




The New Year often fills us with hope, as we say to ourselves, “Next year will be bet-
ter!” The last 12 months may not have gone exactly as we wanted but, we look for-
ward to the future and have a glimmer of hope that our current situation will improve. 
While looking forward to what can keep our spirits up for the moment, a much deeper 
exercise that provides more nourishment to the soul consists of reviewing the entire 
year and being thankful for the many blessings and crosses that God has given us. 
Here are three mantras to improve the quality of our life in the New Year.

1. Set Better Boundaries.

Setting boundaries is one of the most courageous things we can do. It is a challenge to 
let people know what we will and will not tolerate. Be aware that setting boundaries 
may result in others becoming upset with us. But the people who are our true compan-
ions in life will respect our boundaries. 

2. Write down Goals.

Studies have found that if we write down a goal, we are much more likely to achieve it. 
In addition, tell as many people as possible about our goals. When we share our goals 
with others, we are more likely to fulfill them. 

3. Establish Priorities.

If we could only do three activities for the rest of our life, what would they be? If we 
are having a difficult time saying “no” to people or activities that no longer serve a pur-
pose for us, we have to concentrate in setting our boundaries. 

The New Year is upon us, and that means a fresh start. This is the perfect time to re-
assess where we are going in life, where we want to go, and how we are going to get 
there.

New Year 2022 has significance in history because of the conclusion of the 150th year 
of the heavenly birth of St Chavara. Let’s imbibe the spirit of St Chavara and try to 
transform our lives in this New Year 2022.  

Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI

Prior General
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Big-Endians and Little-Endians

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ by Jonathan Swift is a famous novel which many of us have read in 
our school years. The novel describes an intra-Lilliputian quarrel over an issue which 
may appear as too trivial to an outsider. It is a quarrel over the practice of breaking 
eggs. The Big-Endians are a group of people in Lilliput who believe that boiled eggs 
should be broken at the big end while the Little-Endians believed that it should be bro-
ken at the small end.  

Traditionally, Lilliputians broke boiled eggs on the larger end. A few generations ago, 
an Emperor of Lilliput, the Present Emperor’s great-grandfather, had decreed that all 
eggs be broken on the smaller end after his son cut himself breaking the egg on the 
larger end. But the people highly resented this new law because many of them did not 
want to give up their age old custom. The differences between Big-Endians and Lit-
tle-Endians had given rise to six rebellions wherein one Emperor lost his life, and an-
other his crown. These civil commotions were constantly instigated by the monarchs 
of Blefuscu, the neighbouring island, and when they were quelled, the exiles always 
fled for refuge to that Empire. 

The emperors of Blefuscu were accusing Lilliputians of making a schism in religion, by 
offending against a fundamental doctrine of their great prophet Lustrog.  But the fifty 
fourth chapter of the Brundecral (which is their Holy Scripture) says, ‘All true believers 
shall break their eggs at the convenient end.’ The convenient end is now interpreted by 
the Lilliputians as the smaller end. Who will then decide which is the convenient end? 

This passage may be historically a satire between the two warring factions, as some 
interpreted, on the conflict between the Catholic Church and the Church of England 
or on the conflict between France and England. It may have many ramifications in our 
present day crises and conflicts in religious practices. Whether we break the egg on 
the big end or on the little end, what is more important is that we should eat egg after 
breaking the shell. “..the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusa-
lem will you worship the Father….the hour is coming …when the true worshippers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth..” (Jn 4/21-23). The fierce fights, we may engage 
ourselves in today for our so called strong convictions of religious practices, may ap-
pear to be too trivial for people after two generations. But, by then, irreparable dam-
age might have already happened due to the obstinacy and ego of a few. That is what 
history teaches us.

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI
General Councillor for Education and Media
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Today, just a few days before Christmas, I would like to recall with you the event histo-
ry cannot dispense with: THE BIRTH OF JESUS.

To comply with the Emperor Cesar Augustus’ decree that ordered them to go to their 
place of origin to be registered, Joseph and Mary went from Nazareth down to Beth-
lehem. As soon as they arrived, they immediately sought lodging since the moment for 
Mary to give birth was imminent. Unfortunately, they did not find anything. So, Mary 
was forced to give birth in a stable (cf. Lk. 2:1-7).

Let’s Think: The Creator of the universe...He was not given a place to be born! Perhaps 
this was an anticipation of what the evangelist John would say: “He came to his own 
home, and his own people received him not” (1:11); and what Jesus Himself would say: 
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to 
lay his head” (Lk 9:58).

It was an angel who announced the birth of Jesus, and he did so to some lowly shep-
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herds. And it was a star that showed the Magi the way to Bethlehem (cf. Mt 2:1, 9.10). 
An angel is a messenger from God. The star reminds us that God created the light (Gn 
1:3) and that the Baby would be “the light of the world,” as He would define himself 
(cf. Jn 8:12, 46), the “true light that enlightens every man” (Jn 1:9), that “shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (v. 5).

The shepherds personify the poor of Israel, lowly people who interiorly live with the 
awareness of their own want. Precisely for this reason, they trust more than others in 
God.

The shepherds personify the poor of Israel, lowly people who interiorly live with the 
awareness of their own want. Precisely for this reason, they trust more than others in 
God. They were the first to see the Son of God made man, and this encounter changed 
them deeply. The Gospel notes that they returned “glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen” (Lk 2:20).

The Magi are also around the newborn Jesus (cf. Mt 2:1-12). The Gospels do not tell us 
who the kings might have been, nor how many there were, nor what their names were. 
The only thing we know for certain is that they came from a distant country in the East 
(perhaps from Babylonia, or Arabia, or Persia of that time), they set out on a journey 
seeking the King of the Jews, whom they identified with God in their hearts because 
they said they wanted to adore him. The Magi represent the pagan peoples, in particular 
all those who have sought God down through the ages, and who set out on a journey to 
find Him. They also represent the rich and powerful, but only those who are not slaves 
to possessions, who are not “possessed” by the things they believe they possess.

The message of the Gospels is clear: the birth of Jesus is a universal event that concerns 
all of humanity.

Dear brothers and sisters, humility is the only way that leads us to God. At the same 
time, specifically because it leads us to Him, humility leads us also to the essentials of 
life, to its truest meaning, to the most trustworthy reason for why life is truly worth 
living.

Humility alone opens us up to the experience of truth, of authentic joy, of knowing 
what matters. Without humility we are “cut off,” we are cut off from understanding 
God and from understanding ourselves. Humility is needed to understand ourselves, 
all the more so to understand God. The Magi may have even been great according to 
the world’s logic, but they made themselves lowly, humble, and precisely because of 
this they succeeded in finding Jesus and recognising Him. They accepted the humility 
of seeking, of setting out on a journey, of asking, of taking a risk, of making a mistake.

Every person, in the depths of his or her heart, is called to seek God: we all have 
that restlessness. Our work is not to snuff out that restlessness, but to allow it to 
grow because it is that restlessness that seeks God; and, with His own grace, can find 
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Him. We can make this prayer of Saint Anselm (1033-1109) our own: “Lord, teach me 
to seek you, and reveal yourself to me as I seek, because I can neither seek you if you 
do not teach me how, nor find you unless you reveal yourself. Let me seek you in desir-
ing you; let me desire you in seeking you; let me find you in loving you; let me love you 
in finding you.” (Proslogion, 1).

Dear brothers and sisters, I would like to invite every man and woman to the stable of 
Bethlehem to adore the Son of God made man. May each one of us draw near to the 
crèche in our own homes or in the church or in another place, and try to make an act 
of adoration, inside: “I believe you are God, that this baby is God. Please, grant me the 
grace of humility to be able to understand.”

In approaching and praying by the crib, I would like to put the poor in the front row, 
those whom—as Saint Paul VI used to exhort—“we must love because in a certain way 
they are the sacrament of Christ; in them—in the hungry, the thirsty, the exiles, the 
naked, the ill, prisoners—He wanted to be mystically identified. We must help them, 
suffer with them, and also follow them because poverty is the securest path to possess 
the Kingdom of God in its fullness” (Homily, May 1, 1969).

I would like to accompany to Bethlehem all those who have no religious restlessness, 
who do not pose the question of God, or who may even fight against religion, all those 
who are improperly identified as atheists.

For this reason, we must ask for the grace of humility: “Lord, that I might not be proud, 
that I might not be self-sufficient, that I might not believe that I am the center of the 
universe. Make me humble. Grant me the grace of humility. And with this humility, may 
I find You.” It is the only way; without humility we will never find God: We will find our-
selves. The reason is that the person who is not humble has no horizon in front of him 
or her. They only have a mirror in which to look at themselves. Let us ask the Lord to 
break this mirror so we can look beyond, to the horizon, where He is. But He needs 
to do this: grant us the grace and the joy of humility to take this path.

Then, brothers and sisters, just like the star did with the Magi, I would like to accom-
pany to Bethlehem all those who have no religious restlessness, who do not pose the 
question of God, or who may even fight against religion, all those who are improperly 
identified as atheists. I would like to repeat to them the message of the Second Vatican 
Council: “The Church holds that the recognition of God is in no way hostile to man’s 
dignity, since this dignity is rooted and perfected in God.... Above all the Church knows 
that her message is in harmony with the most secret desires of the human heart” 
(“Gaudium et Spes,” no. 21).

Let’s return home with the angel’s song: “Peace on earth to those with whom he is 
pleased!” Let us always remember: “In this is love, not that we loved God that he loved 
us […] he first loved us” (1 Jn 4:10, 19), he has sought us. Let’s not forget this.
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This is the reason for our joy: we are loved, we are sought for, the Lord seeks us to find 
us, to love us more. This is the reason for joy: knowing that we are loved without any 
merit, we are always loved first by God, with a love so concrete that He took on flesh 
and came to live in our midst., in that Baby that we see in the crib. This love has a name 
and a face: Jesus is the name and the face of love—this is the foundation of our joy.

Brothers and sisters, I wish you a Merry Christmas, a happy and holy Christmas. And  
I would like that—yes, there are well wishes, family reunions, this is always very beau-
tiful—but may there also be the awareness that God comes “for me.” Let’s everyone 
say this: God comes for me. The awareness that to seek God, to find God, to accept 
God, humility is needed: to seek with humility the grace of breaking the mirror of vani-
ty, of pride, of looking at ourselves. To look at Jesus, to look toward the horizon, to look 
at God who comes to us and who touches our hearts with that restlessness that brings 
us hope. Happy and holy Christmas!
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In order to prepare this write up I 
searched Google to find out the differ-
ence between Social Work and Social 
Apostolate. I came across a dozen sites 
and all of them are related to the Church, 
mostly the vision statement of the social 
apostolate of religious congregations. 
The term “Social Apostolate” is used 
mainly in the ecclesiastical circles. The 
secular NGOs and Civil Society Organ-
izations may not be familiar with this 
term. An attempt is made in this write up 
to understand the difference between 
social work and social apostolate and to 
make a few practical proposals to rejuve-
nate the social apostolate of CMI congre-
gation, taking into account the unprec-
edented socio-political changes taking 

place in India under the current regimes.

Understanding Social Work and its 
Evolution as Social Action

Social Work can be understood as or-
ganized efforts or interventions either 
by the government or by voluntary or-
ganizations to alleviate the suffering of 
the poor, the marginalized and the un-
derprivileged sections of society, and to 
improve their social and economic devel-
opment. As many colleges and universi-
ties are offering graduate, post graduate 
and doctoral level courses in social work, 
it has become a profession and its scope 
is widened. Rural Development, Com-
munity Development or Community Or-
ganization, Medical Psychiatry, Disaster 

Fr. Jacob Peenikaparambil
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Management and Child and Family Social 
Work are some of the specializations in 
the field of Social Work. Social Work as 
a profession is no more limited to serving 
the poor and the marginalized.

If we study the history of social work or-
ganizations (Voluntary Organizations/
Non-governmental Organizations/
Non-Profit Organizations), especially 
those related to Church organizations, 
we can find an evolution from charitable 
and welfare approach to development 
approach of organizing people for self 
help and community development. Or-
ganization of women through Self Help 
Groups (SHGs) and their federations, 
and their involvement in various devel-
opmental activities is an excellent exam-
ple for the Development Approach. After 
the Second Vatican Council in the 1970s 
and 1980s, many Church based NGOs 
progressed from the Development Ap-
proach to Social Action Approach that 
focuses on enabling people to access 
their rights. Now most of the NGOs, both 
secular and faith based, are adopting a 
mixture of three approaches. There are 
also some Civil Society Organizations 
that are involved only in Social Action. 
Greenpeace and People’s Union for Civil 
Liberties (PUCL) are two examples.

Social action consists of mainly the fol-
lowing steps: 1) Study, research and anal-
ysis of issues affecting the underprivi-
leged groups of people like tribals, dalits, 
disabled persons, domestic workers, 
migrant workers etc. 2) Creating aware-
ness among people about various issues 
affecting them and how their human and 
fundamental rights are violated. 3) Or-

ganizing the target groups for group ac-
tion 4) Struggles for accessing the rights 
of people by using non-violent means and 
5) Struggles for bringing about changes 
in the policies and laws of the govern-
ment in favour of the concerned groups. 
For example, social legislations like Right 
to Information Act (RTI), Right to Educa-
tion (RTE), Forest Rights Act (FRA) and 
Right to Food Act passed by the United 
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government 
were the result of social action or strug-
gles by many NGOs and Civil Society Or-
ganizations.

Fr. Stan Swamy, who was arrested be-
ing accused of having links with Maoist 
groups and put in jail under Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), had 
been following a mainly social action ap-
proach in this work with the Adivasis of 
Jharkhand for about three decades. He 
made Adviasis aware of the root causes 
of their exploitation, expropriation and 
displacement through awareness cre-
ation sessions. The root causes of the 
problems faced by the Adivasis were 
based on water, forest and land. When 
the Adivasis adopted various methods 
of social action to bring to the attention 
of the government their problems, many 
Adivasi youths were arrested indiscrimi-
nately, being branded as Naxals and they 
were incarcerated in jail. Fr. Stan Swamy 
after making a detailed study of the cas-
es of about 5000 tribal youths, who were 
put behind the bars, filed a Public Interest 
Litigation (PIL) in Jharkhand High Court 
asking the details of the youth who were 
arrested and starting trial. This antago-
nized the BJP government and he was 
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liberty to the oppressed (Lk. 4:18). Hence, 
action for justice and participation in the 
transformation of the world is a constitutive 
dimension of the preaching of the gospel”.

Social apostolate of a congregation or a 
diocese may consist of a mix of charita-
ble activities, developmental activities 
and social action. What makes social ap-
ostolate radically different from social 
work is the attitude and motivation of 
the members involved in it. For them, the 
various activities are not mere human-
itarian, but a continuation of the mis-
sion of Jesus. Hence social apostolate is 
spiritual also.

Secondly, through social apostolate 
the followers of Jesus are fulfilling the 
prophetic role of Jesus, the role of de-
nouncing the structures and factors that 
perpetuate injustice, exploitation, dis-
crimination and exclusion.

Thirdly, social apostolate is a means to 
realize the vision of Jesus: Kingdom of 
God or Reign of God. Reign of God is not 
a place, but a situation in which God is 
accepted as a loving father and all hu-
man beings as brothers and sisters with 
equal rights, opportunities and dignity, a 
situation characterized by love, forgive-
ness, sensitivity, compassion and justice. 
Through social apostolate the followers 
of Jesus are building the Kingdom of God 
or realizing the vision of Jesus.

Reinventing CMI Social Apostolate

The CMI social apostolate current-
ly lacks passion because the prophetic 
spirit is fading, and CMI social apos-
tolate is mainly focusing on charitable 
and welfare activities. According to my 

accused of aligning with Maoists, and got 
him arrested under the draconian UAPA.

The source of inspiration and passion for 
the social action of Fr. Stan Swamy was 
Jesus of Nazareth. He strongly believed 
that Jesus of Nazareth was a prophet 
who stood for justice and denounced all 
that enslaved human beings. Prophetic 
action was part and parcel of his vision 
of the Kingdom of God or Reign of God.  
He was following the prophet Jesus while 
working with the Adivasis of Jharkhand.

Constituents of Social Apostolate

While going through the vision state-
ments of the department of Social Ap-
ostolate of different religious congrega-
tions, I could notice three main aspects: 
1) Social Apostolate is a continuation of 
the mission of Jesus; 2) its purpose is in-
dividual and social transformation and; 
3) social apostolate is a means to realize 
the Kingdom of God. For example, the 
first paragraph of the website of CMI so-
cial apostolate is as follows.

 “Social apostolate is the continuation of 
the ministry of Jesus; his reaching out to the 
poor, the sick and the marginalized through 
miracles, assuring presence and challenging 
actions were the sign as well as the reality of 
the imminent Kingdom of God as revealed in 
the Gospels. It shall become a way of spirit-
uality for us as required by our Constitutions: 
‘God is in reality experienced by men in the 
concreteness of their daily lives, their needs 
and aspirations, and their actual fellowship 
as brothers and sisters, children of the same 
Father.’ Like Christ, we too are sent into this 
real world to preach the good news to the 
poor, proclaim release to the captives and 
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observation, this is not a phenomenon 
limited to the CMI congregation alone, 
but found in the whole Catholic Church 
in India. The overriding influence of Pen-
tecostal movement has almost killed the 
prophetic spirit in the Catholic Church 
in India. Prophetic role of the Church in 
India is almost missing in the theological 
and spiritual discourses. For example, the 
term, “Prophetic Mission” or “Prophet-
ic Role” is absent in the resolutions and 
action plans of the 38th General Synaxis 
of CMI congregation. The following pro-
posals are made to rejuvenate CMI Social 
Apostolate.

1.  Focus on the Values of the Kingdom of 
God and the Core Values of Indian Consti-
tution: The vision of Jesus and the vision 
of India as reflected in the preamble of 
Indian Constitution are the same, and the 
core values of both are also the same. At-
tempts are being made by those in pow-
er to convert India into a Hindu Rasht 
ra - a religion and caste based hierarchi-
cal and patriarchal society. The vision 
and ideology of Hindu Rashtra are dia-
metrically opposed to the vision of Jesus 
and of the Indian constitution. Hence as 
part of social apostolate, vigorous efforts 
are to be made to promote the consti-
tutional values of pluralistic democracy, 
justice, liberty, equality, fraternity and 
individual dignity. These values are to be 
practiced in all our social work organiza-
tions and institutions. The participants of 
all our activities must be able to experi-
ence these core values.

2.  Greater Access to Good Quality Edu-
cation to the Disadvantaged Groups. The 
gap between the rich and the poor is in-

creasing exponentially in India. While 
the number of billionaires is increasing 
in every quarter, there is no decrease in 
hunger, poverty and unemployment. Ac-
cording to the latest Hurun’s list, 1007 
Indians have assets of at least Rs. 1,000 
core. India has the third-highest num-
ber of billionaires in the world after the 
US and China, according to recent data 
released by Forbes magazine. The latest 
National Sample Survey (NSS) shows 
that the top 10% of Indians possess more 
than 50% of the financial and physical 
assets. One of the root causes of the en-
demic inequality is the dual system of 
education i.e. good quality education to 
the rich who can afford and poor quali-
ty education to the poor mainly through 
the government schools and low quality 
private schools. Hence the department 
of social apostolate and the education 
department have to jointly plan for mak-
ing quality education accessible to as 
many children as possible. The percent-
age of reservation in our English medium 
schools for the disadvantaged groups is 
to be raised from 10% to 25%. Fees can 
be collected from the poor students in 
proportion to their income. 

As the number of super rich people in 
India is increasing, students of our edu-
cational institutions are to be motivated 
to pay back to society and to share their 
resources with the needy. Students tak-
ing up philanthropic activities are to be 
encouraged and for this purpose social 
action clubs shall be formed in all our 
schools under the joint effort of the Ed-
ucation department and the department 
of Social Apostolate. 
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3.  Advocacy in favour of the Disadvan-
taged

In view of the empowerment of the un-
derprivileged, a team of lawyers, journal-
ists and social activists shall be formed 
in all provinces in order to provide legal 
aid to the poor and to expose to the me-
dia and the public the exploitation of the 
weaker sections of the society both by 
the state and non-state actors. This team 
also can provide guidance and expertise 
to the underprivileged groups to avail 
government developmental and welfare 
programmes. This has to be a long term 
project. Interested and committed mem-
bers are to be motivated and sent for 
specialization. This team also shall make 
use of the expertise of lay professionals.

4.  An Entirely New Approach to Charita-
ble and Welfare Institutions

The traditional way of running the  insti-
tutions  like old age homes, orphanages, 
homes for the physically and mentally 
challenged, homes for the destitute peo-
ple, will not be able to cope with the fu-
ture challenges, especially in the context 
of Hindutva tsunami. The following as-
pects could be paid special attention.

a) A family atmosphere is to be created 
in all our charitable and welfare institu-
tions. The inmates should feel that the 
institution is their family. Our members 
serving the institutions and their team 
members should have the same meals with 
the inmates in the same dining room. If the 
inmates belong to different religions with 
different food habits, vegetarian meals 
are to be served to all. Of course, due to 
health reasons sick inmates should be 

given special food. Our members who 
are working in these institutions should 
be ready for this small sacrifice. It is the 
touch-stone of their commitment to their 
unique mission. No mission will be sin-
cere and successful without sacrifice. The 
team of staff members of these institutions 
should have a mix of persons belonging to 
different faiths, if the inmates belong to dif-
ferent faiths. Otherwise the accusation of 
conversion may become easy.

b) The traditional type of hostels or 
boarding houses for the tribals and dal-
its are to be discontinued in the mission 
provinces, as the facilities for education 
have improved a lot. Hostels for children 
are an old wineskin evangelization meth-
odology which is risky in the context of 
Hindutva tsunami. Wherever hostels for 
the disadvantaged groups are continued, 
the objective should be leadership devel-
opment with special focus on paying back 
to the society, especially to the groups 
they represent (tribals, dalits, street chil-
dren, persons with disability etc) should 
be given top priority. Inculcating in the 
inmates the Indian Constitutional val-
ues and the core values of Jesus should 
be an equally important priority. In order 
to achieve the objective of building excel-
lent leaders, the number of inmates is to 
be drastically reduced and the quality of 
training has to be enhanced substantially.  

5  Women Empowerment through Self 
Help Groups and their Federations

As the method of organizing women 
through Self Help Groups (SHGs) and 
their federations is found to be very ef-
fective for women empowerment and 
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improving governance at the grass root 
level through their interventions, this 
method is to be continued with renewed 
focus. Training of women who are com-
mitted to the values of Indian Consti-
tutions should be given priority. Care 
should be taken that these groups are 
not hijacked by the Sangh Parivar organ-
izations, especially in the mission areas.

6  “Be innocent as doves and cunning as 
serpents”

As Ram Mandir at Ayodhya has exhausted 
its vote catching value, the Sangh Parivar 
organizations are going to use ‘conver-
sion’ as a hot issue and they have coined 
a new slogan, Chadar Mukt, Father Mukt 
Bharat (An India liberated from Mus-
lims and Christians). Our members who 
are involved in social apostolate in the 
mission areas are to be prudent and be 
prepared to face any eventuality. Un-
announced and sudden inspections and 
raids by government agencies on welfare 
institutions run by Christians and filing 
false cases against priests and sisters 

could be part of the strategies planned. 
Hence building excellent public relations 
with the local people, local leaders and 
officers and networking with like-mind-
ed organizations are to be given priority.

Conclusion

The ultimate aim of Jesus’ healing min-
istry was empowerment and inclusion 
of people who were ostracized from the 
community. His social interventions were 
in view of providing justice to the exploit-
ed and the oppressed. The ultimate goal 
of social apostolate should be empower-
ment of the disadvantaged groups and 
building a just society. This requires a 
combination of development approach 
and social action approach so that the 
underprivileged are able to access their 
rights and fulfil their duties in view of re-
alizing the Reign of God. The CMI social 
apostolate requires a leap from charita-
ble and welfare approach to social action 
approach that is based on fulfilling the 
prophetic role as disciples of Jesus.
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This is an attempt to review the progres-
sive growth of Social Apostolate in the 
CMI congregation.

“Then the king will say to those in his right 
hand “Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father........ for,  I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing..... Truly I tell you; just as 
you did it to one of the least of these.......
you did it to me.” (Mt.25: 35 – 40).  Fol-
lowers of Jesus cannot close their eyes 
to hunger, thirst and nakedness of their 
brethren. “If a brother or sister is naked 
and lacks daily food and one of you says, 
“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your 

fill” and yet you do not supply the bodily 
needs, what is the good of that?”(James 
2:14-16). Every Christian has to prove 
his/her faith by acts of charity.

1.  Charitable Activities of the  
Founding Fathers and early members.

The founding fathers of the CMI, Rev. Fa-
thers Thomas Palackal, Thomas Porukara 
and Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara were 
shining examples of Christian Charity.

The congregation, in its early stage was 
involved mostly in pastoral activities of 
preaching in the parishes, hearing con-
fessions, helping in parishes, etc. The 
Monasteries were spiritual centres 
where the members lead a life of prayer 

Fr. Augustine Keemattam
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and penance. The diocesan priests came 
to these monasteries for spiritual renew-
al. Sometimes the Bishops would send 
their priests to these monasteries for 
spiritual renewal.

Establishment of a Sanskrit school at 
Mannanam and opening its portals to 
all, irrespective of caste or creed, open-
ing schools attached to monasteries and 
churches, arranging for mid-day meal for 
the poor students, opening catechetical 
centres where ever there were catechu-
mens, were other expressions of Chris-
tian Charity by the founding fathers and 
the early members of the congregation.

Founding of the CMC, religious commu-
nity for women was meant for training 
girls in different handicrafts and for their 
intellectual and spiritual formation. 

Saint Chavara wanted to give an institu-
tional frame work for the charitable ac-
tivities. He encouraged the parishes and 
monasteries to found the ‘Confraterni-
ty of Happy Death’ (Nanmarana Sabha) 
which was also known as Confraternity 
of St. Joseph.(CWC IV, 2020,166) The 
members of the Confraternities were 
expected to contribute financially and by 
their service. He asked his parishioners 
to start a Charitable Home (Upavishala) 
in their parish to look after the sick, inva-
lid and the elderly. (CWC IV, 2020, 203).  
Quoting examples from Europe, he tries 
to convince them the need for such char-
itable homes for the needy.

2.  Growth of CMI Charism and Social 
Commitment. 

From 1831 to 1855, the members of the 
Mannanam community were leading a 

life of commitment and service. They had 
a pattern of life, accepted in the commu-
nity but not approved by the ecclesiasti-
cal authorities. A life leading to evangel-
ical perfection and service to the people 
of God were their objectives. There was, 
perhaps, no focus on charitable activities 
for the benefit of the poor.

In 1855, when the first eleven members 
made their first profession, they were 
given an adapted form of Carmelite rule 
(OCD) by Bishop Bernadine of Varapu-
zha. In 1861 with out any consultation 
with the members, the name of the com-
munity was changed from ‘Servants of 
Mary Immaculate of Mount Carmel’   to 
‘Third Order of Carmelites Discalced’ 
(T.O.C.D.) and the congregation was af-
filiated to the OCD by a decision of the 
OCD General in Rome and Bishop Berna-
dine communicated the same to the com-
munity. The pastoral and social commit-
ment of the members was not reflected 
in the Constitution revised and adapted 
by Fr. Leopald Beccaro in 1863. 

General Chapter of the Congregation 
held at Mannanam in 1889, presided over 
by Most Rev. Ajuti, the Apostolic dele-
gate in India revised the Constitutions 
which was finally approved by Pope Pius 
X on 12 May, 1906. This Constitution 
was in effect till 1958. The congregation 
was, during this period, fully involved in 
Socio, Pastoral and educational activities 
in Kerala. Meanwhile, the congregation 
came under the jurisdiction of the Ori-
ental Congregation. The Constitution 
was revised by the members and was ap-
proved by the Holy See on December 8, 
1958.
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After the II Vatican Council, in the light of 
the documents, Lumen Gentium, Perfec-
tae Caritatis and Ecclesiae Sanctae, the 
CMI ‘Constitutions, Statutes and Direc-
tory’ was revised in 1972. A Constitution 
Committee was appointed by the Gen-
eral Council. The new Constitution was 
promulgated on 19 March, 1984 by the 
then Prior General Rev. Fr. Thomas Ayka-
ra. The new Constitution had a section on 
Social Apostolate.

3.  A Paradigm Shift. 

After the II Vatican Council, there was a 
paradigm shift in the social commitment 
of the Congregation. People orientation 
and people’s participation in the social ac-
tivities of the congregation were the new 
focus. Registered societies and non-gov-
ernmental organizations attached to our 
religious houses for organising socio- 
economic programmes came up. During 
1978 – 84 under the leadership of Fr. Vi-
jay Anand Nedumpuram, the councillor 
for social apostolate efforts were taken 
to upgrade our social and charitable ac-
tivities to a professional level. A news let-
ter of the department, SAP by name, was 
regularly published from the Generalate. 
The News Letter documented news, 
views and information regarding Gov-
ernment Programmes, agencies involved 
in social work, project details etc. Those 
in the provinces, who were interested in 
social work, could get enough informa-
tion from the news letter.

The next General Councillor for Social 
Apostolate, Fr. Raymond Mancheril or-
ganised a series of social awareness 
programmes in all the provinces. Social 

teachings of the church were systemat-
ically studied by these workshops which 
were directed by expert resource per-
sonnel.

4. A Registered Society for the General 
Department of Social Apostolate.

Cyriac Elias Voluntary Association 
(CEVA) was registered as a charitable So-
ciety, co-ordinating the Social Apostolate 
of all the Provinces. An agreement was 
reached between CEVA and KKF (Karl 
Kubel Foundation), Germany for taking 
up developmental projects all over In-
dia. CEVA acted as an intermediary for 
the projects funded by KKF. CEVA office 
was set up at Ernakulam and profession-
al social workers were appointed as staff. 
Registered societies in the Provinces, like 
KESS Trichur, RDSS Silwani took up pro-
jects funded by KKF. A northern office 
of CEVA was opened at Mariyam Nagar 
in Ghaziabad. KKF funded projects in 
North India were monitored from the 
Northern office of CEVA. Later to facili-
tate the monitoring of projects in Orissa 
and West Bengal a sub- office of CEVA 
was opened in Kolkata. Fr. Cheriyan Ko-
chupura was the guiding force of CEVA’s 
activities in North and in the East.

5.  From Charitable Activities to  
Professional Social Work. 

Most of the provinces registered socie-
ties for social work and set up offices. The 
central office at Kocchi processed and 
evaluated the project proposals, helped 
the organizations for  perfecting the pro-
jects as per the requirements of the fund-
ing agencies and recommended them.  
Accompaniment, evaluations, course 
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correction etc. of the projects were done 
by CEVA. Through annual budgets ap-
proved by KKF the maintenance of the 
staff and the office of CEVA were done. 
The Departments of Social Apostolate in 
the Provinces in co-operation with the 
General department of Social Apostolate 
slowly moved into professional Social 
Work.

Surveys were conducted to identify are-
as and places where projects for devel-
opment were needed.  People’s participa-
tion at every stage was ensured. Suitable 
NGOs were identified for co-operation. 
Resource mapping, SWOT analysis and 
Strategic planning were introduced in 
projects. Parameters and indicators 
were pre-set. Reporting, documentation, 
auditing, evaluation etc. were insisted. 
CEVA acted as a catalyst as well as a nod-
al agency.

6.  From Social work to Social Action 

Department of Social Apostolate in the 
General level continued its motivational 
activities by organising seminars, cours-
es and workshops in different places. 
These programmes strengthened and 
empowered many NGOs. Wherever it 
was feasible the organizations were mo-
tivated to move to Social Action through 
people’s movements leading to radical 
changes through legislation, structural 
and system corrections.

7.  Literacy Campaign and  
Panchayati  Raj.

General Synaxis held in 1996, by the 
Synaxis document, ‘With People to the 
Third Millennium’ requested the mem-
bers of the Congregation to take up a na-

tion-wide Literacy Campaign and to get 
involved in building up Panchayati  Raj 
Institutions. Recognising that illiteracy 
is a grass root- level social evil, the Gen-
eral Department of Social Apostolate 
launched, ‘Gyan Jyoti,’ a national level 
adult literacy campaign. All the provinc-
es and many NGOs co-operated with the 
campaign which continued for five years. 
Promotional materials and stipend for 
part-time teachers and full time co-or-
dinators were provided from the Gen-
eral department. Our Fathers working 
abroad and many others contributed 
generously to the campaign. It lighted 
the lamp of knowledge in the hearts of 
thousands through the art of reading and 
writing.

Panchayati Raj bill was passed with an 
amendment to the Constitution of India. 
By 1996 the states had started imple-
menting the law. Recognizing that it was 
a powerful instrument of handing down 
power to lower realms, the General Syn-
axis called the members to get involved 
in their own Panchayat, conscientise the 
people and play our role in the develop-
ment of the country.

Rev. Fr. Constantine Manalel organ-
ised a series of training programmes in 
Jeevadhara (Kottayam) which enabled 
the  common villagers to be leaders in 
Panchayati Raj Institutions.

8.  Micro-financing  through  Self Help 
Groups (SHGs).

The new model of grass root level social 
work is micro-financing through SHGs.  
From the millennium year onwards, our 
units of social apostolate and our col-
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laborators were involved in  organizing 
S.H.Gs. We preferred a mini model where 
the group strength is kept below 20 and 
bank-linking and bank financing are post-
poned to a later stage. Monthly meeting 
of the groups, an affordable amount as 
monthly savings, small amount of loans 
and a minimum percentage of monthly 
interest agreed in the group are the fea-
tures of this mini- model.  Every group is 
empowered to manage their business by 
themselves. Periodic checking by an ani-
mator ensured the smooth functioning of 
the groups. When the groups are strong, 
they take up issues affecting their villag-
es.

9.  Weaning from KKF 

CEVA has been partner with KKF in as-
sessing project proposals, project moni-
toring and evaluation. CEVA office cater-
ing to the needs of KKF funded projects 
was supported by KKF. Now KKF has an 
independent training centre and offices. 

Both the organizations function inde-
pendently.

Challenge Ahead

The Congregations movement in Social 
Apostolate was from charitable activities 
to organised professional Social Work to 
Social action, to concerted campaign, to  
grass root level groups with micro financ-
ing.

The Present Situation: Natural calamities 
caused by climate change and pandemics 
are threatening the existence of human 
race. Corporate giants are devouring all 
small businesses and livelihood of poor 
people. Rightist, fundamentalist, total-
itarian groups (religious, social, and po-
litical) are threatening the common man. 
The common man needs the mother 
earth; he/she wants the means of liveli-
hood; he/she needs to preserve freedom, 
dignity and identity. Can CMI social apos-
tolate find for itself a meaningful path to 
tread? 
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Religious life is understood to be close 
following of Jesus Christ. Jesus lived 
poor and loved the poor. Only when we 
are moved with compassion for the poor 
and the suffering can we truly be the 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  The passion of 
Saint Chavara forces us to serve the peo-
ple of this era with dedication and spread 
the Gospel message of love with more 
effectiveness. If the conviction that all 
human beings are brothers and sisters is 
not to remain an abstract idea but to find 
concrete embodiment, then numerous 
related issues emerge, forcing us to see 
things in a new light and develop new re-
sponses. Responding to this challenging 
appeal of Pope Francis that our response 
to Social Apostolate shall be expressions 

of a solidarity with the suffering and de-
prived sections of the society through a  
personal and collective life of sacrifice 
readiness to leave confort zones  and 
lead a life in harmony with the planet.

Care of the Aged

India is passing through a phase of rap-
id socio-economic transformation. Sus-
tained economic development since 
independence has brought about many 
important changes in the social profile of 
the people.  The rapid urbanization has 
resulted in an acute shortage of hous-
ing and prohibitive rents in cities, all of 
which act as a severe constraint on the 
joint family system. In fact, the joint fam-
ily system is gradually breaking up giving 
way to nuclear family. Forces of modern-

Fr. Jose Koolipurackal
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ization, technological advances and mo-
bility have introduced changes in the life 
style and values of the people, adverse-
ly affecting traditional values as well as 
respect for the aged. Migration of the 
younger generation from rural to urban 
areas has increased the vulnerability of 
the old who are left behind, particularly 
for families that do not own landed prop-
erty, livestock or household industry and 
are dependent primarily on the income 
of their children. 

Increasing literacy among women and 
the prospect of employment opportuni-
ties have left them with no time to care 
for the aged at home. As there is a great-
er emphasis by families on education and 
upbringing of their children, they tend 
to move away from villages to college/
university/ towns. The high cost of living 
in these places and changing priorities 
affect the intra-family distribution of in-
come in favor of the younger generation. 
The old people have always been at the 
receiving end of these socio-economic 
changes.

The average proportion of elderly (over  
70 years) in India as a whole was 6.3% 
in 1981. For Kerala, the percentage was 
7.6%. Kerala’s growth rate was always 
faster than India’s as a whole, until 1971 
when the annual growth rate declined. 
Population projections predict that the 
elderly population in Kerala will increase 
from 2.2 million in 1986 to 4.6 million 
in 2011 to 8.3 million in 2026. Factors 
which contribute to population aging in-
clude:

◊        Decrease in fertility and mortality

◊       Decline in the  infant mortality rates,  
from 242/1000  live births (1911-1920)  
to 301/1000 live births in 1985

◊       From 1971-1981, a substantial im-
provement in the mortality rates for ages 
0-14, but only a marginal change among 
youth and a moderate decline in the mid-
dle ages and among the elderly

◊        The highest life expectancy in India, 
which is also increasing

The Problem of Aged in Kerala

Kerala was always proud of its glorious 
culture in which aged parents and grand-
parents were loved and protected by 
their children. They were respected and 
recognized. But that scenario has been 
changed. The peculiar situation of the 
aged is the by-product of break-up of  
joint families  to  modem  nuclear  fami-
lies, shift  of  the  population from  the 
agriculture sector to industrial or service 
sector, migration of larger number of 
persons from their home villages to cities 
and outside the state or other countries 
for better employment opportunities, 
attitude of the  young generation to live 
independently with the spouse and chil-
dren leaving their parents and the  insist-
ence on the part of the aged not to leave 
their traditional households. 

Physical activities such as cooking, doing 
laundry, running errands for purchasing 
food items, getting medical supplies, pay-
ing their water, telephone and electricity 
bills, lifting and carrying things become 
very difficult. They live in an insecure 
situation as there is no one to look after 
them. As they get old they face problems 
of insecurity and this leads to loss of ma-
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terials and money by thieves and also 
anxiety. Old people suffer from memory 
loss, which causes a lot of problems in 
keeping medications straight. Due to fre-
quent illnesses and health complications, 
their medical bills are very high.  Some of 
them have lost their spouses and are ex-
periencing the bitterness and drudgery 
of loneliness. Scope for recreation and 
relaxation are unimaginable and unavail-
able.  Being all alone and physically una-
ble to do what they want to, old people 
generally feel very bored and wish for 
any diversion from the dull routine of 
their lives.

Hence today it is not only the destitute 
who need economic support and care 
through institutionalization; but a large 
number of the economically and physi-
cally fit elderly ones also require social, 
emotional and psychological support and 
security for their continued functioning 
and well being. Thus, there is an urgent 
need to supplement the traditional fam-
ily support systes with infrastructural 
alternatives that guarantee community 
and social support systems to withstand 
the stresses and strains and to provide 
services to make it possible for the aged 
to live with dignity and respect within the 
family fold or at an alternate comfortable 
centre.

Agriculture

This is an important field to be consid-
ered by us in future to yield more crops 
from the agriculture land of the people. 
In underdeveloped countries two-thirds 
or more of the people live in rural areas 
and their main occupation is agriculture. 

There are four times as many people oc-
cupied in agriculture in some underdevel-
oped countries as there are in advanced 
countries. In low income countries like 
India more than 74% of the population is 
engaged in agriculture while the percent-
ages for the United States, Canada and 
West Germany are 2, 5 and 4 respective-
ly. This heavy concentration in agricul-
ture is a symptom of poverty. Agriculture 
as the main occupation is mostly un pro-
ductive. It is carried on in an old fashion 
with absolute and outdated methods of 
production. 

The average land holdings are as low as 
1 to 3 hectors which usually support 10 
to 15 people per hectare. As a result the 
yield from land is precariously low and 
the peasants continue to live at a fare 
subsistence level. In the recent past the 
adoptions of modern agricultural tech-
nology in a number of countries has 
greatly increased the agricultural pro-
ductivity. Even their yields for major food 
crops in India are much lower than in the 
United States and the world average. 
Hence we have to educate the people 
to use modern technology in agriculture 
and provide them high yielding varieties 
of seeds.

Vocational Training

Vocational education consists basically 
of practical courses through which one 
gains skills and experience directly linked 
to a career in future. It helps students to 
be skilled and in turn offers better em-
ployment opportunities. After finishing 
the courses students are often offered 
placements in jobs. Vocational trainings 
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give students some work related expe-
riences that many employers look for. 
The formal vocational training follows a 
structural training programme and leads 
to certificates, diplomas or degrees rec-
ognised by State or Central Government, 
public sector and other reputed con-
cerns. We have to arrange programmes 
for the youth in vocational training in our 
centers where ever it is possible. Women 
community also have to be given train-
ing in goat rearing, poultry farming, fish 
farming, vegetable cultivation etc.

Problems Of Housing 

We’ve have studied in our social science 
classes in childhood, that a man needs 
three basic amenities to survive in this 
world: Food, Clothing, and Shelter. India, 
still being in the list of underdeveloped 
countries in the world, according to the 
2011 census, still needs 18.78 million 
houses in India. 0.15 percent of the total 
population is homeless. 

Cause of Housing Problems in India

With our nation being the second most 
populated country in the world, it isn’t 
surprising to see the housing problems 
that are issued daily.

There’s no investment and proper fund-
ing when it comes to housing in India.

We face a lack of resources, and factory 
set ups, to produce the necessary raw 
materials to Curb Housing Problems in 
India .

We require a very well educated set of 
architects and civil engineers, who stay 
in our country and come up with a proper 
infrastructure plan at low costs.

Improper distribution of the population 
in our nation is another cause. People 
migrate within the country to already 
populated cities, in hopes of getting jobs 
into large MNCs, mostly in the cosmo-
politan cities. This causes lack of housing 
facilities, and high price demands by the 
greedy landlords, resulting in the unethi-
cal torture of the tenants.

Illegal immigration of foreign citizens, 
especially from Bangladesh, Nepal, etc., 
leads to a further rise in housing prob-
lems due to over population.

Looking into a different dimension of 
housing problems, the landlords more 
often than not, discriminate towards 
renting their apartment to the people be-
longing to their religion or caste.

Effects of Housing Problems

The effects of Housing Problems in India 
have to be faced by almost every citi-
zen of our country, directly, or indirect-
ly, mildly, or extremely. In the rural over 
populated areas, due to lack of necessary 
infrastructure, or cheap support, many 
times, there are cases of the building 
structures collapsing in harsh weather 
conditions, leading to loss of lives and 
many precious elements. The assigned 
money for basic amenities to the govern-
ment and organisations is usually utilised 
to buy cheap raw materials, and the rest 
of the money goes into the pockets of al-
ready wealthy class. 

The most concerned citizens who have 
fallen prey to housing issues in India are 
the people lying below the poverty line 
and lower middle classes. In the absence 
of proper housing, we observe open def-
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ecation in our country. The rise of dis-
ease-causing bacteria and other path-
ogens, pollution of water bodies due to 
the improper drainage system, etc. are 
the adverse effects. Overall poor perfor-
mance in our country’s GDP isn’t shock-
ing when we have an enormous amount 
of unhealthy citizens in our country.

Control measures of Housing Problems 
in India

However, every sunset is followed by 

a sunrise. Right now, what we can do is, 
educate as many citizens in our country 
as possible. A literate country is a devel-
oped country. Instead of emigrating to 
the foreign land, if we stay in our country 
and earn, we are ensuring a better devel-
opment of our country. We need to come 
up with proper infrastructural plans at 
low costs, to ensure affordable and a 
healthy living of our citizen and to solve 
the problem of housing.

IÀs½ektµiw  Unkw_À 2021 23

.



.



I.  MAR PAULINUS JEERAKATHIL CMI  
(+ 06 - 08 - 1990)

As his students, what had impressed us 
first and foremost in Fr. Paulinus was his 
serene, unassuming appearance upon 
entering the classroom. At Dharmar-
am he taught us Cosmologia and Ethica 
Generalis, besides giving a short course 
on the Philosophy of Sir Sarveppally 
Radhakrishnan.

Fr. Paulinus, true and honest to himself to 
the core, did never. pretend  to be a great 
scholar, speaker or writer. Nevertheless 
he epitomized all the good qualities of an 
ideal class teacher of the olden days in 
*preparing his lessons thoroghly and mi-
nutely beforehand; *presenting them  in 
such a way that even the less intelligent 
students got a good grasp of the matter; 
* gently, clearly and welcomingly answer-

Fr. Cyriac Kanichai 
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ing to the doubts raised by the students;  
*pointing out the areas where  spiritual 
and religious applications are possible 
and useful;  *ending each class with a clear 
and concise summary of the matter so far 
covered and beginning each class want-
ing the students to ask for clarification 
on any point they might need;  *keeping 
an  equal and impartial regard for all his 
students regardless of their differences 
in talents. All these made him so near and 
dear to us, his students.

The class-notes he gave us were brief, 
matter-of-fact, easy to memorize and 
recall. His classes on Cosmology had 
very much helped us look at the Mother 
Earth with understanding, appreciation, 
wonder and respect; at the same time he 
warned us to be on our guard lest we, en-
amoured and infatuated by the fleeting 
glamour and glitter of the world, should 
be enslaved or entrapped by it, forget-
ting that God alone is the supreme, eter-
nal and everlasting Reality, the Creator, 
Redeemer and Unifier of all. Very often 
he used to quote St. Teresa of Avila in his 
spiritual exhortations: “Let nothing dis-
turb you; God alone suffices!”

He summarised to us the spirituality of 
the theory of Hylemorphism to the fol-
lowing effect: Matter is to be not reac-
tive but responsive to the Form. If you 
are to be formed by God the way He 
wants, never posit yourself as a reactor 
but as a responder to the word of God. 
This is how you are to realize and fulfill 
your creatureliness before God. Don’t let 
your knowledge of the earthern  paradise 
(Cosmology) make you succumb to the 
temptation “to become like God” (Gen. 

3:5), by eating those fruits of the earth 
forbidden by God, by refusing your cre-
ated state to be actuated and perfected 
by the word of God. Only at the point of 
your understanding and practising this 
philosophy, you willl start becoming  a 
person of the spirit and spirituality of 
Hyle- morphism.

Two important abiding lessons we could 
learn from the classes on General Ethics 
by Fr.Paulinus, always modest and mod-
erate, a middle-path philosopher so to 
speak, were the following:

1.The importance of the age-old ethical 
principle: “Extrema sunt vitanda; virtus 
stat in medio” (Extremes are to be avoid-
ed; virtue stands in the middlle).

2.”The crown and glory of life is CHAR-
ACTER. The real dignity of a man lies not 
in what he has, but in what he is!” The 
masterly way he summarised with criti-
cal observations the elaborate writings 
of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan well testifies to 
the analytic-synthetc powers of his mind 
in  judiciously assessing the philosoph-
ico- religious views of others with ope-
ness, understanding, appreciation and 
discernment.

The venerable memory of Fr. Paulinus is 
still very vivid in our minds as a person 
who had mastered the nuts and bolts 
of religious life as it ought to be lived. I 
have heard a good many of my compan-
ions ask: ‘how could Fr.Paulinus, a man so 
humble, simple and  unpretentious have 
agreed to undertake the government of 
a challenging Diocese like Jagdalpur?’ 
The answer too  was equally simple:He 
was a man particularly and overwhelm-
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ingly filled with the Holy Spirit’s gift of 
fortitude which enabled him to surren-
der himself unconditionally to the will of 
God and to remain unafraid unto the end 
in fulfilling it, cost whatever it might. The 
invaluable service he rendered us during 
our years of Philosphy as an enlightened-
confessor and discerning spiritual guide 
is beyond my telling.

He listened to us patiently, offered clear 
and practical solutions suited to our 

needs, always encouraging us with the 
words of Jesus: “My yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light!”

Our respectful pranam is everdue to  
Fr. Paulinus, a much revered teacher and 
guide in the initial years of our Philosoph-
ical studies, at Dharmaram in the late fif-
ties! 

(To be continued.....)
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A year ago, on 14th August 2021,  
Rev. Fr. Thomas Vithaythil CMI, at the end 
of his 87 year-long earthly sojourn left 
for his heavenly abode in the diamond ju-
bilee year of his priestly ordination after 
a courageous battle with bone marrow 
cancer. Fr Thomas, born on 26 May 1933 
as the third child of the five children of 
his parents Ittiyachan and Mariyam of 
Puthenpally, Varappuzha, Ernakulum, 
took his vows on 15 Oct 1953 and was 
ordained on 17 May 1960. If the 5 years 
of aspirancy is added, he had spent 72 
years of his life in the CMI congregation. 

Fr. Thomas, with a Master’s degree in 
Psychology from Bombay University and 

a Doctorate in Philosophical Anthropolo-
gy from the Gregorian University, Rome, 
served Dharmaram for almost half a cen-
tury and has the distinction of being the 
longest served staff member at Dhar-
maram. He served as lecturer and head of 
the department of Psychology at Christ 
College (1972-1980), Bengaluru, the 
present Christ University and as a pro-
fessor of Philosophy and Psychology at 
DVK. He was also section master of The-
ology brothers for  few years and served 
Dharmaram as bursar, associate bursar, 
spiritual director and confessor for many 
years. Even when serving as a professor, 
psychologist and spiritual director, he 
was not hesitant to be the operator of 

Fr. Benny Tharakunnel
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film shows for Dharmaram community 
and to do jobs like that of an electrician, 
plumber, technician and gardener. It was 
Fr. Thomas who was leading team who 
authored the detailed history of Dhar-
maram College (1957-2017). But for his 
coordinating activities, the project would 
not have reached the press. In the recent 
past, almost always he was the rector-in-
charge when the rectors were away and 
thus, he was often called the perpetual 
rector-in-charge.

Fr Thomas was specially chosen by God 
to be the first in various fields of minis-
try and was fortunate to witness many 
major events of historical importance. 
When the CMI major study house was 
shifted from Chethipuzha to Bangalore 
in 1957, Fr Thomas was among the first 
batch of students who reached Dharmar-
am for their theological studies. When 
the post of General Formation Coordina-
tor was established in the CMI congrega-
tion in 1980, it was Fr Thomas who was 
appointed to that post. In order to serve 
the congregation in this key position, he 
had resigned from Christ college in the 
very year.  When the first novitiate house 
was established in the Mysore province 
at Kandali, the superiors could not find a 
better person than Fr Thomas as the first 
novice master. At the inception of the In-
stitute of Vinayasadhana in 1992 at DVK, 
it was again the turn of Fr Thomas to be 
its first director. Fr Thomas had been 
fortunate to do his doctorate in Rome 
during the entire stretch of the Second 
Vatican Council convoked by Pope John 
XXIII and ended during the pontificate of 
Pope Paul VI. 

The words of St Paul recorded in his let-
ter to Romans (8:28) “in all things God 
works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to 
his purpose” was truly applicable in the 
life of Fr Thomas who was called Pap-
pachan by his parents. It was at a time, 
when he was passing through a period of 
uncertainty in life that God miraculously 
intervened and showed him the path he 
had to follow.  Since there were no high 
schools near his house, the plan of Fr 
Thomas’s father was to send him to his 
mother’s house for higher studies after 
the completion of 7th standard. But the 
exam results turned out to be a matter 
of great disappointment for Pappachan 
and his family. When he could not pass 
the exam, his father told him not to think 
of any further studies and asked him to 
help him in agriculture and other house-
hold works. God, who can turn every 
disappointment into His appointment, 
however had another plan for young 
Pappachan.  Just as God revealed his plan 
for Mother Mary through Angel Gabri-
el, God’s plan for young Pappachan was 
revealed through Fr Laurentinus CMI of 
Koonammavu Monastery. As per the cus-
tomary practice, every house in the par-
ish had to be blessed by the parish priest. 
However, because of some unforeseen 
reasons, when the parish priest could 
not make it, he entrusted the blessing of 
young pappachan’s house to Fr Lauren-
tinus. During the house visit, realising 
the predicament of young pappachan, Fr 
Laurentinus asked his father to send him 
to the boarding school of the monastery 
and to complete the seventh standard. 
Surprising everyone Pappachan who had 
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failed in the 7th standard, in the previous 
attempt could come out with a very high 
first class. Then came the next suggestion 
from Fr Laurentinus “Why can’t you think 
of joining the monastery and to become 
a religious priest in the CMI congrega-
tion?”  Thus, began Pappachan’s journey 
with the CMI congregation. 

After completing his aspirancy from 
Mannanam, when it was time to enter 
the novitiate in 1952, there occurred an 
event which had the potential to shatter 
his dreams to become a CMI religious 
priest. At that time, it was mandatory for 
every candidate to undergo a medical 
check-up before entering the novitiate. 
Those who were certified medically unfit 
were sent back home, without any fur-
ther consultations. In Fr Thomas’s case, 
the doctor diagnosed that he had serious 
heart problems and was medically unfit. 
It almost seemed the end of the road for 
young Pappachan in his journey to the 
altar of the Lord. But since God was with 
him, a wrong diagnosis given by a doctor 
could not stand in the way of his religious 
and priestly vocation. This time God 
acted through Fr Vincent, the then pri-
or general who called for another med-
ical test which found young Pappachan 
medically fit. In the reply speech given 
during the diamond jubilee celebrations 
of his Priestly Ordination at Dharmaram 
in January 2020, Fr Thomas said: “Many 
who were found physically fit by that 
physician left the congregation later on, 
but this unfit still continues in the con-
gregation.”  

To my mind, Fr Thomas was a man close 
to the heart of Mother Mary. He was born 

and ordained in the month of May dedi-
cated to Mother Mary and was called to 
eternal reward on the eve of the feast of 
her assumption into heaven with body 
and soul. As far as St. Paul’s Mysore prov-
ince which he also served as provincial 
is concerned, he was the senior-most in 
the province for long 12 years, to be pre-
cise from 8 September 2008, the feast 
of Nativity of our blessed mother till 14 
August 2020, the eve of the feast of her 
assumption.

It was while leading a rather healthy life 
that by the end of June 2020, he devel-
oped some health problems and was ad-
mitted at St Philomena’s hospital. To the 
utter shock and disappointment of all 
those who love him, on 6 July 2020 he was 
diagnosed with acute multiple myeloma- 
a type of highly painful and bone crush-
ing bone marrow cancer in its final stage. 
When Fr George Edayadiyil, the then rec-
tor and Fr Mathew Attumkal, head of our 
medical department, with a lot of appre-
hension informed him about the terminal 
disease he was suffering from, surprising 
them he listened to the information with 
a smiling face and accepted it as a special 
gift God gave him in the diamond jubilee 
year of his priestly ordination. Realiz-
ing that his days are numbered and no 
medication would be able to cure him, Fr 
Thomas immediately wanted to leave the 
hospital and to reach Dharmaram so as 
to be with his Koodapirappukal. Doctors 
had warned that since the pain of bone 
marrow cancer was beyond the capacity 
of a person to suffer, there was a possi-
bility for such patients to become violent 
and thus morphine would have to be giv-
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en to him almost every day. But to the 
surprise of everyone, during those days 
of excruciating suffering Fr Thomas nev-
er got upset, never lost his cool and never 
displayed any frustrations or expressions 
of a person who passes through such 
a terrible disease. Proving the doctors 
wrong, not even once morphine had to 
be given to him. 

Knowing, that which happens to every 
human being, was going to happen to him 
soon, he asked Fr George Edayadiyil, the 
then rector to give him the sacrament 
of anointing of the sick on 10 July 2020 
which happened to be the 21st death 
anniversary of Fr Gereon Vithayathil 
CMI, a priest from his own family. After 
having received the anointing, he made 
three requests to Fr Rector and every-
one present in his room: Firstly, he said “I 
beg your pardon if I have done anything 
wrong against you or if I have hurt you 
in any way through my words or deeds.” 
Secondly, he asked everyone to pray for 
him so that he may be having the cour-
age and firmness of faith to pass through 
the days of suffering gracefully. Thirdly 

he asked everyone to pray for his happy 
death and to have the grace of heaven-
ly bliss thereafter. The prayer that was 
always on his lips those days was Eeso 
Mariyam Ousephe, ente atmavinu koot-
tayirikkaname. Fr John Marius who was 
at his bedside when he breathed his last, 
testified that it was a calm, serene and 
peaceful death. I strongly believe that 
mother Mary on the eve of her feast of 
assumption into heaven was at his bed-
side to take her beloved son to heaven.

On the day St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara 
left for his heavenly abode, the nuns in 
the convent of Koonammavu wrote in 
their chronicles: “This father of ours was 
a model and guiding light to all the Chris-
tians in Kerala.” I would like to note with 
pride that Fr. Thomas Vithayathil was a 
model and a guiding light to everyone in 
our congregation. We can be sure that 
our beloved Thommachan is at the win-
dow of the Heavenly Father’s house, 
that he sees us and blesses us. Our dear 
Thommachan might have gone from our 
sight but never ever from our heart.
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St. Joseph is the patron saint of the uni-
versal Church in Roman Catholicism and 
is “featured in the Gospels, especially in 
Matthew and Luke, as a model par excel-
lence for all the chaste celibates to fol-
low.” He was a descendant of King David. 
Scripture refers to St. Joseph as "a just 
man" (Mathew 1:19), which is also trans-
lated as "righteous," "him who is upright," 

or as "the man whose conduct is impec-
cable." 

The personality and the character of St. 
Joseph are astounding. Being humble, 
simple, obedient, and without marking 
any spectacular or marvellous things in 
the palms of history, St. Joseph, the foster 
father of Jesus, was glorified in the Gos-
pels by the adjective of "righteous man". 

Bro. Jeeson Thomas Kappiyankal 
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St. Joseph was a real man and accepted 
all realities of life with utmost faith and 
courage. He had the utmost respect for 
his wife. He was faithful and obedient 
to the will of God; he enunciated tre-
mendous courage amid uncertainty and 
perplexities and nurtured Jesus with the 
love and care that he deserved. These 
are some superior qualities of St. Joseph, 
which brightens the glory of his life. 

He was a silent missionary and evange-
list of the Heavenly father. In this finite 
world of chaos, he accomplished his mis-
sion without any pomp and show. He re-
lentlessly stood firm with virtues. Jesus 
imbibed the virtues of St. Joseph, His fos-
ter father, and applied them in his three 
years of public ministry. But the remain-
ing thirty years, Jesus practised it in His 
personal life.  It shows the greatness of 
St. Joseph's virtuous and straightforward 
life. Jesus profoundly proclaimed and im-
parted this mission to his disciples. If we 
gaze into the life of Jesus, it is vivid in His 
life and activities.  

Jesus started His public ministry by 
obeying His Mother's word. Without any 
expectation from people, He, too, pro-
claimed the will of God Almighty through 
His words and deeds and through His 
whole life.  Jesus also was faithful and 
obedient to the will and vision of God. By 
forgiving the sin of the adulterous wom-
an, Jesus revealed His face of mercy. Like 
St. Joseph, Jesus too was very calm and 
quiet in His Life, and He proved it in His 
life by sleeping on the boat during the 

storm and high waves on the sea. The in-
fluence of St. Joseph in Jesus's life is pro-
found, and it was reflected throughout 
the life of Jesus. He showed tremendous 
courage and belief in the midst of un-
certainty and persecutions, even on the 
cross. 

There are some remarkable similarities 
in the lives of St. Joseph and Jesus. Both 
of them were righteous, and they had 
enough patience, courage to embrace 
all the happiness and agonies of life, and 
they were the owners of a merciful, kind 
and loving heart. They offered them-
selves fully to the will and vision of Abba 
Father and lived accordingly. Jesus en-
trusted His mission to His disciples. It is 
very relevant for His followers that they 
imbibe these qualities in their life and 
impart them to others through our small 
acts without any hesitation and expecta-
tion. 

St. Thomas Aquinas said, “Some Saints 
are privileged to extend to us their pa-
tronage with particular efficacy in cer-
tain needs, but not in others; but our holy 
patron St. Joseph has the power to assist 
us in all cases, in every necessity, in every 
undertaking”. All seminarians are called 
to accrue these virtues in their lives, to 
transform their lives into powerful in-
struments of the Heavenly Father. The 
life of St. Joseph is an exemplary mod-
el for seminarians, and the following of 
his virtues will help enhance the lives of 
many around us.
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When someone prepares his/her Last 
Will and Testament, it would include 
many important points that had touched 
his/her life.  A few examples of these: he 
would be handing over to someone the 
responsibilities he was holding, entrust 
someone else on behalf of him  to pay off  
his debts or talk things out, give instruc-
tions on what to do with the inheritance, 
entrust someone to finish off something  
he started but could not complete,  re-
vealing inner secrets, give corrections 
and encouragements, connecting with 
others so that the relations won’t cease 
to exist once he was gone,  give testimo-
ny that he did not have any revenge or 
hatred left in him, entrust someone to 
return the favours that he couldn’t… The 
list could be longer.

The most important content in a Will and 
Testament is the handing over of cer-
tain responsibilities to an individual very 
close to him or to a group of individuals 
or to his family.  This document reveals 
new discoveries, it’s also about taking 
up new responsibilities. The contents of 
such documents usually make those who 
are close to the person concerned very 

emotional or at times very inspirational.  
Sometimes it creates lot of respect and 
admiration towards the deceased and at 
times the exact opposite too. 

Here are our reflections on Fr. Chavara’s 
Last Will and Testament.  This is an official 
document meant for the next generation 
to make new discoveries; it’s also about 
taking over of lot of responsibilities in a 
continuing process.  It reveals Fr. Cha-
vara’s awareness of his mission, anxiety 
and hope concerning the members of the 
congregation.  Above all it reveals vari-
ous emotions of his innocent personality 
and his intense thoughts regarding souls.

The thirst for doing good and  
reconciling the conflicting elements.

The religious congregation was going 
through the first stages of growth.  In the 
first stage itself Fr. Chavara and the first 
members of the congregation were fully 
aware of their aim and purpose and they 
had a clear stand too regarding this. They 
wanted to safeguard the tradition and 
spirit of the Apostolic Church in India.  
The goodness they noticed around them, 
through their internal and external eyes, 
they wanted to increase through organ-

ANUSMRITHI - 50

LAST LETTER BEFORE REACHING THE HORIZON

St. Chavara’s love for the spiritual and apostolic growth of his religious congregation and his 
uncompromising devotion to the Holy Catholic Church are depicted in his Last Will and Tes-
tament. Further it reveals the spirit and the essence of the spirituality of our congregation. It 
is also a good reflection for our renewal.

Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal
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ised activities. On the basis of this, mem-
bers had already stepped into different 
fields of activities. Being attracted by 
their activities many had come to join the 
congregation. According to the require-
ments of the Church and the society they 
were increasing the number of ashrams 
and also were adding more and more 
rooms to accommodate new members. 
On the one hand there have been a lot of 
positive thoughts, happiness and satis-
faction.  On the other hand, Fr. Chavara 
also recognised increase in obstacles, 
objections, difference of opinions and 
clashes of ego between the Carmelite 
missionaries and his followers.  Both had 
their own justifications. The members 
were sad that their uniqueness, freedom 
and possibilities for activities were being 
controlled by the missionaries.  They felt 
that they were being controlled by the 
First Carmelite Order and was also be-
ing led by their spirit. They also thought 
that they were not being accepted as 
equals by the missionaries and were be-
ing forced to implement their decisions. 
Fr. Chavara’s agony increased and all he 
wanted was to bring both groups togeth-
er and move ahead.  He knew God’s Will 
and our happiness would be complete 
only when there was mental unity and 
peace. At the same time both sides need-
ed to be restrained too. 

St. Chavara counts his day’s end,  
prepares something for the posterity

Fr. Chavara felt that his days were num-
bered. He stopped travelling and gave the 
responsibility to those who were healthy 
enough to travel.  Signs of illness also 
popped up.  His reduced eye vision and 

pain were becoming more severe.  His in-
ner voice was telling him that there won’t 
be much time left. He was the leader of an 
extended family which was novel, special, 
different and needed unification and also 
was growing bigger.  It was time to let his 
last wish known and to give necessary in-
structions to the members.  If he failed to 
give that on time then his responsibility 
as the leader would go in vain. 

Fr. Chavara took the quill, ink bottle and 
paper. First in the list was the need to re-
duce the differences of opinion between 
the members and the missionaries.  Their 
thoughts were justifiable, there was 
no doubt about that but if they made 
the missionaries upset at a time when  
Fr. Chavara was no more, the decisions 
they take could affect the very existence 
of this congregation. When Fr. Chavara 
started writing his Will and Testament, 
his joy was mixed with pain. He wanted to 
pacify the members and cool down their 
negative feelings against the missionar-
ies.  Fr. Chavara’s narration of this inci-
dent in his own words: “You all know how 
we started this: it was in the name of our 
Holy Mother that we started this congrega-
tion. It was only through the providence of 
God that Mother of Carmel came into our 
midst and you have to see the interferences 
of missionaries only in this way.  Their pres-
ence had helped us grow a lot.  Move ahead 
by respecting and accepting them.”  This 
was also a reminder to members that in 
front of the power of the missionaries 
they were nothing. He also tried to ar-
gue that what they’d designed and what 
the others had given them both were the 
same, just like the Immaculate Mother is 
the Mother of Carmel. 
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Strengthen the unity of the  
congregation as siblings of the same 

mother

Secondly Fr. Chavara’s attention turned 
to the unity and strength of the congre-
gation. The deepest relation in this world 
is between a mother and her children.  
His community members should be like 
siblings born of the same mother.  Abun-
dance of institutions or distance should 
not affect the loving relationship among 
members. He even instructed the mem-
bers that they should be a step ahead 
in helping one another and in enquiring 
about each other’s wellbeing.  He real-
ised that lack of obedience towards the 
authority and co-operation would af-
fect the relations inside a community.  
Addressing the members as ‘Brethren’, 
(Koodappirappukal) children of the same 
mother, he made his last wish intense.

Presenting the first Christian community 
as the model he asked them to be a sin-
gle unit in spirit through fellowship, and 
be together in the community as a single 
family and work intensely for the wellbe-
ing of the public and for the cause of sav-
ing souls. 

Work for the Holy Catholic Church

He believed that God Almighty had cho-
sen them to try hard for the spiritual re-
newal of Christians and for saving souls.  
He was anxiously interested in accepting 
more members who were committed 
to the cause and to start new ashrams 
wherever needed for doing better ser-
vice.  His life’s happiness was found in 
this. He was led by the motto: Do all that 
are seen good before the eyes.

Strengthen the women by empowering 
the women

Another wish in Fr. Chavara’s life was to 
establish convents for women and bring 
them up as leaders.  He felt fulfilled see-
ing everything progressing as he had 
wished. He had one more thing needed 
to be done. Women were coming out of 
kitchen into the public fields in Kerala 
for the first time, so they would need 
spiritual help and support for their future 
planning. Members of the monastery 
should help them out as if they were sib-
lings. But everyone need not be involved 
but only a few who would be designated 
should do the job.

Be thankful to others and be merciful 
to the enemies

Two noble thoughts in Fr. Chavara’s mind 
were the idea of loving one’s enemy and 
to remain thankful always. There were 
many who had given troubles in his mis-
sion.  Human beings are generally venge-
ful in nature. He wondered whether 
after his death his followers might turn 
vengeful. He had written down in his Tes-
tament that forgiving the enemy was not 
enough but needed to do good to his fam-
ily members as well.  He also noted down 
the names of those who could be includ-
ed in the list. 

Keep the record of events especially of 
who helped us

In a period of forty years, eight monas-
teries came into existence. It’s possible 
that the history of its beginning would 
be lost to the generations to come.  The 
congregation had developed with signif-
icant helps from many; forgetting them 
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would be ungrateful. He noted down the 
names of those who should be included in 
this category. He reminded each monas-
tery to keep alive the memories of those 
related to them and also to be thankful 
always. Fr. Chavara always remembered 
the mercy of God for giving him a hu-
man life when he did not even deserve 
the life of a worm. He could never forget 
those who had helped him.  He said that 
those foreign missionaries had come to 
India leaving behind their home and their 
comforts to help the Indian church grow. 
Hence, he suggested not to give too much 
importance to the unpleasant experienc-
es from them.  

Easy to rectify others by taking the 
blame upon us

Fr. Chavara believed that the best way 
to rectify the community was by taking 
the blame upon himself. He had written a 
document and had given it to Bishop Sth-
abilini saying that the purpose of estab-
lishing the congregation was solely for 
the stability and goodness of the country 
as well as the whole world. Members of 
the congregation should also work in-
tensely. Their actions should not lack an-
ything.  He had noted like this, “When our 
congregation was formed, I was the first to 
take the religious profession and I became 
the first Prior. I was responsible to follow the 
constitution as per the rules but I was not 
able to set a good example in doing that. I re-
quest you all not to take into consideration 

my bad example but try to correct the flaws 
that came through me. Please work zealous-
ly for attaining the goals of the congregation 
and also pray for me as I’m a weak human.” 
Fr. Chavara ended his Testament with 
this request. This loving advice of the 
chieftain of the big family based on the 
laws of Christ was an inspiration to all. 

This Testament was prepared before Au-
gust 1870. Soon after that, he became 
seriously ill. He arranged those notes he 
had written in order and kept them inside 
a sealed envelope. He gave it to Br. Leop-
old, who had studied at Koonammav. He 
instructed him to give this envelop to the 
delegate missionary Fr. Leopold the day 
after his demise. 

St. Chavara’s will and Testament  
reveals many things

The letter astonished and surprised Fr. 
Leopold when he read it. Each line clearly 
revealed Fr. Chavara’s clarity of life, pu-
rity, awareness of responsibility and his 
total surrender to the Holy Church. He 
believed that our community was found-
ed by God for the self sanctification and 
work for the salvation of all. Fr Leopold 
closes his script by the words: “Honoura-
ble soul please pray for me,” in his diary on 
the day of Fr. Chavara’s demise. The “Last 
testament” was a collection of the mem-
ories of the sufferings and ecstasies in  
Fr. Chavara’s life. (Letters 98-103,  Mara-
na Pathrika, 1982).  
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Fr. Anto Mundanmany 

Indian concept of an ashram

Ashrams are integral elements of the 
spiritual and cultural heritage of India. 
The word ashram is derived from the San-
skrit term a-shrama which means total or 
tireless striving. Ashram is a place where 
seekers relentlessly devote themselves 
to the pursuit of God experience, un-
der the guidance of a guru with suitable 
sadhanas. The values of silence, simplicity, 
solitude, openness, eco-friendliness and 
non-violence are practiced in ashrams. 
In the 20th century, ashrams became the 
cradle of religious and social movements 
in India. Ashrams of Mahatma Gan-
dhi, Aurobindo, Ravindra NathTagore, 
Vinoba Bhave have given inspiration 
to the independence movement in India.

Factors led to Christian Ashram  
movement

The Good news of Jesus came to India 
in the first century itself but could not 
touch the heart of the majority communi-
ty of this land. The church was blamed for 
her foreign garb. Therefore, many in the 
church wanted an Indian face or identity 
for the church. The new awakening in the 
church after the second Vatican council 
promoted the cultural adaptation and in-
ter-religious dialogue.

Declaration of All India Seminar on 
Church in India Today

In the light of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, in the `All India Seminar on Church in 
India Today` in the year 1969, many new 
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thoughts arose and declarations were 
made.  “We the Christians are the peo-
ple of God on pilgrimage… in communion 
with other religions of our country… We 
should value their great contributions to 
the spiritual treasury of mankind…. The 
significance of Ashrams in the life of the 
church in India is, therefore, to make her 
interior life more authentic and make her 
relationship with the sisters and broth-
ers of other religions more transparent…. 
We should encourage the setting up of 
Aashrams both in rural and in urban are-
as. Thus, we project the true image of the 
church, which is the sacrament of God`s 
love and not merely an efficient wel-
fare society” (113). As a result of these 
thoughts many ashrams came up in India 
for the church to reincarnate in the Indi-
an context. Besides these, many religious 
and priests opted for the ashram way of 
life when the institutional set up and the 
ritualistic life couldn’t satisfy their thirst 
for a deep experience of God.

Founding of Saccidananda Ashram, 
Narsinghpur

Saccidananda Ashram, Narsinghpur 
was founded in April 1971. Its objective 
was dialogue-oriented evangelization 
and it began as a combined effort of the 
Jabalpur Diocese and the Norbertine Or-
der. Fr. Premanand O’Praem was the first 
acharya and his assistant was Fr. Zachari-
as M. of the Jabalpur Diocese. A second 
ashram, “Deepshika” was also started 
in October 1974 at Dhoopghat village 
by Sr. Josephine of the Medical Mission 
Sisters. After a few years of service, the 
Deepshika Ashram was wound up due to 
certain reasons.

Fr. Premanand developed the Ashram 
more or less in the Indian gurukula sys-
tem. His emphasis was on simple life, 
study, prayer and manual works. He also 
developed a good library and contacts 
with the public. After fourteen years of 
service he left this place. 

In the year 1976, Bp. Theophane 
O’Praem invited head of Shantivanam 
Ashram, Trichi to take up the ministry 
of this ashram. Swami Amaldas was sent 
here to take up the leadership. He devel-
oped a few cottages and also invited a 
community of Sisters to collaborate with 
this movement.

Due to the sudden demise of Swami 
Amaldas in 1990, Bp. Theophane ap-
proached the CMI Prior General and 
thus St. Paul Province, Bhopal took 
up this mission at Narsinghpur, when  
Fr. Anto Karokaran was  the Provincial. 
Our Province made an agreement with 
the diocese of Jabalpur on 25-07-1991 
and the expectations of the diocese were 
mentioned like this:“The Bishop`s de-
sire is to establish an Ashram which will 
in course of time develop into a center 
for inter-religious dialogue, prayer, 
meditation, research in Indian spiritual 
sadhanas, Indian culture and other reli-
gions, leading towards the formation of a 
genuine Indian liturgy.”

Afterwards on 22-11-1996 some res-
olutions were made after two days of 
discussions and deliberations between 
Bp. Theophane, ashram community and 
a few well-wishers of  Narsinghpur town. 
The vision and the mission of the ashram 
was specified as: ” To build the kingdom 
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of God, sharing the good News of Jesus 
through the means of cultural adapta-
tions, Indian spirituality and inter-reli-
gious dialogue.”

Activities carried out by  
Saccidananda Ashram

1. Cultural adaptation: In life style we 
followed simplicity, silence, vegetarian 
food, hospitality, eco-friendliness and 
openness to other religions. Mytrimandir 
was built in Indian architecture, rooms 
were built as cottages, the buildings were 
painted in saffron colour, the campus was 
given the look of a tapovan (a forest area 
for spiritual exercises).

2. Indian Spirituality: Promoted Indian 
spirituality through the classes of “Inte-
riority and Integration”, yoga, meditation 
and inter-religious prayer.

3. Indian liturgy: We adopted in the Holy 
Mass a symbolic language which is more 
akin to Indian culture and expressive 
of Christian mysteries, followed three 
sandhyas, arati, keertans and satsanghs. 
We nurtured silent prayer, contempla-
tion and meditation. 

4. Inter-religious dialogue: Worked for 
religious harmony and peace through 
inter-religious gatherings on feast days, 
joined the programmes of other religions 
and organized seminars on non-violence 
and peace. We acknowledged the good-
ness of other religions keeping the scrip-
tures and symbols of other religions in 
Mytri Mandir.

5. Sharing of the knowledge of spiritual-
ity, religions and sciences through library: 
Our library which has got more than five 

thousand books related to all major sub-
jects is open to the public.

6. Sharing of the healing grace of Jesus 
through the healing ministry. Swami Sa-
danand started healing  ministry through 
herbal medicines, prayer, counselling and 
yoga. It is continued even today.

7. Reconciliation and prison ministry: 
Ashram has done significant efforts for 
the reconciliation of rival groups, broken 
families and individuals. We help to bring 
changes in the lives of prisoners by vis-
iting, giving counselling and organizing 
programmes.

8. Promoted mental health and joy 
through the peace garden. Opening the 
peace garden for the public to walk, sit 
and meditate, we helped them for their 
mental health and joy.

9. Samanvay Pariwar (Family of harmo-
ny): Twenty-five years back Swami Sa-
danand started an organization called 
Samanvay pariwar in which people from 
all religions were members. Along with 
this organization, ashram organized in-
ter-religious gatherings, seminars and 
other programmes. It helped us to have 
more public contacts and to share the 
values of religious harmony and peace.

10. Retreats, courses and prayers: Hun-
dreds of formees of various religious 
Congregations have attended the cours-
es of interiority and integration (Ashram 
experience). Many Fathers and Sisters 
have made their retreats here. Many Fa-
thers, Sisters and Brothers who had cri-
ses in vocation and ministry have stayed 
here for reflection, guidance and prayer. 
Many lay people and families even from 
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other religions have come and stayed in 
the ashram for healing and renewal.

11. Pastoral Animation: Ashram ani-
mates a parish community of 25 families 
and they also join the programmes of the 
ashram.

Some visible impacts of the  
Ashram ministry

Many people from the town love to come 
to the Ashram. They feel at home here 
and say: we feel peace here. They walk, 
take photos, sometimes visit Mytri Man-
dir, sit and meditate. People appreciate 
our openness, simplicity and hospitality. 
Many at Narsinghpur have high regard 
for Swami Sadanand. They gratefully re-
member his all-embracing love, healing, 
counselling and guidance. Hundreds of 
people come here on the Christmas day 
and many of them enter Mytri Mandir 
and light candles and pray. During the 
public meeting many non-Christians 
speak on Jesus and sing Christmas songs.

Some reflections for the future of 
 the ashram mission 

Saccidananda Ashram has remained 
here for the last fifty years as “the city 
built on a hill”. It has succeeded to share 
the Good news of Jesus and to show an 
Indian and compassionate face of the 
Church. The multi-religious community 
has whole-heartedly welcomed this min-
istry. We believe God`s spirit will move 
people towards their salvation.

Every institution has got a structure and 
way of communicating the values of the 
Gospel. The Saccidananda Ashram has 

got  a different structure and  way. This 
difference makes some theological state-
ments regarding our views on cultures, 
religions and values of Gospel. The age-
old values of our country are unity in 
diversity and an inclusive spirituality. As 
we read the signs of the time and remem-
ber our Lord`s commandment of “love 
one another”, we feel the Ashram minis-
try has got a prophetic voice in our mis-
sionary endeavors.

In the society and in the church, people 
go through various ways for their reli-
gious experience. We can learn that there 
are many who seek the ways of silence, 
simplicity, openness, contemplation and 
meditation. For such people the Ashram 
would be a suitable place.

When fundamentalism and communal-
ism are creeping into all religions and 
spreading intolerance, violence and fear, 
the Ashram can remain as a catalyst to 
spread the values of oneness of human-
ity, love and peace.

While the modern culture is very much 
influenced by consumerism, comfort and 
technology and goes away from nature, 
Ashram can counter this culture with its 
simplicity, silence and eco-friendliness.

Time is changing and Ashram also needs 
changes. New structures and ways may 
be needed for a new momentum for this 
mission. More youngsters should come 
and experience the strengths and chal-
lenges of the Ashram life and should opt 
for this mission which less people have 
trodden.
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The book by name ‘Dunston Achane Kurichu’ contains valuable 
memories about Fr. Dunston. It is jointly published by Dharmar-
am Publications – Bengaluru and Preshitha Communications 
– Coimbatore. This book will be more informative about the life 
history of Fr.Dunston who is well known for his saintly life and 
activities.

Author : Fr.George Nereparambil

U¬Ì³ A¨s\¡pdn¨v

Edited by Fr.John Mannarathara.  Viva Books Private Limited  

Chavara was a literary genius  with incredible range and depth. 
He popularized vernacular literature.  In his magnum opus 
Atmanutapam we witness the amalgamation of Hindu prayer 
songs and Muslim Mappila songs done in the best spirit of 
religious tolerance.  He was a saint with a universal vision; he 
was a leader who was gentle but firm.  Like Midas, he turned 
into gold everything he touched.

LIFE AND LEGACY OF  
SAINT KURIAKOSE ELIAS  CHAVARA

Br. Georgekutty Kallukalam, Placid forum, Sacred Heart 
Monastery, Chethipuzha, Changanachery (2019)

This is the seventh book published in the placid series. As  
Archbishop Mar. Joseph Perumthottam has written, “The 
image of St. Thomas Christians was perfectly reflected in 
the person of Fr. Placid. It is difficult to point another person 
as Fr. Placid who has imbibed the spirit of this church.”  Br. 
Georgekutty Kallukalam has made this unique contribution 
in Placid series by presenting  the biography of Fr. Placid in 
the picture story format. 

¹mknUv A¨³ þ Nn{XIY
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HmÀash¨ \mÄ apXð ZnhyImcpWy ̀ àn 

¡mbn PohnXw kaÀ¸n¡pI, Iym³kdnsâ 

Akl\ob thZ\Isf ]cmXnIfnñmsX 

Gäphm§n ssZhkvXpXn¡mbn ImgvN-

sh¡pI, acWw sXm«Sps¯¯pt¼mgpw 

ZnhyImcpWy\mYs\ ]pôncntbmsS tNÀ 

¯p]nSn¡pI. ]dªphcpóXv Xncpk` 

IgnªhÀjw hmgv¯s¸«hcpsS KW¯n 

te¡v DbÀ¯nb ImÀtem AIypänkns\ 

Ipdn¨ñ, ImÀtembpsS hnip²PohnXw 

A\pkvacn¸n¡pó APv\sb Ipdn¨mWv; 

C¡gnª Znhkw (P\phcn 22) Cutim 

bpsS kón[nbnte¡v bm{Xbmb 27 hbkp 

Imcn APv\ tPmÀPv Fó Pokkv bq¯ns\ 

¡pdn¨mWv.

Cutimsb kt\ln¡m³ aðkcn¨hÄ, 

Iym³kÀ tImi§Ä I®pw ImXpw Icfpw 

hmbpw XmSnsbñpw ImÀsóSp¯t¸mgpw 

]pôncn XqInbhÄ,   thZ\bmð   ]pfbpt¼m 

Ät]mepw thZ\ kln¨v \SópXsó  ]Ån 

bnð hcWsaóv hmin ]nSn¨hÄ, temIv 

Uu¬ Zn\§fnð t]mepw Cutimsb 

XcWsaóv \nÀ_Ôw ]nSn¨hÄ, thZ\I 

fpsS temI¯p\nóv ssZhw Ahsf Xncn 

¨phnfn¡m³ kIecpw {]mÀ°n¨t¸mgpw 

kl\§Ä IqSpXð Xcm³ CutimtbmSv 

At]£n¨hÄ,  kIescbpw  AÛpXs¸Sp 

¯nb APv\bv¡v Gähpw tNcpóXv, hmgv 

¯s¸« ImÀtem AIypänknsâ tkmZcn 

Fó hntijWwXsóbmIpw!
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kl\w \ðItWsbóv {]mÀ°n¨ hnip 

²mßm¡sf Ipdn¨v hmbn¨n«pïv, PohnX 

a{Xbpw ZnhyImcpWy Cutimbv¡v kaÀ 

¸n¨ hnip²sc¡pdn¨pw tI«n«pïv. 

Fómð, A{]Imcsamcp ]pWyPohnXw 

ASp¯p\nóv ImWm³, AhÄ¡p thïpó 

Bßob ip{iqjIÄ e`yam¡m³ Ahk 

csamcp¡nb ssZhlnXw HmÀ¡pt¼mÄ 

Fsâ I®pIÄ \ndbpóp. ssZhta \o 

F{X atlmóX³! Hcp hyànsb Xncpk` 

hnip² ]Zhnbnte¡v DbÀ¯póXv \mfp 

IÄ \ofpó, k¦oÀWamb ]T\§Ä¡pw 

kq£va]cntim[\IÄ¡pw tijamWv. 

Fómð, GXmïv 17 hÀjambn APv\sb 

ASp¯dnbmhpóbmÄ Fó \nebnð 

F\n¡v km£ys¸Sp¯m\mIpw, Hcp hnip 

²bv¡Sp¯ PohnXambncpóp AhfptSXv!

Fsâ kl]mTnbpsS (APva) ktlmZcn 

bmb APv\sb BZyambn ImWpt¼mÄ 10 

hbkpImcnbmbncpóncn¡pw AhÄ. hfcp 

óXn\v A\pkcn¨v CutimtbmSpÅ Ah 

fpsS kvt\lhpw hfÀóp. tImfPv ]T\ 

Ime¯v Pokkv bq¯nð kPohambXn 

eqsS ssIhó Bßob t]mjWs¯ 

Ipdn¨v AhÄXsó ]dªn«pïv. _ncp-

Zhpw _ncpZm\´c _ncpZhpw anI¨ 

amÀt¡msS ]mkmbn tXhc Fkv.F¨v 

tImfPnse tImtagvkv Un¸mÀ«psaânð 

Aknkväâ v s{]m^kdmbn DtZymKw 

e`n¨ \mfpIfnemWv, GXmïv \mec hÀ-

jwap¼v Im³kÀ tImi§Ä AhfpsS 

XmSnsbñnð kmón[yw Adnbn¨Xv.

ASnb´nc ikv{X{Inb DÄs¸sSbpÅ 

NnInÕbneqsS PohnX¯nte¡v Xncn 

s¨¯n, ]t£, B kuJyZn\§Ä¡v 

Að¸mbptk DïmbncpópÅq. I®pw  

ImXpw Icfpw XmSnsbñpw A[c§fp 

sañmw ImÀópXnóm³ Im³kÀ tImi 

§Ä aÕcn¨t¸mgpw AhfpsS apJ¯p\n 

óv ]pôncn amªnñ, A[c§fnð\nóv 

ssZhkvXpXn AIónñ. C¡mebfhnð 

Hcp I®nsâ ImgvNbpw Hcp ImXnsâ 

tIÄhnbpw am{Xañ AhfpsS apJIm´n-

bpw IhÀsóSp¯p Im³kÀ. cïp amkw 

ap¼v kwkmctijnbpw Gsd¡psd \ã 

ambn. AhfpsS ]oUmkl\§fpsS Ah 

km\ \mfpIfnð, cïc hÀjwap¼v Ah 

fpsS CShI hnImcnbmbn Rm³ \nban 

¡s¸«Xpw asämcp ssZhlnXw.

ZnhyImcpWyt¯mSpÅ AhfpsS `àn 

IqSpXð ASp¯dnª \mfpIfmbncpóp 

AXv. Cutim Xsó kvt\ln¡póXn 

t\¡mÄ IqSpXð X\n¡v Cutimsb 

kvt\ln¡Ww AXn\pthïnbpÅ aÕc 

¯nembncpóp AhÄ Fóv ]et¸mgpw 

tXmónbn«pïv. Ip«n¡mew apXð ioen¨ 

A\pZn\ Znhy_en ITn\ thZ\bpsS 

Zn\§fnepw AhÄ apS¡nbnñ. ]n¨sh 

¡pó Ip«nsbt¸mse A½bpsS Icw ]n 

Sn¨v AhÄ Znhy_enbnð ]¦psImÅm³ 

ssZhmeb¯nse¯pw. hml\kuIcyw 

Hcp¡m³ {ian¨ Fsó XSªpsImïv 

AhÄ ]dª hm¡pIÄ F§s\ Rm³ 

ad¡pw: ""kl\w Hgnhm¡m³ Fsó {]tem 

`n¸n¡pIbmWtñ!''

temIvUu¬ Ime¯v s]mXpP\ ]¦mfn 

¯t¯msSbpÅ Znhy_enIÄ hne¡s¸ 

«t¸mgpw hnip² IpÀ_m\ DÄs¡mÅm³ 

AhÄ ImWn¨ \nÀ_Ô_p²n A¼c¸n 

¡póXmbncpóp. hnip² IpÀ_m\bpambn 

AhfpsS  ho«nte¡v  \S¯nb   bm{Xbv¡nsS 

F{Xtbm  XhW  s]meoknsâ   tNmZyw   sN¿ 

en\v hnt[b\mbn«psïtóm! tcmKw aqÀ 

Ñn¨v Bip]{Xnbnð {]thin¸n¡s¸« 

C¡gnª HcmgvN Fsâ AP]me\ Pohn 

X¯nð Hcn¡epw ad¡m\mhnñ. Bip 

]{Xn apdn ZnhyImcpWy Bcm[\m Nm¸ 

em¡n amänb Zn\§fmbncpóp AXv. Ah 
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Ä¡v \ðIm\mbn sImïpt]mIpó Xncp 

thmkvXn¡p apónð Hcp aWn¡qtdmfw 

kabw a\kpsImïv kvXpXnbmcm[\IÄ 

AÀ¸n¨tijamIpw AhÄ Cutimsb \m 

hnð kzoIcn¡pI.

ZnhyImcpWy\mYs\ kzoIcn¨psImïpX-

sóbmbncpóp AhÄ Cutimbnð hnebw 

{]m]n¨Xpw (A[c§Ä Xpd¡m³t]mepw 

km[n¡mXncpó AhÄ XncpthmkvXn 

shÅ¯nð Aenbn¨v, `£Ww \ðIm³ 

hbdv Xpf¨v C«ncn¡pó Syq_neqsSbmWv 

DÄs¡mïncpóXv. Ignª Ggp amkambn 

C{]Imcambncpóp AhfpsS hnip² IpÀ 

_m\ kzoIcWw FópIqSn AdnbWw). B 

hnip²acWw I¬apónð\nóv ambnñ. 

tcmKote]\w kzoIcn¨v hnip² IpÀ_m\ 

DÄs¡mïtijw Fsâ Icw]nSn¨v sNm 

ñn¯pS§nb Cutim adnbw butkt¸, 

Fó krIrXP]w AcaWn¡qÀ ]nón 

«t¸mtg¡pw B iÐw t\À¯pt\À¯v 

CñmXmbn, AhÄ Cutimbv¡v kaÀ¸n¨ 

Pohizmkw \ne¨p shÅnbmgvN D¨Xncn 

ªv IrXyw aqón\v, Cutim acn¨ AtX 

kabw! ssZhta, Hcp hnip²bpsS kzÀK 

{]m]vXn¡v km£nbm¡pIbmbncptóm 

AhnSpóv Fsó!

Adnbnñ, ]t£, Hsó\n¡dnbmw ]cnNb 

s¸Spó Fñmhcnte¡pw ZnhyImcpWy 

Cutimsb ]IÀóp\ðIpI FóXmbn 

cpóp AhfpsS B{Klw. hnip² sIm¨p 

t{Xkysbbpw hnip² Aðt^m³km 

½sbbpw t]mse, tcmK¡nS¡bnembn 

cn¡pt¼mgpw kl\§f{Xbpw ImgvNsh 

¨Xpw B \ntbmK¯n\pthïnXsó. Ah-

fpsS acWwt]mepw ZnhyImcpWy {]tLm 

jWambn amdnbXpw AXpsImïpXsó 

bmhWw. ZnhyImcpWy CutimtbmSpÅ 

AhfpsS kvt\lw {]IoÀ¯n¡pó F{X 

sb{X Ipdn¸pIfmWv kmaqlyam[ya§ 

fnð CSw]nSn¨Xv.

ZnhyImcpWy CutimtbmSpÅ `ànbnð 

hfcm\pÅ \½psS {]mÀ°\Ifnð AhÄ 

C\nbpw \s½ klmbn¡pw, Xsó Gsd 

kvt\ln¡pó, Xm³ AXntesd kvt\ln 

¡pó CutimbpsS sXm«Sp¯mbncpóp 

sImïv. AhÄ Pohn¨ncpó Ime¯v 

Pohn¡m³ km[n¨XmWv \½psS ]pWyw. 

APv\m, \o ]dpZokbnð Bbncn¡p 

t¼mÄ R§tfbpw HmÀt¡Wsa.

(^m. Po³ s^enIvkv Im«mticn, sshäne 

skâ v ]m{Sn¡v ssZhmeb hnImcn  

FB Post)
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henb Hcp Ncn{Xkw`h¯n\p \½Ä  

km£yw hln¡pIbmbncpóp. {]nb¦c 

\mb IWnbmcI¯v {_qtWm A¨s\ 

Xncpk` ssZhZmk\mbn«v {]Jym]n¨, B 

Hcp henb kw`h¯n\p \½Ä km£n 

IfmIpIbmbncpóp. AXnsâ HmÀ½ \ne 

\nÀ¯m\mWv Ct¸mÄ ChnsS \½Ä XpS 

§nb BtLmjIcamb ]cnip² IpÀ 

_m\ AÀ¸Whpw XpSÀóphcpó Xncp¡À 

½§fpsañmw.

]¯mw \qämïnsâ Bcw`¯nð Pohn¨ 

skâ v. {_qtWmsb¡pdn¨p Rm³   BZy-

ta    Hcp  hm¡v,  ]dªpsImÅs«. PÀa\n 

bnse sImtfmWnð P\n¨phfÀó Hcp 

hyànbmbncpóp skâ v. {_qtWm Fódn 

bs¸Spó B hnip²³. At±lw A[ym]

I\pw, ]WvUnX\pw, `cW]cnjvIÀ 

¯mhpw slÀanän¡ð samWmkvänknkw  

sImïp\Só IÀi\kz`mhapÅ PohnXw 

\bn¨h\pambncpóp.

Aós¯ ]cnip²]nXmhv BtemN\¡m 

c\mbn«p Cu skâ v. {_qtWmsb hnfn¡p 

Ibpw ssZhmcm[\m{Ia¯nepw k`mim 

kv{X¯nepw AP]me\ taJebnepapÅ 

At±l¯nsâ kn²nIsfms¡ At\z 

jn¨p a\Ênem¡pIbpw AP]me\ \nÀÆ 

lW¯n\mbn«v D]tbmKs¸Sp¯pIbpw 

sNbvXn«pïv. skâ v. {_qtWmbpsS IoÀ 

¯ntI« cïv B]vXhmIy§fnXmbncpóp. 

“By your Work you show what you love 
and what you know.” \nsâ {]hr¯n 

ImWpt¼mfdnbmw \o BscbmWv kvt\

ln¡póXv, \n\s¡´dnbmw? AXmbn 

cpóp At±l¯nsâ BIvkntbmamän¡m 

bn«pÅ {]tbmKssien. cïmat¯Xv 

Crux stat dum volvitar orbis, “while 
the world changes the cross stands 
steady”. Ipcnip amäanñmsX \nð¡póp. 

temIw amdnadnªpsImïncn¡póp. 

XncphN\§Ä t]msebpÅ Cu cïv 
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B]vXhmIy§Ä. skâ v. {_qtWmbpsS 

Gähpw henb kw`mh\bmbn Xncpk`bpw 

]cnip² knwlmk\hpw F¡mehpw 

kzoIcn¨n«pÅXmWv. ASp¯Xmbn At± 

lw FgpXnb {][m\s¸« Hcp Imcyw 

CXmbncpóp ""icocw ]pd¯p sh¨n«v 

Bßmhns\ am{Xw AI¯p {]th 

in¸n¡Ww.'' {]mÀ°\¡mbncn¡pt¼mÄ, 

 s]mXpthZnbnembncn¡pt¼mÄ, IÀ¯mhn 

t\mSp IqSnbmbncn¡pt¼msfms¡ \½sf 

Spt¡ï am\ZWvU§fmbn«mWv At±lw 

CsXms¡ ]dªXv. CXnsâ ]Ým¯e 

¯nemWv \½Ä \½psS kz´¡mc\mb 

{_qtWm A¨\ntes¡¯póXv.

A¨s\¡pdn¨pÅ kpµcamb Hcp {]`m 

jWw s{]mhn³jyð A¨³ BapJ¯nð 

\ðIn. F¦nepw Fsâ D¯chmZnXz 

amsWóv hnNmcn¨v Rm³ GXm\w Imcy 

§Ä {_qtWm A¨s\¡pdn¨v ]dbpI 

bmWv, \n§Ä tI«Xv HómhÀ¯n¡pI 

am{XamWv sN¿póXv. A¨³ cma]pc¯v 

1894þð Xethen Fó kvYe¯p IWn 

bmcI¯p Xdhm«nð P\n¨p ]T\sañmw 

Ignªp 1923 sabv amkw 20þmw XnbXn 

IpcymftÈcn tXmakv sa{Xm\nð \nópw 

]«w kzoIcn¨ hyànbmWv. XpSÀóv 

At±lw ]p¯³ IpÀ_m\ apt¯men 

B{ia¯nð AÀ¸n¨p. hfsctbsd k¦o 

ÀWX \ndª hgnbneqsSbmWv A¨³ 

aptóm«v \Sóp \o§nbXv. tIcf¯nð 

BIam\w \ndªp \nð¡pó CMI tI{µ 

§fnseñmw At±l¯nsâ kmón[yw 

Dïmbncpóp. tXhc, hmg¡pfw, ]pfn¦póv, 

IdpIpän, ]pXp¸Ån, Ipcy\mSv, XtemÀ, 

Fð¯pcpXv, ISepïn, ap«mÀ, Aa\Ic, 

apt¯men, ]qªmÀ, [À½mcmw, sIt¦cn, 

Zo]nI B{iaw Fón§s\ 15 CS§fnð 

{_qtWm A¨³ tkh\w sNbvXp. 

H«pan¡ kvYe§fnepw s{]mIyptdäÀ 

Bbn«v, km¼¯nIw t\m¡pó Bfmbn«v, 

Irjn¸WnIsfms¡ t\m¡póbmfmbn«v 

ip{ipjIÄ sNbvXXv. 68 hÀjs¯ 

kaÀ¸nX PohnX¯n\ptijw. 1991 Unkw 

_À 15þ\v 97þmas¯ hbÊnð At±lw 

]ctemI{]m]vX\mbn. ChnsS skâ v. 

 B³kv B{ia¯nsâ   skant¯cnbnemWv 

At±lw A´yhn{iaw sImÅpóXv. 

A¨sâ Imcy§Ä \ap¡dnhpÅXmWv 

F¦nepw Rm³ HtómÀ½n¸n¡pópsh 

tóbpÅp.

kn.Fw.sF Xdhm«nð A\izcX t\Snb 

Hcp ]äw ]nXm¡òmcpïv. AZv`pXIcamb 

coXnbnð BßhnkvabwsImffn¡pó 

A¨òmcmbncpóp AhÀ. kpdnbm\n ae 

_mÀ enäÀPn ]WvUnXòmÀ, kmaqlnI 

]cnjvIÀ¯m¡Ä, k`m \nba ]WvUn 

XòmÀ XpS§nb Hcp]nSn BfpIsf P\n 

¸n¨ HdnPn\ð tIm¬{KntKj³ BWv 

kn.Fw.sF. `mcX \{kmWnIfpsS ss] 

XrIw kwc£n¡póXnð Xo{h]cn{iaw 

\S¯nbhcmWv kn.Fw.sF A¨òmÀ. 

amóm\s¯ sImth´ AXns\mcp Hsóm 

óc sSkvävsaâ v Bbn F\n¡v ]et¸mgpw 

tXmónbn«pïv. B sImth´ Im¯p-

kq£n¡pó aqey§fpw, aqe{KÙ§fpw 

\s½sbñmw AÛpXs¸Sp¯pw. Ipcy\mSv 

B{ia¯nse AÄ¯mc _meòmÀ NmÀ 

¯nsImSp¯ Hcp t]cmWv s{]mhn³jym 

f¨³ ChnsS ]dªXv, {_qtWm A¨s\ 

Bßmh¨s\ómWv hnfn¨ncpóXv. {Inkv 

Xob aqey§fpsS Hcp¯a XdhmSmWv 

IWnbmcI¯p IpSpw_w. amWnaev]m³ 

A¨³ \½psS ]pWyhm³ NmhdIpcym 

t¡mk¨sâ Abð¡mc\mWv, BZyw 

{hXw sNbvXhcnsemcmfmWv. AXpt]mse 

bmt¡m_v I¯\mÀ XpS§n Hcp]nSn t{i-

jvTcmb sshZnIsc Cu IpSpw_w P\n 

¸n¨p. AXnsemcmfmWv Fsâ Kpcp\mY³ 

IqSnbmb tPmÀPv IWnbmcI¯¨³.

_lpam\s¸« {_qtWm A¨³ kÀÆ 

k½X\mb Hcp kaÀ¸nX sshZnI\mbn 

cpóp. kn.Fw.sF ss]XrI¯nsâ Hcp 

Portiuncula - a small  portion of land, 

Asñ¦nð Hcp portable tradition Fóv 

At±ls¯ \ap¡p hntijn¸n¡mw. 
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kn.Fw.sF Fóv ]dbpt¼mÄ AXnsâ 

sF¡¬ Bbn {_qtWm A¨³ \nð 

¡póp, FóXmWv Rm³ ]dª B 

hm¡pIfpsS ]nónepÅ AÀ°w. anX`mjn 

bpw, IriKm{X\pw, Xm]km`napJyapÅ 

h\pambncpóp A¨³. At±lw Aa\Ic 

sImth´bnembncpó Ime¯v, Rm³ cma 

]pcw AkvsX´nbmbn ip{ipj sN¿póp. 

A¨s\ ImWm\pw, A¨sâ ASp¯v Ip¼ 

kmcn¡m\pw, A¨sâbSp¯p kn.Fw.sF 

tIm¬{KntKjs\¡pdn¨p hÀ¯am\w ]d 

bm\psams¡bmbn F\n¡v [mcmfw Ahk 

c§Ä In«nbn«pïv. Aa\Icbnð sNómð 

`£Ww XcmsX At±lw Hcn¡epw hnSp 

Inñmbncpóp. cma]pcw ]Ånbnse Fñm 

Imcy§fnepw hninjym, Ip¼kmcn¸n 

¡ð, {]Z£nWw, arXkwkvImcip{iq 

jIfnseñmw A¨³ hóp klmbn¡pam 

bncpóp. A§s\sbmcp Godly Humani 
sm "ssZhnIamb Hcp am\hnIX' Hcp a\p 

jyXzw sImïp\Sóncpó ssZh¯nsâ 

Hcp aI\mbncpóp {_qtWm A¨³. ChnsS 

]dbs¸«Xpt]mse PmXnaX t`Zat\y 

BfpIÄ A¨s\ kvt\ln¨ncpóp, Cãs¸ 

«ncpóp. ]W]camb Imcy§fnð ip{iqj 

 sNbvXncpót¸mgpw  AsXñmw  IrXyambn«v 

\S¯m³ At±l¯n\v km[n¨p. 

kpdnbm\n k`bpsS ss]XrI¯nsâ, ]mc 

¼cy§fpsS,  Hcmbp[]pcXsóbmbncpóp 

{_qtWm A¨³. Cóv ]et¸mgpw Bbp 

[§Ä \ãs]« ]pcIfmbn \½Ä amdp 

ópïv. \½nse Bbp[w, kphnti 

j¯nsâ ssNX\yw, BßobX, Cu 

k`m kaqlt¯mSpÅ {]Xn_²X Hs¡ 

\ãs¸Spt¼mÄ, Bbp[w \ãs]« Bbp 

[¸pc am{Xw sImïv \S¡póhcmbn«p 

\mw amdpIbmWv. By living an orderly 
and ordinary life he has naturally enter 
ed into the state of servant of God. 

Ct±lw thsd AÛpXw Hópw sNbvX 

bmfñ. km[mcW coXnbnð k`bpsS 

\nba§Ä¡\pkrXambn«p ordinary and 
orderly Bbn«pÅ Hcp PohnXw \bn¨p 

AXv IrXyambn sNbvXpshóXmWv 

A¨sâ Gähpw henb t\«w. \ap¡dnbmw, 

]W¯nsâ Imcy¯nð AanX {]m[m\yw 

\½Ä sImSp¡pt¼mÄ, Ft¸mfpw \½Ä 

Nn´n¡póXv Hmtcmónsâbpw hnesbs´ 

ómWv? F{X cq]bmIpw. B Nn´bnð 

AXnsâ values AXv Im¯v kq£n¡pó, 

Asñ¦nð AXv \ðIpó spiritual 
values \½Ä \ãs¸Sp¯póp. C§s\ 

DÅ Hcp temI¯nð, \aps¡mcp B[ym 

ßnI tSmWn¡mWv kXy¯nð {_qtWm 

A¨³. Bruno achan is a priest of 
inwardness, not of appearances. B´ 

coIXbpsS Bfmbncpóp At±lw _mly 

ambn«pÅ Imcy§fptSXñ. [mÀ½nIX 

bpsS a\pjy\mbncpóp; \½Ä ImWpó 

]pdw temI¯nsâ, A[nImc¯nsâ Bf 

ñmbncpóp. \ñ \njvTbpÅ BÄ, not of 
externalities, _mlymUw_c§fnð 

Hópw {i²n¡m¯h³.

DÅnð \nópw ]Tn¸n¨ A[ym]I³. 

{_qtWm A¨s\ \½Ä ImWpt¼mgpw 

kwkmcn¡pt¼mgpw AXmWv FñmhÀ¡pw 

A\p`hs¸SpóXv. lrZbw sImïv kwkm 

cn¨h³. Nmhd Ipcymt¡mkv A¨³ ]pWy 

hm\mb henb `cWIÀ¯mhmbncpóp, 

_p²n cm£k\mbncpóp, henb hnZym`ym 

khnN£W\mbncpóp, kmaqly ]cnjvI 

À¯mhmbncpóp, hnImcn P\dembncpóp, 

{KÙIÀ¯mhmbncpóp, `mjm]WvUnX 

\mbncpóp. B \neIfnseñmw {]tim`n¨ 

hn. Awt{_mkv, hn. AKkvän³ XpS§nb 

henb ]nXm¡òmcpsS KW¯nð tNÀ¯v 

k` At±ls¯ \ndp¯n; BÀ¡pw Hcp 

Ime¯pw AhKWn¡m³ ]äpó hyàn 

bñ hn. Nhdb¨³ Fóv \ap¡v Adnbmw. 

{_qtWm A¨\mIs« AÄ¯mc ip{ipj, 

ASp¡fbnð ]Wn, ]d¼nð t]mbn Irjn 

Cd¡ð, Nmgnhne¡v, ]mhs¸«hcpsS 

kwkvImc ip{ipjIÄ CsXms¡bmbn 

cpóp At±l¯nsâ {]tXyIXIÄ. CXv 

cïpw hfsc hXykvXamb cïv Imcy§ 

fñ; Htc Imcy¯nsâ cïv {]tbm 
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àm¡fmbn«v AhÀ s]cpamdn. F\n¡p 

tXmópóXp cïpt]cpw kn.Fw.sF 

tIm¬{KntKjsâ, \{kmWnk`bpsS 

lapis lazuli, Xnf§pó amWnIy¡ñpIÄ 

BWv. cïv t]cpw Htc amkväÀ sjt¸À 

Uns\ ]n³XpScpóp. 

{_qtWm A¨³ H¨¸mSpIsfmópanñmsX 

HgpIn ]SÀó Hcp \Znbmbncpóp. Hcp ]nSn 

km[mcW¡mcpsS DW§n hcïa\Êp 

Isf, Ið`cWnIsf, ssZhIr] sImïv 

\ndªp Ihnªp Hgp¡m\mbn«p At±l 

¯n\p km[n¨p. A¨sâ kmón[y¯n\pw 

Hcp  ssZhnI  ̀ mh¯nsâ  hym]\w,   Cós¯ 

`mjbnð ]dªmð pandemic ̀ mhw Dïm 

bncpóp. henb Hcp h\¯nse Hcuj[ 

sNSnt]msebmbncpóp {_qtWm A¨³.

Cutim ISens\ im´am¡nbXv AKkvän 

t\mkv ]dbpóXn{]ImcamWv, Tempesta 
sedata, "ISens\ AhnsS Ccp¯n.' Cu 

A¨sâ {]hÀ¯\§sf]änbpw CXp 

Xsó ]dbm\mbn«v km[n¡pw. {_qtWm 

A¨³ hensbmscm¨¸mSnsâ temI¯n 

tebv¡v, \ni_vXXbpsS t_mw_n«h\m 

Wv. FhnsS tImemle§fpïmbmepw 

A¨sâ kmón[yw Iïmð Fñmw XoÀóp. 

Rm³ 1982þð cma]pc¯mbncpót¸mÄ 

{]Z£nW kabs¯ms¡ henb tImem-

le§sfms¡ B \mfpIfnð GXmïv 

]Xnhpt]msebmbncpóp. A§s\bpÅ 

Ahkc¯nð {_qtWm A¨³ sImth 

´bnð \nóv Cd§n hcpóXv Iïmð 

Fñmw XoÀóp. CfIn adnbpó kmlNcy 

s¯ IÀ¯mhp Dd¡n Ccp¯nbXpt]m 

sebmbncpóp {_qtWm A¨sâ kmón[yw. 

AXniàamb kmón[yambncpóp A¨ 

tâXv. BÀknse hnImcnsbt¸mse ‘hos 
pital of souls,' Bßm¡fpsS Hcmip]{Xn 

sbóp \ap¡v hntijn¸n¡mw. A{X 

am{Xw aWn¡qdpIÄ Ip¼kmcn¸n¡p 

hm\pw D]tZiw sImSp¡m\psams¡ 

A¨\ncn¡pambncpóp.

\½psS ssZhmcm[\ {Ias¯bpw, hnip²  

]mc¼cy§sfbpw Cóv ]et¸mgpw sXcp 

hoYnIfnð ]ckyhnNmcWbv¡p hen 

¨nd¡nsImïphcpt¼mÄ {_qtWm A¨\v 

Hcp¯capïv "AXv ]mSnñ, \n§fnXv sN¿ 

cpXv. CXv k`bpsS Aaqeyamb k¼ 

¯mWv. k` ]Tn¸n¡póXv \n§Ä tIÄ 

¡Ww' FópÅ Blzm\w, A¨sâ kzcw, 

\½psS lrZb¯nð F¯psasó\n¡p 

d¸pïv. ssZhXncpa\Ê\pkcn¨p k`tbm 

sSm¯p Nn´n¡Ww; k`bpsS ASn¯d 

bnð \½Ä \nð¡Ww, k`m imkv{Xs¯ 

\½Ä ssIhnScpXv sXämb t_m[\§Ä 

\S¯cpXv Fsóñmw {_qtWm A¨³ \

t½mSv iàambn ]dbpópïv. B[p\nI 

temIw ]dbpóXn\\pkcn¨p ssZhmcm 

[\m{Ias¯ Iodnapdn¡Wsaóñ. B[p 

\nI temI¯n\p thï NnInÕm acpóm 

bn«v ssZhmcm[\sb ImWWw Fóv Xsó 

bmWv BZyImew apXð kn.Fw.sF ]nXm 

¡òmcpw, {_qtWm A¨\psams¡ ]Tn¸n 

¡póXv. ssZhmcm[\sb, Asñ¦nð enäÀ 

Pnsb AXntebv¡v Hcp lexio divina, Hcp 

Unssh³ doUnMv \S¯nb hyànbmbn 

cpóp {_qtWm A¨³. ]Ånbnð hómð 

k¦oÀ¯nbnepÅ Fñm ]pkvXI§fpw 

adn¨pt\m¡pw. kpdnbm\nbnepÅsXñmw 

 A¨\dnbmw. ]Xps¡ AhnsS t]mbncpóp 

{]mÀ°n¡pw, ]m«p]mSpw. IpÀ_m\ ]pkvX 

Is¯ ssZhnIamb bmYmÀYyw t]mse 

hmbn¡pI; Hcp Unssh³ doUnMv Bcm[ 

\m{Ia¯ntebv¡v sImïphcWsaópw 

Bcm[\m{Ia¯nsâ {]YakvYm\w, 

AXnsâ ss{]akn \ãs]Sp¯cpsXópw 

ssZhZmk\mb {_qtWm A¨³ \½sf 

]Tn¸n¡pópïv. 

hnip²\mb _ÀWmÀZnsâ IoÀ¯ns]« 

Hcp hmIyapïv "ap³]nepw ]ndInepw 

I®pïmbncn¡Ww Hcp sshZnI\v.' Hcp 

sshZnI³ temI¯nð \S¡pó Fñm 

Imcy§fpw Iïv a\Ênem¡n AXnsâ 

D¯amwi§Ä lrZb¯nð kq£n¨p 

Pohn¡Ww FómWtñm AXnsâ AÀ°w, 

B[p\nI temI¯n\p Cu \ãs¸«pt]mb 
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]e Imcy§fpw Xncns¨Sp¡póXn\pw 

\mw BcmsWóp Isï¯m\pÅ ]cn{i 

a¯nð \s½ iàns¸Sp¯póXn\p 

sams¡ {_qtWm A¨\v hensbmcnÔ\ 

ambn«p \nð¡m\mbn km[n¡pw Fóp 

ÅXv XoÀ¨bmWv. Cu ssÇloI k`bpsS 

AXn]pcmX\amb A¸kvtXmenI ss]Xr 

Iw, temI¯nsâ AXnÀ¯nIÄ hsc 

kphntijw F¯n¡m\pÅ D¯chmZnXzw 

A¨\nð \nóv \½Ä Hcn¡ð IqSn 

Isït¯ïXmWv. `mcXw apgph³ kphn 

tijw {]kwKn¡m³ A\phmZw Xó 

I¯nsâ Ahkm\w ]cnip² {^m³knkv 

]nXmhv AKkvXnt\mknsâ Hcp hmIy 

amWv sImSp¯Xv, ""\n§Ä¡v kvt\l 

¯nsâ Hcp kvt]kv lrZb¯nepïm 

hs« Fóv.'' A\phmZw Xcpt¼mÄ thdmcp 

sSbpw Hcp sSdnädn Ibdn B{Ian¨p 

]nSn¡m\ñ \ap¡pÅ Hcp kvYew Iïp 

]nSn¡m\mWv. AXpsImïmWv AKkvXo 

t\mknsâ  hmNIw   ]nXmhv    \ðInbXv    kvt\ 

l¯nsâ kvt]kv hÀ[n¡s« \n§fpsS 

DÅnð. At¸mÄ FñmhÀ¡pw kphntijw 

{]kwKn¡phm\pw hfcphm\papÅ 

Ahkcw e`n¡pw. Ipd¨p hÀjw ap³]v 

ssZhhN\w Fó kn\Unð R§Ä 

]s¦Sp¯psImïncpót¸mÄ \½psS 

Aós¯ {]ntbmÀ P\de¨³, ]´¹mw 

sXm«nbne¨³ ]cnip² ]nXmhnt\mSv ̂ pÄ 

skj\nð ]dªp, {_koð R§sf 

Gev]n¡msa¦nð kotdm ae_mÀ k`bpsS 

ss]XrIw R§Ä AhnsS kvYm]ns¨ 

Sp¡mw. ]pd¯nd§nbt¸mÄ Rm³ 

A¨t\mSv ]dªp \ñImcyamWv. kn.Fw. 

sF ¡mÀ Xsó AXv ]dbWw temIw 

apgph³ F¯m\pÅ Icp¯v \n§Ä¡pï.v 

Cu k`bpsS Bcm[\{Iaw AhnsS 

{]Ncn¸n¡phm\pw, kotdm ae_mÀ k` 

bpsS thcpIÄ AhnsS Dd¸n¡phm\p 

apÅ thZnbmtIïXmWXv. 

Ipª¨s\t¸mse XsóbmWv {_qtWm 

A¨\pw. Rm³ Ipª¨s\bpw Iïn«pïv. 

cïv t]cpw Hcpt]mse, Hc½ {]khn¨ 

a¡sft¸mse. ChscIpdnt¨mÀ¡pt¼m 

sgms¡ F\n¡v tXmónbn«pïv  AhcpsS 

icoc{]IrXn, {]mÀ°\, emfnXyamÀó 

PohnXw, Un.kn.Fw.Fkv ImtcmSpÅ 

_Ôw Fñmw. {_qtWm A¨sâ  ZpÀ_e 

icochpw, \nÀ½e a\Êpw tim`bmÀó 

emfnXyhpw k\ymkPohnX¯nð ]men¨ 

AgIpw, shSn¸pw, ip²nbpw, \Só 

t\ÀhgnIfpw, ]dª t\Àhm¡pIfpw, 

\ni_vXXbpsS Kmw`ocyhpw, ]mÀizhð¡ 

cn¡s¸«htcmSpÅ kvt\lhpw Bscbpw 

]nW¡m¯ kao]\hpw Fñmw \ap¡v 

]¯p Iev]\IÄ t]msebmbncn¡Ww. 

Hcp {_qtWm amÀKw Xsó \½Ä 

cq]oIcn¡Ww. tXmabpsS amÀKw Fóv 

\½Ä ]dbpóXp t]mse Hcp {_qtWm 

amÀK¯nsâ ASn¯dbmbn«p Cu {]Jym 

]\hpw ]cnip² ]nXmhv \ap¡v \ð 

Inbn«pÅ Cu B\pIpey§sfñmw `hn 

¡s«sbóp Rm³ {]mÀ°n¡póp.

ap«mÀ B{ia¯nð shÅw s]m§nbt¸mÄ 

Fñmhcpw Xmakw amdWsaóv {]ntbmÀ 

A¨³  ]dbpIbpïmbn.  Fñmhcpw  Xmakw 

amdns¡mïncn¡pt¼mÄ {_qtWm A¨³ 

Aóv sNbvXXv AÄ¯mcbnð Ibdn 

Ccpóp. AÄ¯mc DbÀóXmWtñm. At\z 

jns¨¯nbt¸mÄ A¨³ ]dªp c£ 

s]Sm\pÅ kvYew XncsªSpt¯mfm³ 

]dªXv A§v XsóbmWtñm. AXv 

sImïv Rm³ Cu AÄ¯mcbnð Ibdn 

Ccn¡pIbmbncpóp. `mhnbnð ]cnip² 

knwlmk\w {_qtWm A¨s\ AÄ¯m 

cbnð Xsóbncp¯s«. temIw apgph\p 

apÅ AÄ¯mcIfnencn¡m³ tbmKyX 

bpÅ Ipeo\Ipe PmX\pw kphntij 

¯nsâ sF¡Wpambn«pÅ Cu A¨s\ 

]cnip²]nXmhv A\phZn¡s«sbóp 

Rm³ {]mÀ°n¡pIbmWv. {_n«ojv {][m\ 

a{´nbmbncpó hn³Ì³ NÀ¨nð ]dª 

hmNIt¯msS Rm³ Ahkm\n¸n¡pI 

bmWv, This is not the end CXv Ahkm\

añ. This is not the begining of the end; 
it is perhaps the end of the begining.     
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VATICAN NEWS
St. Irenaeus is declared a doctor of the 

church

In a decree released by the Vatican on 
January 21, the pope ordered that the 
second-century theologian St Irenaeus 
be given the title of “doctor of unity.” He 
said St. Irenaeus’ life  and  teachings  served 
as “a spiritual and theological bridge be-
tween Eastern and Western Christians.” 

‘Pilgrims of Hope’ - motto for Holy 
Year 2025

Pope approved ‘Pilgrims of Hope’ as mot-
to for Holy Year 2025. The motto aims to 
give a concise sense of the full meaning of 
the jubilee journey. The words “pilgrims” 
and “hope” also represent key themes of 
Pope Francis’ pontificate.

Pope closes Year of St. Joseph with 
marginalized young adults

Pope Francis closed the Year of St. Joseph 
with a private visit to a community in Rome 
that helps people experiencing marginali 
zation, crisis     or      substance         abuse. “Do  not   be 
afraid of reality, of the truth, of our mis-
ery,” he told volunteers and the people 
they assist at the Good Samaritan home. 

Nun named secretary-general of Vati-
can City State governing office

Pope Francis has appointed Sister Raffae 
lla Petrini, an Italian member of the US-
based Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist, 
to be secretary-general of the office gov-
erning Vatican City State. The appoint-
ment, effectively makes the 52-year-old 

Rome native the highest-ranking woman 
in the Vatican.

Pope clears way for beatification of 
John Paul I

Pope Francis has signed a decree recog-
nizing a miracle attributed to the inter-
cession of Pope John Paul I, clearing the 
way for his beatification. The Italian pope 
served only 33 days as pontiff; he died in 
the papal apartments on Sept. 28, 1978, at 
the age of 65, shocking the world and a 
church that had just mourned the death 
of St. Paul VI.

Pope names Salesian nun interim  
secretary of Dicastery

Pope Francis has named Salesian Sister 
Alessandra Smerilli as interim secretary 
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development, the Vatican an-
nounced. The 46-year-old Italian is an 
economist and professor of economic 
policy, an adviser to the governing office 
of Vatican City State, and a consultant to 
the Synod of Bishops. 

Vaccination is an act of love, says  
pope in advert campaign

“Being vaccinated with vaccines author-
ized by the competent authorities is an 
act of love. And contributing to ensure 
the majority of people are vaccinated is 
an act of love — love for oneself, love for 
one’s family and friends, love for all peo-
ple,” he said in a public service announce-
ment in Rome.
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CMI PRIOR GENERAL’S HOUSE, KAKKANAD

Rededication of the Renovated 
Church, Mannanam

The rededication of the renovated St Jo-
seph’s Monastery Church, Mannanam, 
and the seventh anniversary of the can-
onization of St Kuriakose Elias Chavara 
and St. Euphrasia were held at Mannan-
am on 23rd November 2021.

Brazil Mission 

Three of our fathers, Fr Dominic Kun-
numpurath (Bijnor Province), Fr Jose Pal-
lickaparambil, and Fr Tomy Pothanapara 

(Rajkot Province) started their mission in 
Brazil on 22nd November, 2021. Fr Dom-
inic and Fr Tomy will be serving in the 
diocese of Santarem in Para state and  
Fr Jose in the diocese of Teixeira de Freit-
as in Bahia state. Best wishes and prayers 
for your new mission journey!

African Mission Gathering

A virtual meeting of CMI members in the 
African Mission was held on 29 Novem-
ber 2021.  Fr Vicar General welcomed all 
to the gathering. Fr Prior General dur-
ing the introductory message thanked 
and appreciated the witnessing mission 
works that our members are doing in 
Africa. There was also sharing by the 
coordinators and members working in 
different African countries such as Ken-
ya, Ghana, Namibia, Madagascar, Ugan-
da, South Africa, and Botswana. Fr Anto 
Thekkudan, co-ordinator, proposed the 
vote of thanks.

First Profession

On December 8, the day of the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception of our Bless-
ed Mother, seventy seven Novices made 
their first profession at different noviti-
ates in our Congregation. On the same 
day all the members of our Congregation 
renewed their vows. For the first time  
novices from Manipur also made their 
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL’S HOUSE

first profession in the Congregation at 
Vinayalaya Novitiate House, Bhanpuri.  

Servant of God

Rev Fr Bruno Kaniarakath CMI is de-
clared ‘Servant of God’ on 15 December, 
2021 at St. Ann’s Monastery, Kurianad. 
The ceremony was officiated by Mar Jo-
seph Kallarangattu, Bishop of the Epar-
chy of Pala. Fr Bruno was a man of prayer, 
a down to earth pastor- popularly known 
as ‘Atmavachan’, simple and humble re-
ligious, compassionate hearted person, 
etc. It was a blessed moment for the CMI 
Congregation that an exemplary son of 
our CMI fraternity was recognized offi-
cially for his saintly and heroic life by the 
Church. 

Reception to New Priests

On 3rd January, 43 new priests of our 
Congregation were given reception at 
the Prior General’s House. On the next 
day, along with Chavara Hills community 
the new priests celebrated Holy Mass at 
the Prior General’s House chapel. Once 
again we have got now 2000 clerical 
members in our Congregation with the 
new batch. It was a grace-filled occa-

sion to thank God for the greatest gift of 
these new priests to our CMI Congrega-
tion. Congratulations and prayerful wish-
es dear young fathers!

Bishops’ Meet

A meeting of the CMI Bishops and Bish-
ops of the CMI North Indian Missions 
was held at Chavara Hills on 04 January, 
2022. There was a lively discussion of the 
Bishops with General Council and Cha-
vara Hills community. 

Major Superior’s Meet

The major superior’s meet was held 
from 5 to 7 January 2022 at St Joseph’s 
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL’S HOUSE

Provincial House, Thiruvanathapuram. 
The meeting, attended by all the major 
superiors had very fruitful discussions 
on various aspects and concerns of the 
Congregation. It also decided to make 
10 yearlong preparations for the bicen-
tenary celebration of the foundation of 
CMI Congregation in 2031. On the sec-
ond day afternoon, education council-
lors of all the provinces also joined the 
meeting for an effective planning of the 
education ministry and its associated ap-
ostolates.  

CMIs for Child Safe World

A workshop on CMI policy on protec-
tion of children and vulnerable adults 
and CMI policy for prevention of sexual 
harassment at workplace was held at 
Prior General’s House on 09-10 January 
2022. Representatives from all the Prov-

inces joined the meeting in the training 
sessions. Various resource persons gave 
inputs on different themes such as canon 
law perspectives, civil law perspectives, 
psycho-socio perspectives, cyber pitfalls 
and care, preventive measures, imple-
mentation strategies, etc. Sessions are to 
be conducted in all the institutions of all 
the provinces as part of the next level of 
its implimentation.
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NEWS FROM PROVINCES

ST CHAVARA VICE - PROVINCE, BHAVNAGAR

Renewal

The CMI Renewal Programme of 2021 of 
St. Chavara Vice- Province began at the 
Devdarshan Provincial house with the in-
augural session at 6.20 pm on 13th Octo-
ber, 2021. Fr. Provincial extended a warm 
welcome to all the members who were 
participating in the online mode either 
in their own places or gathered in bigger 
groups at selected places.

On 15th October, the last day of the Re-
newal Programme, after the summary 
presentations, Fr. Biju Vadakkel, who is 
the co-ordinator for the renewal pro-
gramme in the Chavara Vice- Province, 
joined us to give the concluding message. 
It was a time for deep reflection and anal-
ysis for everyone. Let us hope and pray 
that we imbibe the true spirit of CMI 
charism and carry out our mission with 
more vigour and enthusiasm.

Canonical Visitation by  
Fr. Prior General

The first canonical visitation by Fr. Thom-
as Chathamparampil, the Prior General, 

began on 16th October in Devdarshan 
Provincial House. All the members of 
the Provincial House together with the 
provincial council were present. Fr. Gen-
eral met all the members of the Provin-
cial house and also the members of the 
Provincial Council and the Provincial 
Auditor. After these individual meetings 
there was a GCPC meeting with all the 
members of the General Council and the 
Provincial Council. On 18 October, there 
was a common meeting of the members 
of the province in the afternoon.

Fr. General addressed the gathering and 
shared his experience after the visitation 
and shared his vision for the future of the 
province and the congregation. General 
Councillors and the Auditor also shared 
the news from their departments and 
their future programmes. Fr. General also 
released the Province Directory 2021. 

Jubilee Celebration

We celebrated the silver jubilee of the 
first profession of two of our fathers-  
Fr.Jomon Illickal and Fr Vinod Poovakottu 
on 2nd October in the St. Xavier’s School 
Campus, Junagadh. Fr Jomon is ren-
dering pastoral service in Germany and  
Fr Vinod is working in Junagadh School.

The concelebrated mass was celebrated 
by the Jubilarians flanked by Fr. Provin-
cial and Fr. Jose Kochupoovakottu.
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May God’s work continue through their 
lives.

Reopening of Schools

After the Diwali holidays, our schools are 
reopened with offline classes. The High 
School section was already having offline 
classes before the holidays itself. Most 
schools are reporting good response 
from the students and a good number of 
students prefer to come to school rather 
than attending the online mode. Howev-
er, the number of students attending in 
the lower classes is less. 

ST JOHNS PROVINCE, BIJNOR

Golden Bells in Bijnor

Bijnor Mission is on the threshold of 
completing fifty years of mission work in 
this land of gods(Devabhoomi).

The ecclesiastical unit of Bijnor was cre-
ated as an Apostolic Exarchate on 23 
March, 1972 by  Pope Paul VI and was 
entrusted to the Sacred Heart Province 
of the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate 
for the work of evangelization. Rev. Fr. 
Gratian Mundadan CMI was appointed 
the Apostolic Exarch. It was bifurcated 
from the Diocese of Meerut. At present, 
the Eparchy of Bijnor consists of a part of 
the district of Bijnor in Uttar Pradesh and 
districts of Pauri, Rudraprayag, Chamoli, 
Tehri, Uttarkashi and a part of Haridwar 
in Uttarakhand.

Pope Paul VI raised the Apostolic Exar-
chate of Bijnor to an eparchy on 26 Feb-
ruary, 1977 and Apostolic Exarch Gra-
tian Mundadan CMI was appointed its 
first Bishop.

Msgr. Gratian Mundadan CMI was the 
first superior of the CMIs working in Bi-
jnor. In 1978, the CMIs serving in the 
mission of Bijnor were constituted into a 
Mission Unit and Fr. Raymond Mancher-
il was appointed Mission Superior. The 
Mission Unit was raised to the status of 
a Mission Region and Fr. Basil Pynadath 
was appointed its first Regional Supe-
rior on 27 October, 1981. Frs. George 
Edathiparambil, Mathew Vazhappilly and 
Augustine Keemattam succeeded him as 
regional superiors.

On 11 January, 1991, the CMI Gener-
al Synaxis raised St. John’s Region to a 
Vice-Province. Fr. Augustine Keemat-
tam was elected the first Provincial of 
the Vice-Province on 11 April, 1991. The 
Vice-Province was formally inaugurated 
by Fr. Thomas Mampra, the Prior General 
on 27 February, 1992.

Hitherto, the single task of the CMIs in 
Bijnor was to take Christ’s message of 
love to the Himalayan valleys and the 

NEWS FROM PROVINCES
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MARY MATHA PROVINCE, HYDERABAD

Novitiate Entrance

Two of our postulants began their canon-
ical novitiate in two different Novitiates 
on 8th September, 2021 on the Feast of 
the Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary. They 
are Bro. Shoji and Bro. Jeethu. Bro. Shoji 
started his Novitiate at Little Flower No-
vitiate Neriamangalam and Bro. Jeethu 
at Chavara Dham, Budhini Bhopal. Rev. 
Fr. George Kallukalayil our Vicar Pro-
vincial and two of our members from 
Mary Matha Ashram, Chowara attend-
ed the initiation ceremony at Neriaman-
galam Novitiate. Let us keep them in our 
prayers. 

Visit of Mar Ephrem Narikulam

His Excellency Mar Ephrem Narikulam 
Bishop of Chanda Diocese made a fra-

ternal visit to CMI Provincial House, Bel-
lampalli in the last week of September, 
2021. He stayed with us and on the next 
day celebrated the Holy Mass and prayed 
for the departed souls of the veteran mis-
sionaries of the Chanda mission.

Canonical Visitation of Fr. Provincial

Canonical visitation to the houses and 
institutions by the Provincial and auditor 
was held in October 2021. 

Conclusion of Rosary Month

The month of October is very signifi-
cant as it is dedicated to Mother Mary. 
We started our special rosary and spe-
cial prayers to Blessed Virgin Mary from 
22nd October along with our workers, 
residential teachers and neighbouring 
community. We prayed solemn rosary in 

Gangetic plains. But with the change of 
times the calls were coming from beyond 
the Himalayas too. At present, St. John’s 
Province is rendering service of its mem-
bers in the dioceses of Bijnor, Meerut, 
Agra, Bareilly and Lucknow in India, Ku-
masi, KonongoMampong and Goaso in 
Ghana, Africa, the Vicariate of Nepal, UK, 
Germany and USA.

As part of the inauguration of the jubilee 
celebration the jubilee lamp was lit by 
Rev.Fr. Provincial, Fr. Benny Tettayil in a 
virtual gathering of members of the prov-
ince due to pandemic situation. The Jubi-
lee candle  was given to all the communi-
ties, which was lit at the time of the jubilee 
celebration in all communities. The cele-
bration was marked with the presence of  

Rev. Fr. Prior General who was the chief 
guest of the day. He expressed his sincere 
thanks to all the members of the Bijnor 
Province for their marvelous contribu-
tion  to the CMI  congregation and the 
universal Church. It was a matter of pro-
found joy  that the main architect of the 
mission Bp. Gratian addressed the virtual 
gathering, sharing his rich experiences in 
the mission and his dream ahead. The cel-
ebration was coloured with the sharing 
of all the previous mission Superiors and 
Provincials.  A combined celebration of 
the jubilee together with the diocese of 
Bijnor is  planed ahead.  We have circulat-
ed a jubilee prayer thanking the Lord for 
the wonderful protection he has given us 
during the past 50 years.

NEWS FROM PROVINCES
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the grotto of our Provincial House. Every 
day after the rosary our third year and 
first year aspirants gave meaningful and 
touching speech on different dimensions 
of Mother Mary’s life. 

Canonical Visitation of  
Fr. Prior General

The Canonical Visitation of Fr. Prior Gen-
eral began officially on Saturday October 
30, 2021 at the CMI Provincial House 
with the celebration of Holy Mass. The 
Visitation got over on Sunday October 
31, 2021 with the general gathering of 
the members of the province. 

Renewal Programme

The renewal programme of the CMI Hy-
derabad Province and Chanda Province 
was held together on 9th and 10th of No-
vember, 2021 at CMI Provincial House 
Bellampalli. Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Chath-
amparampil CMI, Prior General inaugu-
rated the two day programme. During 
his inaugural address Fr. Prior General 
highlighted the importance of renewed 
thoughts, ideas and technology in our ap-
ostolate and asked everyone to acquire 
the same in order to develop the prov-
ince according to the expectations of the 
Congregation as well as of the people. 

Minor Seminarians at CMI Provincial 
House Campus

Thirteen fourth year minor seminarians 
and their Rector and Animator from the 
Diocese of Idukki visited CMI Provincial 
House on 21st November, 2021. We had 
a very good time of interaction with each 
other. They were given mementos of St. 
Chavara. 

Visit of Veteran Missionary from  
America

Fr. George Manjapilly CMI came to our 
seminary to visit our brothers. He shared 
his memorable mission experience of the 
United States of America with brothers. 
It was an enriching session. 

Winter Basket Ball Coaching Camp

There was a basketball coaching camp 
along with skill development games by 
Fr. George Athappilly CMI. The basket-
ball coaching class helped the brothers 
to improve the quality of the game. 

Publication of Book

The Department of Education and Me-
dia cheers our scholastic Jithin Shaji for 
his maiden book – “PACHA” – Let Life 
Bloom – consisting of poetry and noble 
thoughts. It is in Malayalam and published 
by Mazhathulli publication and spon-
sored by Marian Voice CMI Hyderabad. 
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SACRED HEART PROVINCE, KOCHI
Canonical Visitation

Rev. Fr. Prior General and his Council-
lors made their canonical visit to Sacred 
Heart Provincial House from 16 to 18 of 
August 2021. They had a fruitful discus-
sion with the members of the provincial 
house, superiors and the heads of the in-
stitutions.

Smrthivandanam

To commemorate the memories of the 
departed members of the province Sm-
rthivandanam was organized at Sacred 
Heart Monastery, Thevara, St Joseph’s 
Monastery, Koonammavu, Little Flow-
er Monastery, Manappuram, Christ the 
King Novitiate Monastery, Karukutty, St. 
Antony’s Monastery, Aluva, Assumption 
Monastery, Neeleeswaram, Sevagram, 
Pothy and at the Provincial House in the 
month of November. The family mem-
bers of the departed brethren were in-
vited, the ceremony included the Divine 
Liturgy, Prayers for the dead, the com-
memoration of the departed brethren 
and the Agape.

Conclusion of the Year St. Joseph  

To mark the conclusion of the Year of 
St. Joseph, the members of the prov-
ince gathered at St. Joseph’s Monastery, 
Koonammavu the only Monastery of the 
province named after St Joseph.

The Celebration included the Solemn Di-
vine Liturgy in which Fr. Provincial was 
the celebrant and all the fathers having 
St. Joseph as their Heavenly patron were 
the concelebrants. The Input session was 
led by Rev. Fr. Joy Ainiyadan, the Vicar 
General of the Ernakulam - Angamaly 
Archdiocese. 

Vestition & First Profession 

18 brothers, at the Little Flower Noviti-
ate, Karukutty after prayers and reflec-
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tions and the completion of the Canoni-
cal Novitiate period made their Vestition 
and the First Profession on 8th December  
2021. 

Renewal Programme

Renewal Programme for the members 
of our province was conducted in two 
batches in the month of October at Pro-
vincial House.

Blessing Ceremony

The comprehensive Cancer centre built 
at Rajagiri Hospital at par with the global 
standards was inaugurated by Industries 
Minister P Rajive on Saturday, 7 August 
in the presence of Fr Benny Nalkara, 
CMI, the Provincial. Inauguration of new 
OT and ICU complex was graced by Bish-

op emeritus Thomas Chakiath.

The blessing of the newly built east cam-
pus at Thevara Sacred Heart College was 
conducted by Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara, on 
17 October, 2021.

Jubilee Inauguration

The Inauguration of the Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations of the Christ the King Mon-
astery Parish was Graced by His Excel-
lency Thomas Chakiath and the Souve-
nir was released by Sri Roshi Augustine, 
Hon. Minister for Water Resources on 26 
November, 2021.

Achievements

Fr Francis Manavalan has successful-
ly defended his PhD thesis on the top-
ic "The impact of Mirror neuron based 
cause related marketing communication 
on customer attitude towards corporate 
image in India" at Don Bosco University, 
Guwahati. 

Fr. Jojo Parecattil successfully defended 
his second doctoral dissertation, "Tat-
tvamasi: An Anthropological Inquiry 
into Tvam" on 28.8.2021 at Dharmaram 
Vidya Kshetram, Bengalauru.

Honours

Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara, Provincial is ap-
pointed as a member of the Complaints 
Redressal Committee for Autonomous 
Colleges under M G University. Congrat-
ulations dear father Provincial.

Rev Fr. Jose Kuriedath is elected as the 
Secretary to the Catholic Engineering 
Colleges Management Association. All 
the very best dear Fr. Jose.
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Reaching out

The distribution of the Sahrudaya- San-
thwana higher education Scholarship was 
held on 30th October at Rajagiri College 
of Social Sciences. Fr. Provincial handed 
over the scholarships in the presence of 
Rev Fr. Paul Nedumchalil, the Chairman 
and other General Body members. 

ST. JOSEPH PROVINCE, KOTTAYAM
BZy-{h-XmÀ¸Ww

ZÀi\m I¸mSv kn.-Fw.-s-F. s\mhn-tjy-

änð \nópw 16 ktlm-Z-c-§Ä Unkw-_À 

8þmw XnbXn Ipcy-\mSv skâ v B³kv 

B{i-a-¯nð h¨v BZy-{h-XmÀ¸-Whpw 

k`m-h-kv{X-kzo-I-c-Whpw \S-¯n.

]u-tcm-ln-Xy- kzo-I-cW¯nsâbpw, 

 BZy-{h-XmÀ¸-W-¯n-sâbpw 

kphÀ® Pq_nen BtLmjw

{]hn-iy-bnð ]utcm-ln-Xy-kzo-I-c-W-¯n- 

sâbpw BZy-{h-XmÀ¸-W-¯n-sâbpw kph 

À® Pq_nen BtLmjw {]hn-iym-X-e-

¯nð sk]väw-_À 25-þmw XnbXn ]mem 

skâ v hn³skâ v B{i-a-¯nð \S-óp. 

^m. amXyp Iñam-¡ð, ̂ m. Ae-Ivkm-ïÀ 

X®n-¸m-d, ̂ m. sPbnwkv hg-\-bv¡ð, ̂ m. 

eqt¡mkv ]d-b-cp-t¯m-«w, ^m. sPbnwkv 

\Sp-hn-te-¡päv Fón-hÀ Xncp-¸-«-kzoI-

cW¯n-sâ-bpw, ^m. amXyp amS-bm-¦ð, 

^m. t]mÄ sN¼nfmw-]-d-¼nð, ̂ m. sk_m 

-Ìy³ ssIX-a-äw, ̂ m. tP¡_v s]mcn-b¯v 

Fón-hÀ kóymk kaÀ¸-W-¯n-sâbpw 

kphÀ® Pp_nen BtLmjn¨p. Ch-cnð 

Ata-cn-¡-bnð ip{iq-j-sN-¿pó ̂ m. t]mÄ 

sN¼nfmw-]-d-¼nð, ^m. sk_m-Ìy³ 

ssIX-a-äw, ^m. tP¡_v s]mcn-b¯v 

Fón-hcpsS {hXmÀ¸-W-¯nsâ kphÀ® 

Pp_nen BtLmj§Ä Imt\m-\nI hnko 

-¯-bpsS Ah-k-c-¯nð A¨-òm-cpsS 

kl-hm-k- k-t½-f-\-t¯m-Sp-IqSn \S-óp.

_lp. {_qtWm IWn-bm-c-I¯v 

\ma-I-c-W-\-S-]-Sn-IÄ¡v XpS-¡w

Ipcy-\mSv B{I-a-¯nð A´y-hn-{i-aw-sIm-

Åpó {_qtWm IWn-bm-c-I-¯-¨sâ \ma- 

I-c-W-]-cn-]m-Sn-IÄ¡v cq]-Xm-X-e-¯nð 

Bcw-`-am-bn. \ma-I-c-W-\-S-]-Sn-I-fpsS 

sshkvt]m-Ìp-te-ä-dmbn tXmakv sImñw-

]-d-¼nð A¨³ \nb-an-X-\m-bn. Unkw-_À 

15 \v D¨-I-gnªv 3 aWn-¡v ]mem cq-]-Xm- 

²y-£³ A`n-hµy amÀ tPmk^v Iñd-

§m«v Ipcy-\mSv B{i-a-¯nð h¨v CXp-

ambn _Ô-s¸« HutZym-Kn-I-amb {]Jym-

]\w hn. IpÀ_m\ at²y \S-¯n. 

s{]m-hn³jym-f-¨sâ  

Ata-cn¡ þ s]dp kµÀi\w

s{]mhn³jym-f-¨³ 2021 \hw-_À 8- apXð 

16 hsc Ata-cn-¡-bnepw 17 apXð Unkw-

_À 3 hsc s]d-phn-ep-ambn Imt\m-\nI 

kµÀi\w \S-¯n.  Fñm {]hn-iymw-K-§-

sfbpw kµÀin-¡p-I-bpw, t£am-t\z-j-
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W-§Ä \S-¯p-Ibpw sNbvXp. DbnÀ¸p 

Xncp-\m-fn-\p-tijw tambn-_mw_ Fó 

Hcp ]pXnb cq]-X-bnð IqSn AP-]m-e-\

ip{iqj Gsä-Sp-¡m-saó Xocp-am-\-ap-ïm-

bn. Ct¸mÄ 16 A¨-òmÀ \mep cq]-X-I-

fnð AP-]m-e\ ip{iqj \S-¯p-óp.

dn-\yq-hð t{]m{Kmw

{]hn-iy-bnð 2021 HIvtSm-_À 29, 30,    

\hw-_À 5, 6 Xob-Xn-I-fnð cïp L«§--fn- 

embn hmgqÀ A\p-{K-l-dn-\yq-hð  skâ-dnð 

h¨v dn\yq-hð t{]m{Kmw \S-¯-s¸-«p. 

km³tPm FUyp-t¡-tägvkv aoäv 2021

{]hn-iy-bnse FbvUUv þ A¬ FbvUUv 

kvIqfp-I-fnse {]n³kn-¸mÄ, slUvam-ÌÀ, 

AUvan-\n-kvt{S-tä-gvkv, amt\-tPgvkv FUyp 

-t¡-tägvkv aoävþ2021, apt¯men Nmh-d-

hmen Iym¼-knð h¨v HIvsSm-_À 31 

Rmb-dmgvN \S-¯-s¸-«p.

{]f-b-_m-[nX taJ-e-IÄ¡v klmbw

a-g-s¡-Sp-Xn-IÄ aqew Zpcn-X-a-\p-`-hn¨ 

ap¡p-fw, G´-bmÀ, Ip«n-¡ð taJ-e-I-fnð 

kµÀi\w \S-¯p-Ibpw {]mY-an-I-amb 

klm-b-§Ä kmaq-ln-I-t£-a-h-Ip-¸nsâ 

t\Xr-Xz-¯nð \ðIp-Ibpw sNbvXp. {]mY 

-anI sshZy-k-lm-b-hp-ambn Imªn-c-¸Ån 

tacn-Iyq³kv Bip-]-{Xnbpw Zpcn-X-ta-J-e 

-I-fnð klm-b-¯n-s\-¯n. apt¯men tacn-

Iyq³kv ssa\À skan-\m-cn-bnse sshZn- 

ImÀ°n-Ifpw sdIvS-d-¨\pw AS-§pó Sow 

Hcp-Zn-h-ks¯ kó-²-{]-hÀ¯-\-§-f-p-

ambn Ah-tcm-sSm¸w F¯n. Btcm-Ky-]-cn- 

]m-e-\w, hnZym-`ym-kw, hoSp \nÀ½m-Ww, 

Fóo aqóp taJ-e-I-fnð Cu {]tZ-i¯v 

{]hn-iy-bpsS t\Xr-Xz-¯nð Zpcn-Xm-izmk 

{]hÀ¯\w \S-¡p-óp.

]pkvXI {]Im-i\w

Bcm-[-\{Iam[ym-ßn-I-X-bnð    AKm-[-amb  

]mÞn-Xy-apÅ _lp NmÄkv ss]t§m 

-«-¨sâ ]pXnb ]pkvXIw kpdn-bm\n-¡m- 

cpsS k`m Pohn-Xhpw Nne Ncn{X tcJ 

-Ifpw N§-\mtÈcn AXn-cq-]Xm sa{Xm 

-t¸m-eo¯m amÀ tPmk^v s]cp-t´m«w 

{]Imi\w   sNbvXp. kpdn-bm\n  {InkvXym-\n 

-I-fpsS Ncn{X-hp-ambn _Ô-s¸« B[n-Im-

cnI Ncn-{X-{K-Ù-§Ä B[m-c-am¡n X¿m-

dm-¡nb Cu {KÙw kpdn-bm\n k`¡v 

hen-sbmcp apXð Iq«m-Wv.

\nb-a\w

h¯n-¡msâ hnizm-k-Xn-cp-kw-L-¯nsâ 

28 AwK-§Ä AS-§nb A´-cmjv{S 

ssZh-imkv{X kan-Xn-bn-te¡v sImñw ]d- 

¼n-e-¨³ hoïpw \nb-an-X-\m-bn. ASp¯ 

Aôp hÀj-t¯-¡mWv Cu \nb-a\w.
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ST. JOSEPH’S PROVINCE, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
First Religious Profession & Novitiate 

Commencement

The Vestition and First Religious Profes-
sion of Bro Arun Thomas Vithuvattickal 
and the commencement of the Canonical 
Novitiate of six of our postulants were 
celebrated on September 8. Rev Fr Pro-
vincial solemnized the ceremony.

Renewal 2021

CMI Renewal 2021 had been called for 
by Very Rev Fr Prior General as part of 
his First Canonical Visitation. In order to 
‘make our God-experience, Religious Life 
and Mission relevant by reading the signs 
of the times’ our province conducted the 
Renewal Program zone wise. 

 ]pkvXI {]Imi\w

hn. butk¸v ]nXmhnsâ hÀjmNcW 

¯nsâ ̀ mKambn hn. butk¸v ]nXmhns\ 

¡pdn¨v ^m. {^m³kokv hÅ¸pc kn. 

Fw. sF. FgpXnb \oXnam³ butk¸n 

Xmhv Fó ]pkvXIw N§\mtÈcn AXncq 

]Xm sa{Xmt¸meo¯ A`nhµy amÀ  

tPmk^v s]cpt´m«w ]nXmhv, AXncq]Xm 

amXrþ]nXrthZn UbdIvSÀ, tPmkv  

apItfð A¨\v \ðIn {]Imi\w sN-

bvXp.

hn-. -tbml-óm-sâ -teJ-\-§-fpsS hym-

Jym-\s¯bpw- A-h-bpsS {In-kvXo-b- ho-£- 

Ws¯bpw- -tI{µo-I-cn-¨v _-lp-. B-â-Wn- 

C-S-\m-S-¨-³- hn-i-zm-khpw- {]-Xn-kÔn-bpw- 

F-ó- {K-Ùw- {]-kn-²o-I-cn-¨p-.

Congrats

Fr Jojo Thuruthayil has been re-elected 
for the fourth time as the co-ordinating 
convener of ISC Examination of Kolkata 
region.

Dn Libin Kottapuram obtained the first 
place in the comprehensive viva-voce 
exam of BTh at DVK, Bangalore. Bro 
Chris Padiyara  and bro Arun Kariyil se-
cured the top in the Viva-voce exams 
of BPh at DVK, Bangalore and Darsana, 
Wardha, respectively.

Visit of Apostolic Nuncio

Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli, Apostol-
ic Nuncio to India was given a warm 
welcome at Lourdes Forane Church, 
Trivandrum, where Rev. Fr Provincial, 
Sebastian Chamathara CMI, was also a 
chief guest.

A kit for a kid

{]-hn-iy-bpsS tkmjy-ð- At¸mkv-tXm 

te-äv Un-¸m-À-Sv-saân-sâ -t\Xr-X-z-¯n-ð- kvIq 

-fp-I-Ä- Xp-d-¡p-ó-Xn-\v aptómSn-bm-bn- Ip-«n- 

I-Ä-¡p-Å- hn-Zym-`ym-k, BtcmKy- h-kvXp-

¡-Ä- A-S-§n-b A KIT FOR A KID H-cp- Ip-«n 

-¡v H-cp- In-äv ]-²-Xn-bpsS D-ZvLm-S-\w- -s{]mhn- 

³-jy-ð-, _-lp-. ^m. sk_m-kväy-³- Nm-a-

¯-d-, \nÀÆl-n-¨p.- -ssI\-I-cn-bn-ð- hn-ip-² 

Nm-h-d- Ip-cymt¡mkv ]n-Xm-hn-sâ P-ò-Kr-l-

¯n-ð- h-¨mWv- D-ZvLm-S-\w- -sNbvXXv-. -{]

hn-iym- ]-cn-[n-bn-ep-Å- C-S-h-I-I-fntebpw- 

kvIq-fp-I-fntebpw- 1000þð- A-[n-Iw- A-À-

l-cm-b- Ip-«n-I-Ä-¡mWv- In-äpI-Ä hn-X-c-

Ww- -sNbvXXv-.

Sargakshethra COVID Relief Work

tImhnUv   {]Xntcm[    {]hÀ¯\§fpsS   ̀ mK 

ambn kÀ¤t£{Xbpw þ koUvkv C´ybpw 

tNÀóv IdpI¨mð t»m¡nsâ I¬t{SmÄ 

skâdnsâ \nb{´W¯nepÅ 5 ]ômb 

¯pIÄ¡pw Hcp ap\nkn¸menän¡pw hmI 

¯m\w I½yqWnän slð¯v skâdnsâ 

Iognð  {]hÀ¯n¡pó  ]mentbäohv   sIbÀ 

bqWnän\pw 10 HmIvknP³ tIm¬skâ 
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t{SädpIfpw A\h[n amkvIpIfpw hnX-

cWw sNbvXp. 

Ip-«n-I-Ä-¡v -tImhn-Uv skâ-À-

kÀ-¤t£{X-bpw- ko-Uvkv C-´y-bpw- -tNÀ-

óv N-§-\mticn- P-\-d-ð- B-ip-]-{Xn-

bn-ð- Ip-«n-I-Ä-¡m-bn- X-¿m-dm-¡n-b- -tImhn-

Uv skâ-À- Fw-. F-ð-. F-. -{io tPm_v 

-ssa¡n-Ä- D-ZvLm-S-\w- -sNbvXp.

Cleaning Drive

Sargakshetra Charitable Society, in col-
laboration with Sacred Heart College 
Thevara, Carmel Polytechnic Punnapra, 
and Immaculate Conception Monastery 
Muttar, organised a volunteer service 
team to clean the worst-affected regions 
of Vadakkemala following the devastat-
ing flood. For the cleaning purpose, about 
a hundred volunteers worked together 
as a team together with scholastics from 
S H Monastery, Chethipuzha. 

Distribution of Hygiene Kit

The Sargakshetra team visited flood-af-
fected communities and distributed 
hygiene kits to individuals in desperate 
need. 

Sargakshetra –  Sourya  
Transgenders’ Meet

Sargakshetra Cultural Charitable and Ac-
ademic Center, in collaboration with the 
Women’s Forum, hosted SOURYA 2021, 
a Transgenders’ Meet. Archbishop Mar 
Joseph Perumthottam inaugurated the 
function. The program’s major goal was 
to create a public platform for transgen-
der people, who are a vulnerable group in 
the society. 

Vestition and First profession

Like the First 11 forefathers six Novices 
of Bijnor Province and five of Thiruva-
nanthapuram Province took their first 
vows at St Joseph’s Monastery, Mannan-
am, on 8 December 2021. Fr Sebastian 
Chamathara CMI, Provincial, was the 
main celebrant. Mar Gratian Mundadan 
CMI, Bishop Emeritus of Bijnor, gave an 
inspiring homily. 

Perpetual Adoration Chapel

A perpetual Adoration Chapel dedicated 
to St Joseph was blessed by Rev Fr Se-
bastian Chamathara CMI, Provincial, on 
08 December 2021 at St Mary’s Ashram, 
Cheepunkal.

The New Campus

The new campus of Christ Nagar In-
ternational School at Kazhakootam, 
Trivandrum, was inaugurated by Hon’ble 
Minister of General Education, Mr. V. 
Sivankutty. The building was blessed by 
Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathamparambil CMI, 
Prior General of the CMI Congrega-
tion. Rev Fr Sebastian Chamathara CMI, 
Provincial, presided over the meeting. 
Hon’ble MLA Mr. Kadakampally Suren-
dran unveiled the plaque. 

NEWS FROM PROVINCES
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DHARMARAM COLLEGE, BANGALORE

THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

Riposa in pace padre!

The first death Anniversary of Rev. Fr. 
Thomas Vithayathil CMI was commemo-
rated on 14th  August. The Requiem Mass 
was celebrated in the evening by Fr Rec-
tor and Fr. Benny Tharakunnel reflected 
on the blessed life of Fr. Thomas in his 
homily. Later, there was a Smarananjali, 
where Fr. John Marius, Fr. Thomas Kol-
lamparampil, Fr. Biju Kunnumpuram, and 
Bro. Akhil Kuzhimattathil shared their 
wonderful memories about the saintly 
life of beloved Thomachan who scripted 
a legacy of holiness for Dharmaram life.

Brillar 2021 – To Shine Forth

The Literary and Cultural Academy(LCA) 
of Dharmaram opened its platform with 
a variety of programs this year. Brillar 
2021 was inaugurated on August 8th 
2021 with many cultural events by our 

brothers like orchestra, dance and a UV 
show. 

Visual Creations

Brothers of C- section released a Malay-
alam song devoted to our Blessed Moth-
er. The song was scripted by Bro. Shijo 
Tharayil of C-Section.

Bro. Thomas Kappil of E- section released 
a Syrian Marian Hymn titled, “Emme d’la-
hen” on his YouTube channel, Malpan 
CMI.

Bro. Timothy Mbucana of E-section re-
leased his English Marian Hymn named, 
‘Hail Mother’ on the YouTube channel, 
Kebar Kudos.

The brothers of B - Section released an 
Onam Special Song “Pookalam Vannal-
lo..” on their channel ‘Cristal Creations’ 

Independence Day-2021

Independence Day was celebrated pres-
tigiously in the garden of virtues. The 
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National Flag was hoisted after the Holy 
Mass. Air Force Commodore Dr. Pauline 
Babu from the Command Hospital Ben-
galuru was the chief guest of the day. In 
the evening, Patriotic Song Singing Com-
petition was held. 

Onam Celebrations(Onakoottu)

The first year philosophy brothers show-
cased a spectacular cultural event in the 
BJTM Hall to celebrate Onam on 27th 

August. Onam was celebrated in its tra-
ditional style in Dharmaram with Onam 
Sadya, Pookalam and other events to cel-
ebrate the fraternity. 

Gratia to the Benefactors

Fr. Herbert Kringe, a great benefactor of 
CMI Congregation and Dharmaram fam-
ily was remembered with great love on 
September 1, his death anniversary. The 
community celebrated the day as bene-
factors’ day to thank and pray for all its 
benefactors on the benefactors day. A 
special prayer service was organized to 
pray for the benefactors by the first year 
theology brothers.

Ora et Labora in the Season of Creation 

Imbibing the spirit and responding to the 
invitation of Pope Francis, Dharmaram 
community actively engaged in activities 
that foster love for the mother earth. The 
staff and students worked together as 
one family on Labor day, on September 4.  

General Formation Council 2021

The meeting of the Major Superiors 
and the General Formation Council was 
held from 17th to 20th September. After 
the prayer session led by Rev. Fr Tomy 
Kattampally, Rev. Fr. Rector welcomed 
the gathering of the General Formation 
Council consisting of the major superiors 
and formation personnel.  Fr. Prior Gen-
eral inaugurated the meeting with his 
message on the need for change in for-
mation process. The gathering deliberat-
ed on the theme: Dynamics of Religious 
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Formation in the Changed and Changing 
context especially in the Digital Era. Mar 
Thomas Tharayil and Mr Manoj Abraham 
IPS addressed the gathering.  

Who’s Who of CMI

Dharmaram community gave a grant re-
ception to the newly elected Provincials 
on September 18, 2021 in BJTM Hall. 
Brothers from Kenya and Ghana pre-
sented a musical treat to the gathering 
followed by God’s own country special 
‘Ottanthullal’ by Bro. Jerin Valiathazhath 
on St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara’s mission 
of liberation of the society. A presenta-
tion on GS 38 themes with the activities 
of Dharamam was presented. 

Bes Rauma: To Mom with Love

Dharmaram community celebrated the 
feast of the Nativity of our beloved moth-
er on September 8 with true love and de-
votion. To mark the occasion, a new chap-
el, Bes Rauma, near the philosophy block, 
was blessed by Rev. Fr. Rector. Thanks to 
the efforts and hard work of Rev. Fr. Joy 
Kizhakkayil who designed the transfor-
mation of Island Store into Chapel, Class-
room and a Computer Lab. Congratula-
tions to Rev. Bro. Amal Purathettu for the 
beautiful Altar Painting of Jesus Christ.  

Book Release

Congratulations to Rev Fr. Kurian 
Kachappilly CMI, President DVK, who 
edited two books: Fratelli Tutti: Per-
spectives and Ad Perpetuam Memoriam 
- A Loving Tribute to Prof. Dr. Paul Kallu-
veettil. 

The brothers of E-section who had their 
formation in Little Flower Novitiate Ka-

THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

rukutty had compiled a book titled, “Nas-
rayante Amma”. The book was edited by 
Rev. Fr. Roy Palatty CMI and published by 
Sophia Books. The book was released on 
8th September 2021, Feast of Nativity.

As a mark of learning the life of St. Joseph 
in a deeper way, in the Year of St. Joseph, 
the final year Theology students wrote 
a book titled, “vishudha Yauseppu: Oru 
Sukrthasanchari,” and was edited by Rev. 
Fr. Paulachan Kochappilly CMI.

Visual Oeuvre

The brothers of B - Section released a 
Cover Song “kanya mariyame ennalum 
sthuthikunne” on their channel ‘Cristal 
Creations’.

Bros. Anto(D-Section), Jain (A-Section), 
and Shibin (-Section) released their new 
Instrumental Cover “NANMA NERUM 
AMMA” on the channel ‘Divine Wood-
winds’. 

Bro. Lijo Kattottu CMI of A-Section re-
leased his new Malayalam Song “Mazhav-
ilayen Jeevanil” on his channel ‘CHRIST’S 
TOUCH’. 

The Kebar Kudos channel released a Ma-
layalam poem as a tribute to all teachers 
on the occasion of Teachers’ Day. The 
poem was scripted by Bro. Amalek Paray-
il and sung by Bro. Joby Vadayattukuzhy 
of E-Section. 

The brothers of B - Section released a 
Marian Song “Ammaykoppam Japamaala-
manikal Uruvidumbol” on their channel 
‘Cristal Creations’ penned by Bro. Tinto 
Koottumkal and vox by Bro. Wilson Cha-
varakudilil CMI. 
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Dharmaram commemorated the 7th 
Anniversary of the Canonization of St. 
Chavara and the brothers of B - Section 
released a Song dedicated to St. Chavara, 
“AZHAKU” on the channel ‘The Gospel 
Tree,’ penned by Bro. Edwin Vattakuzhy 
CMI and vox by Bro. Lince Meleppuram 
CMI. 

Congratulations to all the budding art-
ists.

Debate & Kaviarangu

A debate competition was organized by 
the LCA department on 25th September 
on the topic “Should Christian Europe re-
ceive Islamic Refugees?” All the sections 
participated extremely well. A poetry 
recitation event was organized on 28th 
September. All the poets of Dharmaram 
gathered together to present their mas-
terpieces. Many fathers and brothers 
participated and delivered wonderful 
poems.

Various clubs like Writers Club, Public 
Speaking Club, Media Club, Artists Club, 
Nature Club and Theatre Club were ini-
tiated in Dharmaram by the LCA. Many 
brothers voluntarily join the clubs and 
creative enterprises are encouraged.

All India Essay Writing Competition

The LCA Department in collaboration 
with the writers’ club has organized an 
All India Essay Writing Competition ex-
clusively for major seminarians. The top-
ic of the competition is “Outlook of St. Jo-
seph: Challenges in Becoming a Synodal 
Church.” 

With passion for Mission  
beyond borders

The Missionary Meet of the month was 
conducted on 29th September. Rev. Fr. 
Joshi Pudussery CMI, a dedicated Ecua-
dorian missionary shared about the land 
and its culture. Later, Bro. Ginoy Pullo-
karan of first year theology, who had 
done his Regency in the Kenya Mission 
and Bro. Julius Harrison of first year the-
ology, hailing from Ghana shared their 
mission experience and the missionary 
activities in the respective places. 

In the month of October, Dharmaram re-
membered and prayed for CMI missions 
and missionaries in 33 countries. Each 
day, brothers prepared posters of each 
mission and displayed it on the common 
notice boards and prayed for each coun-
try during the Holy Mass. Mission Sunday 
was solemnly celebrated in Dharmaram 
with a mission meditation, Holy Mass, 
Auction, Lucky Draw and games on Octo-
ber 24, 2021. The main focus on the day 
was on Arunachal Mission and Rev. Fr. 
Martin Onasseril and Rev. Fr. Nijo Palat-
ty, former Arunchal missionaries cele-
brated the Holy Mass and delivered the 
homily, respectively.  The collections out 
of the contributions from the staff and 
students were gifted to the construction 
work of a Church in Arunachal Pradesh. 

CMI Renewal Program 2021

Dharmaram community got engaged in 
the renewal program in three batches   
and reflected on the theme, Communi-
tarian witnessing beyond borders. Rev. 
Fr. Prior General gave the orientation 
talk. Along with Rev. Frs. John Marius, 
Sebastian Alackappally, Joy Kakkanat-
tu, Wilson Chakiath, Thomas Parayil 
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and Jebin Attokaran, 30 brothers also 
joined the resource personnel team and 
presented their papers excellently by 
elaborating the 5 major thrusts of the 
GS XXXVIII creatively in the Dharmaram 
context. 

Cordial Welcome

Rev. Fr. Anto Nayankara CMI and Rev. 
Fr Joby Kochumuttom CMI joined the 
Dharmaram community after their doc-
torate studies. They have also joined as 
the Residential staff in the Faculty of 
Theology. 

Dharmotsav 2K21

The Annual Sports Day in connection 
with Dharmaram community day was 
held on November 1, 2021. The Sports 
Day began with the colourful March Past 

of the staff and scholastics of each sec-
tion. Rev. Fr. Rector gave the inaugural 
message and lighted the torch along with 
Sports Director and General Captians. D 
section became the overall winners. Rev 
Bro.  Akhil Alukka and Rev. Bro. Akhil Ku-
zhimattathil won the individual champi-
onships. 

Dharmaram Marathon was held on 23rd 
November to commence the Community 
Day Sports and Games. Congratulations 
to Rev. Bros. Dismas Atancha Mbaka, 
Okok Ochieng Linus and Joseph Mbithi 
mwanza who won the first, second and 
third prizes respectively.  

Community Day

“Community is the first and most believ-
able gospel that we can preach,’’ was the 
theme of Dharmaram Community Day 
2021.  Community day celebrations be-
gan with the prayer service led by the 
first year theology brothers, on Novem-
ber 19, 2021.  On the community day, No-
vember 20, Rev. Fr. Rector presided over 
the Eucharistic celebration and Rev. Fr. 
Jojo Parecatil gave the homily, reflecting 
on our life and mission of community. In 
the felicitation gathering, Rev. Fr. Kurian 
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Kachappilly and Rev. Bro. Amal Edathil 
felicitated the community and Rev. Fr. 
Rector. The staff members of Dharmar-
am presented a greeting song. Rev. Fr. 
Rector thanked each and every member 
of the community for their unique con-
tribution in making Dharmaram truly a 
garden of virtues. After the Community 
Day Agape, domestic staff members fe-
licitated Fr. Rector and the community. 
Rev. Fr. Rector thanked the domestic 
staff for their committed service in mak-
ing Dharmaram life comfortable and pur-
pose driven. 

“Kavalal” - Malayalam Drama

As part of Community Day, the Malay-
alam Drama ‘Kavalal’ was staged in the 
evening on November 20, 2021. As a 
meaningful tribute to St. Joseph, our 
patron and to imbibe his sprit, the life 
of St. Joseph was creatively portrayed 
in the drama. The second year theology 
brothers were the organizers of the dra-
ma guided by their master, Rev. Fr. Peter 
Kochalunkal CMI.   Rev. Fr. James Ma-
dathilchira CMI, the director of the dra-
ma proved his mettle as the director and 
won the applause of the audience. 

Philosophy Faculty Seminar

The DVK Philosophy Faculty organized 
its Faculty seminar on 18th November, 
2021, World Philosophy Day. The topic 
of the seminar was “COVID-19: Philo-
sophical Investigations.” 

Josephine Webinar

The final year Theology brothers of Dhar-
maram organized a webinar, titled “St. 
Joseph: A true representative of young 
dreamers in building up the Church of 
the times” on 27th November 2021. Rev. 
Fr. Prior General gave the inaugural mes-
sage. Rev. Fr. Rector and Rev. Fr. Presi-
dent, felicitated the organizers and par-
ticipants for organizing the webinar to 
imbibe the spirit of St. Joseph. Rev. Bro. 
Paul Manikathuparambil CMI(Samn-
vaya), Rev. Bro. Sanjo Thuruthikkara CMI 
(Darsana) Rev. Bro. Praveen Payyappil-
ly CMI (Carmel Vidya Bhavan) and Bro. 
Christo Unnukalel CMI (Dharmaram) 
made very powerful presentaitons that 
won the appreciation and admiration of 
all. 

THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS
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SAMANVAYA, BHOPAL
Canonical Visitation by Prior General

Canonical visitation of Fr. Prior General 
was held in Samanvaya on 20-21 Octo-
ber 2021. It commenced with the Eucha-
ristic celebration presided over by the 
Prior General, on 20 October 2021. Rev. 
Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar General 
and General Councillors Rev. Fr. Martin 
Mallathu, Fr. Biju Vadakkel, General Au-
ditor Rev. Fr. Babu Mattathil and Fr Geo 
Karuvelil, secretary to Prior General 
were also present for the visitation. Pri-
or General had meetings with the staff 
members both individually as well as in 
common. He met the students batch wise 
and had personal meetings with one rep-
resentative each of the two batches of 
students. General Councilors, Fr Martin 
and Fr. Biju had personal meetings with 
the students. 

Fr. General and the councilor for Educa-
tion met the teaching and non-teaching 
staff of Christ School. On 21st the canoni-
cal visitation was concluded in the chapel 
with the final message of Prior General. 

Samanvaya Houseful

In view of the new arrangements of the 
Theology programme at Samanvaya 
Theology College, all the three batch-
es of Theology students will be staying 
at Samanvaya, Bhopal. Accordingly the 
Second Year Theologians who were hav-
ing their second year theology course at 
Rishikesh returned to Samanvaya on No-
vember 3, 2021 terminating the classes 
at Rishikesh. Now there are twenty-five 
students at Samanvaya belonging to 
three batches. 

Seminar on St. Joseph

A seminar was conducted on the theme, 
St. Joseph: a Model for Religious life un-
der the auspices of Poornodaya-Saman-
vaya Theology College in the auditorium 
of Poornodaya on 13 and 14 November, 
2021. Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar 
General gave the key note address. 

Three-day Webinar

Poornodaya Mission Institute conducted 
a 3-day Webinar on the theme Celebrat-
ing Mission: Gratitude, Assessment and 
the Way Forward on the occasion of the 
Golden Jubilee of the foundation of the 
three CMI Missions: Bijnor, Jagdalpur 
and Rajkot/Bhavnagar. The Webinar was 
conducted on 25-26 November and 3rd-
December, 2021. 

On 25th the session was on Bijnor Mis-
sion. Fr Davis Varayilan, the Director of 
Poornodaya introduced three days we-
binar on three missions and welcomed 
the speakers on Bijnor mission. After the 
inaugural message by Fr. Prior Gener-
al, the following members of the Bijnor 
Province spoke on the various aspects 
of the mission: Bishop Emeritus Gratian 
Mundadan, Fr John Chakkanattu, Fr. Joe 
Philip Karikunnel, and Fr. Paulachan Ko-
chappilly.

On 26th the theme was the Jagdalpur 
mission. The session started with the 
message by Fr. Josey Thamarasseril, 
Vicar General. Bishop Joseph Kollam-
parambil, Fr. Abraham Kochukarackal, 
Fr. Thomas Muppathilchira, Fr. Santhosh 
Kotheril and Fr. Prince Antony spoke on 
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the different milestone of the Jagdalpur 
Mission. 

On 3rd December the theme was the Ra-
jkot Mission. Fr. Martin Mallathu opened 
the session by delivering his message. 
The speakers of the day were Bish-
op Emeritus Gregory Karotemprel, Fr. 
Mathew Kalathoor, Fr. Jacob Marangat-
tu, Fr. Thomas Paicattu, and Fr. Saji Koo-
dakkattu. Fr. Lawrence, the Programme 
Co-ordinator of Poornodaya proposed a 
general vote of thanks to appreciate the 
speakers of the three days as well as all 
those who helped to conduct the Webi-
nar. 

CMI Renewal Programme

The CMI Renewal Programme was held on 
15-16 November, 2021. Talks were given 
on all the five thrusts of the CMI General 
Synaxis and finalized the actions plans. 

Samanvaya Staff Live Together

A live-together of all the staff members of 
the Samanvaya Theology College was con-
ducted on 17 November in Samanvaya. 
Fr Sebastian Elavathingal CMI, a former 
staff and rector delivered the key note 
address and moderated the sessions till 
noon.

Mission Sunday

Mission Sunday was celebrated solemnly 
on Sunday, 24th October 2021 to awaken 
the mission consciousness in every one. 
The parishioners as well as members of all 
religious communities participated in it 
with enthusiasm. Stalls were put up on 
the church campus. The collections were 
given to the Archdiocese of Bhopal.  

Reception to Archbishop Alangaram 
Arokia Sebastian Durairaj SVD

Mathamariam Parish Church community 
in the Poornodaya Campus, Bhopal, gave 
a grand reception to the newly installed 
Archbishop Sebastian Durairaj SVD of 
the Archdiocese of Bhopal. The Arch-
bishop presided over the Eucharistic cel-
ebration which was followed by a cultural 
programme put up by Parish members as 
well as religious communities and a fel-
lowship meal for all. 

School Reopened after the  
Covid Closure

The Christ school on the campus was re-
opened on 1 Decemebr, 2021 after the 
closure due to Covid. Now regular class-
es go in both the offline and online mode. 

Resumption of Social Service by  
Brothers

we have now resumed our social apos-
tolate. First Year and Second Year the-
ologians go for social apostolate every 
Wednesday after the classes and return 
by 7.30 pm. They go to different centres 
in the city that are 6 to 12 kilometres  
from Samanvaya, such as, Chavanipattar, 
Bajrang Nagar, Ayodhya Nagar, Gautam 
Nagar, Govindpura and Railway Station. 
In the centres other than the one at the 
Railway station, the brothers visit fami-
lies and give tuition to school going chil-
dren on all subjects and organize various 
activities. At the Bhopal Railway station, 
students help the staff of the Child line 
office run by the Bhopal CMI Province 
to trace children who are wandering 
around the area. Our brothers help the 
staff in collecting information from these 
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children and in reuniting them with their 
parents in possible cases. Recently our 
brothers were in news for helping to 
trace the family of a boy who was wan-
dering around the railway station for the 
last 12 years. 

Resumption of  Pastoral Ministries

After the Covid pandemic, brothers re-
sumed pastoral ministry. They go to the 
five wards of the parish and conduct 
prayer meetings on Saturdays and Sun-
days. 

THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

DARSANA, WARDHA

A New Step in Our Outreach Ministry

Darsana launched a new outreach min-
istry by the brothers to Kshitij, the CMI 
Centre at Jam for the people thrown out 
to the streets by their families. The cen-
tre, where Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil, 
CMI, is the founder director, has about 
70 inmates – adult male and female. Most 
of them suffer from depression. Brothers 
travel to Jam, 65 kms away from Wardha, 
using various public transport vehicles on 
Saturdays. Once there, they try to bring 
cheer to their otherwise sad faces giving 
them haircuts, face-shave, and making 
them to join in singing and dancing. 

Blood Donation Camp

In collaboration with Acharya Vinoba 
Bhave Medical College Hospital, Darsa-
na organized a Blood Donation Camp in 
September. Over fifty brothers turned 

up as donors. The idea of a blood dona-
tion camp came as a response to the sight 
of many poor patients turning up at our 
doorstep coming from far away districts 
of Maharashtra and neighbouring states 
of Chhattisgarh and Telengana. Besides 
the two regular blood donation camps 
organized at Darsana annually, our stu-
dents also volunteer to be donors in the 
two medical college hospitals in the town 
whenever there are requests. 

On Our First Mission Expedition

Although brothers had come to Darsa-
na with a bundle of mission dreams, the 
pandemic had put a lid on them. That 
was indeed a frustrating experience. The 
month of October changed it all. With 
the pandemic receding, the senior broth-
ers had their first opportunity for a first 
hand mission experience in the Adilabad 
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mission of Telengana. Bishop Prince, the 
Fathers and Sisters accorded a warm 
welcome. Language was to be a barrier. 
But as St Paul says, ‘love bears all things.’ 
The strong waves of love and affection of 
the villagers washed away all the barriers 
of language. Brothers were sent to four 
mission centres of Utnur, Indrevalli, Rale 
Metampally and Anudkoda. Living with 
the families, working with them in their 
fields, leading October Rosary devotion, 
assisting the priests in the repair and up-
keep of the churches, etc., the ten-day 
mission exposure was rich and colourful. 
But what stood out as unique experience 
was the fervor of faith the new Chris-
tians, their openness and hospitality, the 
zeal of the missionaries, and the thrust 
on evangelization that has become the 
engine of Adilabad mission. 

Celebration of Mission Sunday 

From a pastoral point of view, the biggest 
challenge of the pandemic was the trail of 
lethargy it had left over the liturgical and 
ecclesial life of our Eucharistic communi-
ty So we seized the occasion of Mission 
Sunday to infuse energy and enthusiasm 
into our community. Solemn Eucharistic 
celebration, auction, food stalls, games, 
etc. made it a wholesome experience. 
More than the record funds collection in 
support of the mission, for our Eucharis-
tic community it was a win-win since the 
celebration helped everyone to become 
aware of his and her mission in one’s own 
context. 

Lending Flesh to What We Preach

For the second consecutive year, Darsa-
na has taken up the ministry of gifting a 

home for the homeless. In partnership 
with General Department of Social Ap-
ostolate, Darsana had built houses for 
two families last year. A house is being 
readied for a homeless widow (Mrs. Aru-
na Sudhakar Kulsange) in the village of 
Sawangi Meghe. The house is expected 
to be ready by the end of January. Mrs. 
Aruna, along with her late husband, has 
been a worker in our farm for over twen-
ty years. Tears of joy in her eyes is an ac-
knowledgment of what we kept preach-
ing has finally taken flesh. 

Towards a Waste-free Campus for a 
Social Cause

Brothers have taken a noble initiative of 
partnership with the Centre of Science 
for Village, Wardha. The initiative aims to 
link the cause of a ‘Green, Clean Darsana 
Campus’ with the cause of ‘Darsana with 
a Social Face.’ Every little scrap of paper 
waste is collected from Darsana and 
handed over to the Centre of Science for 
Village. The waste will be converted to 
useful materials, like files, pens, bags, etc. 
sharing them between Darsana and the 
Centre on a 50-50 basis. Besides, every 
Darsanite has turned a scrap dealer, pick-
ing up every piece of scraps in plastic, 
iron, etc. and pooling them for sale in sup-
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port of the community’s social outreach 
apostolate. 

With the Marginalised

After a two-year long hiatus imposed by 
Covid-related restrictions, brothers are 
seizing the occasion of Christmas 2021 
to renew our longstanding association 
with the Leprosy Foundation, Remand 

Home and the District Jail in the town to 
bring cheer to the lives of many unfortu-
nate brethren dumped into the dark mar-
gins of the society. Brothers have already 
renewed Darsana’s years old contact 
with the people of migrant settlements 
of nearby quarry. Plans are in place to 
resume tuition classes for the children 
there. 

CHRIST KINDERGARTEN, BENGALURU
Singing Competition

Singing Competition was conducted 
online by instructing the parents to up-
load the video entry of their child’s par-
ticipation to YouTube channel. 127 LKG 
students and 143 UKG students actively 
participated in the competition. Three 
best entries from each section were 
awarded e-certificates.

A peep into the Little Kingdom

Teachers were given an opportunity to 
recapitulate their learning during the 
orientation program ‘A peep into the 
Little Kingdom’ conducted by Mrs. Eliza-
beth Abey and give a presentation on the 
topics covered in the session and refresh 
their knowledge gained during the ses-
sion.

Teacher’s Day

Teacher’s Day was celebrated during the 
online class with the students and offline 
with the staff members in the Kindergar-
ten quadrangle.  The untiring services of 
the teachers were recognised and ap-
preciated with a specially designed wall 
clock with the group photo of the staff 
members in it as a gift from the Manage-
ment.    Kinderjoy Talents Competition 

was conducted for the teachers with 
events such as Solo Dance, Solo Song, 
Art and Craft and Fancy-Dress Compe-
titions.

Grandparent’s Day

Grandparent’s Day was observed with a 
video dedicated to Grandparents

Adieu Ms. Jessima

Ms. Jessima Johnson, KG teacher breat 
hed her last after a prolonged illness on 
6th October, 2021. Fr. Director requested 
the prayers of the staff members for the 
departed soul.

Musical Dance Drama video

A committee was formed to execute the 
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task of bringing out a Musical Dance Dra-
ma video in dedication to the Year of St. 
Joseph.

Feast Day of Fr. Director

Feast Day of Rev. Fr. Martin Joseph CMI, 
Director, was celebrated with a video 
dedicated in his honour with the active 
participation of the students. 

World Record

Ms. Sunvisha C, student of UKG ‘E’ sec-
tion, won the Kalam’s World Record 
award for setting the world record in 
being the fastest child to identify, locate 
and recite all the Indian States and Union 
Territories along with their capitals on an 
outline map.   She has also won accolades 
for her achievement in being the young-
est (4 years, 11 months) to code decimal 
and its corresponding octal, hexadecimal, 

and binary code of 1-15 in the number 
system.  She set a new world record for 
the International Book of Records. 

Children’s day

Children’s day was celebrated virtually 
during the online class. The lucky draw 
was held during the session to pick the 
name of the lucky child and the lucky 
winner was instructed to report to 
school along with the parents to receive 
the prize from the Director.  

Christmas 2021

Christmas was virtually celebrated with 
the students during the online class and 
was celebrated with the staff members 
in the Kindergarten Quadrangle on 21st  
December 2021, with the usual excite-
ment and fervour that the holy season 
brings with it.  

CHRIST ICSE SCHOOL, BENGALURU

GANDHI JAYANTI

Christ school ICSE celebrated 151st 
birth anniversary of the father of our na-
tion. We recalled his works and struggle 
through a video where in the children en-
acted his life story. 

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR  
THE OLDER PERSONS

International Day for the Older Persons 
was observed on October 1. It was a proud 
moment wherein the blooming Christites 
honoured their grandparents with the 
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beautiful messages through the Video. 

INTERNATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY

Every year 11th of October is celebrat-
ed as International Girl Child Day. This 
year, the International Girl Child Day was 
celebrated virtually through our Christ 
School ICSE official YouTube channel.

Special Achievement

Naidhruva from 6E won gold medal in 
the Karnataka State level fencing compe-
tition held at Kanteerava stadium  on 29th 

October 2021.

WEBINAR - The impact of web- based 
storytelling

On 17th November, 2021 we had a webi-
nar for class 8 from 6pm to 7pm on the 
topic “The impact of web- based story-
telling in High school English Language 
Education.” Our trainer was Ms. Abhipri-
ya Roy, who is a PhD research scholar at 
Christ University, Bangalore. 

VICE PRINCIPALS’ DAY

The school celebrated the Feast Day 
of our beloved Vice Principal, Rev. Fr. 
Martin Onasseril CMI, on November 2nd 
2021, following the feast day of his pa-
tron saint St. Martin De Pores. 

DIWALI

Christ school ICSE celebrated Diwali in a 

special way. Teachers took the initiative 
and decorated the lamps with colours 
and glitter. 

INVESTITURE CEREMONY  
2021 - 2022

The Investiture and Oath taking Ceremo-
ny (Senior /Junior) of Christ ICSE School 
for the academic session 2021-2022 was 
held with great pomp and dignity in a 
special ceremony at the school Silver Ju-
bilee Hall on 13th October, 2021, with the 
theme ‘EMPOWERING EXCELLENCE’

The event was presided over by Dr Ms B 
Gayathri Devi, Secretary of Karnataka 
ICSE School Association. 

SOGNARE 2021- Dream Dreams

Children’s day was celebrated with fun 
and frolic at Christ School ICSE by fol-
lowing all the social distancing norms. 
From the inimitable puppet show, beauti-
fully choreographed and executed dance 
performance to soulful rendition of folk-
lore music, the teachers did all they could 
do to make the students happy. The game 
show and Lucky draw were an icing on 
the cake.  

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT

The Indie Bookstore in association with 
An imprint of Edison Consulting Services 
organised a story writing competition for 
the south zone schools. 10 of our students 
made us proud as they were declared vic-
torious by the publishing house. The sto-
ries written by our students shall be com-
piled in a book which shall be available on 
the website www.indie-bookstore.com, 
Amazon and Flipkart.
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CHRIST SCHOOL (STATE & CBSE), BENGALURU
Teachers’ day Celebration 2021

Teacher’s Day was celebrated by stu-
dents with much enthusiasm, on Septem-
ber 6, 2021. Teachers were felicitated for 
their dedicated work by Rev.Fr. Sebastian 
Elanjickal CMI, Principal and Rev. Fr. Reji 
Koodapatt CMI, Finance Administrator. 

Vaccination Drive

Christ School organized yet another free 
vaccination drive on 2nd October 2021 
so as to ensure safety of staff and stu-
dents. 

Feast Day Celebration of  
Rev. Fr. Martin Onnasseril CMI

Vice- Principal’s day, the Heavenly Pa-
tron’s day of Rev. Fr. Martin Onnasserril, 

was celebrated on 3rd November.  The 
celebration was rather grand and with 
various programmes organized by the 
teachers and students. 

Children’s Day Celebration

Children’s Day for this academic year 
was celebrated on Monday, 15th of No-
vember 2021. Teachers strived hard to 
make this day the most memorable one 
to all the children by performing many 
cultural events like the semi-classical 
dance, western dance, a musical drama 
and group song.  

“Happy Journey: a Journey with  
students”

A staff in-service program was organized 
on the 27th of November for all the staff 
members of Christ School (State and 
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CBSE). The one day programme was con-
ducted by Mr. Justin Thomas, HR Trainer 
and Motivational Speaker. 

Christmas Celebration

The Christmas Celebration of the Christ 
School (Sate & CBSE) was held on 22nd 
December 2021. The Principal, Co-ordi 
nators, members of the staff and the 
high school students of Christ school 
(State Board) took part in the marvelous 
celebration. Through the beautiful pro-
grammes presented  by the students the 
Christmas joy was brought alive. 

THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

Manager’s Day celebration

As it is customary, the Manager’s Day  
was celebrated along with the Christ-
mas Celebration of all the units of Christ 
Group of Schools, on 22nd December 
2021. In the programme hosted by Christ 
School (CBSE and State), the Principals, 
Directors, and the Staff of all other units, 
viz., Christ Kindergarten, Christ ICSE 
School, Christa Vidyalaya, Christ Special 
School and Christ ICSE School, Kengeri, 
took part with full enthusiasm and pre-
sented beautiful events, rather with a 
competitive spirit. 

Buon Natalae 2021.

On 20th December 2021, we celebrated 
Christmas solemnly. The theme for the 
day was Buon Natalae 2021. Rev Fr Fenil 
Karickakunnel CMI, Director Christ Spe-
cial School, Rev Fr RejiKoodapatu CMI 
,Finance Administrator, Rev Fr Nilson 
Davis Pallissery CMI, Principal, Christ 
School ICSE, Rev Fr Martin Joseph CMI, 
Asst Director Christ Special School and 
all the parents were present for the cel-
ebration. 

CHRIST SPECIAL SCHOOL, BENGALURU
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Grocery Kit Distribution

During the pandemic many of the fami-
lies of poor children have been suffering 
due to the lack of food, medicine, rental 
charges and other family maintenance 
expenses, since the parents lost their 
job. So we supported those families by 
providing free grocery kits to meet their 
basic needs.

Students from Indian Institute of  
Psychology and Research

On 25th November 2021, students from  
the Indian Institute of Psychology and 
Research visited school for celebrating 

CHAVARA CULTURAL CENTERE, KOCHI
IrXÚXbpsS \ndhnð Nmhd 

IÄ¨dð skâdnsâ  

kphÀWPq_nenbv¡p XncnsXfnªp

sIm¨nbpsS kmwkv--ImcnI, aXkulmÀZ, 

Iem cwK§fnð AXpeytkh\§fpsS 

[mcIÄ   kar²am¡nb   FdWmIpfw    Nmhd 

IÄ¨dð skâdnsâ kphÀWPq_nen 

BtLmj§Ä¡p XpS¡w. knFwsF {]n 

tbmÀ P\dmÄ dh. tUm. tXmakv Nm¯w 

]d¼nensâbpw P\dð Iu¬knsegvkn 

sâbpw kwbpà ImÀanIXz¯nð IrX-

ÚXm_entbmsSbmbncpóp Pq_nen 

]cn]mSnIÄ¡p XpS¡am-bXv. aXkwL 

Àj§Ä cq]s¸Spó kmlNcy§sf Hä 

s¡«mbn AXnPohn¨v aX\nct]£ Ncn 

{Xhpw \thm°m\ aqey§fpw Im¯pkq 

£nt¡ïXv hÀ¯am\tIcf¯nsâ Bh 

iysaóp apJya{´n ]nWdmbn hnPb³ 

]dªp. hnZym`ymk, Iem, kmwkvImcnI 

{]hÀ¯\§fneqsS tIcfob kaqls¯ 

imàoIcn¨ \thm°m\ \mbI\mWp 

hnip² Nmhdb¨s\ópw At±lw A\pkv 

acn¨p. kphÀWPq_nen Hm¬sse\nð 

DZvLmS\w sNbvXv kwkmcn-¡p-I-bm-bn 

-cpóp apJy-a-{´n. kn.Fw.sF {]ntbmÀ 

P\dmÄ dh. tUm. tXmakv Nm¯w]d¼nð 

A[y£X hln¨p. s{]m^ Fw. sI. km\p 

Pq_nen ktµiw \ðIn. {]Xn]£ t\Xmhv 

hn.Un kXoi³ apJy{]`mjWw \S¯n. 

Pq_nen Km\w At±lw {]Imi\w sNbvXp. 

sslt¡mSXn  PUvPn   PÌokv   tacn   tPmk v̂, 

 ssl_n CuU³ Fw. ]n, tabÀ Fw. A\nð 

IpamÀ, Sn. sP. hnt\mZv Fw. Fð. F 

FónhÀ    apJymXnYnIfmbn    tKmh     KhÀWÀ 

{io. ]n. Fkv. {io[c³ ]nÅ, a{´nam 

cmb kPn sNdnbm³, ]n. cmPohv, hn. 

F³. hmkh³, BÀ¨v_nj]v amÀ BâWn 

Icnbnð, kwhn[mbI³ ASqÀ tKm]me 

IrjvW³, jmPn F³. Icp¬ FónhÀ 

Hm¬sse\nð BiwkIfÀ¸n¨p. {]^. 

Fw. tXmakv amXyp, Xnc¡YmIr¯v tPm 

¬t]mÄ, emðtPmkv, apl½Zv jnbmkv, 

knÌÀ tUm. hn\oX, ̂ m. _nPp hSt¡ð, 

Nmhd IÄ¨dð skâÀ sNbÀam³ dh. 

tUm. amÀ«n³ aÅm¯v, UbdÎÀ ^m. 

tXmakv ]pXpticn, ]n. cmaN{µ³, kn. Pn.  

cmPtKm]mð, PbN{µ³ kn.sF., knÌÀ 

{Snkmâm FónhÀ {]kwKn¨p. 

Children’s day. Rev Fr Fenil CMI, Direc-
tor Christ Special School welcomed all 
the students and explained about school 
activities. 
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Nm-h-d kw-kvvIr-Xn ]p-c-kv-Im-cw 

K-hÀ-WÀ B-cn^v ap-l½-Zv Jm³  

Fw. sI. km-\p-hn-\v k-aÀ-¸n-¨p

Nm-h-d kw-kv-Ir-Xn-]p-c-kv-Im-cw tI-c-f K-hÀ- 

WÀ B-cn-^v ap-l½-Zv Jm³ s{]m-^. Fw. sI. 

km-\p-hn-\v k-aÀ-¸n-¡p-óp.

XeapdIsf shfn¨¯nte¡v \bn¡pó 

hyànbmWv bYmÀ° A[ym]Is\ópw, 

B AÀ°¯nð s{]m^ .Fw sI. km\p 

bYmÀ° Kpcp\mY\msWópw KhÀ®À 

Bcn^v apl½Zv Jm³ A`n{]mbs¸«p. . 

Nm-h-d IÄ-¨-dð skâ-dn-sâ   Nmhd kwk-v 

IrXn ]pck-vImcw s{]m^. Fw sI km\p 

hn\v kaÀ¸n¨p kwkmcn¡pIbmbncpóp  

At±lw. 

\hoIcn¨ sse{_dn KhÀWÀ s]mXp 

kaql¯n\p kaÀ¸n¨p tIcf¯nsâ 

\thm°m\ Ncn{X¯nse IÀ½ tbmKn-

kphÀW Pq_nen Hm¬sse\neqsS apJya{´n ]nWdmbn hnPb³ DZvLmS\w sN¿póp. 

bmb BNm-cy t{ijvT\mWv hnip² Nhd 

Fenbmkv ]nXmshópw At±l¯nsâ 

t]cnepÅ Cu ]pck-vImcw kzoIcn¡m³ 

Gsd kt´mjapsïópw Xsâ adp]

Sn {]kwK¯nð s{]m^. Fw sI km\p  

]dªp. dh. tUm. tXmakv Nm¯w ]

d¼nð A[y£\mbncp-óp.  sIm¨n tabÀ 

AUz. Fw. A\nð IpamÀ NS§nð apJy 

{]`mjWw \-S¯n. 

aebmf `mjmhmcm-Nc-Ww 

tIcf]ndhnbpsS 65þmw hÀj¯nepw 

Nmhd IÄ¨dð skâÀ Øm]nXam-

bXnsâ kphÀ®Pq_nenbnepw \hw_À 

1  apXð 7 hsc  aebmf`mjmhmcmNcWw 

kwLSn-¸n¨p.  aebmf `mjmhmcmNcWw  

{]ikvX kn\namXmchpw kwhn[mbI\p 

amb {io. a[p]mð DZvLmS\w sN-bvXp. 

Xnc¡YmIr¯v tPm¬t]mÄ A²y£X 

h-ln¨NS§nð acSv tPmk^v, iymw[À 

FónhÀ hninãmXnYnIfm-bn-cpóp. ""ae 

bmfkn\nabnse ]pXnb kao]\§Ä'' 

Fó hnjbs¯¡pdn¨m-bn-cpóp {]`m 

jWw. AXn\ptijw thÄUv Hm^v 

hnkntegv--kv Atkmkntbjsâ  hnkn-

temðkhw (Whistling Performance) 
Dïm-bn-cpóp. \hw-_À 2-\v s{]m^. Fw. 

tXmakv amXyp A²y£X h-ln¨  tbmK 

¯nð ""aebmf \ncq]WkmlnXyw'' Fó 

hnjbs¯¡pdn¨v  {]ikvX kmlnXy\n 

IÀs½ektµiw  Unkw_À 2021 81

.



THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

cq]I\pw  ]{X{]hÀ¯I\pamb   {io. ]n. sI. 

cmPtiJc³ apJy{]`mjWw \-S¯n. \hw 

-_À 3þ\v almcmPmkv tImtfPv aebmf 

hn`mKw ta[mhn tUm. kpan tPmbn Hmen 

b¸pdw A²y£X h-ln¨ NS§nð  

"IYbnð {]thi\anñm¯hÀ' Fó hnj 

bs¯¡pdn¨v 2020þse tIcf kmlnXy 

A¡mZan AhmÀ-Uv tPXmhmb {io. ]n. 

F^v. amXyqkv apJy{]`mjWw \-S¯n. 

\hw_À 4þ\v  {io. Sn. Fw. F{_lmw 

A²y£X h-ln¨ NS§nð "kaImenI 

\mSIhpw \mSIthZnbpw' Fó hnjbs¯ 

¡pdn¨v  temI[À½n UbdÎdpw {]apJ 

\mSIkwhn[mbI\pamb tUm. N{µZm 

k³ apJy{]`mjWw \S-¯n. Zo-]m-h-en Zn-

\-¯nð  aXkulrZ Iq«mbvatbmsS  Zo]w 

sXfn-bn¨v Zo-]mh-en B-tLm-jn¨p. \hw-

_À 5þ\v {io. Fkv. ctai³ A²y£X 

hln¨ NS§nð "Ime¯nsâ ap{Z Ihn 

Xbnð' Fó hnjbs¯¡pdn¨v s{]m^. 

ayqkv tacn apJy{]`mjWw \S¯n.  \hw-_À 

6þ\v kn.Fw.sF. kmaqlytkh\hn`mKw 

P\dð Iu¬kneÀ ^m. _nPp hSt¡ð 

A²y£X h-ln¨ NS§nð "Bhn-

jv--IcWcoXnbpw Imehpw' Fó hnjb 

s¯¡pdn¨v {]ikvX \ncq]I\mb kmln 

XyhnaÀiI\pamb  {io. Ið]ä \mcm 

bW³ apJy{]`mjWw \S¯n. a-e-bm-f-

`m-jm-N-c-W-¯n-sâ k-am-]-\-Zn-\w s{]m-^. 

Fw. sI. km\p  D-Zv-LmS-\w sN-bv-Xp. kn. 

Fw. sF. hnZym`ymk am[yahn`mKw P\

dð Iu¬kneÀ tUm. amÀ«n³ aÅm¯v 

A²y£X h-ln¨ NS§nð {]Ya Nm-h-d 

kp-hÀ-® N-e-¨n-{X- ]p-c-kv-Im-cw \nÀ½m 

-Xmhpw {]ikvX kn\na kocnbð \S\p 

amb {io t{]w {]-Im-in-\v, km-\p-amjv 

kaÀ¸n¨p. 30,000 cq-]bpw ^e-I-hpw, {]-i- 

kv-Xn-]-{X-hpw A-S-§p-óXm-bn-cpóp. ]p-c-kv 

Imcw. "Xnc¡YbpsS amdpó coXn imkv{Xw' 

Fó hnjbs¯¡pdn¨v {]ikvX kn\na 

Xnc¡YmIr¯pIfmb {io. t_m_n, kRv 

Pbv apJy{]`mjWw \S-¯n. 

km-ln-Xy-sk-an-\mÀ

kmwk-vImcnIamb A]Nbw Xo{hambn 

A\p`hn¡pó kmlNcy¯nð \mw 

Pohn¡pt¼mÄ  am\knI  hnIk\¯n\pw 

aqey§fpsS kwc£W¯n\pw kmwk-vIm-

cnI {]hÀ¯\w A\nhmcyamsWóv Fw 

sI km\p A`n{]mbs¸«p . {]hmkn 

eoKð skñpw Nmhd IÄ¨dð sk³d-

dpw  kwLSn¸n¨ kmlnXy skan\mÀ DZv-

LmS\w sNbvXv kwkmcn¡pIbmbncpóp 

At±lw. FdWmIpfw Pnñ D]t`màr 

XÀ¡]cnlmc I½oj³ {]knUïv Un 

_n _n\p A[y£X hln¨ tbmK¯nð 

AUzt¡äv tPmkv F{_lmw cNn¨ kp-

c£nX IpSntbäw Fó ]pkvXIw  Fw 

sI km\p,   k_o\ ju¡¯n\v \ðIn 

{]Imi\w sNbvXp. Fw.sI. km\p cNn¨ 

hn. sI. thembp[³ Hcp {]t£m`Imcn-

bpsS PohnXw Fó ]pkvXI¯nsâ  {]Im 

i\w  PÌnkv kptc{µ taml³ \n 

ÀÆln¨p. PÌnkv Fkv. kncnPK³ ]pkv 

XI¯nsâ BZy tIm¸n Gäphm§n. 

kv{Xo[\ hncp²Zn\mNcWw 

kv{XoIÄ {]XnIcWtijnbpÅhcmbn 

hfcWw A§s\bmbmð am{Xta AhÀ 

s¡XnscbpÅ A{Ia§fpw IpdbpIbp 

Åpshópw, XymKa\ØnXnbpÅ kv{Xo 

IfmWv \½psS kaql¯nepÅXv Fómð 

CXv Hcp ]pcpj\pw a\Ênem¡pónñ 

Fópw a\pjymhImi I½oj³ ap³ 

BÎnwKv sNbÀt]gv--k¬ ]n taml\Zmkv 

]dªp. kv{Xo[\hncp²Zn\t¯mS\p_ 

Ôn¨v Nmhd IÄ¨dð skâdpw, Nmhd 

^manen shðs^bÀ skâdpw  kwL 

Sn¸n¨ skan\mÀ DZvLmS\w sNbvXp 

kwkmcn¡pIbmbncpóp At±lw. 

s\SpapSn thWp BÄ  

P\tdj³ BÎÀ : emð tPmkv

XeapdIÄ amdn amdn hót¸mgpw ]pXpabn 

ð Ahtc¡mÄ ap³t] ̀ mhpIXz¯n\v ]p 

Xnb am\§Ä XoÀ¯ `cXsâbpw sI. 
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Pn. tPmÀÖnsâbpw tamlsâbpw ]ßcm 

Psâbpw kn\naIfnse tamln¸n¡pó 

A`n\bkmón²yambncpó s\SpapSnth-

Wp  BÄ P\tdj³ BÎÀ Bbncpóp-

shóv emðtPmkv A`n{]mbs¸«p. s\SpapSn 

thWphnsâ BZcmÀ°w \S-¯nb  {XnZn\ 

s\SpapSn thWp ̂ nenw s^Ìnhepw A\p-

kva-c-Whpw  DZvLmS\w sNbvXp kwkm 

cn¡pIbmbncpóp At±lw. kwhn[mbI³ 

taml³ kvarXn Zo]w sXfn¨p.

temI ImgvN Zn\w

skmsskän t^mÀ dolm_nentäj³ Hm^v 

Zn hnjzen NmeôvUv,(Fkv.BÀ .hn .kn.) 

Nmhd IÄ¨dð skâÀ FónhbpsS t\

XrXz¯nð  temI ImgvN Zn\t¯mS\p_

Ôn¨p ss»³Uv ^pSvt_mÄ sUtam 

sKbnapw ss»³Uv t^mÄUUv \S¯hpw 

kwLSn¸n¨p. ^m.tXmakv ]pXptÈcn 

Int¡m^v sNbvXp DZvLmS\w sNbvXp. 

C´y³ ss»³Uv ^pSvt_mÄ s^U 

tdj³ kvt]mÀ«nMv UbdÎÀ, kp\nð sP 

amXyq, CóÀhoð sIm¨n {]knUâ v Ko-X 

Ir-jvW³ FónhÀ {]kwKn¨p. 

\r¯kwKoX ¢mkpIÄ

hnPbZian \mfnð \r¯þkwKoX 

hmtZym]IcW hnZymcw`w Ipdn¨p. {]

ikvX Ip¨n]pSn \À¯In A\p]a 

taml³ apJymXnYnbmbncpóp. 

htµ `mcXv  tZi`ànKm\aÕchpw 

Hm¬sse³ HmWmtLmjhpw

htµ`mcXv tZi`ànKm\w, HmW¸m«v, 

amthensb hcbv¡ð, ]mNI¡pdn¸v, 

{]kwKw Fóo aÕc§fnð hnPbn 

¨hÀ¡v k½m\§Ä hnXcWw sNbvXp. 

Hm¬sse\mbn \S¯nb aÕc§fnð  

200 e[nIw hnZymÀ°nIfpw apXnÀóhcpw 

]s¦Sp¯p. Pq\nbÀ hn`mK¯nepw ko\n 

bÀ hn`mK¯nepw anI¨ hnPbw  t\Sn-

bhÀ¡v Hm¬sse³ hnZym`ymk¯n\m 

hiyamb kma{KnIfmWv k½m\ambn \

ðInb-Xv. ̂ m. tXmakv ]pXptÈcn, ̂ m. amXyp 

Incnbm´³,  FónhÀ k½m\§Ä hnX-

cWw sNbvXp.

tbipZmk³ kvarXnhµ\ kmbmÓw

Bt£]lmky¯n\v  {]kmZkuayamb  

hnaÀi\w Fópw  ]cymbamImsaóv 

hcIfneqsSbpw hcnIfneqsSbpw {]kcn 

¸n¨ Nncn Nn´IÄ sImïp km£y 

s¸Sp¯nb ImÀ«qWnÌmWv tbipZm 

ks\óv tPm¬-t]mÄ.  tbipZmk³  

kvarXnhµ\ kmbmÓ¯nð ]s¦Sp¯p 

kwkmcn¡pIbmbncpóp At±lw. 

{io. Un. _n. _n\phn\v A`n\µ\w :

acp`qanbnse \oÀac{]tZiwt]msebmWv 

Un. _n. _n\pshóv s{]m^. Fw. sI. 

km\p A`n{]mbs¸«p.  D]t`màrXÀ¡ 

]cnlmcI½oj³ FdWmIpfw Pnñm {]

knUâmbn \nbanX\mb {io. Un. _n. 

_n\phns\ A\ptamZn¡póXn\mbpÅ 

tbmKw DZvLmS\w sNbvXp kwkmcn 

¡pIbmbncpóp At±lw.

khykmNnbmWv tPm¬t]mÄ 

: s{]m^. Fw.sI.km\p

tPm¬t]mÄ Ft¸mgpw A`nam\

t¯msS ]dbpóXv Rm³ km\pamjnsâ  

in£y\msWóv; Fómð tPm¬t]m 

fnsâ  A²ym]I\mWv Rm³ Fóp ]

dbm\mWv F\n¡nãsaóv s{]m^. Fw.

sI.km\p A`n{]mbs¸«p. {]ikvX 

Xnc¡YmIr¯pw am[yahnNmcI\pamb 

tPm¬t]mÄ FgpXn ASbmfw ]»nt¡-

j³kv {]kn²oIcn¨ ambmkvarXn, 

HmÀ½IfpsSNmacw Fóo  cïp ]pkvX-

I§fpsS IhÀ {]Imi\w \nÀÆln¨p 

kwkmcn¡pIbmbncpóp At±lw. ambm 

kvarXnbpsS IhÀ kwhn[mbI³ kn±o-

Jn\pw, HmÀ½IfpsSNmacw jn_p N{I-

hÀ¯n¡pw  \ðIn {]Imi\w sNbvXp. 

^m.Ìm³ kzman \oXn  

\ntj[n¡s¸« a\pjy kvt\ln

^m.Ìm³ kzmantbmSpÅ ImS¯¯nsâ 
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THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

{IqcXbv--s¡Xnsc iÐw DbÀ¯n-

bnsñ¦nð \mw a\pjycñmXmIpsaóv 

s{]m^. Fw.sI .km\q A`n{]mbs¸«p. 

^m.Ìm³ kzman \oXn \ntj[n¡s¸« 

a\pjykvt\ln Fó hnjb¯nð 

Hm¬sse³ tbmKw DZv--LmS\w sN-

bvXp kwkmcn¡pIbmbncpóp At±lw. 

Fw. .sI t{]aN{µ³ Fw.]n apJy{]`m-

jWw  \S-¯n. sIm¨n tabÀ Fw. A\n 

ðIpamÀ A[y£X hln¨p. 

A²ym]IKpcphµ\w

A²ym]IZn\¯nð 95þmw hbÊnsâ ]Sn-

hmXnð¡ð \nópsImïv XeapdIfpsS 

Kpcp\mY\mb Fw. sI. km\pamÌdpsS 

Gähpw ]pXnb cN\bmb kmlnXy 

ZÀi\¯nsâ {]Imi\NS§v A]q 

ÀÆamsbmcp Kpcphµ\¯n\p km£yw 

hln¨p. ]qÀÆm{ia¯nð A²ym]I\m 

bncpó A¦amenþFdWmIpfw AXncq]

XbpsS sa{Xms¸men¯³ hnImcn BÀ¨v 

_nj¸v amÀ BâWn Icnbnð km\p 

amÌÀ¡v Kpcphµ\w \S¯n. sIm¨n 

tabÀ AUz. Fw. A\nðIpamdn\v BZy 

{]Xn \ðIns¡mïv amÀ Icnbnð kmln 

XyZÀi\w {]Imi\w sNbvXp. {]ntbmÀ 

P\dð dh.tUm. ^m. tXmakv Nm¯w]

d¼nð A[y-£X hln-¨p. 

 LET’S REMEMBER THE DEPARTED 
SOULS

• Rev Fr Joseph Madassery CMI (85), SH 
Province, Kochi was called to eternal re-
ward on 03 September 2021. The funeral 
was held on the same day at Sacred Heart 
Monastery, Thevara.

• Rev  Fr Aaron Vithayathil CMI (90),  Car-
mel Province, Muvattupuzha  was   called to 
eternal reward on, 08 September, 2021. 
The funeral was held on 09 September 
2021 at Carmel Monastery, Vazhakulam.

• Rev Fr Joseph Valiyathazhathu CMI 
(69), St Joseph Province, Kottayam was 
called to eternal reward on 19 Octo-
ber 2021.The funeral was held on Oc-
tober 20, 2021 at St Anne’s Monastery,  
Kurianad.

• Rev  Fr  George  Marattukalam CMI (78), 
Mary Matha Vice-Province was called 
 to    eternal    reward    on    22   October    2021. The 
 funeral was held on 24 October 2021 at 
Sacred Heart Monastery, Chethipuzha.

• Rev Fr Sebastian Avaran CMI, De-
vamatha Province, Thrissur was called 
to eternal reward on, 22 October 2021. 
The funeral was held on 24 October 
2021 at at Immaculate Heart Monastery, 
Varandarappilly.

• Rev  Fr Sebastian Kaduvathookil CMI 
(St Joseph’s Province, Thiruvananthapu-
ram was called to eternal reward on 09 Nov 
ember 2021. The funeral was held on 11 
November 2021 at 01.30 pm at Sacred 
Heart Monastery Church, Chethipuzha. 

• Rev Fr George Honorius Theroopara-
mpil CMI (84), St Paul Province, Bhopal 
was called to eternal reward on 17 No-
vember 2021. The funeral was held on 19 
November 2021 at Bhopal.

• Rev Fr John Edappilly CMI (77), De-
vamatha Province, Thrissur was  called 
to eternal reward on 19 November 2021. 
The The funeral was held on 21 Novem-
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LET’S REMEMBER THE DEPARTED SOULS

ber 2021 at Carmel Bhavan, Chalakkudy. 

• Rev Fr Joseph Aureus Chakkalamat-
tam CMI (88) Devamatha Province, 
Thrissur was called to eternal reward 
on 21 November 2021. The funeral was 
held on 23 November 2021 at St. Teresa’s 
Monastery,  Kottackal, Ampazhakkad.

• Rev Fr John Naduvathussery CMI (82) 
St Xavier’s Province, Rajkot was called to 
eternal   reward  on   26   November  2021.  The 
funeral was held on 29 November 2021 
at St Xavier’s Provincial House, Rajkot.

• Rev Fr Sebastian Mannolickal CMI 
(62), St Joseph Province, Kottayam was 
called to eternal reward on 29 November 
2021.The Funeral service was held on 
December 01, 2021 at St Antony’s CMI 

Bhavan, Puthuppally 

• Rev Bro Gabriel Koorkkakalayil CMI 
(83), Nirmal Province Jagdalpur was call 
ed to eternal reward on 01 January 2022.
The funeral was held at 3.30 pm at Pious 
X Monestry, Amanakara, Ramapuram.

• Rev Fr Joseph Sylvester Thekkumkal 
CMI (82), St Joseph Province, Kottayam-
was called to eternal reward on 18 Janu-
ary 2022. The funeral service was held on 
20 January 2022 at St Anne’s Monastery, 
Kurianad

• Rev Fr Thomas Srampickal CMI (78), 
Nirmal Province, Jagdalpur was called to 
eternal rest on 21 January 2022. The fu-
neral was held on 23 January 2022 at St. 
John’s Monastery, Mutholy.

Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala was born on 15 May 1935 as the fourth child of par-
ents Lona and Thandamma at Kandasamkadavu St. Mary’s Forane Parish of Thrissur 
Archdiocese. Out of his siblings four of them were also called to consecrated life. In 
1950, he joined the aspirants house at Elthuruth, and made the first profession in 
1953 at Ampazhakad; he finished his ecclesiastical studies at Chethipuzha and Dhar-
maram College and was ordained a priest by Archbishop Joseph Parecattil in 1960.

Rev. Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI
(1935-2021)

Birth  : 15/05/1935  Profession : 15/10/1953

Ordination : 17/05/1960  Death  : 30/05/2021
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Having gone abroad for higher studies, Fr. Vineeth took doctorates in philosophy and 
theology from Gregorian and Oxford Universities respectively. Soon after his priest-
ly ordination, Fr. Vineeth was assigned to teach seminarians at Dharmaram College, 
which he continued during and after his doctoral research till he founded Vidyavanam 
Ashram, Bengaluru, in 1996. Apart from being a professor of philosophy and theology, 
lecturing in India and abroad, Fr. Vineeth was a renowned retreat preacher and was in 
the frontline in the movement for the inculturation of Christian faith in India.

Fr. Vineeth shines as an icon of peace which could be noticed in his pleasant and wel-
coming presence. Having voracious reading habit, his materials varied from religion to 
nature, from humanity to divinity, and from the Bible to Vedanta. His philosophy and 
theology covered all good things in all religions. The depth of his interiority and width 
of his spirituality were unfathomable. 

Fr Vineeth excelled in the devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the Holy Mother 
helped him in various ways. Once he was physically attacked by an anti-so cial couple 
on his way. Then he resorted to Mother Mary’s help, which made him escape from the 
trouble triumphantly. 

Though Fr. Francis Vineeth was formally ascribed to Bharathamatha Ashram, Pal ak-
kad, he was residing at Preshitharam, Mannuthy, for the last three years, availing ap 
propriate treatment from hospitals at Thrissur. In his old age, he faced a few health 
hazards, and, finally, it was due to Covid-19 that he left us on 30 May 2021 at Ama-
la Hospital, Thrissur. Next day his body was cremated at Kuriachira and his remains. 
were taken to Preshitharam, Mannuthy, where the first part of funeral ceremony was 
conducted, officiated by Fr. Saju Chackalackal, Provincial. His Grace Mar Andrews. 
Thazhath and His Excellency Mar Tony Neelankavil and Fr. Davis Panackal CMI De-
vamatha Provincial, offered prayers with the community.

In the evening, the remains were brought to Bharathamatha Ashram. On 1 June 2021 
in the morning, many CMI members joined the community in prayer, observ ing Cov-
id-19 protocol. At 2 pm, the second part of funeral rites started and Requiem Mass 
followed, which was officiated by Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI (Vicar General). The 
co-celebrants were Fr Saju Chackalackal (Provincial, Preshitha Province), Fr Davis 
Panackal (Provincial, Devamatha Province), Fr Johnson Valiyakulathil (Vicar Provin-
cial, Preshitha Province) and Fr. Rupert Panikulam (Prior, Bharathamatha Ashram, 
Palakkad). In his homily, Fr. Anto Vattakuzhy highlighted Fr Vineeth’s simplicity, truth-
fulness, integrity, mystical leanings, and great initiations into ashram life with its basis 
in the Indian-Christian ethos. The last part of the funeral rites was officiated by Mar 
Jacob Manathodath, Bishop of Palakkad. The remains were interred in Bharathama-
tha cemetery

Let us pray for him by offering the suffrages for the dead. in the tenor of CMI Directo-
ry, No 58b
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Fr. Jacob Savio Menachery CMI
(1945-2021)

Birth  : 24/02/1945  Profession : 15/05/1967

Ordination : 31/12/1977  Death  : 18/08/2021

Rev Fr. Jacob Savio Menachery was born on 24 February, 1945 to Mr. Paul and Mrs. 
Thressia at Mukkattukara village in Thrissur District, as the sixth child among the nine 
children. One of his sibling sisters is a nun.

Fr Jacob earnestly desired to become a priest and lead a simple life in Christ. His mot-
to was “to me to live is Christ and to die is a gain” (Phil: 1.21). He thus joined as an 
aspirant at St. Pius X Aspirants House, Varandarappilly and made the first religious 
profession on 16 May, 1970. Fr. Jacob completed his philosophy and theology course 
from Dharmaram College, Bangalore.

He was ordained a priest on 31 December, 1977, by Mar, Joseph Kundukulam, the 
then Bishop of the diocese of Thrissur. As a priest, Fr. Jacob provided his sincere and 
valuable service as Vicar and Asst. Vicar at various Churches in the Arch diocese of 
Thrissur, for 25 years, and in the diocese of Irinjalakuda for over 8 years. Being an 
amiable leader, Fr. Jacob was a dynamic clergy who worked for the religious in the 
Churches wherever he served. Elthuruth, Pavaratty, Ambazhakad, Varandarappilly, 
Kadalundy, Chalakudy, Azhikode, Kormala, Irinjalakuda, Snehagiri etc. are some of 
the CMI communities where Fr. Jacob served. He was a school teacher in Pavaratty, 
Elthuruth and Chalakudy. He had been to Kenya as a missionary to preach the good 
news of Jesus Christ.

While serving as a member of Snehagiri CMI Bhavan, he suffered certain age-related 
ailments. Therefore, he moved to Amala Hospital at Thrissur for better treatment and 
stayed at Santhwanam - retirement home for CMI members. During his days at San-
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thwanam, his condition worsened and he finally succumbed to his ailments at Amala 
Hospital. He left for his heavenly abode at 2.30 pm on 18 August, 2021

His mortal remains were taken to St. Mary’s Monastery at Elthurth, and the funer-
al service was held on 19 August, 2021. Arch bishop Mar. Andrews Thazhath, of the 
Arch diocese of Thrissur, Bishop Mar. Pauly Kannukadan, of the diccess of Irinjalaku-
da, Bishop Mar. Tony Neelankavil, the Auxiliary Bishop of Arch diocese of Thrissur, 
Fr. Josey Thamarassery, the Vicar General of CMI Congregation, Fr. Davis Panakkal, 
Provincial of CMI Devamatha Province, Fr. Joy Vattoly (Jr), the Superior of Snehagiri 
CMI Bhavan along with the other CMI members officiated at the funeral ceremony. Fr. 
Thomas Ambookkan CMI delivered the homily during which he eloquently presented 
the life and other activities of Fr. Jacob. Fr. Jacob was a holy priest who was always 
happy. He loved everyone without discrimination and everyone loved his presence. 
His kind and loving gestures always exhibited spiritual reflection.

His life for Christ, his service to humanity, and his teachings to ignite faith have creat-
ed an everlasting impact in the minds of all those who were associated with him. May 
his noble soul rest in the tranquility of heavenly peace!

Let us all pray for Fr. Jacob by offering the suffrages for the dead in the tenor of our 
Directory No. 58(b).

^m. tPmk^v amStÈcn kn.Fw.sF.

(1936þ2021)

P\\w  : 20/01/1936  {hXw  : 16/05/1960

Xncp¸«w  : 17/05/1967  acWw  : 03/09/2021

kn.Fw.sF. sIm¨n, XncplrZb s{]mhn³knse tXhc XncplrZb B{iamwKamb _lp. 

tPmk^v amStÈcn A¨³ 2021 sk]väw_À 3 shÅnbmgvN AÀ²cm{Xnbnð F¬]¯n-

bôv hÀjw \oï Xsâ CltemI PohnXw shSnªv IÀ¯mhnð \n{Z {]m]n¨p. 

arXkwkvImc ip{iqj AtX Znhkw D¨Xncnªv 3 aWntbmSpIqSn B{iatZhmeb 

¯nð \S¯n

FdWmIpfw A¦amen AXncq]X aq¡óqÀ skâ v tacokv CShIbnð amStÈcn IpSpw 

_¯nse ]tcXcmb ]utem t{Xky Z¼XnIfpsS Bdpa¡fnð cïma\mbn tPmk^v 
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A¨³ 1936 P\phcn 20þ\v `qPmX\mbn. Ipªv butk¸v Fómbncpóp {]nbapÅh-

scñmw At±ls¯ hnfn¨ncpóXv. aq¡óqÀ Fkv.F¨v HmÀ^t\Pv kvIqfnsebpw skâ v 

Atemjykv Fð¯pcp¯ntebpw hnZym`ymk¯n\ptijw kn.Fw.sF. k`bnð 

tNÀóp. BZyIme skan\mcn ]T\w Beph B{iat¯mSp tNÀópÅ tbmKmÀ°n 

`h\¯nð ]qÀ¯nbm¡nb At±lw 1960 sabv 16þ\v BZy{hXmÀ¸Ww sNbvXp. 1963 

sabv 16þ\v \nXy{hXmÀ¸Ww \S¯pIbpw XpSÀóv [À½mcmw tImtfPnð sshZnI]

T\w ]qÀ¯nbm¡n 1967 sabv amkw 17þ\v ]utcmlnXyw kzoIcn¡pIbpw sNbvXp.

54 hÀjw \oïp \nó At±l¯nsâ ]utcmlnXy k\ymkPohnXw k` Gð¸n¨ 

hnhn[§fmb ip{iqjIfmð k¼óhpw A\p{KloXhpambncpóp. ]utcmlnXy 

kzoIcW¯n\ptijw ssakqÀ tKmWn sIm¸bnð klhnImcnbmbpw Fkvtääv 

kq£n¸pImc\mbpw At±lw \ntbmKn¡s¸«p. XpSÀóv cmPvtIm«nð kp¸ocnbdmbpw 

tbmKmÀ°nIfpsS sdÎdmbpw tkh\w sNbvXp. Imcn¡mapdn {]Êv amt\PÀ, ]qs\ 

`h\¯nð Aknkväâ v sdÎÀ, BßobKpcp, aW¸pdw tlmkv]näð UndÎÀ, IfatÈcn 

{]hniy Iu¬kneÀ, kp¸ocnbÀ, sImcï¡mSv kp¸ocnbÀ, hnImcn XpS§nb sshhn 

[yamÀó ip{iqjIÄ¡ptijw 2005 apXð 2017 hsc GItZiw 12 hÀjt¯mfw [À½m-

cmw tImtfPv _w¥qcnð sshZnI hnZymÀ°nIfpsS Bßob Kpcphmbpw Ip¼km 

c¡mc\mbpw At±lw kvXpXyÀlamb tkh\§Ä sNbvXp.

PohnXImew apgph³ hfsc im´ioe\mbncpó tPmk^v A¨³ B{ia¯nse 

kaql PohnX¯nð Gsd DuÀÖkzeXtbmsS ]s¦Sp¯ncpóp. lrZbw sXfn¡pó 

hgnbneqsS \Sóp \o§nb At±lw FñmhÀ¡pambn kabw \o¡nsh¨ncpó hyàn-

bmbncpóp. Xsâ thZ\Ifnð Hcn¡ðt¸mepw ]cnX]n¡mXncpó tPmk^v A¨³ 

Hcp kl\Zmk\mbncpóp. At±lw Bgamb {]mÀ°\mPohnXhpw Bßob PohnX-

hpw \bn¨ncpóp. hnimeamb A[ymßnIÚm\w A¨sâ Fñm {]hÀ¯\§fnepw 

k¼óambn \nóncpóp. Hópw BÀÖn¡mt\m ]cn`hw ]dbmt\m {ian¡mXncpó 

tPmk^v A¨³ kaql¯n\v henb amXrI Bbncpóp. Hcp k\ymkn XïmIpó 

CutimtbmSv tNÀóncpóv Bßob Ir]bpsS Pohckw kzoIcn¨v AXv hnXcWw 

sN¿pó hyànbmIWw FóXmbncpóp k\ymks¯¡pdn¨pÅ At±l¯nsâ Imgv 

N¸mSv. At±l¯nsâ Cu ImgvN¸mSpIÄ icnsh¡pó Xc¯nð hnizkvXX ]pe 

À¯ns¡mïmWv At±lw CltemIw shSnªXv.

2017 apXð tXhcbnð Bkv]nc³kv lukv Aknkväâ v sdÎdmbn tPmen sNbvXp 

sImïncn¡shbmWv At±lw tcmK_m[nX\mhpIbpw XpSÀóv 2021 sk]väw_À 3 

shÅnbmgvN shfp¸n\v 12.30þ\v IÀ¯mhnsâ \nXyk½m\¯n\mbn hnfn¡s¸SpIbpw 

sNbvXXv.

Aóp sshIn«v 3þ\v kn.Fw.sF. k`bpsS hnImcn P\dð ^m. tPmkn XmactÈcnbpsS 

apJyImÀ½nIXz¯nepw XncplrZb {]hniybpsS {]hniym[n]³ ^m. s_ón \ð¡c 

bpsSbpw, amStÈcn A¨sâ _Ôp¡fmb ^m. jntâm Xfnb¯nsâbpw, ^m. t]mÄ 

amStÈcnbptSbpw, tXhc sImth´bpsS {]ntbmÀ ]utemkv InS§³ A¨sâbpw 

klImÀ½nIXz¯nð kaql_entbmsS A´yIÀ½ip{iqjIÄ Bcw`n¨p. tPmk 

^¨sâ ktlmZc§Ä, IpSpw_mwK§Ä, hnhn[ {]hniyIfnse sshZnIÀ, I\ymkv{Xn 

IÄ FónhÀ tImhnUv t{]mt«mt¡mfpIÄ ]men¨v arXkwkvImc ip{iqjIfnð kPo-

hambn ]s¦Sp¯p. _lp. tXmakv sX¡n\nb¯v A¨³ Nca {]kwKw \S¯n.

IÀs½ektµiw  Unkw_À 2021 89

.



^m. Altdm³ hnXb¯nð kn.Fw.sF.

(1931þ2021)

P\\w  : 13/11/1931  {hXw  : 15/10/1951

Xncp¸«w  : 17/05/1963  acWw  : 08/09/2021

kn.Fw.sF aqhmäp]pg ImÀ½ð {]hniybnse ASnamen Zo]vXn `h³ AwKambncpó 

^m. Altdm³ hnXb¯nð (90) sk]väw_À 8þmw XobXn 5 aWn¡v aqhmäp]pg \n 

À½e saUn¡ð skâdnð h¨v IÀ¯mhnð \n{Z {]m]n¨p. arXtZlw sk]väw_À 9þmw 

XobXn hymgmgvN cmhnse hmg¡pfw B{iatZhmeb¯nð sImïphóp. ImÀ½ð {]hn 

iym[n]³ _lp.amÀ«n³ Iq«¹m¡e¨sâ t\XrXz¯nð {]mÀ°\mip{iqjIfpsS {]m 

cw` `mKw \S¯n. kn.Fw.sF. k`bpsS P\dmÄ dh. ^m. tXmakv Nm¯³]d¼nð 

H¸okv \S¯n. CSp¡n cq]Xm hnImcn P\dmÄ dh. ^m. tPmk^v ¹m¨n¡ð Altdm 

\¨\v BZcmÚenIÄ AÀ¸n¨p.

D¨Ignªv 2.30 \v arXkwkv¡mc ip{iqjIÄ Bcw`n¨p. kaql_en¡v kn.Fw.sF. 

hnImcn P\dmÄ dh. ^m. tPmÊn XmactÈcn, ImÀ½ð s{]mhn³knsâ s{]mhn³jymÄ 

^m. amÀ«n³ Iq«¹m¡ð, sIm¨n XncplrZb s{]mhn³knsâ s{]mhn³jymÄ ̂ m.s_ón 

\ð¡c, ASnamen Zo]vXn `h³ kp¸ocnbÀ ^m. tPmÀÖv ]q¡m«v, Altdm\¨sâ 

ktlmZcn ]p{X³ ^m. kmhnb³kv NntcmX FónhÀ t\XrXzw \ðIn. ip{iqjbpsS 

Ahkm\ `mK¯n\v tImXawKew sa{Xm³ A`nhµy amÀ tPmÀÖv aT¯n¡ï¯nð 

]nXmhv t\XrXzw \evIn. tXhc B{ia¯nsâ {]ntbmÀ dh. ^m. ]utemkv InS§³ 

Xsâ A\ptimN\ ktµi¯neqsS Altdm\¨sâ PohnX¯nsâ ]qÀ® Nn{Xw 

kpµcambn hc¨pIm«n. Altdm\¨\pthïn {]mÀ°n¡phm³ cq]Xm sshZoIcpw 

hnhn[ `h\§fnð \nópff A¨òmcpw F¯nbncpóp. FdWmIpfw A¦amen AXn 

cq]Xbnse hcm¸pg ]p¯³]Ån CShIbnð hnXb¯nð sIm¨phÀ¡n adnbm½ 

Z¼XnIfpsS Gähpw Cfbh\mbn 1931 \hw_À 13þmw XobXn _lp Altdm³ A¨³ 

arXkwkvImc ip{iqjbpsS Ahkm\ `mKamb \memw `mK¯n\v t\XrXzw sImSp 

¯Xv _lpam\s¸« amÀ tXmakv N¡nb¯v ]nXmhmbncpóp. _lp. tPmk^v amStÈcn 

A¨\neqsS kn.Fw.sF. k`bv¡pw Xncpk`bv¡pw am\h kaql¯nepw e`n¨ Fñm 

\òIÄ¡pw ssZh¯n\p kvXpXn.

_lp. tPmk^v A¨sâ Bßim´n¡mbn XpSÀópw {]mÀ°n¡mw. At±l¯n\p 

thïn kn.Fw.sF. k`m \nba{]ImcapÅ (D 58. a, b) {]mÀ°\Ifpw `àm\p 

jvTm\§fpw \nÀhln¡mw.
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`qPmX\mbn. ]tcXcmb kn. Cks_ñ S.D, {ioaXn Beokv tPm¬ NntcmX, {io ]u 

temkv, kn.skeÌy³ S.D FónhcmWv Altdm\¨sâ ktlmZc§Ä.

{]mYanI hnZym`ymkw ]p¯³]Ånbnð ]qÀ¯nbm¡nb Altdm\¨sâ sslkv¡qÄ 

hnZym`ymkw hmg¡pfw C³s^â v Pokkv kvIqfnembncpóp. 1949þð SSLC ]qÀ 

¯nbm¡nb A¨³ amóm\w skâ v tPmk^v tbmKmÀYn ̀ h\¯nð tNÀóp. ̀ mjm]T 

\¯n\v tijw A¼g¡mSv skâ v sXtckmkv B{ia¯nð \hk\ymkw ]qÀ 

¯nbm¡nb Altdm\¨³ 1951 HtÎm_À 15þmw XobXn BZyhXw A\pjvTn¨p. 1954þð 

sN¯n¸pg skan\mcnbnð ^ntemk^n ]T\w \S¯n.

1956þ1960 ImeL«¯nð tXhc Fkv.F¨v tImtfPnð \nópw ^nknIvknð {]iwk\o 

bamb coXnbnð _ncpZsaSp¯p. 1960þð ssZhimkv{X]T\w Bcw`n¨ Altdm\¨³ 

1963 sabv 17þmw XobXn Xncp¸«w kzoIcn¨p. 

tIcf¯nð ]pXnb hnZym`ymk kwcw`amb cmPKncn kzm{ib Cw¥ojv aoUnbw kvIqfnsâ 

NpaXebmWv _lp Altdm\¨s\ Im¯ncpóXv kzbw ^okv ]ncn¨v A²ym]IÀ¡v 

i¼fhpw \ðIn. kvIqÄ \S¯m³ X¿mdmtWm Fó kÀ¡mcnsâ shñphnfn kzoIcn¨v 

_lp. kmek¨³ aqóp kvIqfpIÄ¡v A\phmZw hm§n. AXnð hfÀóp hóXv 

cmPKncn am{Xambncpóp. 1964 apXð 1977 hsc _lp Altdm\¨³ A²ym]I\mbpw, 

{][m\m²ym]I\mbpw B kvYm]\¯nsâ _meyIme Iã¸mSpIÄ t]dpóXn\v 

ap³]´nbnð Dïmbncpóp. Altdm\¨sâ 90þmw PòZn\¯nð temI¯nsâ hnhn[ 

`mK§fnð \nóv cmPKncn kvIqfnse ]qÀÆhnZymÀ°nIÄ Hm¬sse\mbn PòZn\w 

BtLmjn¨p 1967þ1971 ImeL«¯nð Im\Ubnse "Aðt_À«m' bqWnthgvknänbnð 

\nópw hnZym`ymk¯nð _ncpZm\´c _ncpZhpw t\Sn.

hnZym`ymk {]hÀ¯\§fnð \nópw amdnb At±lw 1978þð Beph skâ v 

BâWokv B{ia t{ijvT\mbpw, 1981þð s{]mhn³jyð Iu¬knedmbpw tkh\w 

A\pjvTn¨p 1983þ1987 ImeL«¯nð XncplrZb {]hniysb \bn¨Xv Altdm\¨\m 

bncpóp.

1987 apXð _lp.Altdm\¨³ Xsâ tkh\¯n\mbn sXcsªSp¯Xv CSp¡nbpsS 

AhnIknX {]tZiamb h«hSbmbncpóp. ]mhs¸«hcpsSbpw, ]mÀizhð¡cn¡s¸«h-

cpsSbpw hnZym`ymk]chpw, BtcmKy]chpw, Bßobhpw, km¼¯nIhpamb Dó 

a\¯n\mbn At±lw ITn\ambn ]cn{ian¨p. Fsâ cïmw PòtZiw FómWv At±lw 

h«hSsb hntijn¸n¨ncpóXv. Xsâ ]nXrkz¯nsâ \sñmcp `mKw hnäv Xsâ anj\p 

thïn At±lw D]tbmKn¨p. h«hSbnð Hcp FbvUUv kvIqÄ XpS§póXnð \nÀ®m-

bIamb ]¦v A¨³ hln¨p.

h«hS anj\p tijw tImXawKew, sImSpthen, ASnamen Fóo B{ia§fnð 

Bßob ip{iqjbnepw, AP]me\ ip{iqjbnepw At±lw hym]rX\mbncpóp.

k`bnepw cm{ãob¯nepw \S¡pó ]pXnb Ne\§sf Xncn¨dnªv hnaÀi\ _p²n 

tbmSpIqSn {]XnIcn¡pI FóXv At±l¯nsâ {]tXyIXbmbncpóp. Xsâ A`n{]m 

b§sf ]dªp ^en¸n¡póXn\p At±l¯n\pïmbncpó NmXpcyw Akmam\y 

ambncpóp. amXmhnt\mSpw, Nmhd]nXmhnt\mSpw, Ið¡«bnse hnip² aZÀ sX-

tcktbmSpw At±lw \nXyw {]mÀ°n¨ncpóp. \ñ hmb\bpw, HmÀ½bpw Ahk-

m\w hsc \ne\nÀ¯nbncpóp. kvt\lk¼ó\pw, ITn\m[zm\nbpw, XymK§Ä 
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GsäSp¡m³ \ñ a\Êpw Dïmbncpó _lp Altdm\¨s\ kn.Fw.sF k`bv¡p \ð 

Inb ssZh¯n\p \µn ]dbmw. ssZhw Xsâ cmPy¯nð Altdm\¨s\ kzoIcn¨v 

A\p{Kln¡s«sbóv {]mÀ°n¡mw. \½psS k`m \nbaw A\pkcn¨v (D 58) _lp. 

Altdm\¨\pthïn hn.IpÀ_m\bpw, aäp {]mÀ°\Ifpw kaÀ¸n¡phm³ hn\oXambn 

A`yÀ°n¡póp.

^m. tPmkv IShnð kn.Fw.sF. 
(1929þ-2021)

P\\w  : 05/12/1949  {hXw  : 00/00/1971

Xncp¸«w  : 29/03/1979  acWw  : 13/09/2021

kn Fw sF Xncph\´]pcw skâ v tPmk^vkv {]hniybnse ^m. tPmkv IShnð (72) 

2021 HmKkväv 13þmw XobXn cm{Xn 9:30 aWn¡v ASqÀ tlmfnt{Imkv Bip]{Xnbnð h¨v 

ZnhwKX\mbn.

im´n`h³ B{iaw Our Lady of Home for the Deaf and Blind, Higher Secondary 
English Medium School, auïv ImÀað kn Fw sF skâ vdð kvIqÄ, am¯À tZbn 

kn Fw sF tImtfPv, IÀaeamXmhnsâ \ma¯nepÅ ssZhmebw Fóo al¯mb 

kvYm]\§fpsS kvYm]I]nXmhmWv IShne¨³

A¨³Xsó \nÀ½n¨v cq]wsImSp¯ G\ms¯ B{ia ssZhmeb¯nð h¨v HmK-

kväv 15þ\v ItcäamXmhnsâ Xncp\mÄ Znhkw D¨ Ignªv 2.30\v arXkwkvImc ip{iq-

jIÄ kamcw`n¨p At±lw B{Kln¨Xpt]mse G\m¯pÅ B{ia]qt´m«¯nse 

aWvU]¯nemWv At±l¯nsâ arXicocw kwkvIcn¨Xv. N§\mtÈcn AXncq]

Xbnð sN¯n¸pg CShIbnð IShnð tPmk^v, ¢mc½ Z¼XnIfpsS Bdpa¡fnð \m 

ema\mbn 1949 Unkw_À 5þmw XobXn tPmk¨³ P\n¨p. F{_lmw, tXmaÊv, F½m\p 

thð, tPmÀÖv, tacn FónhcmWv tPmk¨sâ ktlmZc§Ä ]mtdð Fð ]n. kvIqÄ, 

N§\mtÈcn Fkv _n sslkvIqÄ FónhnS§fnð {]mYanI hnZym`ymkw ]qÀ¯n-

bm¡n. 1966þð kn. Fw. sF. k`bnð tbmKmÀ°nbmbn {]thin¨p. 1971þð BZy{hXw 

A\pjvTn¨p. 1979 amÀ¨v 29þ\v A`nhµy ]ufnt\mkv ]nXmhnsâ ssIhbv¸p ip{iqjhgn 

Xncp¸«w kzoIcn¨p. Ipªp\mÄ apXð hey¸sâbpw hey½bpsSbpw t]c½amcpsSbpw 

kvt\l]cnemf\bnemWv hfÀóXv. amXrktlmZc\mb Uajo\¨sâbpw, ]ufnt\mkv 

]nXmhnsâbpw kzm[o\hpw sN¯n¸pg sImth´bnse sshZnIcpsS PohnXamXr 

Ibpw At±l¯n\v _mey¯nð¯só k\ymkPohnX¯nte¡v {]tNmZ\w \evIn. 

_mw¥qÀ [À½mcmw tImtfPnepw XpSÀóv ]q\m s]m´n^n¡ð skan\mcnbnepw 

sshZnI]T\w ]qÀ¯nbm¡n sshZnI\mb tijw s{]mhn³jymf¨sâ sk{I«dnbmbpw, 
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amóm\¯p sshZnIhnZymÀ°nIfpsS A[ym]I\mbpw ip{iqj sNbvXp. I\ymIpamcn 

Pnñbnse aWvU]¯n³IShv, Ifnbð FónhnS§fnð tkh\a\pjvTn¨n«pïv. 

AbncqÀ B{ia¯nsâ kp¸ocnbdmbncn¡pt¼mgmWv D]cn]T\¯n\mbn tPmk¨³ 

hntZit¯¡p t]mIpóXv. 1981þð ss__nÄ ]Tn¡m\mWv A¨³ Im\Ubv¡p t]mbXv. 

AhnsS Newman Theological College, Edmonton Alberta-ð ]Tn¨p sImïncn 

¡sh _[ncÀ¡pw ImgvNbnñm¯hÀ¡pwthïn C\nbpÅ PohnXw amänhbv¡m³ 

DÄhnfnbpïmbn. CXn\v ImcWw Fr Richard Burner Bbncpóp At±lambncpóp 

_[ncÀ¡pthïn BwKy`mjbnð AhnsS Znhy_en AÀ¸n¨ncpóXv At±l¯nsâ 

PohnXw tPmk¨s\ Fs´ónñmsX {]tNmZn¸n¨p At±lw A§s\ _[nccpsSbpw 

AÔcpsSbpw `mj ]Tn¡m³ Xocpam\n¨p.

tXmakv am{¼b¨³ At±ls¯ t{]mÕmln¸n¨p UBC Vancouver University bnð  

\nóv Deaf and Dumb ð kvs]jyð FUyqt¡j³ ]qÀ¯nbm¡n ]nóoSv Boston 
University USA ð \nópw kvs]jyð FUyqt¡j\nð MAbpw ]Tn¨p \m«nse¯nb 

tPmk¨³ 1987 Pqembv 31þ\v G\m¯v Fw kn tdmUnt\mSp tNÀóv IñSbmdnsâ Xoc 

¯v aqtó¡À kvYew hm§n AÔÀ¡pw _[ncÀ¡pw thïn Hcp kvIqÄ XpS§n AXv 

Higher Secondary hscbmbn hfÀóp ]nóoSv GXmïv 35 hÀj¡mew, A¨³ G\m 

¯pXsó Pohn¨p. A¨³ Xsóbmbncpóp Ahkm\ \nanjwhsc AhcpsS {][m\m 

²ym]I\pw Bßob]nXmhpw. AhÀ¡p `£Ww hnf¼póXpt]mepw tPmk¨\mbn 

cpóp. D]hnbpsS Hcp {Kmaw Xsó C¡mea{Xbpw sImïv A¨³ hfÀ¯nsbSp¯p 

AÔscbpw _[ncscbpw kaql¯nsâ apJy[mcbnð F¯n¡pI FóXmbncpóp 

e£yw. 2012þð Mount Carmel CMI Central School G\m¯p kvYm]n¨p 2014þð Ma-
ter Dei CMI College XpS§n. IÀ½eamXmhnsâ \ma¯nð at\mlc ssZhmebhpw 

hnimeamb IfnkvYehpw A¨³ \nÀ½n¨p. {]IrXntbmSv CW§n Pohn¡phm³ DX-

Ipó coXnbnemWv A¨³ Fñmw {Ias¸Sp¯nbXv

amXr`à\mb  tPmk¨³  Ahkm\  Ime¯  v Gsdkabhpw   ssZhmeb¯nð   XsóbmWv 

sNehgn¨ncpóXv ]utcmlnXy[À½¯nsâ ]cnip²nbpw ]mh\Xbpw At±l¯nsâ 

PohnX¯nð {]IminXambncpóp. efnXkp`Kamb Hcp PohnXambncpóp A¨tâXv. em`\ 

ã§Ä At±l¯nsâ IW¡p]pkvXI¯nð Cñmbncpóp.

ASqÀ tlmfnt{Imkv Bip]{Xnbnð h¨v HmKkväv 13þ\v \ncymX\mb tPmk¨sâ arXkw 

kvImcw HmKkväv 15þ\mbncpóp arXkwkvImcIÀ½¯nsâ Hópw cïpw `mK§Ä¡v 

apJyImÀ½nIXzw hln¨Xv s{]mhn³jyð _lp. sk_mkväy³ Nma¯db¨\mbn 

cpóp. N§\mtÈcn AXncq]X klmbsa{Xm³ A`nhµy amÀ tXmakv Xdbnð ]nXmhv 

A\ptimN\ ktµihpw {]mÀ°\Ifpw \S¯n. NS§pIfpsS Ahkm\ `mKip{iq-

jIfpsS apJyImÀ½nI³ P\dð Iu¬kneÀ _lp. _nPp hSt¡e¨\mbncpóp. 

IÀ½§Ä¡nSbnð tPmkv IShne¨sâ PohnX¯nse ssNX\yh¯mb Awi§Ä 

sk_mkväy³ A«n¨ndb¨³ al¯zt¯msS hc¨pIm«n

_ tPmkv IShne¨s\ kn Fw sF, k`bv¡p \evInb \ñ ssZh¯n\p \µn ]dbmw 

\½psS k`m \nbaw UbdÎdn No.58 (b) A\pkcn¨v ]tcX\p thïn Znhy_enbpw 

{]mÀ°\Ifpw Bßim´n¡mbn \S¯Wsaóv At]£n¡póp.
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^m. sk_mkväy³ Ahdm³ kn.Fw.sF.

(1943þ-2021)

P\\w  : 28/12/1943  {hXw  : 16/05/1963

Xncp¸«w  : 18/12/1972  acWw  : 22/10/2021

kn.Fw.sF k`bpsS XriqÀ tZhamXm {]hniybnð hc´c¸nÅn B{iamwKambn 

cpó _lp sk_mkväy³ Ahdm\¨³ 2021 HtÎm_À 22þ\v cmhnse IÀ¯mhnð \n{Z 

{]m]n¨p arXkwkv¡mcw HtÎm_À 24þmw Xn¿Xn D¨Ignªv 2 aWn¡v hn. IpÀ_m 

\¡ptijw hc´c¸nÅn B{iatZhmeb¯nð \S¯n Ccn§me¡pS cq]Xbnse \S 

hc¼v CShIbnse Ahdm³ sNdnbm³ t{Xky Z¼XnIfpsS Bdv a¡fnð Bdma\mbn 

Ahdm\¨³ `qPmX\mbn \Shc¼v Kh¬saâ v kvIqfnse {]mYanIhnZym`ymk¯n\p 

tijw hc´c¸nÅn tbmKmÀ°n `h\¯nð {]thin¨p. 1963 sabv 16 \v BZy{hXhpw 

1972 Unkw_À 18 \v ]utcmlnXyhpw kzoIcn¨p _lp sk_mkväy³ Ahdm\¨³ 

tdmanse skâ v tXmakv AIzo\mkv s]m´n^n¡ð bqWnthgvknänbnð\nópw 

B²ymßnI ssZhimkv{X¯nð D]cn]T\w \S¯n. hnImcn, IyptdäÀ, t_mÀUnwKv 

sdÎÀ, {]Êv amt\PÀ, A\p`hk¼ó\mb hN\{]tLmjI³ XpS§n \nch[n taJ 

eIfnð Xsâ hyànap{Z ]Xn¸n¨p. BßkwkvIrXn Fó [ym\coXnbneqsS At\

Icnte¡v BßobXbpsS hn¯pIÄ ]mIm³ _lp Ahdm\¨\v km[n¨p.

Hcp hN\{]tLmjI³ Fó coXnbnemWv _lp. Ahdm\¨³ Fópw Adnbs¸Sm³ 

B{Kln¨Xv Xsâ PohnXImew apgph\pw sshZnIÀ, kóykvXÀ, sshZnIkóymkm 

À°nIÄ, AðambÀ XpS§nbhsc [ym\n¸n¡pI Fó ZuXyamWv At±lw \nÀ 

Æln¨Xv. Nn¿mc¯pÅ KeoenbnemWv Iu¬knen§n\pw, Xmakn¨pÅ [ym\]cn 

]mSnIÄ¡pw t\XrXzw \ðInbncpóXv. [ym\s¯¡pdn¨v ]dbpt¼mÄ A¨sâ 

hm¡pIÄ C§s\bmbncpóp. "\½psS ZuXyw hN\{]tLmjWamWv'. ssZhhN\

{]tLmjWw _lp. Ahdm\¨s\ kw_Ôn¨nSt¯mfw B{Klhpw Bthihpambn 

cpóp. kZmkabw ]pôncnXqIn \nð¡pó _lp. Ahdm\¨sâ apJw aäpÅhÀ¡v 

Fópw kt´mjw ]IcpóXmbncpóp. hyàn]camb {]mÀ°\bneqsS Bgamb {]m 

À°\m\p`hw kz´am¡m³ _lp A¨\v km[n¨p. Ignª 5 hÀjambn Iym³kÀ tcm 

Knbmbncpópsh¦nepw Hóns\¡pdn¨pw ]cmXnbnñmsX Pohn¡m³ A¨\v Ignªp.

Ccn§me¡pS cq]Xm²y£³ amÀ t]mfn I®q¡mS³ _lp. Ahdm\¨\v A´ntam]Nm 

caÀ¸n¨v H¸okpsNmñn {]mÀ°n¨p. arXkwkvImcip{iqjIfpsS Hómw ̀ mK¯n\v Xriq 

À AXncp]Xm klmbsa{Xm³ amÀ tSmWn \oe¦mhnð apJyImÀ½nIXzw hln¨p. cïpw 
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aqópw `mK§Ä s{]mhn³jyð _lp. tUhokv ]\bv¡e¨sâ ImÀ½nIXz¯nð \

S¯s¸«p. kam]\IÀ½§Ä¡v XriqÀ AXncq]Xm²y£³ amÀ B³{Uqkv Xmg¯v 

apJyImÀ½nIXzw hln¨p. _lp. Ahdm\¨s\ Ipdn¨pÅ A\pkvacW {]`mjWw \S 

¯nbXv sPbn³ Xmón¡e¨\mWv.

hN\tI{µoIrXPohnXhpw, kulrZ§sf Du«nbpd¸n¨ kóymkhpw, Bgamb {]m 

À°\mPohnXhpamWv _lp. Ahdm\¨\nepïmbncpósXóv Nca{]kwK¯nepS\ofw 

hyàambncpóp. _lp. sk_mkväy³ Ahdm\¨sâ ktlmZcoktlmZc§fpw Ip-

Spw_mwK§fpw arXkwkvImc ip{iqjIfnð ]¦ptNÀóncpóp. temIsa§pw kphnti-

jw {]tLmjn¡pIsbó Znhy\mYsâ hNÊpIÄ A£cw{]Xn Pohn¨ _lp. sk_m 

kväy³ Ahdm\¨sâ PohnXw \ap¡v amXrIbm¡mw.

acn¨hsc DbnÀ¸n¡pó X¼pcm³ _lp. Ahdm\¨\v \nXyim´n \ðIn A\p{Kln 

¡s«. _lp. sk_mkväy³ Ahdm\¨s\ \µntbmsS HmÀ¡mw. At±l¯n\pthïn 

{]mÀ°n¡mw. \½psS k`m\nbaw A\pkcn¨pÅ `àm\pjvTm\§Ä \nÀÆln¡mw.

Rev. Fr. George Marattukalam CMI
(1943-2021)

Birth  : 15/01/1943  Profession : 16/05/1964

Ordination : 18/12/1973  Death  : 22/10/2021

Rev. Fr. George Marattukalam (78) was born on 15th January 1943 at Chethipuzha 
in the Diocese of Changanacherry, as the fifth child of Mr Ouseph Joseph and Mrs 
Rosamma. After his primary schooling inthe Government Primary School at Vada-
kkekara and High School studies in St. Berchmans High School at Changanacherry, 
he joined CMI St. Joseph Province, Trivandrum. At the completion of Aspirancy at 
Mannanam and Mutholy, he joined the Novitiate House at Chethipuzha and made his 
first Profession on 16th May 1964. He had his Philosophical and Theological studies at 
Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram Bangalore and was ordained a priest on 18th December 
1973. During the philosophical studies he opted forChanda Mission where his pas-
sion for the mission was accomplished. His main field of activities were the Diocese of 
Chanda and the Diocese of Adilabad.
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He also rendered his service as the Rector of the Diocesan Minor seminary (Guru 
Vidya Nilayam) at Repalliwada and he was loved by all the seminarians, because of his 
paternal and loving nature. For many years he was the Vocation Promoter of the undi-
vided Chanda province. He also served asthe Vicar General of the undivided Chanda 
diocese for a few years. He used his linguistic skills to translate liturgical prayers and 
hymns from Malayalam to Telugu in the initial years of his missionary life in the undi-
vided Chanda Diocese. He was elected the Provincial of Mary Matha Vice-Province 
Hyderabad in the year 2011, an office which he held until 2014.

After understanding the hardships of the farmers, he formed an agricultural cooper-
ative society at Tamsi (Adilabad District) to provide financial assistance and agricul-
tural-related goods to the farmers of Tamsi, Adilabad and the surrounding villages, 
Farmers from far away villages frequently visited Fr. George for guidance in cultiva-
tion. Fr. George himself was a good farmer and he promoted agriculture, gardening 
and other allied activities wherever he rendered his pastoral services. He extended 
financial support to a considerable number of poor families in the villages and particu-
larly for the catholic students and youth to have their higher education. As Jesus said 
of Nathaniel “Behold, an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile” (Jn1:47), everyone had 
similar opinion about Fr George.

Fr. George took a leading role in constructing several churches in many remote vil-
lages of the virgin land of the undivided Chanda diocese. He inspired and prompted 
young priests to work in the parishes and mission stations and proclaim the Good 
News of Jesus. 

The funeral service of Fr. George was on 24th October, 2021 which began at Mary Ma-
tha Ashram at Chowara and later the mortal remains were carried to the Sacred Heart 
Monastery Chethipuzha, his home parish, where his mortal remains were laid to rest 
in the presence of many faithful and his beloved family members.

The Eucharistic celebration was presided over by Mar Prince Antony - the Bishop of 
Adilabad Diocese - who preached the homily, in which he highlighted the great mis-
sionary spirit of Fr George Marattukalam. Mar Joseph Kunnath CMI, the bishop emer-
itus, led the final part of the funeral service. Besides his family members and friends, 
many confreres from various provinces, a great number of other priests and religious 
and a large crowd attended the funeral.

He was a true philanthrophist who was very eager to accompany people in their 
needs. His love for the poor was well expressed in all the mission stations and parishes 
he worked. His concern for the poor people made him find resources for the construc-
tion of many houses in the villages. His zeal for proclamation and compassion for the 
poor, simplicity in life, selfless service and love for mother earth made him a true and 
an outstanding missionary
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kn Fw.sF. Xncph\´]pcw skâ v tPmk^v {]hniybnse ^mZÀ sk_mkväy³ 

ISphmXp¡nð (90) 2021 \hw_À 9þmw XobXn 2.30þ\v Xncph\´]pcw ss{Ikväv lmÄ 

B{ia¯nð h¨v ZnhwKX\mbn.

Imªnc¸Ån cq]Xbnð Fen¡pfw ISphmXp¡nð ]tcX\mb {io. sXm½³þGen-

bm½ Z¼XnIfpsS F«pa¡fnð \mema\mbn 1931 Unkw_À 26þmw XobXn P\n¨p. 

1952þð kn.Fw.sF. k`bnse tbmKmÀYn`h\¯nð {]thin¨p. amóm\w, apt¯men 

B{ia§fnse tbmKmÀYn]T\¯n\ptijw sN¯n¸pgbnse t\mhnjyänð {]th 

in¨p. _mw¥qÀ [À½mcmw tImtfPnð ^ntemk^nbnepw XntbmfPnbnepw ]T\w ]qÀ 

¯nbm¡n.

1958 sabv 18þ\v {hXhmKvZm\w sNbvX sk_mkväy³ A¨³ 1964 sabv 16þmw XobXn ]u 

tcmlnXyw kzoIcn¨p. apt¯men skâ v tPm¬kv B{ia¯nse t{]mIyptdädmbn Xsâ 

IÀacwKw Bcw`n¨p. ]pó{] ImÀað t]mfn sSIv\nIv tImtfPv tlmkväð hmÀU\mbn 

cpót¸mÄ Be¸pg XoctZi¯pÅ ]mhs¸« aÕys¯mgnemfnIfpsS Dóa\¯n\mbn 

tImkväð tkmjyð B£³ t^mdw cq]oIcn¨p.

k`tbmSpw k\ymkt¯mSpw ]utcmlnXyt¯mSpw hnizkvXX]peÀ¯nbncpó sk_m 

kväy\¨³ Fópw k`sb hfÀ¯póXnð DÕmlhm\mbncpóp. ]mh§tfmSv Fópw 

]£w tNÀóv {]hÀ¯n¨ A¨³ X\n¡v e`n¨ ssZhhnfntbmSv BßamÀYX ]peÀ¯n-

bncpóp. B{ia¯nð F¯póhsc CuizcXpeyw kvt\ln¡pIbpw ImcpWyt¯msS 

kzoIcn¡pIbpw sNbvXncpóp. ""AXnYn tZthm `h'' Fó XXzw PohnX¯nð A\z 

ÀYam¡nb A¨³, AhÀ¡v {]tXyI ]cnKW\ \ðIpóXnð {i²n¨ncpóp.

dh. tUm. ^m. sk_mkväy³ ISphmXp¡nð kn.-Fw.-sF. 

(1931-þ2021)

P\\w  : 25/12/1931  {hXw  : 18/05/1952

Xncp¸«w  : 16/05/1964  acWw  : 09/11/2021

Let us thank the Lord Almighty for all the blessings the CMI Congregation, Mary Ma-
tha Vice-Province, Adilabad Mission and the people of God received through the com-
mitted and ever inspiring life of Rev. Fr. George Marattukalam and pray that the Risen 
Lord may grant him everlasting joy and peace.

IÀs½ektµiw  Unkw_À 2021 97

.



1969þð tIm«bw Zo]nI Zn\¸{X¯nsâ kÀ¡ptej³ amt\Pcmbn NmÀsPSp¯ 

A¨³ \oï 9 hÀj¡mew {]kvXpX XkvXnIbnð tkh\w A\pjvTn¨p. ae_mÀ 

IpSntbä¡mÀs¡m¸w Zo]nIbpsSbpw ae_mÀ IpSntbä¯n\pw hfÀ¨bntebv¡pÅ 

IpXn¸n\pw \nÀ®mbI ]¦phln¨ sk_mkväy³ ISphmXp¡ne¨³, Xriqcnepw 

ae_mdnse IpSntbä {Kma§fnepw NpdpNpdpt¡msS {]hÀ¯n¨p. Zo]nIbpsS \mhpw 

iànbpambncpó A¨sâ t\XrXz¯nemWv Xriqcnse Zo]nI cïmas¯ FUnj³ 

Bcw`n¨Xv. {]Ên\pw Hm^okn\pw kvYew Isï¯póXnð A¨sâ ]¦v \nÀ®mb 

Iambncpóp. ISphmXq¡ne¨sâ A£oW {]bXv\¯nsâ ̂ eambn Xfn¸d¼nð Zo]nI 

k_vHm^okv XpS§phm\pw Xòqew IpSntbä{Kma§fmb DZbKncn,  Bet¡mSv, sNdp]pg, 

ss]k¡cn, sNt¼cn, Nµ\¡mw]md, Nnämcn¡ð, tIfIw, cmP]pcw, tImgn¨mð, IpSn 

bmòe XpS§nb {]tZi§fnð Zo]nIbv¡v henb kzoImcyX e`n¡m\panSbmbn.

]{X{]hÀ¯\¯n\nSbnepïmb A]ISs¯¯pSÀóv A¨³ Zo]nIbpambn _Ô 

s¸« {]hÀ¯\§fnð \nóv ]n³hm§n

1980þ83 Ime§fnð tXhc Iem`h\nð tkh\a\pjvTn¨p. 1985þ88 hÀj þ§fnð 

tIm«bw {]Imiv`h\nð ]»nt¡j³ amt\Pcmbncpóp. 1987þ90 Ime§fnð s{]mhn 

³jyð Iu¬knedmbpw ]nóoSv Ip¨¸pdw B{iajvT\mbpw tkh\a\pjvTn¨p. 

XpSÀóv Xncph\´]pcw ss{Ikväv lmÄ B{ia¯nð hn{iaPohnXw \bn¡pIbmbn 

cpóp. A¨sâ ktlmZc³ dh. ^mZÀ sI. Sn. tXmakv S.J. (]tcX³), ktlmZcn 

knkväÀ tImÀkn\n CMC (]tcX) FónhÀ k`bv¡p thïn PohnXw Dgnªph¨h-

cmbncpóp.

\hw_À 9þmw XobXn \ncymX\mb sk_mkväy³ A¨sâ `uXnI icocw 11þmw XobXn 

cmhnse ss{Ikväv lmÄ B{iatZhmeb¯nð F¯n¡pIbpw {]ntbmÀ dh. ̂ mZÀ t]mÄ 

a§mSnsâ ImÀanIXz¯nð ip{iqjIÄ \S¯pIbpw sNbvXp. s]mXpZÀi\¯n\p 

tijw Ató Znhkw sN¯n¸pg B{iatZhmeb¯nð 10 aWn¡v \Só cïmw`mKip{iq-

jIÄ¡pw XpSÀóv \Só Znhy_en¡pw kwkv¡mcIÀ½§Ä¡pw _lp. s{]mhn 

³jyð sk_mkväy³ Nma¯db¨³ apJyImÀanIXzw hln¨p. N§\mtÈcn AXncq]Xm 

BÀ¨v _nj¸v A`nhµy tPmk^v s]cpt´m«w ]nXmhv A\ptimN\ ktµihpw {]m 

À°\Ifpw \S¯n. kn.Fw.sF. k`bpsS hnImÀP\dmÄ _lp. tPmkn XmactÈcn 

b¨³ {]mÀY\IfÀ¸n¨p. _lp. amXyp t]mf¨ndb¨³ Znhy_enat[y \S¯nb Nca{]

kwK¯nð sk_mkväy³ A¨sâ AicWtcmSpÅ IcpXens\¡pdn¨v FSp¯p ]d 

ªp. IÀ½§fpsS Ahkm\`mKip{ijIfpsS apJyImÀanI³ _lp. hnImÀ s{]mhn 

³jyð dh. ^mZÀ tkmWn ]mem{Xbmbncpóp.

_lpam\s¸« sk_mkväy³ ISphmXp¡ne¨s\ kn.Fw.sF. k`bv¡v \ðInb \ð 

Inb ssZh¯n\p \µn ]dbmw. kn.Fw.sF. k`m UbdÎdn No. 58 (b) A\pkcn¨v ]tc 

Xsâ Bßim´nbv¡mbn Znhy_enbpw {]mÀ°\Ifpw \S¯mw.
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Fr. John Edapilly had been well-known all over the country for his innovative art and 
science of Evangelization through the electronic communication media. His doctoral 
thesis, defended at the International Institute, Florida, under the title “The Emerg-
ing Electronic Church” is being relied on even today as an irreplaceable source book 
and an all-too-important guide in this regard by theoreticians as well as practitioners 
of Gospel proclamation through the dynamics of digital media. He has proved by his 
rare ingenuity how music and melody, rhythm and rhetoric, dance and diction, prose 
and poetry, vision and visuals, instrumentation and insight could be harmoniously em-
ployed at the service of Gospel preaching within a creative frame of the present-day 
digital technology.

Himself a master and mentor, instructor and inventor, in this novel mode and method 
of ‘missionarying,’ Fr. Edapilly had trained hundreds of heralds of Gospel to be capable 
of being catchers of humans. Indeed, he did so by using the audio-visual techniques, 
substantially in line with the original genius of Jesus himself, by presenting the mys-
teries of the Kingdom of Heaven in a panoramic platform of signs and stories, sympho-
ny and cyphers. Fr. Edappilly’s creative and recreative endeavours and enterprises in 
starting or conducting or developing such centres of neo proclamation of the Gospel 
in artistically vibrant, colour-sound, combinations such as, among others, National 
Institute of Social Communications Research and Training Centre (Delhi), Christian 
Centre for Culture and Communications (Amritsar), Chetana Centre of Culture and 
Communications. Catholic Youth Centre speaks volumes about his multi-faceted, im-
aginative and industrious way of making the Gospel alive.

Fr. John Edappilly was born on 28.09.1994, of Antony-Elizabeth. He joined CMI 
Congregation at Varandarappilly and had his Philosophy and Theology training at 
Dharmaram College, Bangalore. He was ordained on 17.05.1970. His other notable 

Rev. Fr. Dr. John Edappilly CMI
(1944-2021)

Birth  : 28/04/1944  Profession : 16/05/1963

Ordination : 17/05/1970  Death  : 19/11/2021
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academic qualifications were: M.A in Psychology, M.A in Religion (both from Temple 
University, Philadelphia), M. A in Spiritual Theology (Pontifical Institute, Alwaye). He 
also served as a Visiting Professor in a good number of Institutes of Theology and Cul-
ture both in India and abroad.

Fr John had distinguished himself as an effective retreat preacher and zealous pas-
tor, enchanting singer and talented composer, erudite writer and noted film critic, 
influential organizer and a leading youth animator His special areas of interest were 
catechetics, family renewal, liturgical music and audio-visual presentation of Gospel 
themes. The steps he took, while being the Prior of the Immaculate Heart Monastery, 
Varandarapilly, to renew the families by taking them by the path of St Chavara’s vision 
of an ideal Christian family, with the aid of musical and artistic presentation are still 
lauded by the people there with highest praise and appreciation.

In October 2020 he took charge of the office of the superior of Carmel Bhavan, Cha-
lakudy. To the great delight of all of us, he kept the Community united in prayer and 
fraternity with great care for its spiritual and physical welfare by providing it with a 
strong and effective leadership with respect to education, the primary apostolate of 
the Bhavan, animating us at the same time to remain fully committed to the spiritual 
and religious needs of the faithful around us, keeping our bonds of strong social rela-
tionship with the people of all walks of life in Chalakudy. With his magnetic person-
ality, inborn penchant for thinking with and for the youth, humane, refined manners 
of dealing, strong social and cultural consciousness, outstanding leadership qualities, 
he easily captivated the mind and heart of all, in particular, of the students, staff and 
parents of our schools here as well as the general public of Chalakudy Our great and 
deep thanks are due to Fr. John Edapilly, our deceased Superior of revered memory!

Fr. John was suffering from ailments connected with diabetics. On 19th November af-
ter the noon meals he retired to take rest as usual during which he expired owing to 
cardiac arrest. On the 21st afternoon the funeral mass was officiated by Mar Pauly 
Kannukadan, Bishop of Irinjalakuda, Rev Frs Paulson Paliekkara (General Council-
lor), Davis Panakkal (Provincial, Devamatha Province), Benny Nalkara (Provincial, 
SH Province, Kochi) being co-celebrants. The funeral homily was delivered by Rev Fr 
Benny Chirammel of the Chetana Institution. The final part of the funeral rites was 
officiated by Mar Tony Neelamkavil, the Auxiliary Bishop of Thrissur

Let us be thankful to God and the CMI Congregation for the invaluable gift of Fr. John 
Edapilly, an apostle par excellence of Evangelisation by the electronic media.

Requesting you to kindly conduct the obsequies for the departed soul of Rev. Fr. John 
Edapilly as per our Directory No 58
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Rev. Fr. Joseph Aureus CMI of Devamatha Province Thrissur, the member of CMI Ash-
ram, Dhule of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Region, Dhule, was called for eternal life 
on November 21, 2021 at 2:30 pm in Amala Institute of Medical Sciences, Thrissur 
His funeral Services was held on November 23, 2021 in St. Teresa’s Monastery Am-
pazhakad.

Fr. Joseph was born on July 29, 1933 in Pariyaram, in Chalakudy of Late Mr. Varghese 
and Mrs. Annakutty. Mr. Jose is his brother and Mrs. Rosakutty, Mrs. Mary, Mrs. Sudan 
and Mrs. Kochuthresiya are his sisters. Hailing from Pariyaram Fr. Joseph completed 
his School studies from Government High School, Chalakudy in 1951. He did his As-
pirancy from St. Berchman’s Aspirants’ House, Elthuruth and PUC from Christ Col-
lege, Irinjalakuda. Doing his novitiate in Ambazhakadu, he did his first profession on 
September 14, 1954. Fr. Joseph did his degree, philosophy and Theology from Dhar-
maram College, Banglore and was ordained a priest on May 17, 1962 by Late Bishop 
Sebastian Vayalil. After his ordination he went to Rome and did his Licentiate in “Mys-
tical Experience in Sri Aurobindo” in Angelicum ,Rome in 1969.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Aureus served CMI Congregation as Novice Master for fourteen Con-
sequent years, Vicar Provincial of Devamatha Province Thrissur, Spiritual Master in 
Dharmaram College, Bangalore and formation coordinator of CMI congregation for 
four times from 1989 to 2001. From 2002 to August 19, 2021, Fr. Aureus was serv-
ing Chavara Mission and Chavara Region. Meanwhile he has served Chavara Ashram, 
Amalner for five years. During his tenure of nineteen years’ service in Chavara Mis-
sion, he was spiritual Animator, Spiritual Director, Confessor, etc. for Rev. Fathers, 
Brothers, Sisters, parishioners, and praying Community members. A few years Rev Fr. 
Joseph was a counsellor in Chavara Public School, Dhule for Students, Teachers, and 
even parents

Rev. Fr. Joseph Aureus CMI
(1933-2021)

Birth  : 29/07/1933  Profession : 14/09/1954

Ordination : 17/05/1962  Death  : 21/11/2021
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The First part of the funeral service was held in Santhanam on November 23, 2021 at 
5.45 am and His Grace Mar Adrews Thazhath and His Excellency Mar Tony Neelam-
kavil officiated the ceremony. His mortal remains were brought to St. Teresa’s Mon-
astery, Ampazhakad at 7.45 am. Second Part of the funeral began along with Requiem 
Mass at 2:00 pm in St. Teresa’s Monastery for which His Excellency Mar Sebastian 
Vaniapurackal, the Curia Bishop was the main celebrant. Rev. Dr. Davis Panackal, the 
Provincial of Devamatha Province, Thrissur, Rev. Fr.Paulson Paliekara, the General 
Councillor, Rev. Dr. Paul Achandy, the Rector of Dharmaram College, Bangalore, Rev. 
Fr. Jose Palatty, the Forane Vicar of St. Mary’s Forane Church, Chalakkudy, Rev. Dr. 
Sheejan Thomas, the Regional Superior of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Region Dhule, 
Maharashtra and Rev. Fr. Jose Payyappilly the Prior of St. Teresa’s Monastery, Am-
pazhakad were the concelebrants. Rev. Dr. Saju Chakkalackal, the Provincial of Presh-
ita Province, Coimbatore, Rev. Dr. Kurian Kachappilly, the President of Dharmaram 
Vidya Kshetram, Bangalore, a good number of Priests, Religious, brothers and faithful 
were gathered for paying Homage to our Guruvachan. Rev. Dr. Jose Nandikara, the 
Professor of Dharmaram College, Bangalore preached the funeral message depict-
ing Fr. Joseph Aureus as a real holy person after the model of St. Joseph, his Patron 
Saint. His Excellency Mar Pauly Kannukadan officiated the final part of the funeral 
service. Rev. Dr Sheejan Thomas read out the condolence Message of His Beatitude 
Mar George Alenchery and His Excellency Mar Thomas Elavanal

Rev. Fr. John Zepherin Naduvathussery CMI
(1939-2021)

Birth  : 21/10/1939  Profession : 19/05/1959

Ordination : 18/05/1970  Death  : 26/11/2021

Fr. John Zepherin Naduvathussery CMI (82), a member of CMI St Xavier’s Province, 
Rajkot went home to be with the Lord in His heavenly abode. On Friday, 26 Novem-
ber 2021. He suffered a massive cardiac arrest and slipped into eternity at Christ 
Hospital, Rajkot. The mortal remains of Fr John was laid to rest at the Sacred Heart 
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Cathedral Church (Prem Mandir), Rajkot on Monday, 29 November. The funeral ser-
vices began at 10.00 a.m., at CMI St Xavier’s Provincial House, Rajkot. Fr. James Thayil 
CMI, the provincial of Rajkot officiated the first part of the funeral services. Mar Jose 
Chittooparambil CMI, the Bishop of Rajkot led the funeral mass and other services at 
Prem Mandir.

Born on 21 October, 1939, as the fourth child of pious parents George and Mary Na-
duvathussery, in the parish of St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica, Ernakulam, Fr. John grew 
up in the company of his twelve siblings. Two of his sisters followed the line of Fr. John 
and entered religious life.

Fr. John had his primary school education at St Augustine School, Ernakulam, and Sri 
Rama Varma School. His intermediate studies were held at SH College, Thevara. At 
the age of 15 he joined the CMI Congregation as an aspirant at Thevara. As a young 
boy, he got the initial formation under Frs Oswald, Severinus, Rufinus and Cyprian. 
He did his novitiate and juniorate in Christ the King Monastery Novitiate, Karukut-
ty (1958-60). On 19 May, 1959 he made his first religious profession. His ecclesias-
tical studies of Philosophy and Theology were completed from Dharmaram College, 
Bangalore (1960-63; ‘67-72). He was among the first batch of brothers who got the 
opportunity to do college studies before priestly Ordination. He did his BSc and MSc 
(Chemistry) at S.H. College, Thevara (1963-67). He was Ordained Priest on 18 May 
1970 by Mar Sebastian Mankuzhikary at the CMI Prior General’s House, Ernakulam.

As a religious missionary priest, Fr John served the Church, the CMI Congregation and 
the society in multiple ministries and roles. He began his ministry as a teacher at Christ 
College, Bangalore (1970-71). In 1972 he joined S.H. College, Thevara as a teacher of 
Chemistry, and continued to serve there until he got a call to join the Rajkot mission 
in 1976 in view of taking over St. Mary’s School from the Jesuits of Gujarat Province. 
He served there as teacher and principal for three years. He also served as Principal at 
Carmel Convent School, Junagadh (1979-81). The longest stretch of school ministry 
he had was at St. Xavier’s school Jamnagar, for nine years (1981-1990), as principal. In 
the field of pastoral and spiritual animation Fr John served as parish priest in St. Ann’s 
Parish, Junagadh (1979-81), and in Sacred Heart Cathedral (Prem Mandir) Parish, Ra-
jkot (2003-2008). As parish priest, he took time to know the pulse of his flock. He had 
a listening ear for them always. He cared for them with spiritual and temporal nourish-
ment. His pastoral commitment was further seen in his services as General Councilor 
for Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry (1996-2002) during the Prior Generalship of 
Very Rev. Fr. Alex Ukken CMI

He spent himself fully for the Lord, the CMI Congregation and the Church in distin-
guished positions such as Regional Superior of CMI St. Xavier’s Region (1984-87), the 
first Provincial Superior of CMI St. Xavier’s Province, Rajkot (1991-96), Vicar Provin-
cial of SH. Province, Kochi (1990-94); General Councilor for Evangelization and Pas-
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toral Ministry (1996-2002); Finance Officer of the Diocese of Rajkot (2002-2009), 
and Superior of St. Xavier’s CMI House, Jamnagar (2009-11).

He was a community man. Wherever he was assigned, he made the community alive 
with his vibrant, celebrative and creative attitude and approach. He always wore a 
contagious smile which brightened up everyone who came across him. By his skills in 
culinary art, witty comments, magical hands, musical voice and learning skills Fr John 
spread the Gospel of joy. His presence was a matter of joy as he cherished and nur-
tured the triple tables of fellowship: the Eucharistic Table, the Dining Table and the 
Recreation Table

The last stage of his life was spent at the Provincial House (2014-21), Rajkot. Although 
he nursed many discomforts and aches in his body he remained active and positive, 
spending his time in taking classes for the aspirants, candidates and seminarians, en-
tertaining the visitors, doing the community chores and so on. Even in his old age, he 
was an active member in the chapel and outside. A man of convictions, ideas and ide-
als, he lived as the Spirit of God led his breath.

Kindly do offer the suffrages for the departed in the tenor of our Directory No. 58 (b), 
and No.60
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