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Let’s remember the departed souls



We are in the liturgical season of great fast and preparing ourselves for the joy and
peace of resurrection. We have the traditional practices of praying, fasting, and
almsgiving during the season of great fast. So, we pray more than usual, or we pray
with different emphases. We eat smaller or fewer meals or give up a favorite food.
Prayer, fasting, and charitable giving continue to be quite good practices during the
season of great fast or at any time.

But, how do | prepare myself for this season? What needs to happen within me so that
| can practice with more integrity and intention whatever I'm doing on the outside? It’s
good to have a plan for doing. It’s also good to have a plan for being.

Ask God, every day, “What does my soul need?”

Just ask, and wait quietly. Because we are very good at fooling ourselves about how
we are doing, it might take several days of praying this question before we are truly
open and humble enough to know the answer.

Ask God, every day, “What about my life makes you happy?”

When God looks at your life, some parts of it- perhaps many aspects of it- bring joy
to God’s heart. Think of how other people close to you make you happy. God is in re-
lationship with you, which means that your sins grieve God’s heart, but also that your
growth and love and freedom and kindness bring joy to God of the universe. Again, you
will probably need to pray this a few times before you are willing to consider that you
give God pleasure, that you make God happy in any way. Stick with this little prayer
and keep listening.

Tell God, and yourself, every day, “I want to be open to the graces of this season of
great fast”

May be you are not open right now, or you are not as open and willing as you would
like to be or think you should be. What else is new? We can always open our lives a bit
more, let go of more stuff, listen better, and do more quickly and passionately what we
know helps nurture God'’s kingdom on earth.

This is a beginning. Above said three short and simple prayers are to make ready your-
self for the holy season.

Fr Thomas Chathamparampil CMI
Prior General




Editorial

‘The Lying King’ is a famous story by Alex Beard. It is the story of a warthog who be-
came king by saying lies one after another. He would stamp on the wet soil and would
lament that it was dry. He would mock the beautiful peacock saying that he was ugly.
He would claim that he would be more experienced than the 103 year old tortoise. He
would argue with the cheetah that he could run speedier than any cheetah.

Hearing the blatant lies every day the other animals lost confidence in themselves.
Even the lion and the tiger thought that they were worthless and without any talent.
When he repeated the lies again and again the animals thought the warthog was tell-
ing the truth and they made him the king.

Once he became the king, he started changing all the rules and policies. Names of
many places of the forest were changed. He ordered that all should say down for up
and yesterday should be called tomorrow. Some animals became very excited thinking
that something new was going to happen. Suddenly he declared that the white zebras
with black stripes were better than the black zebras with white stripes. It instigated
arguments, confusion and fight among the zebras. In order to hide his weaknesses he

made the animals fight with each other on different ideas.

At last a small rat came forward. He courageously told the king, “How beautiful are the
peacocks! You are a big liar. You are just a waste-eating pig.” The king retorted, “How
dare you say that? Even the lion and the tiger are not courageous to talk like this to
me.” He threatened the rat, “You are a small rat. You should not question me.”

But the words of the rat made ripples in the society. The animals became convinced
that a waste —eating pig was ruling over them. They got the courage to think different-
ly. At last they got together and kicked the warthog out of his throne.

When we read this story if the image of anybody from the recent history comes to our
mind it may be considered only as a coincidence. Adherence to truth is one of the ba-
sic qualities expected of a person in authority. All autocrats existed till now in history
feared truth most. They have been doing everything possible in their capacity to hide
the truth from coming before public scrutiny. Pilate asked Jesus, “What is Truth?” But
he did not wait for an answer. How long can any autocrat hide truth? History gives the
clearest answer to it. And Jesus is very sharp when he said, ““You fool! This very night
your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for

yourself?” Yet we never learn any lesson either from the scriptures or from history.

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI

General Councillor for Education and Media




essage from
Pope

Dear brothers and sisters!

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke all recount the episode of the Transfiguration
of Jesus. There we see the Lord’s response to the failure of his disciples to understand
him. Shortly before, there had been a real clash between the Master and Simon Peter,
who, after professing his faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, rejected his pre-
diction of the passion and the cross. Jesus had firmly rebuked him: “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a scandal to me, because you do not think according to God, but
according to men!” (Mt 16:23). Following this, “six days later, Jesus took with him
Peter, James and John his brother and led them away to a high mountain” (Mt 17:1).

The Gospel of the Transfiguration is proclaimed every year on the Second Sunday of
Lent. During this liturgical season, the Lord takes us with him to a place apart. While
our ordinary commitments compel us to remain in our usual places and our often re-
petitive and sometimes boring routines, during Lent we are invited to ascend “a high
mountain” in the company of Jesus and to live a particular experience of spiritual dis-
cipline - ascesis - as God’s holy people.

Lenten penance is a commitment, sustained by grace, to overcoming our lack of faith
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and our resistance to following Jesus on the way of the cross. This is precisely what
Peter and the other disciples needed to do. To deepen our knowledge of the Master,
to fully understand and embrace the mystery of his salvation, accomplished in total
self-giving inspired by love, we must allow ourselves to be taken aside by him and
to detach ourselves from mediocrity and vanity. We need to set out on the journey,
an uphill path that, like a mountain trek, requires effort, sacrifice and concentration.
These requisites are also important for the synodal journey to which, as a Church, we
are committed to making. We can benefit greatly from reflecting on the relationship
between Lenten penance and the synodal experience.

In his “retreat” on Mount Tabor, Jesus takes with him three disciples, chosen to be
witnesses of a unique event. He wants that experience of grace to be shared, not soli-
tary, just as our whole life of faith is an experience that is shared. For it is in together-
ness that we follow Jesus. Together too, as a pilgrim Church in time, we experience the
liturgical year and Lent within it, walking alongside those whom the Lord has placed
among us as fellow travellers. Like the ascent of Jesus and the disciples to Mount Ta-
bor, we can say that our Lenten journey is “synodal”, since we make it together along
the same path, as disciples of the one Master. For we know that Jesus is himself the
Way, and therefore, both in the liturgical journey and in the journey of the Synod, the
Church does nothing other than enter ever more deeply and fully into the mystery of
Christ the Saviour.

And so we come to its culmination. The Gospel relates that Jesus “was transfigured
before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light” (Mt
17:2)This is the “summit”, the goal of the journey. At the end of their ascent, as they
stand on the mountain heights with Jesus, the three disciples are given the grace of
seeing him in his glory, resplendent in supernatural light. That light did not come from
without, but radiated from the Lord himself. The divine beauty of this vision was in-
comparably greater than all the efforts the disciples had made in the ascent of Tabor.
During any strenuous mountain trek, we must keep our eyes firmly fixed on the path;
yet the panorama that opens up at the end amazes us and rewards us by its grandeur.
So too, the synodal process may often seem arduous, and at times we may become
discouraged. Yet what awaits us at the end is undoubtedly something wondrous and
amazing, which will help us to understand better God’s will and our mission in the ser-
vice of his kingdom.

The disciples’ experience on Mount Tabor was further enriched when, alongside the
transfigured Jesus, Moses and Elijah appeared, signifying respectively the Law and
the Prophets (cf. Mt 17:3). The newness of Christ is at the same time the fulfilment of
the ancient covenant and promises; it is inseparable from God'’s history with his peo-
ple and discloses its deeper meaning. In a similar way, the synodal journey is rooted in
the Church’s tradition and at the same time open to newness. Tradition is a source of
inspiration for seeking new paths and for avoiding the opposed temptations of immo-
bility and improvised experimentation.

The Lenten journey of penance and the journey of the Synod alike have as their goal a
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transfiguration, both personal and ecclesial. A transformation that, in both cases, has
its model in the Transfiguration of Jesus and is achieved by the grace of his paschal
mystery. So that this transfiguration may become a reality in us this year, | would like
to propose two “paths” to follow in order to ascend the mountain together with Jesus
and, with him, to attain the goal.

The first path has to do with the command that God the Father addresses to the disci-
ples on Mount Tabor as they contemplate Jesus transfigured. The voice from the cloud
says: “Listen to him” (Mt 17:5). The first proposal, then, is very clear: we need to listen
to Jesus. Lent is a time of grace to the extent that we listen to him as he speaks to us.
And how does he speak to us? First, in the word of God, which the Church offers us in
the liturgy. May that word not fall on deaf ears; if we cannot always attend Mass, let
us study its daily biblical readings, even with the help of the internet. In addition to
the Scriptures, the Lord speaks to us through our brothers and sisters, especially in
the faces and the stories of those who are in need. Let me say something else, which
is quite important for the synodal process: listening to Christ often takes place in lis-
tening to our brothers and sisters in the Church. Such mutual listening in some phases
is the primary goal, but it remains always indispensable in the method and style of a
synodal Church.

On hearing the Father’s voice, the disciples “fell prostrate and were very much afraid.
But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Rise, and do not be afraid. And when the
disciples raised their eyes, they saw no one else but Jesus alone” (Mt 17:6-8). Here is
the second proposal for this Lent: do not take refuge in a religiosity made up of ex-
traordinary events and dramatic experiences, out of fear of facing reality and its daily
struggles, its hardships and contradictions. The light that Jesus shows the disciples is
an anticipation of Easter glory, and that must be the goal of our own journey, as we
follow “him alone”. Lent leads to Easter: the “retreat” is not an end in itself, but a means
of preparing us to experience the Lord’s passion and cross with faith, hope and love,
and thus to arrive at the resurrection. Also on the synodal journey, when God gives us
the grace of certain powerful experiences of communion, we should not imagine that
we have arrived - for there too, the Lord repeats to us: “Rise, and do not be afraid”. Let
us go down, then, to the plain, and may the grace we have experienced strengthen us
to be “artisans of synodality” in the ordinary life of our communities.

Dear brothers and sisters, may the Holy Spirit inspire and sustain us this Lent in our
ascent with Jesus, so that we may experience his divine splendour and thus, confirmed
in faith, persevere in our journey together with him, glory of his people and light of the
nations.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 January, Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul =
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WMZZW
Rev Fr James Mullassery CMI

got appointed as the Board Member of
the CISCE (Council for Indian School
Certificate Examinations) New

Delhi. He is the only member from
Kerala to the CISCE.

Christ risen.

"Never let anything so fill you with
sorrow as to make You forget the joy of

ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA
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Fr.Jacob Peenikaparambil

When the mode of offering the Eucharist
has become a bone of contention and a
cause for division in the Syro-Malabar
Church, it is pertinent to reflect how
Eucharist can be made aliving experience
to unite the followers of Jesus. Redempti
on or salvation of mankind is an ongoing
process and Jesus has shown the way of
salvation by his life and teachings as re-
corded in the Gospels. According to the
Gospel of Mark 3:14-15, Jesus chose
the twelve disciples to be with him and
to be sent out. In other words, the disci-
ples of Jesus are expected to internalize
his vision and values and to continue his
mission. Internalization of the vision and
values of Jesus takes place through con-
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Living the

EUCHARIST
Unites the Followers

templation on the word of God in relation
to the context.

Commitment to Jesus’ vision and teach-
ings, especially his value system and the
passion to continue his mission unite the
disciples of Jesus. As we read in the Gos-
pels, during his last fellowship meal with
his disciples, Jesus took bread, blessed it
and gave it to his disciples. He then took
the wine, blessed it and gave it the disci-
ples and told them to do it in his memo-
ry. Eucharistic celebration is an effective
means to recollect and relive the life and
teachings of Jesus and thereby recommit
oneself to follow the way of Jesus and
carry on his mission. The Eucharistic cel-
ebration reminds the followers of Jesus



six significant aspects of the life of the
followers of Jesus.

Six parts of the Holy Mass according to
the Latin rite are: 1) Penitential service 2)
Word of God 3) Offertory 4) Consecra-
tion 5) Holy Communion and 6) Thanks-
giving. The order of these six components
is different in the Mass according to the
Syro-Malabar rite, but these components
are found in both Latin and Syro-Malabar
rites. These six components symbolize or
signify six core values of Jesus’ teachings,
which can definitely enrich the spiritual
life of a follower of Jesus. The values
symbolized by the Eucharist are forgive-
ness and reconciliation, commitment to
the service of God and fellow human be-
ings, altruism, availability, sharing, inclu-
siveness and attitude of gratitude.

The first part of the Mass is penitential
service that invites the participants to
reconcile with each other. Through var-
ious parables and by his own example
of praying for his enemies while hang-
ing on the cross, Jesus highlighted the
paramount importance of forgiveness
and reconciliation. Nursing enmity and
hatred chocks one’s creative energy
and makes a person think and act nega-
tively. Hence forgiving and getting rec-
onciled with one’s adversaries is a basic
requirement for a peaceful life. Jesus has
unambiguously told his followers that if
someone comes for offering sacrifice and
if she/he remembers that somebody has
ill feelings against him/her, he/she has to
leave the sacrifice and first get reconciled
with the person who is estranged (Mt.
5:23-24).

Forgiveness and reconciliation are
non-negotiable in the value system of
Jesus. Therefore, if anyone participates
in the Eucharistic celebration without
being reconciled to others, he/she brings
condemnation on himself/herself, ac-
cording to St. Paul. “It follows that if any-
one eats the Lord’s bread or drinks from
his cup in away that dishonours him, he is
guilty of sin against the Lord’s body and
blood. So then, everyone should examine
himself first, and then eat the bread and
drink from the cup” (1Cor. 11:27-28). To
be worthy of participating in the Eucha-
rist, reconciliation is a must. Without
reconciliation and forgiveness Eucharist
will become an abomination.

There cannot be unity in Christian com-
munities without forgiveness and rec-
onciliation. If the followers of Jesus, of-
fer Mass without reconciling with their
brethren who are wounded or hurt, they
are bringing condemnation on them. In
other words, they are causing a great
scandal to the members of the Church.

The second part of the Mass is reading
the word of God. Simply reading from the
Bible two or three portions will not be of
any use, unless and until the participants
of the Mass reflect on the word of God,
draw insights from them and apply them
to their life. For example, what message
can | carry home after listening to the
Gospel passage about the woman caught
in adultery? When she was brought be-
fore Jesus by the Scribes and Pharisees,
Jesus told them, “Whichever one of you
has committed no sin may throw the first
stone at her”. Jesus questioned the law
that was discriminatory to women. Adul-
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tery cannot be committed by a woman
alone; a man is definitely an accomplice
in any case of adultery and why only the
woman is punished? “As a disciple of Je-
sus, | will not discriminate against women
and | will give equal honour to women. |
will question if anyone indulges in any
discriminatory practice against women”.
This could be the message one can take
home. When the followers of Jesus con-
template on the word of God, they will
be guided by the values of Jesus and they
will be living in peace and harmony not
only among themselves, but also with
people of different faiths.

Unfortunately, instead of reflecting the
word of God and living the word of God,
the Bible has become an object of wor-
ship. Often Decorated Bible is taken in
procession and arti is offered to the Bi-
ble. Children and young people are told
to copy the Bible. Are these practices
leading to contemplation on the word of
God and translating the message of God
into the life of the followers of Jesus?

The third part of Eucharist is offertory.
During the offertory the priest and the
participants of the Eucharistic celebra-
tion are expected to offer themselves to
God. The offeringinthe Eucharistis noth-
ing but the offering of all our resources:
our talents, capacities, wealth, material
resources and time. After participatingin
the Eucharist, | cannot keep my resourc-
es only for myself, but they are to be used
for me, my family members and all hu-
man beings, especially the needy. If my
neighbour is hospitalized and there is no
one to be with the patient in the hospital
| volunteer to be with him/her. If a guest
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comes to my house in the middle of the
night, | joyfully go to the railway station
to receive him/her, breaking my sleep.

After participating in the Eucharist, the
followers of Jesus cannot be insensitive
to the needs of others. Availability to
others in spite of one’s busy schedule is
an explicit sign of living the Eucharist. It
is a contradiction that many people who
participate in the Mass daily remain in-
sensitive and indifferent. The rich manin
the parable, ‘the Rich Man and Lazarus/,
was punished by God because of his in-
sensitivity.

The fourth part of the Eucharistic cele-
bration is consecration. The Catholics
believe that through consecration bread
and wine are transformed into the body
and blood of Jesus. Bread is made by
powdering many wheat grains and wine
is made by crushing a large number of
grapes. Both wheat and grapes lose their
identity in the process of being made into
bread and wine. As a result of taking part
in the Eucharist, the disciples of Jesus are
expected to undergo a radical transfor-
mation, annihilate their ego and give up
petty identities in order to become the
heralds of the Kingdom of God.

In the context of India today, the follow-
ers of Jesus have a great responsibility
to rise above their identity as Catholics
and Christians and function as agents of
peace and harmony among the different
communities and castes. When politi-
cians use religion to divide people and
make them fight each other, the follow-
ers of Jesus have to challenge the divi-
sive politics by promoting harmony and



understanding among the followers of
different religions. Participation in the
Eucharist should make them courageous
to fight against religious fundamentalism
within the Christian community as well
as in other religions. Lack of openness
and respect towards other religions is
the result of religious fundamentalism.

The fifth part of Eucharistic celebration is
communion. Communion is the process
by which Jesus becomes part and parcel
of the personality of the faithful; a fusion
of the divine and the human takes place.
It is nothing but a reaffirmation of the
basic nature of the human person who is
created in the image and likeness of God.
Simultaneously communion is strength-
ened among those who participate in
the Eucharist because of the presence of
the same Jesus, the same Divine in every
person. There is no discrimination at the
Eucharistic table because all receive the
same Jesus. Communion is an invitation
to all those who participate in the Eucha-
rist to build inclusive communities or to
transform the communities into inclusive
ones by removing all kinds of discrimina-
tions and exclusions. If there is genuine
communion, how can the members of
the Church fight on the mode of offering
Mass?

After participating in the Eucharist, the
followers of Jesus cannot exclude people
on the basis of religion, caste, occupation.
They have to respect the human dignity
of all those who live and work with them.
Participation and transparency are es-
sential for building communion. Does the

participation in the Mass and receiving
the Holy Communion inspire the faithful
to build communion through participa-
tion and transparency?

The sixth and the last part of the Eucha-
ristic celebration is thanksgiving. While
thanking God for all the blessings we
have received from God, we are also re-
minded of the task of making life a song
of thanksgiving. The key to a happy and
contented life is a grateful heart. Exper-
iments have shown that persons with a
grateful heart are found to be happy even
in the midst of crisis.

There are various ways to be grateful to
God and others. One of them is counting
the blessings. Counting the blessings re-
minds us about the good things we have
received from God and others and the
need for paying back to God and others
by making the best use of the gifts God
has given us, especially time.

Ritualism, legalism and dogmatism are
the obstacles to growthin spirituality. Be-
cause of the obsession with these three
fundamentalist tendencies, the followers
of Jesus are not able to live the eucharist
24X7. History is awitness to the fact that
these three tendencies have been the
main causes of conflicts and divisions in
the Church. Today also these tendencies
are creating havoc in the Church. The
Eucharist is to be lived and the cross is
to be carried. When the followers of Je-
sus start living the Eucharist, they will be
able to resolve conflicts among them am-
icably and live in harmony and unity. =
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REV. FR. FELIX CMI

Fr Prasanth Palackapilly

My next-door neighbour and cousin,
Cherian was more a subject of shallow
innocent fun for us kids, based on his
status as a harmless individual facing
mental challenges. In the late 70s, his
family found a great relief, perhaps, he
himself did, thanks to the newly founded
centre at not-so-distant Karikkamuri. |
observed his attending some school by
name Ashakendram, but never realised it
as a CMlI venture initiated by Rev. Fr. Fe-
lix CM, till after completion of my train-
ing as a Social Worker, and in the course
of organising training for social work stu-
dents, when | came to interact with Fr.
Felix.

| Recall clearly the basics of 3Cs as ex-
pounded by him, in his own office as he
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explained his vision to the budding social
workers. | remember vaguely his refer-
ence to his source of inspiration as the
compassionate disposition of his mother.

| receive the news of the departure of
Fr. Felix with some amount of trepida-
tion - as | fear what would happen to the
inspirational initiative he had launched.
The education of children affected with
mental retardation. Though institution
in place, would the inspiration remain?
At 87, his departure cannot be said to be
premature, untimely. Still, it occurs to me
thus.

The good thing about us CMIs is that
though we may not be always very orig-
inal or radical (our originality has been



often in perpetrating mediocrity in such
a way that others feel good about it, and
forget about any need to be original), if we
find someone in that category, the mini-
mum that we usually do is to ‘let him be’
(exceptions to this ‘norm’ notwithstand-
ing); usually we support him to do what
he wants to do in this ‘original’ fashion
(provided there is no clash with ‘faith and
morals’). Sometimes, we also own it up
and train him further to sharpen his wits
for such ventures. | think, in Fr. Felix’s
case, his charismatic initiative was en-
dorsed and supported fully by the CMiIs,
but ownership of the mission, | am afraid,
is still to be actualised (I would avoid us-
ing ‘a far cry’). He was given the freedom
to travel around and undergo training for
making himself better equipped; which
he did so very well, drawing inspirations
and inputs from the best practices across
the globe.

I am convinced that his vision of 3Cs -
Comprehension, Competence and Crea-
tivity, starting with the experience of the
everyday reality of shapes, leading to lit-
eracy, numeracy and other skills, and also
unleashing the hidden potential in each
child creatively, thus venturing into the
rarely-touched upon pockets of fine-arts,
dance and music, is something adaptable
for any situation of education. | hope CMI
mission of education will further explore
these possibilities through research.

| regret - 1) as a formee we were never
told about Fr. Felix or his venture,and | am
afraid that continues to be so. 2) even as
a social work professional and educator,
| did not tap this rich resource adequate-

ly, neither for general well-being, nor for
my students. and 3) that we did not really
make an effort to bring his very unique
contribution to the nation-building by his
being duly recognized by the nation. He
should definitely have been a ‘padma’ of
the top order, for the path-breaking ini-
tiatives, especially, his plan of ‘educating
the educators’ in this domain.

He has fulfilled the Lord’s directive: ‘Let
children come to me, for theirs is the
kingdom of God’ by letting children who
required special attention and assistance
to come to him, and enjoy the privileges
of the kingdom. | am sure that he has al-
ready listened to the Lord of life endors-
ing his life and efforts: “You have been
faithful in small things...Enter into the
gladness of your Lord’ (Mtt.25:21).

| took it for granted that people like Fr.
Felix will remain.....but he too, like every
one of us, has to go. Still, the comfort is
there when | recall the saying attributed
to great poets:

Jayanti te sukritino, rasasiddhaah kav-
eeshwaraah

Naasti tesham yasha kaaye jara marana-
jam bhayam. (Subhaashitaratnani: Bhar-
truhari Shatakam)

“..in their ‘fame-body’ there is no fear of
aging or death - through their actions
they have attained immortality!”

My doorasth pranaam to the great soul! A
rare specimen of CMI, ablend of research
and action, originality and compassion,
farewell dear Fr. Felix; as your name im-
plies, may you be in ‘bliss’ unending! =
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Start by doing what s necessary,
then what Ls possible, and suddenly you
are dolng the bmpossible.

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
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AS WE RAISE OUR CHILDREN

Author: Fr. Jose Kariamadam

There is a Chinese saying: “If you plan for a year, sow rice. |
If you plan for 10 years, plant trees. But if you plan for a ('_[—_
life time, educate your children.” This is the motive behind ‘
this book. Children live in a difficult and different world

today. They are ourselves writ small, and their problems =
are as big as ours.

Fr. Jose Kariamadam who has been a teacher, principal,

and pastor in US for many years comes alive through the
pages of this valuable book. His agonies and ecstasies, the =
huge disciplinary problems that he faced, his philosophy

of education and practical wisdom etc. are showcased in GO aton

it. This should be a text book for teachers and parents, -
and a practical guide for all mentors.

Contact: josekmcmi@gmail.com, (Mob: 6238498916)

RIGVEDA'S AND ATHENIANS’ UNKNOWN.
PANIKKAR’S CHRISTOLOGICAL PRAYANA 2

Author: Cheriyan Menacherry

The unknown CHRIST, which Christians call Jesus Christ,
is unknown both to Hinduism and to Christianity. Rigveda’s *
and Athenians’ Unknown, the second book of the series,
Panikkar’s Christological prayana, deals more about Panik- = e

kar’s explication of the principle of Mediation of an Abso- = e

lute Brahman with the world analysing the Brahmasutra. Christolgiealibrayapary
Isvara of Hindu scriptures is not explicitly about Christ.

The Christ of Christians cannot be equated with Isvara.

Still, if one analyses the sensus plenior’, a fuller sense of hu- -
manity’s philosophical and theological texts, one arrives at *OF’ENG+
the res significata), the intended thing of the advaitic ISvara

leading to the philosophical possibility of a Christ.

20

S OHMLINEMBKRo | 20D 9] 2023




NEWS ROUNDUP

NEWS FROM THE PRIOR
GENERALS HOUSE

Vocation Promoters’ Meeting

T T ARRHRRNRRRRRNRHRNRY

‘‘‘‘‘

Vocation Promoters of the Congregation
gathered at Prior General’s House on 16
& 17 December 2022 and shared their
experience and expectations on vocation
promotion with General Council. They
highlighted on the challenges and need
to re-design our Vacation Camps

Christmas Celebrations

The Christmas Celebrations of PG House
with the staff was on 23 December 2022.
Rev. Fr Prior General in his Christmas
message mentioned about the need to
have hope on the future. All the mem-
bers exchanged their Christmas gifts.
Special gifts to all the staff members
increased the joy of the celebration.
The Christmas crib, prepared under
the leadership of Bro. Jackson, the Re-
gent added the joy of the celebration.

New General Formation Co-ordinator

\

Rev. Fr Jerin Thuruthel CMl is appointed
as the new General Formation Co-ordi-
nator of the Congregation. The General
house community welcomed Fr Jerin and
thanked Rev. Fr Joshy Cheruparampil,
the outgoing General Formation Co-or-
dinator.

Silver Jubilee

Priests of 1998 Batch of the Congre-
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

gation gathered in the Prior General’s
House on 01 & 02 January 2023 for the
Silver Jubilee Celebration of their Priest-
ly Ordination. Rev. Fr Antony Njallampu-
zha CMI gave the Jubilee message and
jublerians shared their experience with
the General Council.

Welcome to the
Newly Ordained Priests

This year our Congregation is blessed
with 22 newly ordained priests and they
gathered at our General House on 03 &
04 January 2023. They offered the Holy
Qurbana and thanked the Congregation
for the support and care towards them.

Major Superiors’ Meeting

The meeting of General Council, Provin-
cials and Vicar Provincials was held on 04
& 05 January 2023 at our General House.
General Team thanked Provincials and
Vicar Provincials for their dedication and
service for the last three years.

Laying Foundation Stone for
the New Block

The Foundation Stone for the new block
in PG House was laid on 05 January 2023
by Rev. Fr Prior General, in the presences
of General Councillors, Provincials and
Vicar Provincials of the Congregation. All
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are waiting for the successful completion
of the building.

Silver Jubilee of
Rev. Fr Martin Mallath CMI

The Silver Jubilee of Priestly Ordination
of Rev. Fr Martin Mallathu CMI, the Gen-
eral Councillor for Education and Media
was celebrated on 05 January 2023 with
the Major Superiors of the Congregation
and his family members. Rev. Fr Benny
Nalkkara, Provincial, S H Province, Kochi
delivered the homily during the jubilee
Mass. Rev. Fr James Thayil, Provincial, St
Xavier’s Province, Rajkot felicitated him
during the jubilee gathering.

Freshers’ Day

On 09 January 2023, the First Year Aspir-
ants of South Indian Provinces gathered
in our General House for the Freshers’
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Day Celebration. Bishop Mar Sebastian
Vaniyapurackal, (Curia Bishop, Mount St
Thomas, Kakkand) offered Holy Qurbana
for them and delivered the homily. The
Aspirants introduced themselves to the
community and the day was concluded
with their beautiful performances.

Holistic Animation Programme

As part of on-going formation, 19
priests of the Congregation attended
the first module of Holistic Animation
Programme from 15-28 January 2023
at General House. The aim of the Pro-
gramme is to equip our young members
with deep knowledge in ecclesiastical
subjects and administration and pastoral
care. Experts from different dioceses and
congregations engaged the sessions.

Reception to Bishop Elect
Mar John Panamthottam CMI

Prior General’'s House community gave a
warm reception to Mar John Panamthot-
tam CMI, Bishop elect of the Diocese
of Melbourne, Australia on 18 January
2023. CMI Priests from nearby commu-
nities joined for the celebration. Rev. Fr
Thomas Thekkel, Provincial, St Thomas
Province, Kozhikode felicitated Bishop
John Panamthottam CMI.

Plus One and Plus Two Students’
Gathering

The gathering of the Plus One and Plus
Two Students’ was held on 22 January
2023. The aspirants from most of the
South Indian provinces attended the ses-
sion. Rev. Fr General offered Holy Qurba-
naforthem. Special Prayers and blessings
for the exams were held for them. Mr Jith
George, Jesus Youth activist engaged the
session and it was concluded with Eucha-
ristic adoration in the evening.

Quinquennial of 2021-22 Batch

i g %
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Quinquennial, the meeting for the jun-
jor priests for the batch 2021-22 was
on 10-12 February 2023 at PG House.
Around 36 priests attended the meeting
and shared their experiences as the jun-
ior most priests of the Congregation. The
enriching sessions and outing to Vypin
increased the spirit of the gathering.

Quinquennial of 2015-16 Batch

‘H

Quinquennial for 2015-16 Batch was on
17-19 February 2023. 25 priests attend-

ed the session with great enthusiasm.
They shared their experiences, views and
dreams about the Congregation.

UTSAH 2023 - Regents’ Meeting

The meeting for the regents of the Con-
gregation was on 21-23 February 2023.
Regents from different provinces includ-
ing north-Indian provinces attended the
session and they were around 60 in num-
ber. They conducted a pilgrimage to Ma-
layattoor Kurishumudy.

ENIRMAL PROVINCE, JAGDALPUR IS

Visit

~—

His excellency Bp. Raphel Thattil, Bishop
of Shamshabad made his visit to Chellan-
guda and Bagpur Villages in the month of
December 2022.

The newly constructed Christ the King
Catholic Church at Chellanguda odissa
mission was blessed on 15 January, 2023
by Rev. Fr. Thomas Vadakkumkara CMI .
This beautiful and small Church is a new
year gift to the Christian community here
from Our Province and our dear benefac-
tors. Two informal education centres are
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also started in these villages for school bishop Victor Henry Thakur of Raipur
going children. There are 60 children at- Diocese.
tending tuition class every day.

Life Skill Programs

\ '
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Under the department of social work of
the province, “Dharma Kshema Samiti”
(BDKS) started a new venture for the
youth, Life Skill programs. Tally, Electrical
works, Sales & Marketing, Plumbing, and
Mushroom Making etc., are the courses
guided by trained professionals.

Christ CMI School, Jamaruwa, Balod was
blessed on 15 December 2022 by Arch-

B SACRED HEART PROVINCE, KOCHI _

Reception to the New Priests and ‘ ‘ Zy T
Newly Professed Members ‘

A grand reception was organized for the
newly ordained priests and eight new-
ly professed members in the provincial
house on January 8, 2023. The recep-
tion started with solemn Eucharistic
celebration followed by the felicitation
gathering and agape. Fr. Benny Nalkara,
Provincial congratulated the priests and
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scholastics for their glorious milestone
in life. Fr. Joseph Vadakkeppurathan, the
formator of all these members made the
felicitation speech.

Inauguration of St. Chavara
Shantinilayam Care Home

St. Chavara Shanthinilayam, a care home
adjacent to Rajagiri Hospital for the sick
members of the province was blessed on
26t January, 2023 by Rev. Fr. Provincial.
The new house contains ten rooms, avail-
ing modern nursing and care facilities. Fr.
Joseph Vadakkepurathan is appointed as
the Director of this house.

Palackal Malpan Day Celebration

In commemoration of the death anni-
versary of our founding father, Malpan
Fr. Thomas Palackal, Fr. Provincial and
Councilors along with the newly or-
dained priests and the first-year aspir-
ants celebrated Holy Qurbana at Palli-
puram on 22" January 2023. Fr. Benny
Nalkara, Provincial, gave the message on
the life and writings of Malpan. The pro-
grams concluded with a prayer at Palack-
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al Malpan Smrti Mandapam.
Centenary Celebration

Sacred Heart High School, Thevara be-
gan its centenary celebration on 24t
January, 2023. The centenary gathering
was inaugurated by Retd. Chief Justice,
K. Abraham Mathew and Fr. Provincial,
presided over the function. The school
has planned hundred events as part of
the centenary celebrations.

The New Building of the CMI Bhavan,
Assam and the extension of the school
building, Rajagiri Christ Academy was
blessed by Fr. Provincial on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 8, 2023. Fr. Joy Kilikkunel, the fi-
nance councilor, accompanied Fr. Provin-
cial during this visit. The new buildings
give a great momentum for the growth
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of Assam mission. Congratulations
Fr. Sebes Attokkaran and team.

St. Chavara Day

A grand reception was arranged for the
well-wishers of Rajagiri in association
with the St. Chavara Feast Day celebra-
tions. The function began with a prayer
in the chapel and the programs were held
at the open-lawn at the provincial house.
Fr Provincial welcomed the gathering.
Many priests and nuns from neighboring
communities and well wishers of Rajagiri
joined the function.

Overseas Visits

Fr. Paul Nedumchalil, the councilor for
social work attended the Pan African
summit held at Namibia from 20 January
to 3 February 2023. Fr. Paul visited the
African missionaries serving in Botswan
after the summit. Fr. Varghese Kachap-
pilly, the Vicar Provincial, visited the
members serving in Ecuador and USA
from 28 January to 12 February. Annual
Day of Rajagiri School, Doha was held on
2 February 2023. Fr. Provincial was the
Chief Guest of the function.

Rajagiri Business School is now
Accredited With AACSB

Rajagiri Business School has been ac-
credited by AACSB, for its contributions
in the areas of teaching, research and
curriculum development. Out of the 20
colleges in India, which received the rec-
ognition, Rajagiri is the only educational
institution from Kerala. AACSB-accredit-
ed schools are considered to be the best
business schools in the world. Less than
6 percent of business schools worldwide
have obtained AACSB accreditation. An-
nouncing the international recognition,
Chief Minister, Pinarayi Vijayan said the
government aims to make Kerala a hub
of higher education through compre-
hensive reforms including infrastructure
development, changes in curriculum and
teaching system. Fr. Benny Nalkara, Pro-
vincial and Dr. Jose Kuriedath, Director
were the dignitaries.
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Foundation Stone of
CMI Anpakam, Periyakulam

Members of Anpakam were dreaming
in the past one decade for a house for
praying, dining and recreating together.
Adding a new milestone in the history
of Anpakam Fr. George Edayadyil CMI,
Provincial, CMI St. Joseph Province
Kottayam laid the foundation stone
for the new house of CMI Anpakam,
Periyakulam, Theni on 25% September
2022.
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Silver Jubilee Celebrations of
Chavara Public School, Pala

l’r'l

The management of Chavara Public
School, Pala is Celebrating Silver Jubi-
lee after the successful completion of
25 years of it’s journey in imparting ed-
ucation. The Silver Jubilee year was full
of activities, competitions and events
for children, parents and teachers as
well. The festivities included a pleth-
ora of exciting events spread over the
year, making it one of the most festive
and memorable periods in the histo-
ry of the school. The school resonated
it’s illustrious existence and service to
society with the release of the silver ju-
bilee logo, a metaphorical representa-
tion of a sapling growing into a fully
grown tree, on 2™ December, 2022 by
Cine artist Ms Miya. The Silver Jubi-
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lee Celebrations continued with a col-
ourful Vilambara Khoshayathra on 3
December, 2022, which was officially
inaugurated by Sri Jose K Mani MP. 5t
December, 2022 witnessed the official
promulgation of Silver Jubilee Celebra-
tions, being administered by the Hon-
ourable Governor of Kerala, Shri Arif
Mohammad Khan in the attendance of
Shri Mani C Kappen MLA, Fr Josekut-
ty Padinjaarepeedika CMI, Manager,
Fr Sabu Koodapattu CMI, Principal, Fr
Sebastian Elanjikal CMI, founder Prin-
cipal, and Fr Mathew Kareethara CMl,
former Principal.

St Dominic’s Carmel
House, Chakkupallam
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l ST PAUL'S PROVINCE, MYSURU I
NEWLY ORDAINED PRIESTS

e

Deacon Bijo Kavumpuram and Deacon
Laiju Mukkomtharayil were ordained as
priests on 27" and 31t December 2022.

The ordination ceremony of Deacon Bijo
Kavumpuram was held at St. Sebastian’s
Church, Pulluvazhy. He was conferred
the sacred order of priesthood by Bishop
Mar Joseph Kollamparampil.

Deacon Laiju Mukkomtharayil was or-
dained at his home parish

RELEASE OF THE BOOK ON THE LIFE
OF FR AMATUS KALLARACKAL CMI

The province day celebrations of St
Paul’'s Province Mysuru was held on 14
January 2023 at Carmel Bhavan Mysu-
ru. The event was made memorable by
the release of the book “A Little Better
Always” - The story of Late Fr Amatus
Kallarackal CMI who walked with God.

The book is authored by Fr Dr Abraham
Vadakkemuriyil CMI and was released
by the Provincial Superior Fr Dr Varghe-
se Kelamparampil CMI, who handed the
ﬁrst copy to Rev Fr Sllvm ManJaIy CMI
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B STJOSEPH’S PROVINCE, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM N

HOUSING PROJECT

A new house was constructed for Mr.
Sibichen and family, Pulincunnoo as part
of the Social Apostolate Housing Aid

project. The Social Work Department of
our province, has funded the project with
the supervision and support of the fa-
thers of St. Sebastian’s Monastery Pulin-
cunnoo. Rev. Fr. Sebastian Chamathara
(Provincial) blessed the house and hand-
ed over the key on 7 January 2022 in the
presence of Rev. Fr. Jose Vekathanam
(Prior), Vicar of Kayalpuram Parish and
other CMI Fathers.

HOME FOR THE NEEDY

In connection with the HOME A YEAR
project of Christ Nagar School, Maranel-
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loor, joining hands with the Department
of Social Apostolate of the Province,
Trivandrum, a beautiful house was con-
structed and given to the most deserving
family of Mr. Mohanan at Velloorkkon-
am, Maranelloor.

The house was blessed on 12t Decem-
ber 2022 by Rev.Fr. Santhosh Kayyal-
aparampil CMI, Councillor for Social
Apostolate. The key was hander over by
Rev. Fr. Titto Vallavanthara CMI (Man-
ager) and Rev. Fr. Joshey Mayanparampil
CMI (Principal). Rev. Fr. Subin Kottoor
CMI (Vice-Principal), teaching and non
teaching staff representatives and stu-
dent representatives were present at the
function.

A DREAM HOME COME TRUE

A new house was constructed for Mr. Saji
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and family, Punalur, who is a staff at our
Nirmalgiri ashram for the last 15 years.
Nirmalgiri Novitiate Rector Rev. Fr. Juby
Maniyankariyil and Rev. Fathers of the
team took the initiative to find the land
and build the house. The Social Apos-
tolate Department of our province, some
of our Ashrams and a few fathers of our
province staying abroad have funded the
project.

| e o
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Chamathara (Provin-
cial) blessed the house on 16 February
2023 in the presence of Councillors, Rev.

Fr. Rector and team members of Nirmal-
giri Novitiate, and former rectors.

HOUSING PROJECT

As part of the Housing Project, old dam-
aged house of Mrs. Mary Sarojam, a wid-
ow and the kitchen staff of Marthoma
Bhavan Netta, was reconstructed and
renovated by the Social Work Depart-
ment of our province joining hands with
the CMI Marthoma Bhavan, Netta. On
15 January, Pongal Day, Rev. Fr. Sony Pal-
athara CMI (Vicar Provincial) blessed the
house and Rev. Fr. Tinu Kottackaparampil
CMI - (Kanyakumari San Thome Sub-Re-
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gional Superior) handed over the key to
the family. Rev. Fr. Davis Karukappally
CMI (Superior) lighted the lamp and oth-
er CMlI fathers of the Santhome Sub-Re-
gion were present during the blessing
ceremony.

CHRISTMAS & ST. CHAVARA DAY
CELEBRATION

Department of Social Apostolate joined

M DEVAMATHA PROVINCE, THRISSUR

Golden Jubilee of Sacerdotal
Ordination of Fr. Thomas Achandy

The Golden Jubilee of Sacerdotal Ordina-
tion of Fr. Thomas Achandy was celebrat-
ed at Devamatha Provincial House on
14t January, 2023. As we commemorate
the 70" anniversary of the foundation
of our province, we also celebrated the
Golden Jubilee of Religious Profession of
three of our fathers from Preshitha Prov-
ince, Coimbatore and St. Paul’s Province,
Bhopal. We greeted and felicitated Rev.
Frs. Davis Kuttikkatt and Sunny Uk-
ken of Preshitha Province, Coimbatore
and Rev. Fr. Sebastian Kaithackal of St.
Paul’s Province, Bhopal. Rev. Frs. Wilson
Tharayil, Walter Thelappilly and Julius

hands with St.Joseph’s CMI Carmel
house Kuchapuram celebrated Christ-
mas and Founders day at Divine Mer-
cy Old Age Home at Charupara. Divine
Mercy Home was an initiative of Rev. Fr.
Gaston Kanjooparampil CMI. Holy Mass
was celebrated and inmates were provid-
ed with food, dress materials and Christ-
mas gifts.

i /

Arackal felicitated them during the gath-
ering just after the Concelebrated Divine
Liturgy which commenced at 9.30 am.

Family Gathering of
Devamatha Province

A family gathering of all the members of
Devamatha Province was arranged at Je-
rusalem Retreat Centre on 31t January,
2022. Rev. Fr. Prior General inaugurated
the function which was followed by Con-
celebrated Divine Liturgy. The gathering
was arranged as part of the 70t anniver-
sary celebrations of the province.

25t Death Anniversary of Servant of
God Fr. Canisius Thekkekkara

The 25% death anniversary of Servant
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of God Fr. Canisius was celebrated at St.
Theresa’s Monastery, Ampazhakkad on
28t January 2023. Mar Pauly Kannu-
kaden, Bishop of Diocese of Irinjalakuda
offered Holy Qurbana at 7 am which
was followed by Eucharistic Adoration

at 9 am led by Rev. Fr. Antony Velathip-
arambil, Prior of St. Thomas Monastery,
Pavaratty. Rev. Fr. Biju Koottaplackal,
Provincial of Carmel Province, Muvattu-
puzha offered Holy Qurbana at 10.30 am
which was followed by Office of the Dead.

THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

B DHARMARAM COLLEGE, BANGALORE IS

Solemn Rosary procession

A Solemn rosary procession was held
through the campus on the evening of 8
December, 2022. Br. Kachappilly Speejo
gave a an inspiring message on Mary’s
importance and role in the history of sal-
vation. Fr. Rector thanked the gathering
and acknowledged the efforts of all who
worked for the success of such a remark-
able evening. The brothers of A- section
led the prayers.

Carols, every year, add flavour to the
spirit of Christmas. This year, Dharmar-
am organized a carol singing competition
under the title ‘GLORIA with the par-
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ticipation of various religious commu-
nities. It was a wonderful musical night.
The Somascans, KESCH community and
Upasana brothers were awarded the 1+,
2" and 3™ positions respectively. Con-
gratulations to the E-section brothers for
the decorations, the LCA department for
organising the event and all who worked
for the success of the event.

Dharmaram Crib 2K22

The first-year theology brothers con-
structed this year’s Christmas crib. It was
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splendid and well appreciated by all. The
theme ‘Year of Hunger’ was portrayed in
their crib. Fr Rector blessed the crib on
Christmas Eve and opened it for the pub-
lic. Congratulations to Rev. Fr Emmanuel
Kariyapurayidam, the Master, and the
brothers of C section for their creative
work!

Joy to the Poor

Spreading the joy of Christmas with the
less privileged, the brothers of Philoso-
phy sections organized Christmas cele-
brations for the people from the near by
slums. Brothers prepared cultural pro-
grams like carols, cultural programs and
distributed sweets. It was a heart-touch-
ing experience. Congratulations to the
Section Masters, animators and brothers.

DVK organized a Faculty seminar

Theology Faculty of DVK organized a
Faculty Seminar on 15% December at
PKM Auditorium, DVK Research Cen-
tre. The semirar was on the topic “Dalit
- Subaltern Concerns: A Theological Re-
sponse”. The seminar was inaugurated
by Dr. Joy Philip Kakkanattu CMI. Stu-
dents from the affiliated institutions of
DVK also participated in it. There were
four scholarly papers presented by the
students. It was meticulously organised
and executed under the leadership of Dr.
Rajesh Kavalackal. Congratulations to all
who had worked behind it.

Founders day

Dharmaram College celebrated the
Founder’s Day in all solemnity on 3" Jan-
uary. On account of it, the Divine Liturgy
and prayer service were held at the main

chapel. The Holy Mass was celebrated
by Rev Fr Rector and the homily was de-
livered by Fr Jose C C on the occasion.
There was also a gathering of the whole
community at the BJTM auditorium. In
the gathering, Bro Joel made a compar-
ative study on the parable of the prod-
igal son and the writings of St. Chavara
on the same. It was well appreciated by
all. There was a sumptuous agape for the
whole community along with guests from
our parishes and other religious congre-
gations.

Fond remembrance of Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI
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A memorial service for the Late Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI was held at DVK
on 05t January at JBC auditorium. Fr Se-
bastian Athapally shared his memories of
being associated with the late Pope. The
entire DVK community participated in
the memorial service and prayed for the
late Pope.

International Seminar on the Synodal
Church

~" BISHOP JONAS THALIATH, CMI
A N 2022-2023

The theology faculty of Dharmaram
Vidya Kshetram, in collaboration with
Chavara Central Secretariat, Kochi, con-
ducted an International Conference ti-
tled, “Towards a Synodal Church: Moving
Forward’ from 12t to 15 January 2023.
The conference was arranged under
the leadership of Fr Shaji Kochuthara
along with Frs Joby Kochumuttom, Jeff
Shawn and Shinto Puthumattathil. It
was attended by experts from all over
the world. This four-day conference had
276 registered participants apart from
the staff and students of DVK. Of these,
76 participants were foreign nationals.
The presence of people from many coun-
tries and cultures was an opportunity for
the participants to widen their horizons.
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There were opportunities for discussion
and debate regarding the topic. All ap-
preciated the meticulous organisation of
the program and the event turned out to
be a golden feather in the cap of DVK.

Silver Jubilee Celebrations

k a . P
Dharmaram celebrated the Silver Ju-
bilee of Priestly Ordination of Rev. Fr
Emmanuel Kariyapurayidam and Rev. Fr
Joy Kizhakkeyil. Fr Rector concelebrat-
ed along with them the Holy Eucharist
and Rev. Fr Jomon Mulerikal delivered
the homily. A felicitation gathering was
organised in the evening. Rev. Fr Rector
welcomed the gathering and Rev. Fr Ben-
ny Tharakunnel felicitated the Jubilari-
ans. The first year theology brothers sang
a felicitation song and the Jubilarians
were adorned with a traditional shawl
and turban and gifted with a memento.

Orchestra
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This year the orchestra was titled PULSE.
This musical extravaganza of Dharmar-
am College was held on 22 January. It
was greatly appreciated by all. The guid-
ance of Fr Rajesh Kavalackal was com-
mendable. Bros Framin and Kiran were
the coordinators.

Intersem

The Intersem finals of the various sports
events were conducted on 26 January
at the Dharmaram campus. The whole
campus witnessed various participants
and supporters from various seminaries.
Dharmaram College won the basketball,
cricket and batmintom games in the fi-
nals and eventually emerged as the over-
all champions.

Samavartanam

The newly ordained priests were given a
warm reception at Dharmaram college
at their arrival on 27 January. The Sa-
mavartanam program and convocation
ceremony were held on 29 January both
at Darmaram college and at DVK. It was
a memorable event for the new priests.
The Samavartanam at Dharmaram col-

lege was organized by the 3rd year the-
ology brothers.
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The Convocation ceremony for the fresh
graduates of DVK was held on 30 January
2023. It began with the celebration of the
Holy Mass by Bp. Sebastian Adayenthar-
ath at 9:00 am in the Dharmaram chapel.
The Convocation ceremony was held at
JBC auditorium after the Holy Mass and
Bp. Sebastian Adayentharath conferred
the degree to the graduates. Prof. Dr Lu-
cien Legrand MEP was the guest speaker.
It was the 46 Convocation of DVK.
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H DARSANA, WARDHA I

Sharing the JOY of CHRISTMAS with
the Underprivileged

Christmas is the season of joy for each
and every one of us. Our joy gets multi-
plied as we share our joy with more and
more people. As part of Christmas cele-
bration, we hosted a half day program for
the differently abled and aged of SJB and
FCC centres for the Orphaned and Men-
tally Challenged. We took them through
our crib and then we welcomed each one
of them with flowers. Later we engaged
them with music and dancing steps. Once
music and dance gripped their body and
spirit, nothing could stop them! After
a long interactive session, we shared
our love with them in the form of a fes-
tive meal in our refectory. As they bid
good bye, we gave them Christmas gifts.
Watching them walk out of our house
with tearful eyes and a glow on their fac-
es was the best gift of the Christmas sea-
son for us.

Learning through Fun

Each missionary religious priest is to be
a teacher or a leader for others. Every
Wednesday our brothers go to near-
by Neri Punarvasan village school and
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Model High School to teach spoken Eng-
lish, basics of English Grammar, Action
Songs, etc. Very happy with the brothers,
the teachers and students eagerly wait
for every Wednesday sessions. Renew-
ing their bond with Darsana, the school
brought their students to Darsana cam-
pus for a dubba party (tiffin picnic) in Jan-
uary. It was an opportunity for us to take
them round for a visit to our Chapel and
grotto and to explain to them the basics
of Christian faith and culture. Brothers
too joined them and soon their dubba
party became a celebration in dance and
music. Sweets were distributed so that
the memories of their visit to Darsa-
na may remain sweet for a long time to
come.
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Darsana Institute distributed nutritious
food kits and medicines to poor patients
in collaboration with the district govern-
ment hospital in Wardha. The beneficiar-
ies who received the benefits were all TB
patients.

Our long tradition of witnessing to Chris-
tian charity continues as there is no
dearth of volunteers in our community
who are generous to donate blood to any
one knocking at our doors. Poor patients
from far away places desperately need-
ing blood and knocking at our doors is a
routine experience for us.

Learning and Spreading Social
Sensitivity through Art

The valedictory function of Darsana Kala
Samiti (DKS) was conducted on 26t Jan-
uary with the enactment of the play Ben-
Hur, a mega-drama of 3 hours. That was
a long and tedious work involving most
of the brothers in one way or other and
all were very pleasantly available for the
works and acting as well. We had many
VIP guests that included Provincials of
Hyderabad and Trivandrum provinc-
es. The guest of honour was Adv. Ashok
Pavde, former Dean of the Faculty of Law
in Nagpur University. Although the play
went beyond the announced schedule,

the audience remained glued to their
seats, spellbound at the sight of the mas-
terly acting of our artists and the colour-
ful stage setting that was a treat to the
eyes.

Darsana is gifted with many talented art-
ists and each one excels in his own way.
When their artistic skills get combined
with the generosity of their hearts and
selflessness of their spirit, the benefit for
the community is unbounded. As a trib-
ute to their selfless and generous contri-
bution in making every celebration in the
community creatively colourful and as
an acknowledgement of their talents, an
exhibition of the art works of the leading
artists of the community was organized
on 27 February.
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Celebration of the Feast of St Chavara
with the Eucharistic Community

The celebration of the solemn feast of
St Kuriakose Elias Chavara was a family
celebration for the Eucharistic commu-
nity of Darsana. Devotion and the joy of
family get-together carried the day. The
presence of Bishop Ephrem Nariculam of

Chanda diocese added solemnity to the
liturgical celebration. Candle light pro-
cession carrying the decorated statue of
our holy founder lit the fire of faith and
devotion in over 300 people who had
turned up for the celebration. A festive
meal for all marked the culmination of
the celebration.

Tuk, Tuk, Tuk....

Symphonies never die, nor do the
rhythms. After three years of Covid-19
induced break, Darsana resumed the
practice of training the interested broth-
ers in tabla. Ten brothers had a month-
long intensive training in tabla skills
under the able guidance of Mr. Jeevan
Bangde. The coaching had a grand finale
on 27 February as the ten freshly skilled
tablists along with their guru offered a
feast to our hearts and ears with a syn-
chronized vadan of tabla together.

H SAMANVAYA, BHOPAL I

PRIOR GENERALS CANONICAL
VISITATION

2 S
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The Canonical Visitation by the Prior
General, a very sacred and serious mo-
ment in the life of any religious congre-
gation, started on Monday 12 December
2022 with the morning prayers at 6.30
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am followed by the inaugural address
by the Prior General and the Holy Mass
presided over by him in the Samanvaya
chapel. At 8.45 am Fr. Prior General met
the students in group and then he had
personal meetings with the staff from
9.00 am. In the afternoon Fr. Prior Gen-
eral met Il year students personally.
Fr Vicar General had personal meetings
with the | and Il Year students.

After supper there was a common meet-
ing of the student community with Fr Pri-
or General and Fr. Vicar General.

The following day Fr. Prior General made
the visitation of the Christ Academy. He
addressed the student community during
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the assembly highlighting the values to
be learnt and cultivated during the form-
ative age that they spend in our school.
Later he had interactions with the teach-
ing and non-teaching staff separately.

The Canonical visitation was concluded
at 7.30 pm with Prior General’s conclud-
ing message on Tuesday, 13 December.

CALL AND COMMITMENT
TALKS SERIES

Weekly presentation of a series of six
papers by brothers are underway deal-
ing with different aspects of Call and
Commitment, the theme assigned by the
General Council for congregational re-
flection this year as part of our decennial
preparation for the Bicentennial celebra-
tion of our congregation.

FIVE- DAY RETREAT FOR RENEWAL
OF TEMPORARY PROFESSION

Fr. Jose Panadan SJ of the Ahmedabad
Jesuit Province preached a 5-day retreat
for the renewal of temporary profession
of our brothers. It also served as the an-
nual retreat for our staff. All the partici-
pants were impressed by the talks given
by Fr. Jose

RENEWAL OF TEMPORARY
VOWS

The first year theologians renewed their
temporary vows on 8 December. Fr Da-
vis, Rector, received the profession as
delegated by their respective Provincials.
Bishop Mar Gratian Mundadan celebrat-
ed the Holy Mass, which was concele-
brated by Bishop Jose Chittooparampil
and Fr. Davis Varayilan.

WELCOME TO THE NEWLY
ORDAINED PRIESTS &
SAMAVARTAN SERVICE

The Samavartan service of the newly or-
dained priests was conducted on January
28. In the morning the newly ordained
priests celebrated Holy Mass for the
student community in the Samanvaya
Chapel. The Samavartan service start-
ed at 11.30 am in the chapel. The newly
ordained priests were felicitated during
the lunch. In the evening they went to
their respective parish wards where they
had served to celebrate Holy Mass. The
following day morning, they celebrated
Holy Mass for the parish community in
the Matha Mariam church.

MINOR ORDERS & DIACONATE

Ten brothers received the minor orders
of Karoya and Hevupdiakona by the lay-
ing of hands of Bishop Vincent Nellaipar-
ampil of Bijnor during the solemn Liturgy
held in the Matha Mariam church at 6.00
pmon 11 February.

Our Brothers Abin Menonickal (Hyder-
abad), Benedict Kopli (Bhopal), Donal
Pulikkottil (Thrissur), Geo Kottoly (Bho-
pal), Joel Pulikkottil (Bhopal), Sanoop
Kanjirakkatthuthottiyil (Hyderabad) and
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Lijo Manjoor (Bijnor) received Diaconate
by the laying of hands of Bishop Vincent
Nellaiparampil of Bijnor during the sol-
emn Liturgy held in the Matha Mariam
church on Sunday 12 February at 10.00
am. It was a grand celebration for which
all the parishioners, religious communi-
ties in the Parish as well as fathers of the
CMI Bhopal zone were invited.

RECTOR’S DAY

The Rector’s Day / Family Day was cele-
brated with much gaiety and spontaneity
on February 18, 2023. The celebrations

started with a one-hour prayer service
on the eve of the feast. In the morning
we had the solemn liturgy at 6.30 am.
We cancelled Chaplaincy masses so that
all priests could be present for the cele-
bration. In the evening we had cultural
entertainments and felicitations. Priz-
es for the winners of the competitions
held through out the academic year were
given away by Fr Rector during the pro-
gramme. The free floor offered towards
the end of the programme served the
staff members to realize their own hid-
den talents.

BL. RANI MARIA PILGRIMAGE TO
UDAYANAGAR

The Samanvaya community, both staff
and students, took out a pilgrimage to
Udayanagar to pray at the tomb of Bless-
ed Rani Maria, the first beatified Indi-
an woman martyr, on her feast day. We
started at 5.00 am in a hired bus, joined
the Eucharistic celebration at 10.30 am
at Udayanagar church and returned after
lunch.

l POORNODAYA, BHOPAL I

Religious Empowerment Talk Series
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On 25 January Fr. Henri Angel SAC spoke
on Formation of Conscience in the Poor-
nodaya auditorium which was attended
by the priests, religious and formees of
the Parish as well as neighbouring par-
ishes.

National Mission Seminar

A 3-day National Mission Seminar was
conducted at Poornodaya on 9 - 11 De-
cember to celebrate the Diamond jubilee
of Chanda mission and Golden Jubilee of
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Jagdalpur, Bijnor, Rajkot and Bhavnagar
missions, the first ever missions entrust-
ed tous CMls. The seminar titled, “Whith-
er North Indian Missions? Challenges
and prospects” was inaugurated by Bish-
op James Athikkalam MST of Sagar. The
Key-note address was given by Bishop
Raphael Thattil of Shamshabad. Rev. Fr.
Thomas Chathamparampil, CMI Prior
General was the President of the inaugu-
ral meeting. Fr Davis Varayilan, Director
of Poornodaya welcomed the gathering.

Since it was a celebration of the Jubilees
of CMI missions, majority of invitees
were CMIs from mission provinces. Bish-
op Gratian Mundadan Emeritus Bishop
of Bijnor, Bishop Jose Chittooparampil of
Rajkot, Bishop Joseph Kollamparampil of
Jagdalpur, Bishop John Vadakkel Emer-
itus Bishop of Bijnor, Bishop Sebastian
Vaniyapurackal, Curia Bishop of Syro Ma-
labar Church, Bishop Vincent Nellaipar-
ampil of Bijnor, Fr Josey Thamarassery,
CMI Vicar General, Fr Martin Mallath,
CMI General Councillor for Education,
Fr Biju Vadakkel CMI, General Council-
lor for Social Apostolate, and Provincials
of CMI Mission Provinces were among
the dignitaries at the Seminar. Superiors
General of the Diocesan Women Reli-
gious Congregations founded by our CMI
Bishops were also invited to lead panel
discussions. There were nine papers and
three panel discussions.

TWO-DAY WORKSHOP TO
COMMEMORATE BLESSED
DEVASAHAYAM PILLAI

St. Paul Province, Bhopal in collaboration
with the General Department of Evan-
gelization and Poornodaya conducted
a 2-day Workshop on the theme JOUR-
NEYING TOWARDS CHRIST: LAY EN-
GAGEMENT IN EVANGELIZATION on
25-26 November in memory of Blessed
Devasahayam Pillai and the holy man
Prembhai, the pioneer of Arunachal
Pradesh Mission.

The workshop was inaugurated by Bish-
op Emeritus Mar Antony Chirayath of
Sagar at 9.30 am in the Poornodaya Au-
ditorium. In the evening Archbishop Se-
bastian Durairaj of Bhopal celebrated the
feast day Mass of Blessed Devasahayam
in Mathamariam parish church. The talks
were all given my eminent lay people
from across the country. Likewise Panel
discussions were also led by enthusias-
tic and mission-minded lay people. The
commitment and zeal of the laity for the
Gospel mission was evident in the warm
discussions and interactions. During the
concluding session on the second day, Fr
Jacob Marangattu gave the concluding
remarks, Fr Davis spoke on the future ori-
entations of Mission and Fr. Justin Akka-
ra, Provincial, gave the vote of thanks. Fr.
Cyril Kuttiyanickal, Fr. Paulson Muthip-
eedika and Fr. Sebi Edattukaran were the
chief organisers of the event.
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l CARMEL VIDYA BHAVAN, PUNE I

Renewal of the Vows
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g

Being the feast of Immaculate Concep-
tion of Bl. Mother Mary all community
members renewed their vows on 8 De-
cember. . Rev. Fr. Rector read the mes-
sage of Rev. Fr. Prior general on the feast
of Immaculate Conception and he deliv-
ered the homily. The entire community
was divided into two groups and con-
ducted volley ball match in the evening.

Christmas Crib

Hard work and dedication bear fruits of
success. This saying appears to be true
in Carmel Vidya Bhavan as we put up a
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magnificent Christmas crib in the cam-
pus. We had one week of intense crib
making after having done our examina-
tions in JD Pune. The crib was so unique
in theme and its natural beauty.

Visitatio Canonica

The canonical visitation of Rev Fr Prior
General began on 15 December 2022
with the address of very Rev. Prior Gen-
eral Fr. Thomas Chathamparambil CMI.
He tuned the track of canonical visit fo-
cusing on the contextualization of CMI
charism. Rev. Vicar General Fr. Josey
Thamarassery CMI and Rev. General Au-
ditor Fr. Babu Mattathil CMI also joined
for canonical visit. Fathers and brothers
had the opportunity to have personal
conference with very Rev. Fr. Prior Gen-
eral and Rev. Vicar General. There was
a session for brothers with Rev. Prior
General and Rev. Vicar General. The Ca-
nonical visit was concluded with the final
address of Rev. Prior General. He appre-
ciated the constant accompaniment of
Rev. Fr. Rector and other fathers in the
formation. He invited brothers to trigger
intense prayerful preparation as we are
closer to priesthood.
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Diaconate and Sub-diaconate
of brothers

The day was filled with copious blessings
from the Lord as four of our third year
brothers and four of our second year
brothers received Diaconate and Sub-di-

Feast-Day of Carmel Parish
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The parish feast of Carmel Parish was
celebrated solemnly on 18 - 28 No-
vember. Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Kalaparam-
bath, Forane Vicar, St. Alphonsa church,
Kalewadi celebrated the Holy Eucharist
and inaugurated the feast day celebra-
tion. On Saturday 26-11-2022, Rev. Fr.
Jossy Pulakudiyil CMI celebrated Holy
Mass. We had cultural programs in con-
nection with Parish feast day at 6.30pm
followed by agape.

aconate respectively from His Excellency
Bishop Mar. Thomas Elavanal, the Bish-
op of Kalyan. Parents and relatives of
brothers who received Diaconate were
present for the celebration. Rev. Fr. Da-
vis Panakkal CMI provincial of Devama-
tha Province Thrissur, Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Chamathara CMI Provincial of St. Joseph
Province of Trivandrum and provincial
delegates from Bijnor and Kochi provinc-
es were present for the ceremony. Dea-
con Bibin Ottathakan CMI gave the vote
of thanks representing all deacons and
sub-deacons.

l CARMEL PARISH, PUNE I

Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee of
Rev. Fr. Joy Puthussery CMI

Rev. Fr. Rector celebrated his sacerdotal
silver Jubilee this year. Hence Carmel
parish honoured him for his six years
of selfless service to the parish as a vic-
ar and Rector of CVB. The Jubilee Holy
Mass was presided over by Rev. Fr. Rec-
tor. Homily was given by Rev. Fr. Martin
Kuzhivellil CMI. There was a Jubilee fe-
licitation ceremony soon after the Holy
Mass. We had agape in the Christ College
campus.

45

SHBHEALINVEMBDo | 20D 9f 2023



THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

First Holy Communion

We had first Holy Communion of five of
our catechism students on 15 January.
Rev. Fr. Rector was the main celebrant.
Rev. Fr. Arun Chully CMI preached the
Homily. The Choir was led by General
choir of the parish.

A Pleasant reception

Carmel parish church welcomed the
newly ordained priests. Rev. Fr. Clement
was the main celebrant and Rev. Fr. Remy
preached the homily. Felicitation cere-
mony for new priests was arranged in the
church itself soon after the Holy Mass.

Batch gathering of Jubilarians

Carmel parish witnessed grace filled
event of batch gathering of four fathers
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who celebrate their sacerdotal silver Ju-
bilee. Jubilarians are Rev. Fr. Emmanuel
Kariyapurayidam CMI, Rev. Fr. Shaju
Pellissery CMI, Rev. Fr. Antony Kunnap-
pilly CMI and Rev. Fr. George Muttathotil
CMLI. The ceremony was so blessed with
the presence of Rectors of jubilarians ;
Rev. Fr. James Narithookil CMI and Rev.
Fr. John Marius CMI. The main celebrant
was Rev. Fr. Shaju Pellissery CMI. The
homily was preached by Rev. Fr. Peter
Kochalumkal who was also the Rector of
CVB from 2011-2014. There was felici-
tation ceremony for the jubilarians and
former rectors soon after the Holy Mass.
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RAINBOW 2023

Carmel Parish also celebrated parish day
named ‘RAINBOW 2023’ on 19-02-2023
in the Christ College Campus. Different
games were conducted between wards
and gifts were distributed to winners.
The overall championship of ‘RAINBOW
2023’ was grabbed by St. Mother Teresa




HEMATHAMARIAM PARISH, BHOPAL NN

Mission Sunday

Mission Sunday 2022 was celebrated
with much gaiety and fanfare. After the
Holy Mass at 8.30 am, the different stalls
put up on the church campus for fun,
games, sales and competitions were op-
erative. All the religious congregations
and parish wards participated with great
competitive spirit in order to secure max-
imum contributions for the mission. Sa-
manvaya scholastics too had a stall that
brought them close to the top collector
of funds.

INTER - PARISH TRIBAL DANCE
COMPETITION

A tribal Dance competition for the par-
ishes within the Archdiocese of Bhopal
was organized and conducted by Matha
Mariam Parish on its premises on Nov

27,2023. Five parishes participated. The
First prize was bagged by Campion Par-
ish, and the second by Jahangirabad par-
ish. This competition has been a regular
event since the last 15 years.

ADVENT FAMILY VISIT

As part of Advent preparation, a full-
fledged family visit programme was
planned by the Parish priest which was
executed by Sisters of CMC congrega-
tion who are specially set apart for family
apostolate by their congregation. Three
CMC sisters under the leadership of Sr.
Little Therese CMC, visited all the fami-
lies of our parish in four days. These visits
really served as a wake up call for many
families and individuals for a renewal in
church life.

Bl CHRIST ACADEMY, EHOPAL I

SCIENCE EXHIBITION IN THE SCHOOL

Titled Vasudhaiva kudumbakam, an Ex-
hibition cum Fete was conducted on 17
December from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm in
the school class rooms. Prof Sony Toppo,

Principal, Career College, Bhopal inau-
gurated the exhibition. All the artefacts
for exhibition were prepared by students
under the guidance of teachers. The Ex-
hibition kept an appreciable standard
and attracted a good number of visitors.

l CHAVARA CULTURAL CENTERE, KOCHI IS
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LET’S REMEMBER THE DEPARTED

SOULS

e Rev. Fr George Pius Ukken CMI (De-
vamatha Province, Thrissur) was called
to eternal reward on Friday, 28 October
2022. The funeral service was held on 29
October 2022 at Christ Monastery, Irin-
jalakuda.

e Bishop Mar Simon Stock Palathara
CMI, Emeritus Bishop of the Eparchy of
Jagdalpur was called to eternal reward
on Saturday, 19 November 2022. The fu-
neral service was held on 22 November
2022 at St Joseph’s Cathedral, Jagdalpur.

e Rev. Fr George Olickal CMI (85), of
Mary Matha Vice Province, Hyderabad,
was called to eternal reward on Sunday,
20 November 2022. The funeral service
was held on 23 November 2022 at CMI
Provincial House, Bellampally.

e Rev. Fr Francis Padamattu CMI (85),
(Mary Matha Vice Province Hyderabad),
was called to eternal reward on Wednes-
day, 30 November 2022. The funeral ser-
vice was held on 01 December 2022 at St

Xavier’s Carmel Monastery, Pullur.

e Rev. Fr Thomas Jaiswam Irupuzhickal
CMI, (Nirmal Province Jagdalpur), was
called to eternal reward on Tuesday, 20
December 2022. The first part of the fu-
neral service was held on 22 December
2022 at Nirmal Sadan, Provincial House.
The final part of the funeral service was
held at Nirmal Aaram, Naktisemra.

e Rev. Fr Thomas Thelekadan CMI, (St
John’s Province, Bijnor) was called to
eternal reward on Tuesday, 03 Janu-
ary 2023 following a cardiac arrest. The
Funeral service was held on Saturday,
07 January 2023 at St John’s Provincial
House, Najibabad.

e Rev. Fr Felix Kurichiaparampil CMI, (St
Joseph’s Province, Kottayam) was called
to eternal reward on 11 January 2023.
The funeral service was held on Sunday,
15 January 2023 at CIMR, Murinjapalam,
Trivandrum.
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e Rev. Fr Alphonse Padinjarekan- e Rev. Fr Arsenius Pulluparambil CMI
jirathinkal CMI, (St Joseph’s Province, (88), (St Joseph’s Province, Kottayam)
Kottayam) was called to eternal reward was called to eternal reward on Thurs-
on Thursday, 19 January 2023. The fu- day, 19 January 2023. The funeral ser-
neral service was held on 22 January vice was held on Saturday, 21 January
2023 at St Anne’s Monastery Kurianad. 2023 at St John’s Monastery, Mutholy.
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Rev. Fr. Kuncheria Pathil CMI

1939-2022
Birth :25/09/1939 Profession :16/05/1959
Ordination :17/05/1967 Death :05/10/2022

Rev. Fr. Kuncheria Pathil CMI was born on 25 September 1939 to late Mr. Varkey
Ouseph and late Mrs. Mariam at Kannady in Alappuzha District. His native parish is
Kavalam of Changanacherry Archieparchy. He had his primary education at St. Jo-
seph’s High School, Pulincunnoo, after which be joined the Carmelites of Mary Im-
maculate. Rev. Fr. Constantine Manalel CMI (late) was his uncle. His first profession
was on 16 May 1959. He was ordained a priest on 17 May 1967.
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He hoIds degrees in Philosophy and Theology. He obtained his Master’s Degree, and :
ég\‘:’ torate in Theology from the Katholleke Unlver5|te|t Leuven Belgium (1971/- 7

jor contribution in the field of Ecumenism.

Rev. Fr. Kuncheria Pathil CMI started his teaching career as a professor of Theology
at Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram, Bangalore in 1971 and he continued to be a full time
teaching staff member till 2006. He was the Dean of the faculty of Theology at DVK
from 1992 to 1997 and the President of DVK from 2003 to 2006. He was loved by his
students who admired his scholarship, and who found in him a friend and a loving pro-
fessor. He was the Provincial of the Trivandrum Province of the Carmelites of Mary
Immaculate from 2008-2011.

He was a member of various national and international Theological forums. Along with
Fr. Constantine Manalel, Fr. Pathil was actively involved in the development of the In-
dian Theological Association (ITA) from its early years. He served ITA as its Secretary
(1980-86). Later he became its President (1989-92). He was the Associate General
Editor of Jeevadhara Journal of Theology, as well as the section editor of one of the
issues. He was a Member of the CBCI Doctrinal Commission. He was also a Member
of the Asian Ecumenical Committee of FABC (1996), and a member of the Advisory
Board of Ecumenical Christian Centre (ECC), Bangalore. From 2012, he was resident
and member of Jeevadhara Theological and Socio-Religious Centre, Malloossery, and
later its Director until he was called to the eternal reward on 5 October 2022.

Kuncheria Pathil was an erudite scholar and prolific writer. To his credit are a number
of papers at national and international conferences. He has authored 16 books and
more than 100 articles. Some of his major works include Models in Ecumenical Dia-
logue (1981), Indian Churches at the Cross Roads (1995). An Introduction to Theology
(co-authored 2003), Trends in Indian Theology (2005), Theology of the Church New
Horizons (2006) and Unity in Diversity: A Guide to Ecumenism (2012). and Church on
Pilgrimage, Trajectories of Intercultural Encounter (2016).

Several people wrote words of condolences and their reminiscences at the sudden
demise of Rev. Fr. Pathil who took his heavenly abode on October 5, 2022 early
morning as he was asleep. The funeral took place on October 8, Saturday at Sacred
Heart Church, Chethipuzha.

Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, Archbishop Joseph Perumthottam,
Bishop Thomas Tharayil, CMI Prior General Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathamparambil and
dignitaries from other Church denominations came to pay him homage on the day.

Ylv . Fr. George Edayadiyil CMI, Provincial St. Joseph Province. Kottayam delivered
'§\ 1e homily during the Holy Mass that was presided over by Fr. Josey Thamarassery '\
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We take this opportunity to humbly request you to offer the prayers we are obliged to
make in fraternal charity as per Directory 58 (b) and No. 60.
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Rev. Fr Babu Kuzhumbil CMI

1965-2022
Birth :24/04/1965 Profession :19/03/1987
Ordination :29/12/1996 Death :24/10/2022

Rev. Fr. Babu Kuzhumbil CMI, songster of God, a friend of many, retreat preacher and
a philanthropist who made his life most beautiful offering before God and His people
parted us on 24 October, 2022 at an early age of 57. God wins and we miss his angel-
ic voice. ‘I groan for that dwelling above which Thou hast revealed to me. | see the
Heavens now open. Thou, Jesus Christ, art my resurrection and my life-Cureans. Let
the divine voice resounds with the praises of angels in the Heaven. His mortal remains
was brought to St Thomas Novitiate House, Marikunnu from Fatima Mata Mission
Hospital on the same day. From next day morning onwards, his body was kept at St.
Joseph’s Monastery Church, Devagiri for the public to pay their final respects. The fu-
neral service was held at 2.00 pm on 25 October 2022 at Devagiri. Archbishop Emer-
itus of the Archeparchy of Thalassery, Mar George Valiyamattam presided over the
funeral service and Auxiliary Bishop Elect of the Eparchy of Mananthavady, Mar Alex
Tharamangalam gave the memorial speech. People who had renewal experience by
the preaching of Rev. Fr Babu Kuzhumbil, thousands of people who have benefitted
from his charitable initiatives, his well wishers, representatives of the dioceses and
organizations, priests and religious attended the service and had great remembrance
of this noble soul.

Rev. Fr. Babu Kuzhumbil CMI who was serving as the Director of Darsana Retreat
Centre, Thaliparamba had an unidentified biological distraction from December 2021
and he correlated it mostly to his recurring palpitation, a sensation that heart is racing
without any reason. Medical examinations in specialty hospitals could not identify any
heart problem or related diseases. The medical investigations progressed at Rajagiri
Hospital and MIMS Kozhikode during the months of January and February 2022 and
there was no proper diagnosis, other than referring wrongly to some psychological
pressure. For the convenience of medical consulting, he was asked to stay at Amal-
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derwent subsequent MRI scan and PET scan of the brain. He was diagnosed with Cor-
ticobasal Syndrome, a rare condition that can cause gradually worsening problems
with movement, speech, memory and swallowing and he was referred to Sree Chitra
Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences & Technology, Trivandrum for the confirmation.
Later, as the degeneration of the brain cells were found unusually fast, the physicians
have confirmed probable Creutzfeldt Jakob Disease (CJD), a degenerative brain dis-
order that leads to dementia and, ultimately, death. Fr Babu was then taken to NIM-
HANS Bangalore and St John’s Medical College for treatment. Several prayer groups,
individuals and communities prayed for him during these months. This may be one
of the reasons and the charity works he has done for the marginalized that helped Fr
Babu to face the difficulties of the sickness with a smiling face and a composed mind.
From 17 April, 2022 onwards he was under palliative care at Fatima Mata Mission
Hospital, Kalpetta.

Hailing from Pushpagiri, near Koodaranji of Kozhikode District, he had his aspirancy
at Koodathai and Devagiri. After completing the novitiate at St Thomas Mount, Mari-
kunnu he took the first profession on 19 March 1987. He has successfully completed
Philosophy from DVK, Bangalore and Undergraduate from Christ College, Bangalore.
He was a regent at Darsana Retreat Centre, Thaliparamba and this has transformed
his life as a preacher. Rev. Fr George Kalathil CMlas his mentor and Sr. Philo Karedan
as a great support helped him to find new meaning for his heavenly voice and skills
for preaching. He completed theology from Dharmaram College, Bangalore and was
ordained on 29 December 1996

For one year, he served as the assistant parish priest of Little Flower Parish, Marigiri,
Therthally. In 1999, he was appointed as the administrator of Darsana Retreat Cen-
tre. From 2000 to 2007, he was the superior and parish priest of Mount Sinai Ashram,
Lakkidi and the Director of the Retreat Centre. He has organized retreats for laity
and religious. After six months of treatment, from 2008 to 2014, he was appointed
as the Superior of Little Flower Ashram and the Director of Darsana Retreat Centre,
Thaliparamba. In 2014, he was elected as the Vicar Provincial of CMI St Thomas Prov-
ince Kozhikode and animated the pastoral and evangelization activities of the Prov-
ince. He came back to Darsanain 2017 and continued his service in the field of renew-
al till his last breath.

Fr Babu has preached more than 3500 retreats especially for families, parish commu-
nities and women religious. He was also a retreat preacher for many major seminaries
and minor seminaries. He too preached retreats for the migrant Catholics and youth
ad. His style of retreat was acclaimed by many due to the practical explanation of
pel passages and melodious songs that suits to the content of the retreat. He initi-
d Kudumba Darsana Dhyanam for the renewal of families. He was good at studies
and games. But, when God has opened the doors of renewal in front of him, he never
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looked back.

Fr Babu Kuzhumbil CMI was a great friend for all the seniors and the juniors of the
province and he has never done anything against others consciously. He has also not
interfered in the affairs of others. But, he helped many during their mental and reli-
gious struggles. He was well accepted by the ex-seminarians and facilitated them in
their lives to have constructive contribution to the Church and the society. He was
open, human and consoling. “Take it easy” was the medicine that he prescribed to all
those who approached him with internal wounds and lack of forgiveness. He was re-
ally the face of mercy of Christ. He distributed all his gifts, dress and other household
utensils for the needy. His mother has stated that Fr Babu used to exhibit extraordi-
nary compassion towards the needy even during his school days.

During the days of his sickness, till he became unconscious, he used to ask for confes-
sion and made himself prepared to meet his Saviour. He was consciously tried not to
trouble his aging mother, brothers and sisters with his personal suffering that leads
to the termination of his life on this earth. Let us remember with gratitude this noble
soul.

We are grateful to his family members for their support, Mr Jose for the spiritual and
physical assistance during the difficult times, medical teams and all those who have
offered prayers for him and consoled us on his sad demise.

Request you to fulfill the obligations in the tenor of CMI Directory, Articles, 58 and 60
and pray for our Rev. Fr Babu Kuzhumbil CMI..

Rev. Fr. George Pius Ukken CMI

1940 - 2022
Birth :01/07/1940 Profession :16/05/1960
Ordination :17/04/1974 Death :28/10/2022

Rev. Fr. George Pius was born on 1 July 1940, as the third child of Mr. Kunjuvareed
and Rosain the Kottarathil Ukken family Edakulam He joined the CMI congregationin
1956. He made his religious profession in 1960. He was ordained a priest on 17 April,
1974 Fr. George Pius served the province as Lecturer in Christ College Irinjalaku-
da, hostel warden, Administrator, Joint Director, and Director of Amala institutions
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(1994-2008), Founder Director of Bethany Gram Amala, Amala Institute of Medical
Sciences (2003), Amala College of Nursing (2005), Provincial Councillor for Social ser-
vice; Provincial of Devamatha Province, Founder Managing Director of Paalana Hos-
pital, Palakkad, Director of Paalana Hospital, and Superior of Carmel Bhavan, Cha-
lakudy. He spent his twilight yearsin Christ monastery, Irinjalakuda, and Santhwanam
(Amala campus). One of his elder brothers. Fr. Alex Ukken, was our Prior General

Fr. George Pius spent the largest part of his priestly ministry: 32 years in building up
Amala Institutions In August 1976, Rev. Fr. George Plus was appointed administrator
of Amala Cancer Hospital Project. He was the right-hand man of Padma Bhushan Fr-
Gabriel Chiramel in starting a 90 bed Amala cancer Hospital and Research Centre in
April, 1978. In course of time, the hospital grew into a 1000 bed medical college hos-
pital. Fr. George Pius was elected provincial of Devamatha Province in 2008. When
Devamatha province wanted to undertake the joint venture of constructing Paalana
Hospital, Palakkad, Fr. Pius, the then the Director of Amala, was called in to be the
Managing Director of the new venture.

Amala Medical College, Amala College of Nursing and Paalana Hospital remain living
monuments of his unstoppable optimism, dogged grit and determination, inimitable
perseverance, and relentless hardwork. Fr. George was an exemplary CMI religious
He was affable and approachable. He was noted for his Inclusive love as he loved peo-
ple animals, birds and nature. The beauty of Amala campus is a resounding testimony
to his aesthetic sense. A versatile genius, he was very good at photography and carv-
ing. In connection with the papal visit of Pope John Paul Il (later St. John Paul Il) to
Trichur in 1986, Fr.George Pius was cherry-picked to design the papal altar which was
widely acclaimed as a flawless piece of art.

Hewas never after fame.No marble slabs or plaques bearing hisname were tobefound,
during his lifetime, in Amala where he worked for over 32 years. He very well knew
where to store up his treasures. On 28 October, 2022 he at the age of 82, he breathed
his last and went up to the bosom of God. His body is interred In Christ monastery
chapel, Irinjalakuda.

Let us pray to him, and pray for him by offering the suffrages for the departed in the
tenor of our Constitutions and Directory D.58 (b)




Bishop Simon Stock Palathra CMI

1935 - 2022
Birth :11/10/1935 Profession :16/05/1958
Ordination :11/12/1964 Death :19/11/2022

Most reverend Bishop Simon Stock Palathra CMI, Bishop emeritus, the second bish-
op of Jagdalpur mission diocese, was called to eternal rest on 19.11.2022. He hailed
from St. Mary’s Parish, Vadakkekara, in the Archeparchy of Changanachery. He was
born on 11 October 1935 as the third child of the late Mr.Philip and the late Mrs.
Mary Philip Palathra. He was christened Joseph at baptism. After his high school ed-
ucation in St. Berchman’s Changanacherry and St. Ephrem'’s, Mannanam, he joined St.
Joseph’s Province, Kottayam, of the CMI congregation in 1954. He had his minor sem-
inary formation at Mannanam and Novitiate at Chethipuzha. He made his First and
Final Profession in 1958 and 1961, respectively. Having completed his philosophical
and theological studies at Dharmaram College, Bengaluru, he was ordained a priest
on 01 December 1964 during the Eucharistic Congress in Bombay, and his first Holy
Qurbana was celebrated at Baycula Church Bombay. His Solemn Holy Qurbana was
at Sacred Heart Church, Chethipuzha. While serving as secretary to Prior General
(1966-68) he opted for mission and joined Sagar mission in 1968. Fr. Simon Stock Pal-
athra CMI was one of the first missionaries to reach and render service at Shampura
mission station in Sagar. After two years of Service in Sagar mission, Fr. Simon Stock
was appointed secretary to the Provincial and Prefect of the Provincial House at St.
Joseph'’s Province, Puthupally.

In 1971 Fr. Simon Stock was appointed Prior of St. John’s Monastery, Mutholy. In 1972
when the Jagdalpur mission was entrusted to CMI St. Joseph’s Province, Kottayam,
he opted to serve the Jagdalpur mission and reached Jagdalpur with Bishop Paulinus
Jeerakath CMI. He was one of the first missionaries to reach Bastar in 1972. From
1972 to 1977, he was the Pro-Exarch of the Exarchate of Jagdalpur and was appoint-
ed the Vicar General of the newly erected diocese In 1977. He also served as the Di-
rector of the Social Work Center, Cathedral Vicar and Procurator of the Diocese. He
started Karithgaon and Chiurgaon Mission stations in 1973 and 1978, respectively.
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Fr. Simon Stock served Nirmal Province as the Provincial Superior in two terms (1981-
84, 1987- 90). In 1984, he was appointed Novice Master at Anudhavana Mission No-
vitiate at Mancherial. Fr. Simon Stock was nominated as the second bishop of Jag-
dalpur in January 1993 and was ordained Bishop on 19 March 1993. Bishop Simon
Stock, a pioneer missionary of Bastar, knew all aspects of diocesan administration. He
encouraged all and prevented none from starting new and promising ventures. The
motto taken by the new bishop was “For God and His People,” He lived every moment
of his life for God and his people, true to his motto, a life of total sacrifice, dedication,
humility, and humaneness,

The diocese of Jagdalpur achieved significant growth under the able leadership of
bishop Mar Simon Stock. Being an able administrator, he believed in delegating re-
sponsibilities. The Pastoral Council (JEPC) was established under the visionary guid-
ance of Mar Simon Stock Palathra. The contribution of Bishop Simon Stock Palathra
CMl in strengthening the diocesan clergy and the care and devotion he had for their
formation is very significant. He established the diocesan seminaries, Vianney Bhavan
and Gurukul, to foster diocesan clergy. Bishop Simon Stock being a close collaborator
of Bishop Paulinus Jeerakath continued the mission strategy initiated by him. Start-
ing a hospital at Jagdalpur was a great desire of Bishop Paulinus, which Bishop Simon
Stock fulfilled by establishing Mar Paulinus Memorial Hospital (MPM) at Jagdalpur in
1998. He also encouraged all religious congregations to promote local vocations and
start formation houses in the diocese to get more locally trained missionaries who
could work more efficiently.

In 2013 he retired from his office as bishop of Jagdalpur and spent his days in prayer
at Vinayalaya Novitiate Bhanpuri. In 2019 he joined the provincial house community,
Nirmal Sadan Dharampura, keeping in mind the proximity of medical support. He was
suffering from diabetes, Blood Pressure and mild Parkinson’s but was keeping healthy.
On the evening of 13" November, he collapsed with one side paralysis due to a cer-
ebral clot and was shifted to MPM Hospital Jagdalpur. On the 19 of November at
01.30 am, he breathed his last.

The funeral ceremony of Bishop Simon Stock Palathra CMI started at 2 pm on Tues-
day, 22November 2022, at St Joseph’s Cathedral Church Jagdalpur, led by Major Arch
Bishop George Cardinal Alencherry, , along with Arch Bishops Victor Henry Takur,
Joseph Perunthottom, Bishops Joseph Kollamparampil CMI and Sebastian Vadakel
MST. Most Reverend Arch Bishop Emeritus Joseph Augustine, Reverend Bishops Paul
Toppo, Ephrem Narikulam, Thomas Padiyath, Antony Chirayath, James Athikkalam,
Joseph Kodakallil, Vincent Nellaiparambil, Jose Chittooparambil CMI, John Vadakel,
and Joseph Kunnath CMI were the co-celebrants. Rev. Fr. Paulson Paliakara CMI,
General Councillor, Rev. Fr. Benny Joseph Mukalel CMI, Provincial, Chanda Province,
Thomas Vadakumkara CMI, Provincial, Nirmal Province Jagdalpur and delegates from
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different provinces, Rev. Sisters and a good number of faithful of Jagdalpur Diocese
were present in the funeral ceremony. Most Reverend Arch Bishop Victor Henry
Takur of Raipur Arch Diocese delivered the funeral homily.

Let us thank the Lord for the blessings the CMI Congregation, Nirmal Province and
the people of God in the Diocese of Jagdalpur have received through the committed
and loving personality of Bishop Simon Stock Palathra CMI. May the loving memories
of this pious missionary and beloved bishop be a model for our activities and guide us
throughout our life. May the Good Lord grant him everlasting bliss.

| request you to offer the suffrages for the departed in the tenor of our Directory No.
58(b), and No. 60.
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Rev. Fr. Thomas Jaiswam Irupuzhickal CMI

1939 - 2022
Birth :26/06/1939 Profession :16/05/1966
Ordination :01/01/1971 Death :20/12/2022

Rev. Fr. Thomas Jaiswam Irupuzhickal CMI hailed from St. Antony’s Parish, Vellikulam,
in the Diocese of Pala. He was born as the fourth son of the Late Mr. Chacko and the
Late Mrs. Annamma Irupuzhickal on 26June 1939. After his schooling, he joined the
CMI Congregation in 1960. After his initial formation at Mannanam and Mutholy, he
entered Novitiate at Chethipuzha and made his first profession on 16 May 1963. He
moved to Dharmaram College, Bangalore, for his Philosophy and Theology studies,
where he made his final profession on 16 May 1966. He was ordained a priest on 01
January 1971. Fr. Thomas Jaiswam, with great missionary zeal, opted for Bastar Mis-
sion and reached Bastar on 12 September 1974.

Fr. Thomas Jaiswam Irupuzhickal CMI was a committed religious missionary priest,
involved chiefly in the field of social apostolate. Staying at the present bishop’s house,
Jagdalpur he started service at Potanar village as an extension program of the social
service centre of Jagdalpur. Later in 1978 he started to stay at Potanar and made it
the centre of his activities. His main concern was the integral development of the vil-
lagersin their socio-economic fields. Staying there, he earnestly strived to develop the
village in all possible ways. He started a grain bank with the help of the Catholic Relief
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Service in 1976. In the same year, Fr. Jaiswam tried to bring to the villages the basic
facilities like road and transportation, electricity and communication facilities. With
the help of the villagers he constructd roads which linked villages like Kuranga, Karan-
ji, Ran Sargipal, Bijiripadar, Mishanar, Tanpal, Sakkargaon, Gurujgaon, Sirsiguda, Kon-
timeta, Kontallur, Chinkally etc. He also started model farms (demonstration units),
seri-culture program, and wheat cultivation etc. at Gumeopal and Salepal in 1978. He
did all these in collaboration with the Government. Fr. Jaiswam took initiative in bring-
ing the supply of electricity to the villages and in 1979 he could reach electricity to
various villages like Potanar, Ran Sargipal, Karanji, Kuranga, Salepal, Tanpal, Tokapal,
Gumeopal, Gurujgaon, Sirsiguda etc. He also constructed around 85 open wells for
the villagers during his ministry at Potanar. Grain banks, Credit unions, Mother-and-
Child Care (M.C.H) program, Agricultural model farm with extension service, Tailoring
Training cum Production, Bamboo Handicraft cum Production, Low-Cost Housing etc.
were the main activities he initiated for the development of the poor people.

In 1990, he was elected as the finance councilor of Nirmal Vice Province. After his
transfer from Potanar in 1995, he extended his social activities to Mardum area stay-
ing at Suman Ashram, Palligaon. He initiated various programs such as Demonstration
units, Non-formal training programs, Day care centre for the babies of the poor fami-
lies, Home care for the orphaned babies, Low-cost house construction, Ferro-cement
bio-gas units, Toilet room link to the bio-gas unit, Ferro-cemem Assola Basin, Rice mill,
Green vegetable production, Mini poultry unit etc. at Mardum. Even after retirement,
he was guiding the villagers in various ways staying at Nirmal Sadan, Provincial House,
Jagdalpur.

On Tuesday morning 20 December 2022 this pious soul was called to eternal reward
while celebrating Holy Mass. The funeral ceremony of Fr Thomas Jaiswam Irupuzhick-
al was begun at 08:30 am on Thursday, 22 December 2022 at Nirmal Sadan, Provincial
House, Dharampura led by Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI Vicar General. After the
first part of the ceremony, the mortal remains were taken to Nirmal Aram Naktisemra
for the Funeral Mass led by His Excellency Bp. Joseph Kollamparampil CMI, Bishop of
Jagdalpur Diocese. Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI. Vicar General of CMI Congrega-
tion delivered the funeral homily.

With gratitude, Nirmal Family remembers Rev. Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and the
faithful who attended the funeral ceremony and offered condolences and prayers for
the departed soul of beloved Fr. Thomas Jaiswam lrupuzhickal. Let us thank the Lord
for the blessings the CMI Congregation, Nirmal Province and the people of God in the
Diocese of Jagdalpur have received through the committed and loving personality of
Rev. Fr. Thomas Jaiswam Irupuzhickal CMI and let us pray that the Good Lord grant
him everlasting bliss.

May | request you to offer the'suffrages for the departed in th.vev tenor of our Directory
No458(b) and No: 60, oy
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Fr. Innocent Thokkanatt CMI
(1931-2023)
Birth :04/08/1931 Profession :00/00/1955
Ordination :17/05/1962 Death :04/01/2023

A veteran religious and a zealous priest, Rev. Fr. Innocent Thokkanatt CMI, a member
of St James Monastery, Karikkattoor of Kottayam Province, was called to his heavenly
abode on 4” January, 2023, after consciously receiving the Holy Sacraments at Mary
Queens Mission Hospital, Kanjirappally. On January 6, as per his desire, his mortal re-
mains were taken to St James Monastery, Karikkattoor and simple but elegant burial
rites were performed. His funeral service was presided over by His Excellency Mar
Joseph Kollamparampil, the Bishop of Jagadalpur. The following priests concelebrat-
ed for the Eucharistic celebration and final funeral rites: Rev. Frs. Josey Thamarassery
CM, the Vicar General, George Edayadiyil CMI, the Provincial, Thomas Vadakkum-
kara, Provincial, Jagdalpur, Jose Vattodiyil, Joy Kakkanatt and Antony Thokkanatt.
A considerable number of priests from CMI communities and nearby parishes and
religious sisters participated in his final journey, together with hundreds of faithful
from far away parishes like Chakkupallam, Pezhumpara, Chethipuzha, Inchiyani, his
home parish and Karikkattoor. These were all places of his ministry and pastoral ac-
tivities. Rev. Fr. Mathew Anatharackal CMI delivered a touching homily during the
Holy Qurbana, recollecting the life and ministry of Fr. Innocent. A large number of
people from the social, political and religious realms had come to pay last homage
to him, including His Excellency Mar. Sebastian Vaniyapurackal, the Curia Bishop.
Hailing from an agricultural family, Fr. Innocent was born on 4 August, 1931, as son
of Varkey and Bridget at Inchiyani in Kanjirappally diocese. He was baptised with the
name of Abraham, our father of faith. In official records his name was Abraham T. V.
and in his close family and friends circle he was called Avarachan. He lived an exempla-
ry life at home along with his six siblings until he joined the Aspirants House at Man-
nanam in 1953. Following his example two of his sisters also chose religious life and
joined the Congregation of Mount Carmel. He did his primary and secondary studies
at Velichayani and Kanjirappally respectively.
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After completing the minor seminary course at Mannanam, he entered the Novitiate
at Ampazhakkad in 1954 and made his first religious commitment in 1955, on the
Feast of Immaculate Conception and received the present name, Innocent. He suc-
cessfully completed his Philosophical and Theological studies at Dharmaram College,
Bengaluru and got ordained on 17 May, 1962.

Being a zealous religious priest he has served the flock of his master Shepherd in
various capacities in different places as Prior, Vicar and Priest-in- charge of the Dalit
Christians at Chethipuzha, Superior of St Elias Carmel House, Kainakary, Carmel
House, Alappuzha, Carmel House, Muhamma and Lourdes Carmel House, Ayoor in
the un-bifurcated St. Joseph’s Province. He has also become the councillor for So-
cial Apostolate of St. Joseph Province, Kottayam for a period of three years. He also
served as Vicar of St Antony’s Church, Puthuppally and S. H. Church Pezhumpara, Su-
perior of the houses at Parappu and Chakkupallam, Procurator in the monasteries at
Mutholy and Poonjar, where he was a master in the field of agriculture, as his legacy.
He was also resident of Idamattom and Karikkattoor and engaged in pastoral activ-
ities. During the last few years he spent his time in Prasanth Bhavan, Kanjirappally,
away from active ministries and activities, however, dedicated a good amount of time
at the confessional.

v Let us remember his departed soul and offer our prayers obligated by our constitution
% (D.58b) for the purification of his soul and for his eternal bliss in heaven.
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STRICKEN, SMITTEN, AFFLICTED, PIERCED WOUNDED BRUISED
HE DIED SO THAT WE MIGHT LIVE
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