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Greetings and blessings to each one of you as we gather together to celebrate the
Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. This special occasion invites us to reflect on the
rich heritage of our Carmelite order and the lives of important saints who have re-
newed and inspired us along the way, particularly St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of
the Cross.

In our journey as areligious congregation, we are called to embrace adaptability with-
out compromising our core values. The world around us is evolving rapidly, and as
leaders and teachers in society, we must be willing to adapt our teaching and learning
methods to keep pace with modern technologies. This is a vital responsibility that re-
quires both sincerity and faithfulness to our calling.

However, in our pursuit of knowledge and technological advancements, we must re-
member the importance of diligent and thorough learning. Half-knowledge can be
harmful, and it is essential that we delve deeply into the positives and consequences
of technology to navigate its effects wisely.

As religious, it is our dharma, our duty, to understand and respond to the needs of the
times. If we fail to walk with the times, we risk becoming redundant to society, save for
our spiritual contributions. Therefore, let us wholeheartedly embrace the challenges
and opportunities presented by our changing world.

In our pursuit of leadership and scholarship, we must never forget the power of humil-
ity. Our formation and years of study are valuable, but true humility allows us to rec-
ognize that there is always more to learn. Let us remain humble, open to daily growth
and continuous learning, so that we may remain relevant and effective in our service.

Finally, let us remember that our spirituality and scholarship are intertwined. They
must go hand in hand as we strive to deepen our understanding of both the divine
mysteries and the world we live in. It is through the harmonious integration of our
spiritual lives and intellectual pursuits that we can truly make a profound impact on
the lives of others.

May the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel fill us with renewed dedication to our
mission, and may the grace of God guide us as we navigate the challenges and oppor-
tunities of our time.

Fr Thomas Chathamparampil

Prior General




Editorial

CHELA THAT ATE UP PAALA

The year 2023 is declared as the CMI Year of Communitarian Witnessing. This is part
of our Decennial Preparation for the Bicentennial of our Congregation. Community
life has been one of the fundamentals of our CMI way of religious life for almost two
hundred years. At the same time it has been negatively affected severely in the recent
years. Reasons may be many. It is up to us to reflect on this sad plight and find remedial
measures, else we fail as a witnessing community. Individually we may be great per-
sonalities, but the collective witnessing we give to the society at large as a community
may have much more impact. People of God look forward to us for communitarian
models of radical Christian witnessing.

A not-so-recent event that happened at Mannanam was of much significance. In
January 2023 the Community Radio Sargakshetra 89.6 became functional from the
Mannanam Hill. In 1846, even before he started the muc h acclaimed Sanskrit school
at Mannanam, St Chavara started the printing press at Mannanam. He was a person
who realized the power of books and other Communication Media much before his
contemporary stalwarts as well as his successors could understand it. We, as a con-
gregation had nurtured this mission and had been running various printing presses
and ventured into other modes of communication mediain the past years. However in
the past quarter of a century the focus has been shifted to the boom of self-financed
education institutions and conveniently we have ignored our press ministry. In the on-
slaught of the latest social media trends, old fashioned press apostolate could not find
glitter with the masses and members. Not only that we have lost the ownership of
Deepika, once an icon of our media ministry, but also we failed to make bold initiatives
to venture in a big way into other modern media of communication such as a satellite
channel while other congregations smaller in size than us could do much more in this
field as an apostolate, in the recent years. In this context | find the venture of Sargak-
shetra, a project of Thiruvananthapuram province, in launching the Community radio
service “Sargakshetra 89.6” a bold step. It deserves the appreciation of the whole con-
gregation as it is the first of its kind in our congregation. Fr Alex Praikalam and other
fathers who are at the helm of its visualization and management has done the right
thing, much needed for our times. Best wishes to all of them. Let us all support them
in whatever way we can. The mobile app of Sargakshetra 89.6 is available in Google




playstore. It can be downloaded and we can listen to the programs wherever we are in
the world. Kudos Fr Alex Praikalam.

Recently we had a two day workshop on CMI Environmental Policy held for the ani-
mators from our fifteen provinces. That was a great and initial step for the full-fledged
implementation of our environmental policy. Ours may be one of the few congrega-
tions that has formulated its own policy for the protection of earth - our common
home. Now the next step is more important as we have to implement it in our provinc-
es and in all the institutions and houses.

This two day workshop was conducted at the serene atmosphere of Carmel Ayurveda
Village and research centre, Bhoothathankettu. As part of the program the partici-
pants had a visit to the forest and a walk through the dense forest area. The guide was
explaining the different types of trees that we came across on the way. He showed us
a giant tree and told that it is the Paala tree. Then he showed us a creeper that was
gnawing on it and said, “This is the Chela creeper.” In fact Chela is a parasite creep-
er. It starts as a small creeper and grows on the big trunk of the tree. Slowly it sucks
in all the nutrients from the parent tree and fattens itself. After a few years the tree
becomes hollow and withers however giant it might be. There are many parasites in
our life too. The sooner we identify our parasites the better for our future. In the be-
ginning the parasites appear to be too harmless, but in the long run the core of our life
will wither away.

Though we intended to bring out this issue of Carmelasandesam around 16 July, it
got actualized by 15 August only. Thank you to all the contributors of articles and the
provinces that sent in the news from their provinces.

HAPPY FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR BLESSED MOTHER MARY. MAY
SHE GUIDE US THROUGH THIS EARTHLY SOJOURN TOWARDS THE HEAVENLY
BLISS.

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI
General Councillor for Education and Media







NEWS FROM THE PRIOR

GENERALS HOUSE

Major Superiors Advisory Council

The Major Superiors’ Advisory Council
meeting was held at the Prior General’s
House on 2 and 3 May, 2023. A warm
welcome was accorded to the newly
elected Provincials. Rev Fr Prior General
expressed confidence in their ability to
guide and serve the community with wis-
dom and grace.

General Council - Provincial
Council Meeting

e B ooq

be" 3% o 0

,ﬂ.‘. t‘.l"‘@*@'%@‘)‘:’g" ,?5'0169‘
From 12 to 14 May, the GCPC meetings

were held, focusing on the introduction
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of key principles of leadership. During
these meetings, discussions centered
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around effective leadership strategies
and the cultivation of essential skills
for guiding religious communities. The
sessions emphasized the importance of
servant leadership, fostering collabo-
ration, and empowering others to fulfill
their potential.

Get together of Parish Priests

CMI Parish Priests gathered for a one-
day program on 13t June at CMI Prior
General’s House to discuss the latest
trends in pastoral ministry. The event
focused on their crucial role within the
parish community. Engaging discussions
explored emerging trends in pastoral
care, evangelization, and community en-
gagement, fostering collaboration and
enhancing the priests' effectiveness in
serving the faithful.

Quinquennial 2023
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From 23 to 25 June, a Renewal Program
was organized for the young priests of
the congregation. The program revolved
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

around the theme of communitarian wit-
nessing, aligning with the congregation's
celebration of this year as the Year of
"Communitarian Witnessing." The par-
ticipants reflected on their past years of
ministry, assessing their spiritual growth
and the impact of their witness within
their communities. The program aimed
to strengthen their commitment to
communal living, authentic witness, and
deepening their spiritual journey as they
continue their priestly service.

Orientation for Youth Animators

Youth animators participated in a work-
shop from 15 to 17 June, aimed at re-
freshing their ministry. Led by expe-
rienced youth ministers, the program
provided orientation and practical guid-
ance for members of the congregation
who will serve as youth animators and
directors. Through interactive sessions,
the workshop equipped animators with
new insights and renewed passion for ac-
companying and empowering the youth
on their faith journey.

Prior General’s Day

On 15t July, Prior General’'s day was cel-
ebrated. The event was filled with grati-
tude towards the Lord for the abundant
blessings bestowed upon us through
our beloved Fr. Prior General. The cel-
ebration featured a variety of cultural
programs, showcasing the diversity and
talent within our congregation. Fr. Prior
General was felicitated for his exempla-
ry leadership and guidance, as we ex-
pressed our heartfelt appreciation for his
dedicated service to the congregation.
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NEWS FROM PROVINCES

B ST. PAUL PROVINCE, BHOPAL IS

The XII Synaxis of St. Paul Province was
held from 18 to 22 April 2023 at Yesu
Ashram Padariya. The reports of all the
departments clearly described how the
province, despite the pandemic COVID
19, was able to march forward. The syn-
axis also elected the new office bearers,
Fr. Cyril Kuttiyanikkal (Provincial) Fr.
John Shibu Pallippatt (Vicar Provincial
and Councillor for Evangelization, Pasto-
ral Ministry, Communication and Media),
Fr. Babu John Tharayil (Councillor for
Education), Fr. Linto Vellani (Councillor
for Social Apostolate), Fr. Paulson Muth-
ipeedika (Councillor for Finance and
Agriculture) and Fr. Nithin Vaidyakaran
(Auditor) for the next three years. Atend
of the Synaxis, on behalf of the Province
community, Fr. Provincial expressed sin-
cere gratitude and great appreciation to
the outgoing team of Provincial admin-
istration headed by Fr. Justin Akkara
(Provincial). He also made use of the op-
portunity to thank all the Synaxis mem-
bers and all who are working in India and
abroad for showing their faith in the new
team and humbly requested their sup-
port, prayers, and cooperation.

Gathering of the Scholastics

A three-day gathering of all the scho-
lastics of our province was conducted
at Navchetana in the last week of April,
under the leadership of Fr. Shepherd. We

congratulate him and thank Fr. Sebi Edat-
tukaran and the Navchetana Community
for the service and cooperation extended
to our scholastics.

Summer camp for the first-year
aspirants

A one-month summer camp was organ-
ized for the first-year aspirants at St.
Pauls, Bhopal. It was organized by Fr.
Shepherd and conducted by Fr. Shepherd
and Br. Vibin Inchodikaran. We thank
Fr. James and the community at St. Pauls
for their generosity in accommodating
and taking care of our aspirants for one
month.

Final Profession

The final profession of Br. Linto Kuttikat-
til was held on 25" May together with
the brothers of Devamatha and Preshita
Provinces at Jerusalem Retreat Centre,
Thalore. Congratulations to Br. Linto Ku-
ttikattil.

Vocation Camp

A vocation camp was conducted at Sagar
Bhavan under the leadership of Fr. Dan-
ish Kannadan. With his hard work, some
energetic and enthusiastic students have
come forward to join our Province. With
the efforts of Fr. Praveen Payyappilly
four new Aspirants from North and with
the hard work of Fr. Martin Kallely and
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Fr.Lijo Baby, we have four Aspirants from
North East India. We express our grati-
tude and appreciation to all the vocation
promoters.

New Aspirants House

We have already started our First-year
aspirancy at Sagar Bhavan. There are
five students from Kerala. They have
moved into our new aspirants’ house in
Karayamparambu (the house owned by
Chanda Province) by the end of June. The
aspirants from the North and North East
also reached Karayamparambu by the
end of June after a brief orientation and
selection at Bhopal.

Postulancy

The postulancy this year is conducted
at Carmel Niketan, Jabalpur. This year
there are 13 postulants from five prov-
inces. Ten of them have already arrived
and the classes and the programmes are
already underway for them from the first
week of June. The rest of the brothers
have supplementary exams after which
they may also join later. We wish all the
best to Fr. Nithish and the team.

CARMELITES HOUSE, KANNYANDA,
UGANDA

Easter Season in Uganda

The Lent and Easter Season in our Parish
waseventful. The holy Week programmes
in different Sub-Parishes and the Maun-
dy Thursday ceremony at the HQ and
the Peshaha Bread sharing thereafter at
our residence gave the faithful and mis-
sionaries a homely feeling. The 14-kms
long Way of the Cross processions from
one Sub-Parish to the other were really
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heart-touching. The faith of the common
man is really challenging us!

The Executive Committee Elections

The Small Christian Community, Sub-Par-
ish and Parish level elections to the Exec-
utive Committee are going on now, 25th
June be the last phase at the Parish level
to take it to Deanery and Diocesan levels.
It is encouraging to see that the faithful,
irrespective of their clans and status,
show interest in involving themselves in
the administration of the Parish and oth-
er small level entities.

Fr. Director on Transfer and the new
Director on the way

The pioneering Director of Carmelites,
Kannyanda was transferred to Kareli in
the capacity of Director cum Manager.
The Parish and Ugandan CMI Communi-
ty bid our pioneer farewell on 22 May and
he flew back to India on 24th May 2023.
We acknowledge and thank his untiring
missionary zeal and enthusiasm that he
showed forth for the last four years in
this otherwise unknown land.

Our wait is still on to welcome our new
member Fr. Jain Mathew Padayatty. We
hope to meet him soon as he is getting his
wings fixed.

Eucharistic Procession on Corpus
Christi

Corpus Christi is celebrated here with a
lot of traditional enthusiasm. Fr. Melvin
was the main celebrant at Kannyanda
where we had the Eucharistic Proces-
sion from Kannyanda to Namakata. At
Lubwama Zone we had Eucharistic pro-
cession from Kasozi to Bukekete which is



NEWS FROM PROVINCES

a proposed Sub-Parish in that Zone and
was animated by Fr. Johnson.

Deanery Meeting at our Residence

The Nakasake Deanery meeting was
hosted at our residence on May 14,2023.
Representatives from all the communi-
ties in this Deanery participated init.

Radio Maria in our Parish

Radio Maria, the FM channel of the Epis-
copal Conference of Uganda, is making
their programmes in our Parish these
days. They are conducting Bible Services,
recitation of Rosaries, Holy Mass cele-
brations etc. and are live streaming them.
So CMI Kannyanda is ‘on the air’ these
days.

Kalasa-St. Chavara Church-First in
Uganda

The Community at Kalasa has agreed to
alter the name of the Sub-Parish to St.
Chavara & Kizito Sub-Parish, making it
the first Church in Uganda to be named
after our Founding Father. The ceremony
of declaration was presided over by Fr.
Johnson Lubwama, the Parish Priest.

Kyamuwooya Church Construction
Phase-2.

St. Mary, Help of Christians Sub-Parish,
Kyamuwooya fulfilled their long-cher-
ished dream when they completed the
Iron Sheet Roofing of the structure. We
remember with gratitude the efforts by
the first Zonal Animator, Rev. Fr. Dhibin
Thekkayil in the initial year. There are
miles to go now. CMIs in Uganda salute
the members of the Province who are
emotionally and financially helping us in

this noble endeavor of building up the
kingdom of God. Yezu, Weebale CMI...!I!!
(Thank you, Jesus for CMI)

CMI HOUSE MIGGING, ARUNACHAL
PRADESH

During the Lenten season Fr. Shaju Pan-
nagadan joined the Elroyi Brothers to
give retreat at Gumto and Tato parish
in Arunachal Pradesh and at Silapather
parish in Assam. They also had retreat at
Migging parish and home visits at Mig-
ging and Pango villages of Arunachal
Pradesh.

Inner Healing Retreat

Brothers Babu Varghese and Shibu Jo-
seph, two lay brothers from Kerala were
at Migging, Tuting and Boleng parishes
preaching Inner Healing Retreat in the
month of March 2023. Many people ex-
perienced healing, deliverance and re-
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pentance during these retreats. They
had two days retreat at Mosing village,
three days retreat at Migging and Pang-
go villages. These brothers also preached
retreat at three villages at Tuting and Bo-
leng parishes as well.

Sub Deacons at Migging

: %5 wags
Sub Deacons Akhil Inchodi and Jinil Koot-
hoor CMI were at Migging for two weeks
during the Lenten season. They conduct-
ed four days camp for the children. They
also helped in the holy week ministries.

Youth Gospel Tour to Panggo

Fr.Paulson conducted tendays camp cum
training for altar servers in the month of

10

CARMELASADESAM | JUNE 2023

March 2023. At the end of the camp 11
members of the youth went for a youth
Gospel Tour to Panggo village. There
the youth gave messages, sang songs
and presented tribal dance to the village
community.

Br. Jino Varghese at Migging

Br. Jino Varghese a Jesus Youth member
from Kainakari, Kerala was at Migging
for four months. He was very enthusias-
tic in praise and worship, family prayer
and healing and deliverance services. He
also rendered help in the initial stages of
the construction of presbytery at Tuting.

New Kitchen at Migging




NEWS FROM PROVINCES

The parishioners built a bamboo kitch-
en attached to our presbytery for cook-
ing and keeping ourselves warm during
the severe winter season of Migging. It
was totally a voluntary effort and the tin
sheets from the old church and some new
sheets were used for it.

Farewell to Fr. Paulson Muthipeedika

Fr. Paulson Muthipeedika was given a
touching farewell on 21 May as he got
elected as the new councillor for Finance
of the Province after having worked in
the parish for eight months. The parish-
ioners hosted a grant lunch in the honour
of Fr. Paulson after the farewell mass and
gathering.

Diaconate Ministry

Deacon Speejo Kachappilly CMI reached
Migging by the end of May 2023 for his
diaconate ministry. He enthusiastically
gave daily homilies, leads prayer during
the sector prayers in the families and
during the house blessings.

CMI HOUSE BOLENG, ARUNACHAL
PRADESH

One Day Recollections at Villages

During the season of Lent we had 2 lay

brothers from Kerala for home mission.
Bro. Babu and Bro Shibu. Along with
them we visited all our villages and had
one day prayer, which included a family
visit, talk, adoration, counselling, confes-
sion, Holy Mass and Anointing session. It
was a graceful moment for our parish

Samaritan Sisters at Boleng

We were blessed with the presence of 7
SD Sistersin our parish. They visited Riga
and pegging villages and our parish at Bo-
leng. They visited the families, prayed for
them, conducted evening prayer sessions
and gave some instructions to help them
in their faith journey.

Fathers’ Day Celebrations

We celebrated Father’s Day in the Parish
in connection with the feast of St. Joseph.
Mothers and children made it a memo-
rable day for fathers through the Holy
Mass,

Holy Week

11
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We had a wonderful celebration of the
Holy week starting from Palm Sunday. Fr.
Shinto conducted services in the village
and Fr. Martin remained in the Parish.
We had 2 new baptisms and one mar-
riage blessing during Easter.

Deanery Level Youth Camp at Kaying

We had our 1t deanery level youth con-
ference at Kaying from April 11 to 15. Fr.
Martin coordinated the programme and
conducted class for them. It was a won-
derful experience for the youth.

Farewell to Fr. Shinto

Fr. Shinto who became a great mission-
ary of Arunachal in a short period of time
and won the hearts of people with his
simplicity and hard work left us so soon
just being with us for 2 months to take up
the new assignment as the Secretary to
Fr Prior General. Parish organised a grant
send off for him. All were so emotional
during the send-off programme.

Gospel Tour to Sisen Village

Along with women and youth we went to
Sisen Village for Gospel Tour which is 50
kms away from our Parish. After cross-
ing the hanging bridge across the Siang
River we walked for two hours to reach
the village. We have just 4 families over

12
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there. We had Easter blessing and Holy
Mass. Women and youth motivated them
through their dances, action songs and
talks.

Junior youth along with Fr. Martin spent
5 days in Divine Ashram Margherita. We
attended the Night Vigil and 1%t Friday.
During the stay youth made their confes-
sion and counselling. They also helped in
the household activities. It was an enrich-
ing experience for them.

Gospel Tour to Komsing Village

Fr. Martin, Dn. Derin and children of our
parish made a Gospel Tour to our Koms-
ing village. We have just one family over
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there. We had Easter blessing and Holy
Mass for them.

9 to 18 June 2023 were grace filled mo-
ments for our parish when we had our
parish Feast celebrations. On June 9 we
started novena. Dn. Derin preached hom-
ily on Novena days. We had invited all our
village communities, some of our friends
and all the neighbouring Parish commu-
nities. Many of our faithful from different
villages and some from the neighbour-
ing parishes joined our celebration. Fr.
Varghese Manickathan MSFS, the Dean
of Aalo deanery, was the main celebrant.

AANCHAL BHOPAL

Summer Camp

This year, in the month of May, we have
organized a summer camp for the in-
mates of Aanchal Tarasewania and chil-
drenwho areresidingin slum areas. Dur-
ing the summer holidays a dance teacher
Mrs. Somla and a drawing teacher Ms.
Isha was residing in the Aancahl campus
for giving intensive training for the in-
mates of Aanchal Tarasewania. Although
it was holiday time children enjoyed the
summer with Masti ki Pathshala.

Come and See Programme

Two of our Aanchal Pathshalas are sit-
uated in the settlement of rag pickers.
For the past three years we have been
motivating the children and parents to
enrol their names in the nearby schools.
But they were not convinced about the
need of education. Finally, we decided to
bring them in Aanchal Tarasewania Cam-

13

CARMELASADESAM | JUNE 2023



NEWS FROM PROVINCES

pus and had interaction with the inmates.
The parents and children enjoyed the day
and after reaching back to their settle-
ment, the children themselves expressed
their interest to study at Aanchal. As are-
sult this year 15 children took admission
at Aanchal Tarasewania.

Aanchal Milan 2023

Aanchal Millan, the concluding pro-
gramme of the summer camp was or-
ganised at St. Paul’s School on 21t May

2023. This year more than three hundred
people participated in the programme.
Provincial Rev. Fr. Cyril Kuttiyanickal was
the chief guest of the day.

H MARY MATHA VICE PROVINCE, HYDERABAD ]

INAUGURATION AND BLESSING OF
ST. JOSEPH BHAVAN,
MANANTHAVADY

With God's grace, the blessing ceremo-
ny and inauguration of the new transit
house cum aspirant house of our prov-
ince took place on February 18, 2023 at
Mananthavady. The blessing ceremony
was presided over by Bishop Emeritus
Joseph Kunnath CMI. Fr. Joshy Pazhuk-
kathara CMI, the then Provincial, Pro-
vincial Councillors and Fathers from the
Province and Mananthavady Diocese.
The day was blessed by the visit of the
newly appointed Bishop Mar John Pan-
amthottam CMI.

ADOBE OF PRAYER AND SERVICE,
SANTINILAYAM, KOTTAPALLY

The blessing and inauguration of the
renovated Santinilayam Prayer Hall was
held on February 14, 2023 in the pres-
ence of Fr. Joshy Pazhukkathara CMI, the
then Provincial, Provincial Councillors,
priests and religious from the neighbour-
ing community, our first year aspirants
and the villagers of Santinilayam.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
After the announcement of the 2022-23

14
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SSC exam result, our schools achieved
outstanding results. All schools have
achieved exceptional success in the re-
gion with over 99 to 100 percent of stu-
dents passing the SSC exams.

THE NEW PROVINCIAL AND
PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

For the years 2023-26, Mary Matha
Vice Province, Hyderabad, elected the
new Provincial and the Provincial Coun-
cil. The recently elected members of the
Provincial Team are,

Provincial: Rev. Fr. Pious Alex Pariyar-
athukunnel CMI

Vicar Provincial, Councillor for Evangeli-
zation and Pastoral Ministry: Rev. Fr. Jaic
Chittettu CMI

Councillor for Education and Communi-
cation Media: Rev. Fr. Jins V Thomas CMI

Councillor for Social Apostolate and
Healthcare: Rev. Fr. Jobish Chalil CMI

Councillor for Finance and Agriculture:
Rev. Fr. Shibu Edakkuttathil CMI

Auditor: Rev. Fr. Thomas Perumtharayil
CMI

Congratulations and best wishes to
everyone.
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Many are called but few are selected.

The come and see program and vocation
camp was organized for the candidates
from Kerala at Nirmal Ashram Thellakom
and for the candidates from Northern
India at Chavara Bhawan Kolachoor re-
spectively from 24% to 29t May 2023.
There were 24 participants from kerala
and 14 from Northen India. The candi-
dates were given very basics about the
Divine Call and religious life. 10 and 7
candidates were selected from Kerala
and North India respectively. All the best
to the tiniest buds of the congregation.

Reach the good news to the ends of the
world

Following the commandment of Jesus
to take the good news to the ends of the
world Nirmal province Jagdalpur has
begun evangelisation and pastoral activ-
ities in the state of Orrisa under the dio-

HENIRMAL PROVINCE, JAGDALPUR IS

ceses of Shamshabad. Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Mavunkel CMI began the initial works
staying in a rented house in a village
named Kosamaguda in the district of Na-
brangpur. He was successful in establish-
ing a few prayer canters in the area. Rev.
Fr. Jose Panthalanickal CMI, veteran pas-
tor and missionary has taken up the task
of taking forward the mission in the new
terrain. The service of sisters of Don Bos-
co congregation will also be of great help
in this new venture.

Hands of God working through
different people

In the middle of lots of hate campaign
and harassment of our people and insti-
tutions in the mission areas we find the
hands of God getting extended towards
us through various departments of the
government. The government of Chhat-
tisgarh has extended their assistance in
running Asha Ashram Palligaon (a cen-
tre for the differently abled). The gov-
ernment is providing special assistances
time to time. Recently the government
has provided solar highmast lights and
pavement tiles in the campus.

15
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Province Day

The Province Day was celebrated on 1
May, 2023. The celebrations were begun
with solemn Holy Eucharist presided by
Fr. Provincial along with the councillors.
Fr. Mathew Koikara, Vicar Provincial
preached the homily. It was followed by
a gathering and Fr. Issac Chakkalaparam-
bil and Dn. Rojan Vattoly felicitated the
gathering. The Novices from Karukutty
played a skit with the relevant theme of
religious life. The prizes for the winners
of the zonal competitions were distribut-
ed and the gathering concluded with an
agape.

Perpetual Profession

The Perpetual Profession of Bros. Alex
Kallilan, Ashik Mattekatt, Carol Penuel,
Jeril Thanickal and Sebin Palathingal was
held on 25 May, 2023 at Sacred Heart
Provincial House, Kalamassery. Fr. Pro-
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vincial and the members of the formation
team were the main celebrants and Fr.
Antony Kochalumkal preached the homi-
ly. Around 250 people participated in the
function. Congratulations Dear Broth-
ers!

Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

&

On 16 June, 2023, the provincial house
campus including the schools and college
celebrated the feast of the Sacred Heart.
The Eucharistic Celebration in the School
Auditorium was led by Fr. Provincial and
Nine of our fathers concelebrated. Lunch
was served for the staff members at the
Public school canteen in the afternoon.
Department of Agriculture provided hy-
brid varieties of jackfruit plants to each
houses in connection with the feast of
Sacred Heart of Jesus.

EFMD Accredited

Rajagiri Business School is now EFMD
Accredited (European Foundation for
Management Development) for its
PGDM courses. Rajagiri is the First B
School in Kerala and Third in India to re-
ceive this prestigious accreditation. Ear-
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lier this year the college was accredited
by AACSB. Congratulations Team RBS!

A Life Giving Act!

Fr. James Kunthara, Rector, St. John
Paul Il Minor Seminary, Neeleeswaram,
donated one of his kidneys to Mr. Jojo,
Brother in Law of Sch. Thomas Chittupa-
rambil on 17 May, 2023 at Rajagiri Hospi-
tal. Mr. Jojo a sales executive of a private
firm and having two little girls was diag-
nosed with failure of his Kidneys in 2021.
Fr. James is back at Neeleswaram after a
month of rest. Congratulations Fr. James
Kuntharafor his selfless love towards the
other, especially during the year of com-
munitarian witnessing.

Formation News

Six of the brothers completed their
postulancy and joined Camel Novitiate
house on 11 June, 2023. Sixteen of the
New Aspirants joined Neeleeswaram
Aspirants House on 11 June, 2023. Fa-
thers and vocation team members gave
a grand welcome to the newly enrolled

candidates to our congregation. Five of
our Brothers from Neeleeswaram joined
St. Joseph’s Postulants Home, Thevara
on 12 June, 2023 for their Higher Sec-
ondary studies.

School Kit for the children were distrib-
uted under the leadership of Sahrudaya
in association with Rajagiri outreach. 323
School kits were distributed among elev-
en centers of Sahrudaya. Fr. Shinto Thali-
yan, Chairman of Sahrudaya coordinated
the activities.

Rajagiri Hospital

Actor Mammootty generously donat-
ed oxygen concentrators to bedridden
patients in need. Oxygen concentrator
is a device that concentrates the oxy-
gen from a gas supply (typically ambient
air) by selectively removing nitrogen to
supply an oxygen-enriched product gas
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stream. The distribution of these life- in the college ground as a memory of its
saving devices took place in Kochias part 75t Anniversary.

.Of the Aashvasam initiative, a joint pro- Affiliation to Rajagiri Seashore CMI
ject led by Actor Mammootty’s Care and Pubsilc School

Share International foundation and Raja-
giri Hospital.

Y gt

Rajagiri Seashore CMI Public School,
Vypin has received the affiliation from
CBSE Board. A felicitation gathering was
held on 17 June at the School and also
observed it as a thanksgiving day as the
school completes the 10t year.

Doha Rajagiri Public School

Rev. Fr. Joshy Kootungal assumed the of-
fice of the Principal in May 2023. Fr. Pras-
ant Palackappally continues there as the
Academic Director.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived
at Sacred Heart College, Thevara to at-
tend “Yuvam 2023” a conclave for the
youth in the state on 24 April, 2023.
Thousands of students participated in
the event. Prime Minister planted a tree

ST JOSEPH PROVINCE, KOTTAYM _

The XXVI Provincial Synaxis Anugraha Renewal Centre at Vazhoor.
The Synaxis commenced on Tuesday,
April 11, with the Holy Mass led by Bish-
op Sebastian Vaniyapurackal, the Curia

The XXVI Provincial Synaxis was held
from April 11t to April 15t, 2023, at the
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Bishop. This was followed by an orienta-
tion talk delivered by Bishop Sebastian
Vaniyapurackal, which effectively set the
tone for the synaxis.

Fr Provincial presented a comprehensive
report on religious life, formation, and
administration, fostering productive dis-
cussions among the participants. Reports
of various departments provided valu-
able insights, which stimulated further
discussions on the topic. One of the em-
inent speakers who graced the synaxis
was Rev. Dr. Mathai Kadavil OIC, whose
profound insights on religious life and
ministry captivated the hearts and minds
of all in attendance. Rev Fr Mathew Kak-
kattupillil VC delivered an insightful talk
on religious leadership and animation.
This session provided valuable insights
into effective leadership within the reli-
gious context. In a momentous electoral
process, the participants elected Rev. Fr
Abraham Vettiyankal as the Provincial.
Rev. Fr Santhosh Mathenkunnel (Vic-
ar Provincial & Social Apostolate and
Health Care), Rev. Fr Joby Manjakalayil
(Finance), Rev. Fr James Neendussery
(Pastoral Ministry), Rev. Fr Bastian Man-
galathil (Education), and Rev. Fr Alex Lou-
is Thannippara (Provincial Auditor) were
elected as the Provincial Councillors.

The program facilitated critical assess-
ments of the province, future planning,
and addressed various aspects of reli-
gious life and ministry.

Centenary Celebration of the Priestly
Ordination of Servant of God Fr Bruno
Kaniyarakath (Atmavachan):

' L ‘ "
o~ .[fg ;ﬁ s s

Servant of God, Fr Bruno Kaniarakath
CMI (Atmavachan), was ordained priest
by bishop Mar Thomas Kuriyalassery of
Changanacherry, on 20 May, 1923, at the
Sacred Heart Monastery, Chethipuzha.
He celebrated First Holy Qurbana at St.
John’s Monastery, Mutholy. Hence, this
year we celebrate the centenary of the
priestly ordination of our Atmavachan.
The ceremony was at St. Anne’s Monas-
tery where we have the tomb of servant
of God, Atmavachan. Fr. Stanly Chelliyil,
CMI, Prior of St. Anne’s Monastery, Ku-
rianad welcomed the Eucharistic assem-
bly. On Saturday, 20 May, 2023, at 4.00
pm bishop Mar Jacob Murickan officiat-
ed the Holy Qurbana. In his homily the
bishop explained that the Servant of God,
Atmavachan, always lived for the glory of
God and thus became a star of holiness
by which he made the face of Christ vis-
ible to the people whom he came across
and thus served the people of God.

19

CARMELASADESAM | JUNE 2023



NEWS FROM PROVINCES

In the Eucharistic celebration a large
number of priests including members of
our province, other religious priests and
a good number of faithful devotees also
participated. After the Holy Qurbana Fr.
Abraham Vettiyankal felicitated bish-
op Mar Joseph Pallikaparampil, bishop
emeritus of Pala, who celebrates the
goldenjubilee of his episcopal ordination.
Mar Joseph Pallikaparampil released the
book, Asramavruthiyile Devanakshath-
ram, written about Atmavachan, by Sri
Girish K. Shanthivanam, and published
by Deepanalam Publications, Pala.

After the publication of the book, bishop
Mar Joseph Pallikaparampil officiated
the Office of the Dead at the tomb of At-
mavachan. Fr. Thomas Kollamparampil
CM, Vice-Postulator of the Cause of Fr.
Bruno, proposed the vote of thanks.

Berakah

The Brothers’ Meet was held at Anugra-
ha Renewal Centre, Vazhoor from May
20t to May 22" 2023. Rev. Fr Jison
Paul Vengasserry delivered an engaging
and thought-provoking talk, focusing on
topics pertaining to personal develop-
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ment, spirituality, and the significance
of fostering strong fraternal bonds. The
second day commenced with the arrival
of parents of the brothers at Anugraha by
10.00 am. The Holy Mass was conducted
at 10.30 am which was presided over by
Rev. Fr Provincial. Following the Mass,
a Parent’s Gathering took place, giving
the parents the opportunity to engage in
meaningful dialogue, share experiences,
and further strengthen familial bonds.
Parent’'s get together was concluded
with lunch. On the final day the Scholas-
tics embarked on a trip to Kochi.

Perpetual Profession

“The LORD is my portion.” Re-acclaiming
this faith proclamation of our beloved
father St Chavara, five of our brothers,
Anwin Kizhakkethottam, Christy Kan-
jirakkattukunnel, Deepu Kidangathazhe,
Jeffin Perunnappally and Jemin Kaip-
panplackal made their final commitment
to the Lord on 27" May 2023 at St Vin-
cent Monastery Pala. Rev. Fr Abraham
Vettiyankal CMI, the Provincial of St Jo-
seph Province Kottayam was the main
celebrant of the ceremonies in which
Rev. Fr Santhosh Mathenkunnel CMI,
the Vicar Provincial and Rev Fr. Mathew
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Anatharackal CMI, the Novice Master of
the brothers were the co-celebrants. Rev.
Fr Jossey Aerathedathu CMI reminded
the candidates regarding the responsibil-
ities of the perpetual commitment to the
Lord through his powerful and thought
provoking homily.

The Superiors’ Animation Programme

The Superiors’ Animation Programme
was held on the 25% and 26" of May
2023 at the Anugraha Renewal Centre,
Vazhoor. The program aimed to provide
orientation and insights to the superi-
ors on various topics related to their

roles and responsibilities. The program
commenced with a prayer followed by
a warm welcome by Fr Abraham Vetti-
yankal CMI, the Provincial. Fr Paulson
Paliakkara CMI, the General Councillor
for Finance, then introduced the agenda
and objectives of the program. The Su-
periors’ Animation Programme featured
an orientation talk by Fr Antony Njal-
lampuzha CMI. Mr Biji Joseph discussed
financial management, auditing, and ac-
countability. An interactive session with
Provincial Councillors fostered produc-
tive discussions. On the second day, the
program commenced with an orientation
talk delivered by Bishop Mar Jose Pu-
lickal. Rev. Fr Mathew Kakkattupillil VC
addressed the role and challenges en-
countered by religious superiors, while
Fr James Pampara CMI emphasized the
importance of leadership and teamwork
within the Syro-Malabar Church. The
program concluded with an evaluation
and discussion session.

l CARMEL PROVINCE, MUVATTUPUZHA I
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l ST PAUL'S PROVINCE, MYSURU I

VIl Ordinary Provincial Synaxis

e o e e S —

The VIII Ordinary Provincial Synaxis of
CMI St Paul's Province, Mysuru, was
successfully held from April 10 to 14,
2023. The event commenced with an in-
troductory talk by Fr Varghese Kelam-
parampil CMI, the then provincial. We
were honoured to have His Excellency,
Bishop Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath, to
grace the occasion and deliver a message
on the following day. The synaxis proved
to be fruitful, with engaging discussions,
insightful presentations, and briefings
by members from various mission areas,
departments and mission coordinators.

New Provincial Team Announcement

We extend congratulations and best
wishes to the new Provincial Team, who
will lead us in the coming years:

Rev. Fr. Augustine Paimpallil CMI: Pro-
vincial Superior

Rev. Fr. Renny Malana CMI: Vicar Pro-
vincial and Councillor for Evangelization
and Pastoral Ministry

Rev. Fr. Jiby Panachickal CMI: Councillor
for Social Apostolate

Rev. Fr. Renish Puthussery CMI: Coun-
cillor for Education and Communication
Media

Rev. Fr. Biju Naduthottiyil CMI: Council-
lor for Finance and Agriculture

Rev. Fr. Abin Changemcheril CMI: Provin-
cial Auditor

Animation Program for Superiors, Pre-
fects, and Directors

An animation program for the Superiors,
Prefects, and Directors of the houses and
institutions of CMI St Paul's Province
Mysuru was scheduled for June 2™ and
3, 2023. On the first day, the Provincial
Superior, Rev. Fr Dr. Augustine Paimpal-
lil CMI, delivered the inaugural address.
The first input session was conducted
by Rev. Fr Josekutty Vadakkel CMI, who
spoke on the topic: "Christ - The Com-
passionate Leader - The Servant Model
of Leadership in Religious Life." The Vic-
ar General, Rev. Fr Josey Thamarassery
CMI, addressed the members in virtual
mode about the relevance and challeng-
es of CMI Communitarian Living Today,
as well as the Manual for Local Superiors.
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The third session focused on the topic of
"Discipline, Transparency, and Financial
Management: Essentials of Communi-
tarian Living" and was conducted by the
Provincial, Rev. Fr Augustine Paimpallil.
Mr Seby Mavely, CEO of Mysore Dioce-
san Educational Society, addressed the
members on the topic of "Care for Fam-
ily, Children, and Youth - Expectations of
Laity from the CMls."

On the second day, Rev. Fr Babu Mat-
tathil conducted a session on Documen-
tation and Auditing. Mr Mark D'Souza,
C.A., delivered an input session on Finan-
cial Transparency, Accounting, and Au-
diting. The animation program for the Su-
periors, Prefects, and Directors included
engaging group discussions and instruc-
tions and briefings by the department
councillors. The program concluded with
a final session led by Fr Provincial.

Perpetual Profession

On May 27, 2023, at Carmel Bhavan, we
celebrated the occasion of the perpetual
profession of three scholastics: Bro. Mejo
Jose Pampilly CMI, Bro. Sino Karikat-
tukanniyel CMI, and Bro. Vibin Mathoor
CMI. The ceremony, led by Fr Provincial
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as the main celebrant, was made even
more memorable by the inspiring homily
delivered by Fr Antony Akkappallil.

House Construction Works 2023

Under the 'Shaalegondu mane' and 'Ash-
ramakke ondumane'schemes, St Joseph's
Charitable Institutions, in collaboration
with Dharmaram College Bangalore, in-
itiated a house construction project for
two staff members of our institutions.
We express our gratitude to the brothers
from Dharmaram College for their assis-
tance in this noble endeavour.

Chavara Cup Cricket Tournament 2023

On the occasion of the death anniver-
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sary of St Kuriakose Elias Chavara, we
organized a one-day cricket tournament
in the spacious open playground of God-
dinapura Maraloor village, Nanjanagudu
Tg, Mysore. The event commenced with
an inaugural speech by Fr Pratheesh K
G CMI, the Secretary of the Social Work
Department, who motivated the youth to
develop a sportive attitude and engage in
productive activities.

Village Exposure Camp

In collaboration with Christ University
Bangalore, St Joseph's Charitable In-
stitutions organized a village exposure
program for the teachers and students
of Foreign Affairs at Christ Health and
Wellness Academy, Jettihundi, Mysuru.
The program included activities such as
sapling plantation, visits to government
schools, and interactions with the local
village community.

Christ Academy - Hallikerehundi -
Reopening of Nursery School

After the vacation, Christ Academy - Nur
sery School reopened in June 2023. Fr
Jibi Thomas, the Director, distributed
study materials to the students and ex-
tended his best wishes to the staff and

students for the new academic term.

International Yoga Day

On June 21, 2023, we celebrated Inter-
national Yoga Day at Shanti Nilaya, Hal-
likerehundi. The day aimed at creating
awareness about the benefits of prac-
ticing yoga. This year's theme, "Yoga for
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam," emphasized
the concept of "the world is one family."
We are grateful to all the staff and stu-
dents who participated in this event.
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l DEVAMATHA PROVINCE, THRISSUR N

22" Provincial Synaxis

22" Provincial Synaxis was held at Je-
rusalem Retreat centre, Thalore on
April 10-14, 2023. Fr Jose Nandhikkara
CMI (Provincial), Fr Davy Kavungal CMI
(Councillor for pastoral department &
Vicar Provincial), Fr Santhosh Mund-
anmani CMI (Councillor for Education
and Media), Fr George Kallukkaran CMI
(Councillor for Finance and Agriculture
department), Fr George Thottan CMI
(Councilor for Social Apostolate Depart-
ment) and FrJose Thanickal CMI (Auditor)
are the new provincial council members.

Vocation camp

We conducted a three day vocation camp
at Chavara Bhavan, Thangaloor. This
year we had a good number of students,
around 35 in vocation camp. Many of our
fathers, both offline and online, shared
their vocation experiences. The partici-
pants visited the monasteries, social, ed-
ucational and pastoral service centres of
Devamatha Province.

Varandarappilly

This year Devamatha province is blessed
with 15 aspirants at St. Pius X" Aspirants’
house, Varandarappilly along with newly
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appointed Rector, Fr Joice Eluvathingal
CML.

The Regional Conference of
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Region,
Dhule- Maharashtra

The following are the members of the
Regional council:

Regional Superior: Rev. Fr. Joy Vattoly
(Sr)CMI

Councillor for Pastoral Ministry & Evan-
gelization: Rev. Fr. Joshy Thekkuden CMI

Councillor for Education & Mass Media:
Rev. Fr. Tenny Parakka CMI

Councillor for Social Apostolate: Rev. Fr.
Sijo Chonedan CMI

Councillor for Finance & Agriculture:
Rev. Fr. Jaison Vadakethala CMI

Auditor: Rev. Fr. Stephen Koola CMI
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The Regional Conference of St. Thomas 109t Birthday celebration of Servant
Region, East Africa. of God Fr Canisius Thekkekkara CMI

We celebrated the 109t Birthday of Serv-
ant of God Fr Canisius Thekkekkara CMI
on 12t May at Anandhapuram Parish.

The following were elected as the mem-
bers of the Regional Council:

Regional Superior: Fr Johny Thachupara-
mpil CMI

Councillor for Evangelisation and Pasto-
ral Ministry: Fr Shaju Chiramel CMI

Councillor for Education and Mass Me-
dia: Fr Christopher Makau CMI

Councillor for Social Apostolate: Fr. Alex-
ander Mutua CMI

Councillor for Finance and Agriculture:
Fr Ajith Pullokaran CMI We solemnly celebrated the Final pro-

fession of 9 scholastics on 25™ May at
Jerusalem Retreat Centre, Thalore. This
Superiors’ Animation Program. year it was a combined celebration of
‘ Devamatha (2 Scholastics), Preshitha (6
Scholastics) and St. Paul (1 Scholastic)
provinces.

Auditor: Fr Tintu Gopurathingal CMI

Novitiate News

This year our 3 novices and 6 postulants
joined with Preshitha Province at Ve-
lamthavalam for completing their Noviti-
ate and 4 of our Brothers from Madagas-
car came to Kenya for completing their
novitiate along with six brothers from
Kenya ( Preshitha Province - 2 & East Af-
rican Mission - 4)

The superiors’ animation program was
conducted from 9to 11 June, 2023.
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Parish camps

During the summer vacation our broth-
ers conducted different parish and school
camps named after “Hrusam 2023. It was
a wonderful and fruitful experience to
our brothers.

THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

B DHARMARAM COLLEGE, BENGALURU IS

Academic Year Inauguration

The DVK Academic Year 2023-24
commenced with a Solemn Eucharis-
tic Celebration presided over by Fr. Joy
Kakkanatt, the DVK President at Dhar-
maram Chapel on 1 June 2023. Fr. Vargh-
ese Vithayathil, the Rector of Dharmar-
am College, preached the homily during
which he called upon the students and
staff to do ecclesiastical studies to build
an inclusive society and the Church. The
formal inauguration of the academic year
was done at the JBC auditorium by the
DVK President. In his inaugural address
he stressed on the need to enlarge the
space of our tent of faith-living by recog-
nizing the dignity of every human being
by discerning the power of the Holy Spir-
it working in various creative initiatives
to bring harmony and peace both within
and outside the Church.

Farewell to Bro. Joseph Muttanolil, Fr.
Mathew Koikkara and Fr. Sebastian
Elanjickal

Dharmaram community bid farewell to
Bro. Joseph Muttanolil on 3rd June. He
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had been serving Dharmaram for more
than forty years as the head of the mess
department. Fr. Varghese Koluthara fe-
licitated him for the outstanding service
that he rendered to the community. He
was a source of inspiration for the fa-
thers and brothers of Dharmaram. He
impressed everybody through his mas-
terful integration of work and prayer,
efficient managerial skills, and com-
passionate dealings. Fr. Rector draped
Brother Joseph with a shawl and gave
him a gift as a mark of love and affec-
tion for the Dharmaram community. As
a tribute to Bro. Joseph, the brothers of
Dharmaram presented a video highlight-
ing the elegant presence and service of
Brother Joseph at Dharmaram. Fr. Peter
Kochalumkal felicitated Fr. Mathew Koi-
kara and Fr. Sebastian Elanjickal as they
bid farewell to Dharmaram. Fr. Mathew
Koikkara performed a variety of servic-
es for the Dharmaram community and in
the Mandya diocese. He taught Theolo-
gy at DVK and was a master of students
at Dharmaram College. He has held the
position of Vicar General of the Mandya
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diocese after serving as vicar of several
parishes. He proved to be a compassion-
ate pastor and a friend of youth and chil-
dren, winning the respect of the people
of the Mandya diocese. The parishioners
have expressed a great deal of apprecia-
tion for his zeal for pastoral ministry. He
received a fond farewell from Dharmar-
am and the Mandya diocese after being
chosen as the Vicar Provincial of the Sa-

cred Heart Province Kochi. Fr. Sebastian
Elanjickal has been serving as the coor-
dinator of Christ Group of Schools for
the past 3 years. He made a remarkable
contribution to the growth of the institu-
tions during his tenure. Dharmaram bid
him farewell following his transfer as su-
perior of Nilamangala Campus.

Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

On 18 June 2023, Dharmaram celebrat-
ed the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Fr. Rector served as the main celebrant
of the concelebration and Fr. Varghese
Puthuparambil gave the day’s message
which emphasized Jesus’ command to
love with a compassionate heart. The
Holy Qurbana was followed by the
Eucharistic procession to the JBC audi-
torium at DVK. A large number of parish-
ioners, brothers, and sisters from neigh-
boring communities participated in the
events.

Sapthathi Celebration of Fr. Rector

Dharmaram community celebrated the
70 birthday of Fr. Rector with great
pomp on 17 June 2023. Fr. Paulachan
Kochappally felicitated Fr Rector with a
brief description of Fr. Rector’s contribu-
tion to the congregation. Bro. Arun Eyy-
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alil of third-year theology felicitated Fr
Rector sharing his experiences with him.
Brothers of different sections expressed
their love towards Fr Rector through dif-
ferent programmes.

v

Conference by Fr. Rector

Fr Rector addressed the Dharmaram
community on 15 June 2023. During
the session, he stressed the importance
of being a joyful religious. The word joy
is repeated 430 times in the New Testa-
ment. Joy is the infallible sign of the pres-
ence of God, he quoted Teilhard de Char-
din. The meeting concluded with some
points for reflection for a meaningful life
at Dharmaram.

Adieu to Fr. Augustine Paimpallil and
Fr. Wilson Chakkyath

Dharmaram community accorded a fond
farewell to Rev Frs. Augustine Paimpallil
and Wilson Chakkyath on 6 June 2023.
They have been elected as the Provincial
of St Paul’s Province, Mysore, and Vicar
Provincial of Preshita Province, Coim-
batore respectively last April. Fr. Benny
Tharakkunnel felicitated them for their
sincere and dedicated services to the
Dharmaram community. Fr. Augustine
rendered yeoman service in the field of
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education as the Principal of the Christ
School for many years. Fr. Wilson served
DVK as the professor of Psychology and
Counselling and as the Master of stu-
dents at Dharmaram College and KECSH.

Freshers Day Celebration

Rev Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, the Rector
of Dharmaram College, officially wel-
comed the new staff members, student
priests and scholastics to the larger
Dharmaram family on 25 June 2023. DIE
ZEITENWENDE (a Historical turning
point), the formal welcome ceremony
was held in the evening. Fr. Rector, in his
message, expressed the hope that the
coming of the newcomers to Dharmaram
would turn out to be a ‘Zeitenwende’ in
their lives. He called upon the community
towork hard for the realization of the ex-
pectations of the Church and the congre-
gation. The cultural program with music,
dance, skit, and other events staged by
the E Section brothers was well appreci-
ated.

Staff Enhancement Programme

The Staff enhancement programme for
the DVK staff was held at Devadan Ken-
geri from 9 to 11 June 2023. During the
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program Fr. Jeff Shawn introduced the
advantages and challenges of Artificial
Intelligence in the academic world.

‘Revive the Fire’ Spiritual Orientation
Program

Dharmaram conducted an orientation
program on Spiritual Direction named
‘Revive the Fire’ on 20 June. Fr. Paulson
Veliyannoor CMF lead the session. Dur-
ing the talk, he emphasised the need to
enkindle the fire of the Holy Spirit to lead
a meaningful Spiritual life.

Prayer for Manipur

On 23 June 2023, Dharmaram organized
a prayer service in support of the people
of Manipur. The event featured a pres-
entation by Fr. Johnson Thekkadayil, who
had first-hand knowledge of the atroci-
ties committed against the Christians in
Manipur. The session concluded by in-
voking the intervention of the Almighty
for the return of peace and social harmo-
ny in Manipur. Brothers formed a human
chain to express their solidarity with the
people of Manipur.

Chavara Lectures

DVK Centre for Study and Research
on St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara held the
tenth Chavara Lectures on 23 June 2023.
Dr. Betsy Thomas, the Principal of Ama-
la Medical College Thrissur, was the
resource person. Dr. Betsy highlighted

the three distinct ministries that made
St. Chavara the face of development in
Kerala based on her own experience and
knowledge of the saint. She discussed
St. Chavara’s advice for raising children
and the modern issues facing children
and youth in the context of Chavarul. She
outlined St. Chavara’s vision for creating
a just society where women serve as a
catalyst for social change while focusing
on his work to empower women.

Bishop Justin Ain Soongie
at Dharmaram

His Excellency Bishop Justin Ain Soong-
ie, the Auxilliary Bishop of Wabag, Pap-
ua New Guinea visited and addressed
Dharmaram Community on 1 June 2023.
While appreciating the missionary en-
deavours of the CMls in Papua New
Guinea, he called upon the scholastics to
inflame their missionary zeal and venture
out to the peripheries where the Church
is struggling to bring the Good News of
Christ to the poor. He welcomed mission-
aries to his diocese.
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H DARSANA, WARDHA I

New Captain for Darsana

On may 6 the Darsana family received
the new captain to lead it. Rev. Fr. Francis
Aykaraparampil CMI, the newly appoint-
ed Rector of Darsana Mission Philoso-
phate was warmly received by the mem-
bers. Darsana extended a due welcome
to him as he assumed his new office.

Arrival of the New Buds

¥ M3l B

16 brothers of the new academic batch
have arrived at Darsana on 9t June. All
the fathers and senior brothers duly
welcomed them. They had a welcoming
session in the morning in the Darsana
chapel. They had aweek-long orientation
program prepared by the seniors.

DEBUT -2K23’
All the Darsanites testifies that Darsa-
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na provides ample opportunity for each
member magnanimously. On 15" June,
we had ‘DEBUT’ an event where the
new comers have expressed their dis-
tinguished talents. Fr. Francis Aykara-
parampil CMI, the Rector of Darsana,
presided over the function. The brothers
have found it an occasion to bloom into
vibrant colours.

Darsana offers a podium for every indi-
vidual TO DREAM, TO DESIRE, TO DE-
TERMINE and TO DECIDE their desti-
ny. On 19% June, in connection with the
inauguration of the new academic year
2023-24, the solemn Divine Liturgy was
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presided over by Rev. Dr. Josey Thamar-
assery CMI, the Vicar General of the CMI
congregation and Rev Dr. Sijo Cheru-
karayil CMF was the homilist. In the in-
augural session, Rev Fr Rector welcomed
the gathering and Rev Fr Vicar General
inaugurated the new academic year. Rev
Fr Vincent Pangola, the Forane Vicar, was
the president of the function and Rev Dr.
Mathew Attumkal CMI, the Dean, Fac-
ulty of Philosophy, DVK, delivered the
orientation talk. The members from dif-
ferent neighbouring communities were
also present to bless the occasion. Vari-
ous programs by our students made the
joy boundless.

ADIEU to Our Fathers

In the evening on 25% June, Darsana
bid farewell to our dearest fathers, Fr.
George Kulangara CMI, the former Rec-
tor, Fr.Jino Valiyaparambil CMI the for-
mer Administrator and Fr. Blessen Pet-
tickal CMI, the former Animator. The
Darsana family is very indebted to all
these personalities for their hard work
and commitment towards us. Rev.Fr.
Augustine Keemattam CMI was given
farewell on 6t June with gratitude for

his dedicated service and commitment to
the Darsana family.

SANT CHAVARA SCHOOL
PRAVESHOTSAV-2K23

The new academic year 2023-24 was
inaugurated on 15% of June 2023 by giv-
ing a formal welcome to the nursery stu-
dents and the new comers.

ll CARMEL VIDYA BHAVAN, PUNE _

Welcome to the Newbies

Carmel Vidya Bhavan (CVB) welcomed
its new Rector Fr James Thayil CMI on
26 May 2023. The Brothers of the Third
and Second Years threw a welcome par-
ty to officially welcome the New Rector
and the Seven first-year Brothers to Car-
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mel Vidya Bhavan. The New comers be-
gan their journey in CVB with a retreat
preached by Fr. James Thayil CMI.

Farewell to the Deacons

e
,‘ch' org
\A, l;u :'Ei

' ’f i 1& Rowl

The farewell gathering in honour of
the four Deacons of CVB who complet-
ed their Theological Studies at Jnana
Deepa was held on July 06, 2023. They
expressed their sentiments of gratitude
and fidelity for CVB as they moved out
from the Carmel campus having success-
fully completed their theological forma-
tion.

Adieu Fr Joy Puthussery CMI

Fr Joy Puthussery CMI, who served CVB
for six years as Rector of CVB, Vicar of
Carmel Parish and Manager of Christ
College was accorded a grand farewell
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on July 26, 2023. The Brothers put up
various cultural and fun-filled activities
to add colours to the programme. Fr.
Joy’s services were gratefully recounted
by all. The community wished him well in
his new assignment as Superior of CMI
Bhavan, New Delhi, and Parish Priest of
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Parish, Hari-
nagar, New Delhi.

Carmel Feast

The Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
the titular feast of CVB was solemnly cel-
ebrated. The programme stretched over
three days. On July 14 a High-Tea was ar-
ranged, as per the tradition, for the Jnana
Deepa community. Faculty members and
students came for the High-Tea. On July
15, a Prayer cum Dinner gathering was
held for the superiors of the surrounding
communities. A short video on the Car-
melite Tradition and CMI Congregation,
produced by CVB was screened. On 16
July ajoint celebration of the feast—with
the parish community, the CVB commu-
nity and the CMC sisters—was arranged.
It was an occasion to review and re-live
the Carmelite charism of interiority, deep
prayer and fraternal love.



Reception to the Relics of
St John Paul Il

On 14 July 2023 the Carmel community
was privileged to welcome the relics of

St. John Paul Il. The relics, which is be-
ing carried around the cities and villages
across India reached Pune and stayed
with the Carmel community (at the Par-
ish) for four hours. This pilgrim journey
of St. John Paul Il was being organized
by the Jesus Youth under the banner of
Jaago Yathra. Fr James Thayil, the Rector
and Parish Priest of Carmel received the
Relics and carried it in a solemn proces-
sion to the Carmel Church where, a large
gathering of faithful participated in the
vigil service and veneration of the great
saint of our times, St. John Paul Il.

l CHAVARA CULTURAL CENTERE, KOCHI I

GRINGHAUMI®IGIMo @RYGLI1aH]a))

@RANIOVaH(SAUMI®IGEIMo HHH0afl EHIBq]
GOUM  Hald®)A0ODO  qYIGlod)  Hoag
©2103caI$TVeNd, MMI®  Wlaavem 93
2210SMo §aIT®). oIaV ale ailz odmblw)o
HOOF NIOHE HENITIYA0W  ENAV  GAG]
amleno  MI®  AwlEavemye  @alda)
Blalo 6@SIWa)). aHOLY OB, @REDLY U
QlaGla) 2ISEEEIG3 aNd. CGODAY al)®)GYQal
Ml.ag)o.0ag), and. @RMIG3 adlefla] al.ag)o.
®af), aNd. AOMY) H1CIVWIANM MVl.ag)o.0ay),
QG &6nIaM], @RICM0U3 Woydo, GRD
Vel 2OMY), af)MVIAUAR (alTVoUIlay).

aLIn s) GRYOI (Ao ((anemi OS> )

210010 Mail WASSIB adleilo BTVIESTVJI
®)o @AW  (ADdWHIVTWIVIHMRW)0
MW HMIEINQIJOMI@3 (6NNGEMI HaldW
elloquald qLoQlWIMo HalT® (aN6T GO
oWl alelafl@o eI S @RO3anS
(lo0e@] ©S). 210010 aleRfles H6RIENIO]
a00g8l@8  (a13dWlaflaf). 2108E] a2l0aigload
G@OEWES HOSoMU1OM 2 YAIS)a NISla] CLEI®
aHROI®MO0W  ealdabeloaqual  qVEand3
o@oa8, QYIRS @Pa] MVoMTB00CIOG BW)

000  @RYQIBRAIMANAOW  AVAMILIlH:
GRG0 MY  milulawlenns  aloa))
#05)aM).

GEIV®DaIGRISMY
@RAIG?IOEIMo @R 2Idla))

GRIG DalGRISM) G@RAIE0UEIMEOIMOSM)
euaWla] 210010 HWB2J0@8  ©HAVA,
OMBAYIQLS GanB HENBAVLAAG H(aI0FHHT,
GMHIMaNAEOAHM B0al @emMavyad ail
He@ay oavma, TVoMUNIM  DalGRIBMY
AaB@Hoalm LA, olGlAUROM  og)an]
QAWIOS TVoW)BMIEIN)AILOTNTI GRIOGHDal
CRIBMY  @OAUBIEIMo  avocaiSlaflay.
eoam(sed @ralalmlaiesqglal (Sleniyemad
2 Wlauy@3 HamId REYlas qMIG3 GaIdS,
DalGRIGMY @RAIGBIEIMo OECLI0SMo 6al
T®). af)OsMIB,To el DalCRIS®Y ®BHS
al01a000  HATaUND Lom\ﬂ(wnjf’ awl.enil.
enilm) M6y (alRIaH6Mo MSOBL.

SAAVEMBMAN0 )MV (aldIWdMAL)o

a1 allea®ommm fymle  Reim
"ol QlNE] )M a )T EHODIONG (ol
@000Mo &)(aldan. af)@V. GRIMVaN (aldH00d
Mo §21F®). (20BN HMEO06M @YY (Al

35

CARMELASADESAM | JUNE 2023



@ aB3Q)QI06EEl. ME®ISMNITWla] 210010
alenfles  eeelmIoldlaeala]  eallavean
8Mo avoreiSlafla)). a@I® a)TOH6IBUD
@RAIOClo I8N @IM0 NGV  af)9}Om)
@000 alGlalWea|S;OMMOCIMMBS Vo]
@36l G:ailruemsmo.

D@ AVMaNIBGAVo Y MON0
LI VGEET s OTNE

YA FAlMEOomISMENITWla]  a®aVD
20033 VoAl MVAVA(ald®ENo TVorel
Slajlaj).  @Ulag)o.®ag).  ALOMAOIEALAIM
Qileomo 2MOm3 HDeMaVIAIA and. enile) als
GBNT3 BRELISHHUD QlaOla] 2ISE33 Oaldan.

af)o. O&. qVOM) ©A3CLINSMo 6D
2T . MOOOVWEM»)0)a], SloR.
aflemod  ag)o.ag)@3.af)., GWI. af)o. VI

Aleflal @)@208, AMaHyOQIB00 B laHMd
MM BRYE:SIoV) 210BCASAVEM all. G200
mEoaY, quodlml aRWIB, @memavleld
AlODR af)@V. GAEMOM, aN0. Galdoudcmel
@905, (001E0AG M  GIVAI  @RYUoRo
@102l B0 VEM] B&HIEMOIMBOT] VIO ld
MM Q)OLINVAIG al6)H>S)OIm).

G2206MGaldud Amy@ avonaislafla)y

@1OBHLOIE:Y TTY0 ) $) 01 B00M) A0
€206MEalogle0d 6aM02102010@aHlH:COmO
sMENITWla] GROMEAI0Ud MA@ qvocel
Slajlaj). ©(al0al af)o.Odh. TLOM) MEY(ald
80aM6Mo  MSO].  GRIMIGIOUd  of)9 o)l
GHOB MVOaOIMY BREHIBA] (aldVlRLIB:Gla
(al@GatWo @ &ail®o ail.oeR @radem]
ag)M a0 Oaldan. af)o. O, TVIMY,
af)06MOB:)B0 af)o.af)@3.af). SLoR. aflemos]a)
M@ (AlhH0UWMo §21T D).

CWIBAWM HOEIMIN

maIde Ryenileileosmyeniauilay) avoeel
Slajla) cWoWdAWd e@EMOM (830dam ail
210068BU3) af)o. O, ALOM) DEALISMo
0210®). QAUBHUEBB)OS 2101288  B03
o l(@6BBUE  BOGEIV)OMO0  alih)lay).

36

CARMELASADESAM | JUNE 2023

CHOBOMIOLI @RYBY NIRY 2182 O)S
@310 2100100103 Q12J0HEMaN)o @®)
Galooel al)daleilosn®lno  eaualmoad
avoaaiSlafla)) @GRG Hald@TVR)OCII1GE
218240210 ®) GH0S8 HOaO0CHNHIS] flw]
MGl @ O RAYIAT e, MO0
WEMHN)0)a] AI0W)HHWIENBOW]. AGITN®
TUDA0YBEDIN  cAURHWIO)ES], &EI0
MVI0MIE0B1E: PoW@M) MIOTVLOATIW MO
@Yo 2I0AOWIOS  TVIAUGER  EMFAD
eemam) sl .oR .allemosd ag)o.af)@3 af)
al06101D).

avyudapezienileil avadaimavemsmo

Zyendlell L2 INIVEIASMo  af)OMIB:)Bo
SMENYa00831@3 MVl.ag)o.0af). (N3 RMOOU3
0Ql. an9. MDAV 2lEMoaloMil@d aUl.ag)o.
©af). GRELYGHHU® Qlalla] 21S60B1G3 alvdile
NIoouwd waIdema@ ecawo. avl.ail. @ryma3

@NIOMS  ©30LI0SMo  §210®).  210QI0
mAMIB OAUBEMA  (ald000Mo  HalTO).
QIJQUIMO®, WA Ald)a] A alfl. 0ol
26y (AlROAHEMO MSOM].  (aldMV® @10
SOLNOBYO0)  GROMCaIOSOM  TVDOEMO
Ao aBBO|S)OTIW (allDD EGERINBEAIOU3
@OBOLO0ANOMIBH000  “0NO @O MY
0305”  al@OMOR  COSHLNOEIOMOW
ot ©alo®AUOSIM 25,000 ©)al®)o (alUd
MO al(@0)o OAIY 6N VaIBemAa
avl.ail. @em®memIoTs madafla)). @sdam
(M@ BHLOG DA Blal HAOMW)o
slojo  @RAIMGla{len)am  &IDG MO
@OG6EBA.



THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

Mo I® MVOWIamMo AVoreISlaflafy

GRIDG: B05IMVo GENIDWAIGIBH MMMV 210
QEMEOMISMNIMWla] 210010  HUB2JO®D
OaVMAB, HalQ@AV  ERIENT ANDEENBAUOY
alB0STECOMINS, HEIG @OV SL6M HCS
$ad  qowl® aLOWOaMo  avoreislafla)).
ORGSO af)o.(W] @jo MM Wl.&El.all @MW
GRIDGHMILN H6NInO0 aldlaldsS] ©3eeIdSMo
©210®). &gl M0y M@ BoanlTLd
. O, DaH 06 I§(AIRaHEMo MSTMI. (al
DOM® HLOG NEOVBHIW)o aldludlele:)
290 B3lal B30 ElMEUHIWIBS ) S1B:EC30
9S0qjo MO0 GRAIGGlaflay).

Al vO)® (allDo @OU) QAUIBEM OIGR(MB MO
Oles) MO0, ®enIel (al®le MWl
@pQAQ, aolBITNOM]  NOWHMIW Sl adl
alleals;, KW mowlmo allRw] (I
auedl, QIBY  HRIDGIOMOO0W  MITVLA
0Sa|ss], 9IS §aldaMos], Galdwd ©0g,
@RASITY a0qR ag)an1AIQ G2 I@OINI0)EHIW
oM I AVIWIAMO HIMIHUBHE (VDA AV
316QO) 6.

aB@Elm AyS@®I®I aflld:avm
w1eialwIel-&S1W)o 320310

210QI0  HUWB2J0@3 ©aVMWClOM  GREIM6IY
OIT3 BHISWo Labﬂoom(sgsﬁmﬂ@ag Va0
HH06MEOMINS Qi3 08MO1B:UBHHIW] afds
Blm iyl afle:arumusleialuooel “eglw)o
H0030N0” MocLISlafla)). al@luolels: Baud)
HBOW af). oll. ORIV, @M MDAV
)10 UB1EIAlUDOLIBE EMM{®Io MT3
B O.

and. @MIG3 adleila] avl.ago.eag)
210010 &¢32J0@3 HAVAFE WWORAD

210010 &UB2J003 HAVAZOIONG WWO[H0OW
and. @M@ adlefla] aUl.ag)o.0ag) ala®el
CWQ). OHVFICHNIS H(aI0ANMIV @ROVAIW
and. @M@ aflella] 2e1Os8eWIGE il
QBaNo  eRA@eMlelMo MO BHeAyem]
GHOaUMI@3  eniloyzomanoeniloyzano  6m
Slolgyens. alelafll@ aquoailwom@mIed enil

0)BOMIDO WEaIODWBN)GU0aHo LIS GERO
@ aLoallwoMo E2IT® ©AISNISIOM al)
Moo MG TVaOTLoANWIWEMO
loymy. awyoo D Rlalldo, eeassludmd
GH0all a0DAV  of)aMT N  DLIVIs
alelafl®eeBud  quoallwomo e ald@lg)ens.
2W)00 MM R1all®o 34-00D OBHOTILOTD
e03AMIaueM@3 adleilo anqulaleild afleaf
2N@OIM)88  @PADAEW  HOILORSBS.
VoWV HM, (ICIAHBHNY, GRAIMIVH:M,
af) JOMBHO0M o) Mlelssgleno quxl
QIR0EM. 210010 MUEe)U8 &30an af)WlGlod’
& afleflo ©#aTsslod), 0eLIal HMY 210M@3,
e W™l 20MUle:  af)aIUIOS &0
03338ulwoeM and. @PMIE3 adlefla].

(@161n ®lcwQd wleialudoel

210010 $UWB2J00s HAVAZoIOM 3 FlaiTve o
®leQd Blodalvooel  aVlag)o.eag). TVE
aLOMAOYEIVAIM Al RBMOGE  HDEND
avleld and. enilr) QISEHNT@ TVl.ag)o.eag).
930210sMo HaIP®) and. @EMIA3 afleila]
@RRELYAH® Qlallaf). MlMIa, @A ©o
OO (Al ®O0W Ail.Sl. (alav)em, eZlee20
. DOMY), GWo. oMl ex.6nil., 63Us
Q@ @(alo, af)MIAUOYOS CMDIIGHILI0EN)
& 30Mi qvoeISlafla)o.

af) QJOMBHOGIWY0 VOB (A IAIBBI W)
00 OMR BS®IG] TVAIAIMAEIAUTLEMIGI
2)6150@ AoV 0IM). B 0MIcNEBBUE @A
®Glajla] MISH0 aBOO a0yBI20WV0)M).

MWlafl ai8slapjoomlanag
@RUIM] @RYGLIdaH]a])

(IS NIEITVIaSI® 0008 MVl |l aIss]
2 OO af)eMal®o aloaMIud (@RUDID)
@RGLI0Hla)). MARSIG3 MIaM)o G2I103aM)
GaldGOHNIANMN MMWIHSWIo ALV
03 OM1HFW)0 BOAUMWHSW)0 MO aldl
OHUIHHOM, B)SlOMo af)(@ QULNDOIWO
210 MaiSHISIEAIIBHIO® TV)HH]H6HO
MWlafl a18slajoomleOd  MVoRIAIM:UD

37

CARMELASADESAM | JUNE 2023



THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

DaOOMOVMINMAN  Haldal. af)o. EMO  BRMIMVAOEMARe M@  TLIWIAMAI)o
2T 20O @RE10We]S) - avoreiSlaflaf). Ol0aDIVA@ ag)o. O, TVIM)
OO LAWY DBCLISMo  OalT®).
)@@ al(@(AlAUBOMHM  af)03.00W
QMBS M6 (alBOaHEMo MSOB]. Mo 1®
MolWOVWESHM  MUIEMaUYMY, af). MBS
1208 o) mlad  alo®:s)om).@)sBM) 8oy
&0 206HlOG NIMEBBUE BRAIMGla{lee)am
Mo I®IVAWIW)0 VoISl {lay).

all. @M@0M 2mud®momicdlw)oe

[ )& @MIU)
22 ol RIMAEM, ERMINAALDNIZ
‘ WotAMMIWIar 4

20010 B 9J0TD BT s
2023 6y 31,615 ‘N?" ‘w

ge0sns

Mo I® AVIWIaMAaljo MVoIS]aflay)

0an)o. 08, Miom;
4 %6 (iR0riem: % ) e

2EIVWOSOMIOG Da00(alGIE VIMO 2IVN®I]
allafl@® TVoQllWOWE:M MSa MIBERO®IAT
af)MEEBOM 221VIs8IINIATES B0EHIMI
QDO MVORIAIMEHUB MTIHIW BOMSBOM
2OQUOYES RDO®IMJIEISM)eNITWla]

He heals the
wounds of every
shattered
heart.

Psalms 147:3-5
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Fr. Jacob Peenikaparambil

Media reports in India from time to
time and study reports of international
organizations vindicate increasing vio-
lent attacks on Muslims and Christians
in India in the recent times. The attacks
are mostly carried out by the right-wing
groups affiliated to the RSS-BJP com-
bine. Prominent among them are Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and Bajrang Dal, the foot
soldiers of the Sangh Parivar. Often the
police remain silent spectators when the
attacks take place and sometimes the at-
tacks are taking place with the tacit sup-
port of the police and the authorities in
charge of law and order.

Most of the BJP state governments
amended the anti-conversion laws to
make them very stringent with harsh
punishments. Even conducting prayer in
a place can be interpreted as a method of
religious conversion, if any non-Christian
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happens to be a participant in it. In 2022,
there were over 550 violent attacks on
India’s Christians, according to the Unit-
ed Christian Front (UCF), an Indian NGO.
This is the largest number for any year on
record.

In March 2022, the Archbishop of Ban-
galore, Peter Machado, filed a petition
in the Supreme Court to look at the “sin-
ister phenomenon of violence” and “tar-
geted hate speech” against Christians in
some parts of India. Because of the sharp
rise in the number of cases of violence
against Christians in recent years, Chris-
tiansin India now live in a ‘climate of fear’,
the archbishop stated in his plea.

At the onset of 2023, over a thousand
tribal Christians in Narayanpur and
Kondagon districts in Chhattisgarh, were
forced to flee their villages due to threats




of violence by right-wing groups. Vandal-
izing the Catholic church in Narayanpur
belonging to the diocese of Jagdalpur
was widely reported in the media in the
first week of January. Almost every day
the media report attacks on Christian
institutions or communities, especially
in the north and central India. The Times
of India reported on 26t June 2023 that
Bajrang Dal and VHP activists put up saf-
fron flags and wrote Jai Shri Ram on the
walls of a missionary-run school in UP’s
Kanpur Dehat, alleging religious conver-
sion in the school.

Filing false cases of religious conversion
against Christian institutions, bishops,
priests and nuns by the BJP governments
or members of the Hindutva organiza-
tions is another method adopted to har-
ass and defame Christian institutions.
This process also leads to violent reac-
tions from the right-wing groups.

The unprecedented violence and may-
hem that have been taking place in Ma-
nipur since May 3, 2021 is to be viewed
against the backdrop of increasing vio-
lence against Christians. The central and
state government have failed to douse
the fire of violence that has been burning
in Manipur for more than one and half
months.

As per the media reports more than 100
people died, about 50000 people have
been displaced after their homes have
been burnt and properties worth crores
of rupees have been destroyed. Differ-
ent reports give different figures of the
Churches burnt during the violence. Ac-
cording to the Archbishop of Imphal, 249
churches belonging to Meitei Christians
and churches in 200 Kuki villages i.e.,
more than 200 churches, were destroyed
during the violence.

The reports appeared in the media in-
dicate that the violence that started
was the result of a conflict between the
Meiteis who mainly live in the valley
and Kuki tribes who live in the hills. The
Meiteis who constitute about 52% of the
population have only 10% of the land
whereas the tribals, mainly Kukis, who
constitute 40% of the population have
90% of land mostly in the hills. At the
same time, the majority Meiteis control
politics and governance because out of
the 60 MLAs, 40 are Meiteis. Large ma-
jority of Meiteis are Hindus whereas the
Kukis are mostly Christians. The Meiteis
are better off than the Kukis on different
parameters.

The Meiteis have been demanding for
a long time to be included in the list of
Scheduled Tribes so that they would be
able to possess land in the tribal areas.
But the tribals have been opposing tooth
and nail the demand of the Meiteis. An
order of the Manipur High Court acting
Chief Justice Muralidharan, advising the
government of Manipur to send recom-
mendation to the government of India to
include Meitei in the ST list within four
weeks, was the immediate cause of trig-
gering the violence. All Tribal Students
Union Manipur (ATSUM) organized a Sol-
idarity Rally on 03 May 2023 to oppose
the decision of the High Court. It sparked
the violence that spread like a wild fire in
the state.

The violence that started as an ethnic
conflict between the Meiteis and Kukis
has taken the shape of a communal riot
between the Meitei Hindus and the Kuki
Christians. A good number of media re-
ports and people who visited Manipur
hold the view that the state government
and the central government are support-
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ing the Hindu Meiteis and allowing them
to loot weapons and ammunition from
the government armories and police sta-
tions. According to the archbishop of Im-
phal, “the involvement of a Third element
is visible and very much similar to the riot
in Gujarat and Kandhamal (Odisha)”.

The reluctance of the Central govern-
ment to impose president’s rule in spite
of the demand of the whole opposition
and the BJP MLAs belonging to Kuki
tribe, has created suspicion in the minds
of people regarding the intent of the cen-
tral government. The Prime Minister’s
silence ever since the violence started
appears to be a great mystery. The Prime
Minister in his Man ki Baat made refer-
ence to the cyclone in Gujarat, but no
mention was made about a greater dis-
aster in Manipur. Many people ask, “Is
Manipur violence also a replication of
the Gujarat riots of 2002 and Kandhamal
violence of 2008?” “Without doubt, the
BJP and their henchmen, who today rule
both the Manipur State and the Central
Government, are behind what is hap-
pening in Manipur today”, wrote human
rights activist Fr. Cedric Prakash S J in his
article, “Manipur Burning” published in
the Indian Currents (26t June 2023).

The response of the Church in India to
the rise in violence against Christians
could be short term and long term. As Fr.
Cedric Prakash suggested the immediate
responses could be the following.

e Let all Christian Churches (the CBClI,
the NCCI and the EFIl and others) come
together and hold media conference in
the National capital Delhi and make the
demand for the restoration of law and
order immediately; facilitating the safe
return of all tribal Christians to their
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respective places; providing adequate
monetary compensation for rebuilding
homes, churches and institutions and fil-
ing cases against all responsible for the
violence.

e A delegation of 100 Christian leaders
visiting Manipur to express solidarity
with the affected people, and being with
them.

e Organizing a National Protest Day
with huge gatherings in different cities
of India in order to highlight what is hap-
pening to the minorities, the Adivasis, the
Dalits and other vulnerable groups of the
country.

The long-term measures shall include ed-
ucating Christians about the monstrosity
of Hindutva ideology, eradicating fun-
damentalism from Christian groups and
Churches, resuming and strengthening
inter-faithdialogue, building a coalition of
different churches and Christian groups
to respond effectively to violence, and
promoting inculturation. Christians have
to take initiative to remove the percep-
tion that their allegiance is to the foreign
powers. Instilling the core Indian consti-
tutional values should be a top priority of
all Christian educational institutions.

What is happening in India today, par-
ticularly in Manipur, is the unfolding of
an ideology that perceives Muslims and
Christians as internal enemies of the
nation, an ideology that aims to keep
Muslims and Christians as second-class
citizens, an ideology that glorifies Hitler
who massacred 6 million jews. A fitting
response to this dangerous ideology
is disseminating the core teachings of
Jesus - love, forgiveness and compassion
- and promoting the Gandhian ideals of
truth and non-violence. =



CMI YEAR OF COMMUNITARIAN WITNESSING

THE CHURCH,
THE CHARISM,

THE FOUNDER
AND THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY

Fr Thomas Panthaplackal
INTRODUCTION

The Mystery of God is revealed in Jesus of
Nazareth, whose embodiment on earth is
the Church. Now whatever is carried out
in the Church is in and through the Holy
Spirit. Hence the author of each religious
institute in the Church is God Himself,
but it is through His human agents that
he works. Moulding certain person or
persons in the church with His Spirit,
God acts to meet the various needs of
the Church of that time. Thus the human
agent, the founder becomes the spiritual
channel of a religious institute. As time
goes, as a community, the Charism of the
founder has to be reincarnated by the
living members in space and time to keep
it concretely alive in the church. In order

to live the Charism of the congregation
properly, each member has to undergo a
personal conversion into the spirit of the
founder, as it is a gift from the Holy Spir-
it given in the community for the service
of the Church. Otherwise the gifts of the
institute will be misused for selfish inter-
ests, which is against the Holy Spirit since
the gifts are given for the welfare of oth-
ers. So the gifts or charisms become the
property of an individual or a communi-
ty only when they are incarnated from
the Holy Spirit and when they are made
use of for the good of the church. The
Charism identified by the religious con-
gregation must revolve around A NAME,
which brings its identity, A PROJECT
that is the apostolate specific to the con-
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gregation, and A COMMON WITNESS-
ING even if it is an individual or personal
act as the action is when related to the
charism of the community.

1. A NAME - CMI: Carmelites of Mary
Immaculate, by which my identity and
my relationship to other members of the
congregation are revealed.

e The name gives me a filial attachment
to my Blessed Mother as she is identified
with my religious family name.

e The name gives me a “We Feeling” and
belongingness to my community as it
is an extended family in the church and
world.

e The name gives me a common respon-
sibility to seek the will of God as a group
and share the loss and gain of the com-
munity as my own.

e My growth is identified with the
growth of my community, which is my
CMlI family.

e My satisfaction is the interests of my
community.

e The name CMI also separates me from
all other religious institutes and mem-
bers in the church, and my individuality
is projected among them with the dis-
tinctive characteristics of my religious
charism - Carmelite, Syro - Malabar and
Indian. As a consequence of my feelings
of identity with the name, | love the name
CMl, | attach CMI to my personal name,
| do enjoy hearing the name CMI, called
me by others and | will be proud of the
achievements of any member who is
identified with the CMI.
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2. A PROJECT: The CMl traits of the ap-
ostolic projects should be identified with
Carmelite, Syro - Malabar and Indian,
which are manifested in Contemplation
and Action. As a CMI project, all our ap-
ostolates should be the expression and
realization of the CMI Charism. Even if a
project is initiated by an individual and is
carried out by the same person, it has to
be worked out for the community with its
approval. Then the positive or negative
consequences resulting from the activity
may become the part of the community
and not merely of the individual because
of its co-responsibility.

e The success of a project depends on
the co-operation and the prayer support
of the member s.

e The relevance of a project depends on
meeting the needs of the times.

3. ACOMMON WITNESSING: Since the
members of an institute witness the same
Charism, they share the same values. It is
a creative contribution of every one as
each one meets the needs of the Church.
When the Charism of an individual or of a
community is clear, the witnessing is also
clear, specific and collective. It is then
faithful to and coherent with the spirit
of the RULE and NAME that express the
identity.

e Forgiveness is the daily bread of the
community in witnessing as the commu-
nity is formed not only of perfect per-
sons, but also who are in the process of
becoming perfect.

e They are pilgrims in faith on earth
marching forward trying to find joy every
day as a result of reconciliation.



COMMUNITY A VALUE
RADIATING

Formation in religious life is to prepare
the members to live in permanent com-
munion with God and men in contem-
plation, and to work as a team for the
well-being of the community and of the
Church and society as a whole. Religious
community is a value radiating centre
and religious are professionals in uphold-
ing the values in the world.

The founding Fathers of the CMI congre-
gation meant this when they started the
first religious house as a Darsana Veedu
(House of vision) and a Tapasu Bhavana
(House of discipline) at Mannanam as a
value radiating centre, aiming at the good
of the people (Chavara Chronicle p.1)

ST. CHAVARA'S VISION OF
LIFE

The purpose of religious life in the mind of
God according to St. Kuriakose Elias Cha-
vara is as follows. “Jesus Christ the Divya
Guru, has called you to follow His foot-
steps, by purchasing your soul and the
souls of your brethren with His Precious
blood, to save you from sin and make you
aninstrument of salvation for others; and
to make you virtuous and by you to make
others virtuous, thus to unite you all with
Him”. (Dhyanasallapangal p.50). In short,
‘sanctification of self and salvation of all’
is the aim of a religious institute. With
such avision St. Chavara enumerates the
essential characteristics of religious life.

1. Religious life is a spirit filled movement,
a replica of the First Christian Commu-
nity, a new model for the Church in the
world (BL. Chavara. Chronicle, p. 208).

2. Religious community is not man made
but God is its author, preserver and who
controls it with newness and dynamism
(BL. Chavara, Letters, p.90)

3. Religious members are to be consid-
ered children of the same mother and
the institute is a home for them (Letters,
p.100).

4. Strength of the comunity is not in the
thickness of the walls of the building but
the zeal and virtues of the members who
live init. (Letters, p. 94).

5. The destruction of a religious commu-
nity is possible not by any forces from
outside but is possible only by its mem-
bers, if they forget of their holy vocation,
or neglect the sacred duties of their state
of life or when they fail in practicing hu-
mility, charity, religious modesty and
genuine devotion (Letters, p. 90).

6. The significant mark of a true religious
is his ability for total self denial and for
perfect obedience as if he has no eyes or
ears (Letters, p.99).

7. Religious house is a Little Heaven on
earth when its members live in mutual
respect, respecting the higher authori-
ties, immediate superiors and among one
another (Letters, p.100).

8. Spiritual reading nourishes a religious
to love and enjoy solitude and when a
soul delights in solitude, Jesus Christ will
come to converse with it. This is a clear
way to spiritual life and perfection. (Let-
ters P. 116).

9. Deep friendship demands love and
love produces language to speak with
each other in love. So if there is true and
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deep love for Jesus, there will always be
sufficient matter to converse with Him
in meditation. (Dhyanasallapangal PP
14,15)

10. Religious life requires meditation.
But God can never join with a sinful
heart, so is with a sinful person in medita-
tion (Dhyanasallapangal PP. 15,16)

11. Those who proceed with a divine vo-
cation should stop a while and make a re-
view of his present life, as a traveler is on
his guard now and then to make sure that
he is on the right path (Dhyanasallapan-
gal PP. 49,50)

12. Thus St. Chavara touches various as-
pects in religious life such as evangelical
counsels, community life, spiritual read-
ing, solitude, meditation, examination
of conscience, reconciliation, practice of
virtues etc.

OF THE COMMUNITY

Religious communities are to fulfill the
mission of the Founder in the Church
in a particular historical context and in
specific geographical situations. So the
local community is not a museum, where
the founder’s relic is kept, but where the
founder is in action through the living
members.

Every member is a contributor to the
community and every inclination of the
individual is not necessarily an indication
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of the Charism. It has to be processed
in the community with the spirit of the
founder and the superior of the commu-
nity, as an animator. The community has a
greater role in this witnessing part of the
Charism. If the Charism is not in action
according to the spirit of the f ounder, the
particular congregation in the Church
will gradually die. Hence, the Holy Catho-
lic Church instructs the religious to check
and verify with the original Charism of
the congregation in their daily life of
prayer and action.

CONCLUSION

From time to time, it is the duty of each
member to check carefully his faithful-
ness regarding his life style in the congre-
gation, whether it is attuned to the spirit
of the founder, or whether he merely
enjoys the privileges which the institute
offers him as its member. When he is not
paying sufficient attention to fulfill his
duties, he becomes an instrument in dis-
torting the Charism and that will lead the
future generation to go away from the
founder’s spirit.

NB: 1. All citations from the four vol-
umes of the Complete Works of Chavara
are taken from the First Edition of 1982.

2. The Vision and message given in
this article can be applicable for any reli-
gious institute in the Church. =



BOOK REVIEW

Shmmg %Mdy %uchmg L’weJ

A life lived in humility, holiness and no-
bility, never deviating an inch from the
path shown by our savior Jesus Christ
needs to be highlighted, celebrated and
engraved on stone. Father George Olick-
al’'s was such a life. He lived a beautiful
life and this book Vir Nobilis is a befitting
tribute to this gentle soul. “Great truths
are very simple” (Fr. Joy Elamkunnapu-
zha). Father George’s life and work ex-
emplify this truth. He lived a simple and
pious life, silently proclaiming “my life
is a mini Gospel” (Sr. Lilly Grace), and he
was “a dynamic and adventurous Mis-
sionary” (Sr. Dr. Lissy Jose), who emerged
as a fountainhead of inspiration for fel-
low pilgrims, common people and future
travellers. His “small journey” ended and
found a “smooth passage into the shores

of eternity” (Fr. Thomas Chirappurath).

The articles in this book, authored by
Bishops, priests, sisters and lay people,
are remarkable for its authenticity, deep-
ly felt experiences with Fr. George and a
broad vision. Not a single piece comes
under the category of encomium. Every
writer has something special, substan-
tial and significant to write about Father
George, revealing some aspect of his
shining humanity, spiritual radiance and
down-to-earth existence. Fr. John Olick-
al, his brother, touchingly observes that
Fr. George fulfilled his goal for which he
left home in May 1954, as he was blessed
with Mother Mary’s vision at his death-
bed.

This memorabilia, | believe, is also a doc-
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ument on priesthood, its challenges and
modern relevance. How personal initia-
tive, purity of purpose, selfless dedication
and an all-embracing spirit can silently
and subtly enrich the entire community
gets revealed through these pages.

The last part of the book is a personal
tribute and reminiscences by Fr. Benny
Mukalel, the editor of the book. Interest-
ingly, Fr. George was ‘Kochettan” to Fr.
Benny and Fr. Benny was the ‘Kunjanu-
jan’ to the former. Both of them drew
strength and solace from each other. Is
it something that is extraordinary or ex-
ceptional? What | understand is that this
kind of bonds is akin to the “Koodapirap-
pukal” concept encouraged by the holy
founder Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara
who firmly believed that the communi-
ty becomes stronger and well-knit by
establishing such familial and enduring
bonds. As John Donne said, “No man is
anisland”.

The 52 letters that Fr. Benny received is
a great common treasure. They are no
more personal communication between
two priests. The neatly written letters
in strikingly superb handwriting, both
in English and Malayalam, reveal a lot
about the depth and dignity of the writ-
er. | find these letters endlessly fascinat-
ing, profoundly illuminating and moving.
His sensitive and subtle use of language
is commendable. (Interestingly, Fr. Joshy
Vazhappilly writes about Father’s pas-
sion for teaching English, and Wren and
Martin Grammar Exercises.)
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This last sectionis also remarkable for its
profuse poetic expressions. By the way;, it
was Robert Frost who opined that “poet-
ry begins in delight and ends in wisdom”.
(Incidentally, this is the hundredth year
of the publication of his most famous
poem “Stopping by Woods”). Poetry can
also begin in grief and end in wisdom. Fr.
Benny’s poems on the sad demise of Fr.
George has its origin in profound grief.
His poems imbued with humanness and
spiritual values wrapped up in apt met-
aphors have the power and beauty to
touch us deeply and take us on a con-
templative path. His poems are also an
affirmation and celebration of life and its
immense possibilities. Fr. Benny’s writing
endeavours in the face of uncontrollable
grief are quite appreciable. By writing
down his feelings and thoughts with ut-
most sincerity, he could find solace and
relief. His philosophical reflections in
prose have also got its origin in personal
grief at Fr. George’s departure. These are
thought-provoking and deeply moving
ponderings.

| understand that my short write-up is
unable to do justice to this phenomenal
work. | can only convey my sincerest
appreciation to everyone who made it
possible. | bow my head before this great
spiritual guru and wonderful human be-

ing.

Dr. T. K. Titus
Former HOD, Department of English
Janata College, Chandrapur
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“"WE CANNOT ALLDO

GREAT THINGS, BUT WE
CAN DO SMALL THINGS
WITH GREAT LOVE."

- MOTHER TERESA

.
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“THERE IS NO SAINT
WITHOUT A PAST,

NO SINNER WITHOUT A

FUTURE."

- ST. AUGUSTINE

—
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OBITUARY

e Rev. Fr Alphonse Padinjarekan-
jirathinkal CMI (86), St Joseph's Province,
KTM was called to eternal reward on
Thursday, 19 January 2023. The funeral
service was held on Sunday, 22 January
2023 at St Anne’s Monastery Kurianad.

e Rev. Fr Arsenius Pulluparambil CMI
(88), St Joseph’s Province, KTM was
called to eternal reward on Thursday, 19
January 2023. The funeral service was
held on Saturday, 21 January 2023 at St
John's Monastery, Mutholy.

e Rev. Fr Eleazer Vadakumchery CMI
(93), S H Province, Kochi, was called to
eternal rest on Wednesday, 29 March
2023. The funeral service was held on
Friday, 31 March 2023 at Sacred Heart
Provincial House, Kalamassery.

e Rev. Fr Mathew Njarakkatt CMI, Mar
Thoma Province, Chanda was called to
eternal reward on Saturday, 01 April
2023. The funeral service was held on
Tuesday, 04 April 2023 at Little Flower
Monastery, Manappuram.

e Rev. Fr Paul Donatus Alappatt CMI
(90), Devamatha Province, Thrissur was
called to eternal reward on Wednesday,
12 April 2023. The funeral service was
held on Saturday, 15 April 2023 at St
George’s Monastery, Kunnamkulam.

e Rev. Fr Alvin Vettiyadan CMI (84),
Mary Matha Vice Province, Hyderabad
was called to eternal reward on Satur-
day, 22 April 2023. The funeral service
was held on Monday, 24 April 2023 at St
Theresa’s Monastery, Ambazhakkad.

e Rev. Fr John Kachiramattam CMI (86),
St Joseph Province, Kottayam was called
to eternal reward on Monday, May 15
2023. The Funeral service was held on
Wednesday, May 17 2023 at St Vincent
Monastery, Pala.
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o%i0la)). 1966 )@@ 1969 QOO MNIOPB WAoo EHICBE HOKOOWIOYMM  enilatal
GROMOM OSVOBING HAV(HFOIWOW)o, WAENOVI0 GMHICBE @RYELIOCUE: (}0)AIOW)o
GaLAIMo EaIT®) ‘?)0)A2J0V’, ‘DOGRO2M af)dAMIOHH MVEManaldqjo allgleenalsloyan
eNIa0). a@ellwoavajem Udlady CVMIC AISOHO AIER®IM. EORUIG] HOAMAE HALAIMIA
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Rev. Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt CMI

1939-2022
Birth :05/05/1941 Profession :16/05/1961
Ordination :22/03/1969 Death :01/04/2023

Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt was born on May 05, 1941 as the second son of late Mrs.
Thresiamma and Mr. Joseph Njarakaatt. The family belonged to St. Michael’s
Church, Kavil parish in the archdiocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly. He had four siblings:
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éi\\ 7 eancestral home at Vayalar, Mrs. N. J Mary,a retired teacher and Mr. N. J. Sebas
7 the youngest sibling, who is the retired Registrar and Secretary of the National ¥
cil of Applied Economics Research, New Delhi.

After his schooling at St. Xavier’s Primary School, Vayalar and high school education
at Thaikkattussery the young Maathachan joined the CMI Congregation as aspirant
at Aluva and Koonammavu. After his Novitiate at Karukutty he made his First Vows
on 16 May 1964. After his philosophical and theological studies at Dharmaram Col-
lege, Bengaluru, he was ordained a priest on 22 March 1969.

Father Mathew Njarakkatt came to Chanda Mission in 1971. After some language
studies at Ambikapur, he was appointed at Prabhu Sadan CMI Monastery, Tarsa. His
interest was in helping the people in the remote areas through agriculture. Along with
Fr. James Thottappilly CMI, he took efforts to make the large fields of the Monastery
cultivable. Some fruit and shade trees were planted adding to the beauty of the mon-
astery which was situated on the banks of river Wainganga. During his five-year stay
at Tarsa, he took special training in agriculture and helped out the villagers to go for
better methods of farming leading to higher yields.

In 1976 he moved to a remote village called Kopreli in today’s Gadchiroli district and
founded the mission station. It was the fruit of his extension works from Tarsa. Many
atime, he used to walk the 20 kilometers distance through the forests, for there were
very few transport services available. The new mission station at Kopreli was named
‘Kisanwadi’. The people around this station were largely tribal and he helped them out
in many ways. He was also instrumental in the formation of the first Christian com-
munity here. Father Mathew Njarakkatt was a great help to the late Fr. Jose Para-
yaruthottam CMI in the foundation and development of the mission station at Gomini
which he nurtured after the sudden death of Fr. Jose Parayaruthottam. Then he was
asked to take up the charge as the superior of Prabhu Sadan Monastery Tarsa. This he
continued from 1985 to 1988. From here he continued his socio-pastoral activities to
the people of these areas. He was also priest-in-charge of the parish attached to the
monastery, director of the boarding house, and in-charge of the social works. Then he
was member at the CMI communities Gadchiroli and Datala. In all the places, he left
his mark with the development of the agricultural fields and at the same time he was
noted for his availability to the people.

Mathew Njarakkatt served the CMI Congregation as the Councilor for Social Apos-
tolate of Mar Thoma Province, Chanda from 1984-87. He was instrumental in par-
Y, chasing the property at Chamoni where he promoted agricultural activities reaching
p&f from Tarsa. Also, he had initiated agricultural activities at Wadsa before educa-
“ ional institutions came up in both these places.

Two years (2006-2008) he served as the director of the CMI Bhavan, Kannur before
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Mar Thoma Province got bifurcated into Mary Matha Vice Province, Hyderabad to
which the Kannur house was ascribed. After the bifurcation, Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt
moved to Tera Nur, Aluva. There he used to make himself available at the service of
the community and the members visiting from missions. There used to be many who
would come over to Aluva for medical care. Fr. Njarakkatt was a ready help for all in
their needs. He also took care of the small compound at Tera Nur, making the optimum
use of the available land for fruits and vegetables, and also caring for the flower and
decorative plants.

After leading a fruitful religious, priestly and missionary life. Lord called him to eter-
nal rest on Saturday, 01 April 2023 after suffering for two days of illness due to old
age at the Rajagiri Hospital. On 04 April 2023, his mortal remains were brought to
Tera Nur, Aluva and kept for public homage. Rev Fr Thomas Chathamparampil, Prior
General of the CMI Congregation paid homage to Fr Mathew Njarakkatt and prayed
the Office for the dead. The first part of the funeral ceremony began at 10.30 am. on
04 April 2023 and it was led by Rev. Fr. Benny Joseph Mukalel CMI, Provincial Supe-
rior of Mar Thoma Province, Chanda. Then he was carried to Little Flower Monastery
Chapel at Manappuram, near Cherthalai, close to his home parish Kavil. The second
part of the funeral ceremony was led by Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar General,
CMI Congregation. Then the requiem mass was offered by Rev. Fr. Vicar General. A
befitting homily highlighting the noble qualities of Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt was done by
Rev. Fr. Johnson Thekkudan. Before the Holy Mass a condolence message from Bish-
op Ephrem Nariculam, Bishop of Chanda was read out as he could not attend the fu-
neral. The final part of the funeral ceremony was led by His Excellency Bishop Sebas-
tian Vaniyapurackal. The funeral was attended by large number of priests, religious,
parishioners of St. Michael's Parish, Kavil and relatives of Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt. The
funeral ceremony ended with Vote of Thanks proposed by Rev. Fr. Provincial Benny
Joseph Mukalel CMI. May God grant Fr. Mathew Njarakkatt eternal rest
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® Rev. Fr. Alvin Paulose Vettiyadan CMI .
- 1939 - 2023 ) \
K ~ Birth :07/02/1939 Profession :16/05/1959 /
d . Ordination ~ :01/12/1964 Death :22/.04/%023 _ 9

. ) @ @ : L] .
Fr.‘AI\'/ir’\.Ve”ttiyadan CMI (84) was born on 07 February 1939 in Annamanada, Ihri_ssur
2district it the Diecese of Irinjalakuda. Kerala. After his schooling, he joined t‘fﬁe,CMI

&
ks

. Devamatha Province Thrissur in 1956 to become a religious priest and completed his .

Aspirancy in Varantharappalli. After the completion of Novitiate at Ambazhakkad he
made his first Profession on 16 May 1959. He did his Philosophy and Theology studies
at Dharmaram College Bangalore and was ordained a priest on December 1, 1964,
during the International Eucharistic Congress, Mumbai. As per his option during
his seminary days, at the completion of the post-ordination courses, he reached the
Chanda Mission in June 1966.

After a few months of language studies, towards the end of the year 1966, he was
appointed as an assistant and then as Parish Priest in many parishes in Chanda and
Adilabad. Along with the pioneer missionaries Fr. Alvin too toiled hard to form Chris-
tian communities. The contributions of Fr. Alvin cannot be forgotten for mission sta-
tions like Indiravelli and Utnoor. These mission stations are the result of the hard work
of Fr. Alvin. He travelled to different villages and houses along with his catechist and
struggled a lot for the faith formation of the Christian communities. He reached out
to people with so many developmental works, especially in the field of agriculture, un-
der the "Food for Work” programme. He was instrumental in the construction of a
Church, Hospital and Telugu medium primary school at Indiravelli. In 1975, Fr. Alvin
founded the Utnoor Mission Station. In response to the felt need for the higher edu-
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~ cation of the children he founded the boarding houses separately for boys anégirls at
.‘Lakka?ém on the outskirts of Utnoor. In the process of establishing the centre, he was

amply assisted by the local people in terms of labour and collection of the available

building ‘materials from the locality. He reached out to a few villages there%nd initiat-,

ed people in the faith formation. .
e

His contributions to the development of the mission centers of Repalliwada'and Tarsa

- (Ashti) among many others cannot be forgotten. Wherever he worked, he was keen to

form Christian communities. Moreover, Fr. Alvin contributed a lot to the infrastruc-
tural development of the houses in the stations and improved the cultivation. A born
engineer, he oversaw the construction of the house and the Church buildings. The
Missionary Orientation Centre at Tarsa was also constructed under the supervision of
Fr. Alvin. He, with the active collaboration of the members of the Ashram community,
undertook many catechetical works in the villages and started the Children’s board-
ing too. Fr. Alvin rendered his pastoral services in the diocese of Koln in Germany from
1989 to 1995. On his return from Germany, he was appointed the priest in charge at
Vijayanagaram and completed the construction of the Church Thus, for more than 40
years he worked in different mission stations like Adilabad, Indiravelli, Utnur, Repalli-
wada, Tarsa. Warur, Vijayanagaram. Nirmal, and Mavala. He also founded a number of
sub-stations under these stations.

Fr. Alvin was elected the Provincial Councillor for Finance and Agriculture during
2005-2008. It was under his direction that the old building of the Provincial House
at Bellampalli was reconstructed. It was the vision of Fr. Alvin that paved the way for
the provenance of Chavara Academy CBSE at Mavala, Adilabad. In Kerala too, both
for the houses at Kannur and Chowara, his contributions are significant. During 2010-
2011 he was in charge of the college-going scholastics of the Province at Vijayawada,
and had great love for the scholastics. In 2021, he was appointed as a member of the
Anudhavana community Mancherial, and was regularly going for medical check- ups.

The demise of Rev. Fr. Alvin is a loss for the Congregation especially for Mary Matha
Province and for the Diocese of Adilabad. The funeral service of Fr. Alvin was on 24"
April, 2023 at 2:00 pm at St. Theresa’s Monastery Ambazhakkad. The mortal remains
of Fr. Alvin were brought to Mary Matha Ashram Chowara, Kerala on 24 April morn-
ing and kept in the ashram chapel for public homage and prayers, and later it was taken
to his home parish and then to the monastery chapter for the funeral. The Eucharistic
celebration was presided over by Mar. Prince Antony the Bishop of Adilabad Diocese
and he preached the homily. Mar Joseph Kunnath CMI, bishop emeritus, Diocese of
Adilabad led the funeral rites. Confreres from various provinces, a great number of
other priests and religious and a large crowd attended the funeral.

Fr. Alvin was known for his courage and commitment. He was fearless and faced any
adverse situation with utmost confidence and composure. He was a pioneer mission-
ary who did a lot of groundwork for others to build up the Christian communities. He
also dared to call a spade a spade come what may. He wished to express his mind, be-
3ithful to his conscience. This attitude sometimes led him to be understood as
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rebellious in nature. He knew his strengths and weaknesses and was humble enough
to admit them. His motto in life was: “Thy Kingdom come”. He believed that the Provi-
dent God sees everything and executes His will.

Let us thank the Lord Almighty for all the blessings the CMI Congregation, Mary Ma-
tha Vice-Province, Adilabad Mission and the people of God received through the com-
mitted and ever- encouraging life of Rev. Fr. Alvin and let us pray that the Risen Lord
may grant him the everlasting joy and peace.
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Sargakshetra : An NGO in special Consultative Status with United Nations
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