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As we journey through the challenges and blessings of our time, | am re-
minded of the temporality of all things in this world. Recent events have
brought this reality into sharp focus, urging us to reflect on the fragility
of life and the enduring need for compassion, justice, and protection for
all, especially the most vulnerable among us.

The tragic landslide in Wayanad has been a poignant reminder of the
power and unpredictability of nature. The loss of lives, the displacement
of families, and the destruction of homes are heart-breaking. We stand
in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in Wayanad who have been af-
fected by this disaster. As a community, we must come together to offer
our prayers, support, and tangible aid to those who have lost so much.
It is in times like these that our faith calls us to be the hands and feet of
Christ, bringing comfort and hope to those who suffer.

Equally distressing is the recent incident in Kolkata, where a young doc-
tor was brutally raped and murdered. This horrific crime not only high-
lights the grave dangers that women continue to face but also under-
scores the urgent need for society to take stronger measures to protect
the most vulnerable among us—women, children, and the marginalized.
As followers of Christ, we must be vocal and active in advocating for jus-
tice and the dignity of human life. The sanctity of life is a cornerstone of
our faith, and we cannot remain silent in the face of such terrible viola-
tions.

May we be ever vigilant in our efforts to protect the vulnerable, to stand
with the suffering, and to work tirelessly for a world where every person
is treated with the dignity and respect they deserve.

May the Lord grant us the strength and courage to face these challenges
with faith and compassion.

Yours in Christ,

Fr Thomas Chathamparampil CMI

Prior General




Editorial

There is an interesting story about a young girl who has a unique way of
praying. She would visit the church every morning, standing with folded
hands, eyes closed, murmuring softly. She would then open her eyes, smile
at Jesus on the cross, bow, and run out. This became her daily routine.

Fr. Vicar,who saw this every day, grew curious. She was too young to know
prayers, so what was she doing? One day, the priest waited for her to fin-
ish, then gently asked, “Daughter, I've been watching you for days. What
are you doing?”

“I'm praying, Father,” she replied. “Do you know any prayers?” he asked.
“No,” she said.“Then what do you say with your eyes closed?” With inno-
cent eyes, she answered, “Father, no one has taught me any big prayers.
But | know the alphabets from A to Z. | say them five times, and then | tell
Jesus, ‘| don’'t know any prayer, but every prayer must be made from these
letters. Please make your prayers with them. That’s my prayer”

The little girl ran off, her innocence lingering in the quiet church.

How do | pray? Our prayers have become very complicated affairs, with
insistence on the rubrics and verbal acrobatics. We tend to believe that
our god is the most complicated being. Jesus says that He is as simple as a
father with a heart full of love. Can anyone describe the omnipotent God
simpler than this? Isn’'t He the one who listens to the prayer of a simple,
humble tax collector?

“When you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they
will be heard because of their many words.” (Mt 6/7) This is what Jesus
teaches us. St Mother Therese of Kolkata says, “| used to believe that
prayer changes things. But now | know that prayer changes us and we
change things.” In my prayer, am | constantly asking God to grant MY will
and wishes? Or am | asking to be connected to His endless channel of
Grace that allows me the capacity to accept HIS Will?

Let MY prayer change ME... that HE might use ME to change the world

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI

General Councillor for Education and Media.
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“As one partly responsible for our
training programmes in our Central
Scholasticate | am inclined to think
that we have never been able to im-
plement the missionary aspect in
any significant way. Some of us who
were there in the beginning had
the experience of Kandy training,
which we considered to be excel-
lent not only accademically but also
from the missionary point of view.
But Dharmaram has succeeded to
some extent in achieving academ-
ic standards; but | am afraid it has
failed in instilling true missionary
spirit. The original intention was
to give lot of importance to have
simple living with plenty of manual
work and gardening and a good bit
of practical experience in agricul-
ture, animal husbandry and crafts.
Even in the beginning there were
only half-hearted attempts and as
time went by, even the small begin-
nings evaporated into the air.”
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“The establishment of the Christ
College, intended for a good pur-
pose, seems to have had the effect
of mainly orienting the students
away from a simple dedicated life
to a career oriented life. | was lov-
ingly, but very severely criticized
for this by a Kerala Bishop who is
very pastorally minded. As things
turned out, | think, we deserve this
criticism. Things however need not
have turned out that way. When Fr.
Giles, the then principal came to
me for a motto for Christ College, |
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without hesitation said Excellence
and Service. These go together
provided both are genuine. There
is no dichotomy between the two.
Careerism or professionalism that
is invading our ranks of students
shows the fact that they are not
aiming true excellence. True excel-
lence, as our Lord has taught us,
comes from service.

Why has this happened in Dhar-
maram. | find students interested
mainly only in improving their ac-
ademic career and freedom of ex-
rpression and movement. | find
there very little that draws them
to a life of hardship, dedication
and penance. Some of the works
the students did are being done by
servants. They are turning out to be
slowly secularised in the bad sense
of the word. | know the authorities
are some time helpless....... | think
we, | mean the staff of Dharmaram,
should strike our breast and own
up that we have failed. If Kandy
succeeded, it was not only because,
there was no interference from
outside, but mainly because the
professors besides being academ-
ically very competent people were
quite a number of them zealous
missionaries who had lived them-
selves the hard life of a missionary
inajungle or hamlet before they as-
cended the rostrum of a professor.
It is here that we have failed. Our
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professors and staff could not some
how enthuse our students to a hard
and simple life””
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Since you belong to God,

you should be given
back to God.

-St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
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“BE HAPPY!”

Fr. Dr. Jacob Marangattu

In talks after talks, superiors after
superiors cajole religious commu-
nities ad nauseam with the sweet
piece of exhortation, “Be Happy!”.
This sweet Jaleby is served by an-
yone in a position of power, from
local to General levels. But the
question is, “Who can actually be
happy in religious life”?

Numerous factors contribute to
the happiness index of a person,
whose influence or effectiveness,
however, vary depending on the
nature, skills, and emotional and
spiritual level of individuals. Here
I would like to dwell on a few of
them that are more commonplace
and tangible that can be easily
manipulated for the advantage of
all.

Factor one

Fulfilment of Motor Skills:
Engaging Hands, Heart and Head

Psychology says that for a person

CARMELASANDESAM | SEPTEMBER 2024

to feel fulfilment, and hence hap-
py, one has to get space to work
with ones’ hands, heart and head.

Engaging in physical activities can
bring in a scene of accomplish-
ment. When one uses one’s hands
(and legs, too) to create or con-
tribute in some way, it can pro-
vide a sense of achievement and
connection to the world around
the person. Normally, in this mat-
ter we think of activities such as,
creating art or crafting, garden-
ing, cooking, driving, or sports
and games, etc. In areligious com-
munity context, these include get-
ting a chance to involve oneself in
activities related to daily running
of the institute as well as arrange-
ments for common programmes
and events.

Likewise, intellectual pursuits and
mental stimulation is essential to
happiness. This involves activities
that challenge one’s mind, such
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as learning new skills, solving
problems, reading, or engaging in
deep conversations. Intellectu-
al growth and curiosity not only
keep the mind sharp but also pro-
vide a sense of purpose and fulfil-
ment.

Cultivating meaningful relation-
ships, practicing empathy and
compassion, and engaging in
activities that bring joy and ful-
filment are all aspects of nurtur-
ing the heart. This could include
spending time with friends, vol-
unteering, pursuing activities that
align with one’s value system.

In this way, working with hands,
pursuing self-study to develop
mental and professional horizons,
and maintaining friends and rela-
tionships to fulfil emotional needs
play a significant role in making a
person feel happy.

Factor Two

Aspects of Generative
Fulfilment: Meeting the Need
for Authority

Just like using faculties, like
hands, heart and head, engage-
ment of another aspect of human
personality is crucial to entail
happiness. It may be explained
as follows: Normally, every ma-
ture human person is supposed to
generate children and exert some
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kind of authority over them in the
context of afamily. It means to say
that there is a feeling or desire to
exercise authority in the context
of relationships or group settings
inherent in every human person.
The intensity or the nature of this
desire may depend upon various
factors such as, personality traits,
upbringing, and cultural influ-
ence. Projecting this fundamental
human trait into the wider world
of human engagement, we may
say that there is an inner urge in
everyone to exert some roles of
authority over others. But there
are exceptions, too. Some person-
ality types may be afraid of deci-
sion making and leadership roles
and may be satisfied with being
able to collaborate with others.
Some others may feel that they
could, better, be good assistants
and they are happy to be so. Yet
everyone will be happy to perform
some roles in public that accord
them a sense of being authorita-
tive. Inareligious community set-
ting, if everyone gets opportunity
to actualise this inherent trait of
human personality it may contrib-
ute to the happiness quotient of
all.

How can we go about it?

It is possible if we turn a little
more to Jesus’ idea of Authority.
Authority is for teaching and cat-
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echesis, often through examples,
giving direction and guidelines,
setting healthy precedents for
future generations. Authority is
to help others grow; help devel-
op the personality of others. The
primary concern of a person in
authority should be to see that
everyone inthe community is hap-
py and enjoys space for growth at
religious, spiritual, psychological,
emotional, pastoral and profes-
sional levels. Equally important is
to plan for development at minis-
terial or apostolic levels. Both of
these go hand in hand and both
enhance mutually.

In the ideal leadership dynamics,
the authority should disappear
in the community and not stand
on the roof top to be visible to
all. True leadership is being yeast.
It involves the dynamism of the
mustard seed.

The servant leadership ideal has
not gone deep into the Indian
mindset, which is prone to hero
worship or personality cult. Au-
thority is considered to be a mag-
net to attract glory and honour to
oneself rather than a call to be at
service for the common good of
all. Authority figures stand aloof,
highly visible, lavishly treated by
the ordinary folk, saluted with
archaic Roman era, or British em-
pire titles and surrounded by take
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carers. And in Indian politics, this
trend jets out beyond the extrem-
ities; look at the convoys of blue
light vehicles, black cats, and the
number of personal assistants
other than official secretaries of
Departments. But Europe, the
fruit of Christian heritage, offers
a different visual. There we shall
find a Prime Minister waiting in a
queue, or a Pope carrying his own
travel bag.

But surely, authority, the call to
lead from front, is associated with
privileges, such as, being the chief
celebrant everywhere and com-
manding attraction and respect
from all. In a way, it might be con-
sidered a sweetener for the chal-
ice they are called upon to drink.
But the typical Indian mentality
of authority should not taint the
exercise of authority in religious
communities; instead, it should be
an invitation to everyone in the
community to feel important and
counted. A few hints would be
to think along the following line,
“Is it necessary that the author-
ity figure himself/herself should
preside over every time every im-
portant celebration? Can he/she
not invite another member from
the community, sometimes, to
preside over the function in his/
her presence, while the authority
himself/herself remains the mas-
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ter of the situation and retains
the prerogative and space to de-
liver context-specific messages
and catechesis appropriate for
the community?” By doing so the
authority will not suffer; the com-
munity may strengthen.

Factor Three
Grace comes with Office

Sometimes we may be influenced
by what | call ‘the Spiderman syn-
drome’; always be up and above,
jumping from the top of one
building to another. It is human
nature to desire so, always to be
up, never touching the ground,
while some others are always
parked on the floor. Such a situ-
ation can cause discontentment
to those who are destined to be
on the parking lot for extended
periods of time. Better sense
should prevail to discern that as
far as possible maximum num-
ber of members be given a seat
of authority at least once in their
life-time. Likewise, let all self-con-
fident and ambitious members be
happy at least having once tasted
the juice of authority. Of course,
it is not to forget that there are
departments that need particular
training and proficiency, but there
are also other sectors where an-
yone with our standard religious,
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priestly training will fit. After all,
it is by experience that anyone
learns. All this means to say that
appointments should follow a dis-
tributive logic as far as possible.

The following also happens.
Sometimes members who show
arrogance, impatience, and long
faces suddenly get changed and
inherit a shining face and wel-
coming nature, once they are el-
evated to positions of authority..
Yes, the theological principle is
true, “Grace comes with office”. It
is true both ways, God’s grace as
well as grace of the face!

Factor Four
Finding Joy in Giving

The scriptural teaching, “There is
more joy in giving than in receiv-
ing” (Acts 20: 35) is now accept-
ed by Psychologists as well. Psy-
chologist Adam Grant in his book
‘Give and Take’ argues that foster-
ing generosity can significantly
impact success in both individual
careers and organisational per-
formance. He says, “Giving, which
may prove to be a life-changing
habit can also boost your happi-
ness.” He continues, “A culture
of giving can lead to higher pro-
ductivity, morale, and efficiency”.
Neuro science also indicates that
when we engage in acts of giving
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our brain’s reward and meaning
centers are activated which emit
pleasure and purpose signals as
we act for the benefit of others.

How is this applicable in religious
life? After marriage and the es-
tablishment of a family, the mind
of a secular person is turned to
sharing oneself and what one has
for his own. This turn to physical
sharing doesn’t necessarily hap-
pen in religious life; instead, an
innate craze may linger for on-
going self-development and self-
growth. This may show itself in
many ways; craze for acquiring
things, or money, or positions or
power, or fame. The watchword
in religious life, “surrender” is to
be seen against this background.
Surrender means, ‘I do not want
anything more, | am ready to give
up everything of mine for others,
even possible future possibilities
and gifts. Surrender is actually
finding joy in giving rather than
in receiving. As a religious ages in
life, he/she should find ever grow-
ing joy in disposing or relinquish-
ing whatever he/she has, things
or positions, for others and finally
his/her own body.

Factor Five
Growing to Surrender

It is clear that if | must relinquish
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something, | should have had it
in the first place earlier. Hence,
my theory: “Self-development is
everyone’s obligation.” Every one
must avail oneself of all the op-
portunities that pass by one’s way
in order to develop one’s skills as
well as personality. And the supe-
riors must pay sincere attention
to this duty of human resources
development. Here comes in clar-
ity the logic of what has been elu-
cidated by the first three factors.
First, one should develop oneself
to the fullest possible extent and
then only one can meaningfully
adopt the path of renunciation
and surrender.

Factor Six
Finding Joy in the Truth of Yours

To be happy one should know
what one lives for. In other words,
one should have a correct world-
view regarding one’s life. | get
happiness when | achieve what
| was longing for. As a religious
priest ‘what is it that | should long
for’ is the question. This is what
| mean by ‘having a world view’
for oneself. Who we are is more
important than what we do. The
religious/spiritual life is more im-
portant than the apostolates one
does. Apostolates may vary, or
come and go, but the religious/
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priestly life is the same. Even with-
out any apostolate, religious life is
equally complete and perfect. On
the other hand, apostolate alone,
without an embodying mature re-
ligious life, does not reach us an-
ywhere. So, one should be happy
in being a religious and doing any-
thing that may come across one’s
life or, in the opposite case, even
if nothing substantial is offered,
one has one’s religious life to live
in maximum conformity to its ide-
al. So, one should think that when
one becomes a religious priest,
one has arrived, one has achieved
what one was longing for. As far
as the general publicis concerned,
this is what they think. For them a
priest is important because he is
a priest. Whether that person is
a Principal, or Director or Provin-
cial doesn’t affect their system of
evaluation.

Here a question may, logically, be
in order. One may ask, “If things
stand like that, that means, a
priest is to be happy because he
is a priest and not because of any
particular apostolate, what is the
relevance of the three factors you
narrated earlier?” Yes, it stands;
only a person who has successful-
ly passed through the earlier stag-
es, can arrive at this. Everyone
needs to experience self-actual-
ization in life as Abraham Maslow,
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the American Psychologist would
suggest.

Factor Seven
Being Joyful is My Obligation

In history we have heard that it
was his background that made
Adolf Hitler who he later became.
He had an unhappy childhood.
Ripples on the surface of a water
body are caused by external ob-
jects falling into it. In the same
way, unrest and conflicts in so-
cieties are caused by disturbed
minds. Everyone passes one’s in-
ternal vibes into the community.
An agitated or unresolved mind
will cause ripples in the calmness
of a community. Hence my second
theory: “I must consider it as my
duty to be free of complexes and
conflicts and to cherish only posi-
tive vibes in my inner self” Itis my
sacred duty that | owe to others.

Conclusion

Prayer and Happiness,
Which comes First?

Now to conclude, let us ask, “Can
a person become happier by pray-
ing more?” For example, suppose
a person is unhappy on many
counts, can he become happier
by engaging in prayer? The an-
swer is a conditional ‘Yes”, if the
prayer would enable him/her to
change his/her worldview and ac-
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cept the situation as it is. It is not
that payer makes a person happy,
but it is happiness that enables
a person to pray more. Spiritual
writer Patricia Hart Cliffor says,
“While many people think med-
itation is done in order to relax,
we actually must relax in order
to meditate”. To pray effectively
and fruitfully one is to be rec-
onciled with oneself, others and
God. Internal resistances should
be overcome and external debts
(at the emotional psychological
levels) should be resolved. Prayer
in a non-reconciled state may not
be true to itself, nor may it touch
our own inner core. Jesus told his
audience, “Therefore, if you are
offering your gift at the altar and
there remember that your broth-
er or sister has something against
you, leave your gift there in front
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of the altar. First go and be rec-
onciled to them; then come and
offer your gift” (Mt 5: 23-24). Ac-
cording to St. Theresa of Avila, the
primary condition for beginning
the interior journey through the
mansions for the final union with
the beloved is forgiveness. Yes,
prayer may not always bring hap-
piness, but one thing is true, we
can pray well only if we are happy.
Let me conclude with a statement
of Carl Jung, “Happiness is such
a remarkable reality that there is
nobody who does not long for it”.
Yes, happiness remains the prima-
ry condition to lead a life of mean-
ingful prayer. Remember, the first
words of resurrected Jesus every
time he appeared to his disciples
were, “Peace be with you!” (Lk 24:
36;Jn20:19; Jn 20: 21; Jn 20: 26)

i &
2 D
/ 1
%‘@
\ - 4
-—g 2
=
A

29






NEWS FROM THE PRIOR
GENERALS HOUSE

Degree Students’ Meet 2024
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The CMI Prior General’s House organized a meeting for scholastics
pursuing undergraduate degrees from February 2 to 4, 2024. 77 scho-
lastics participated in the event. The sessions featured inputs from
Fr. Francis Manavalan, Mr. Mathew Moses, and Fr. Jerin Thuruthel.

Quinquennial

Priests ordained in the year 2022-23 gathered at the Prior General’s
House for the Quinquennial Program from February 9 to 11, 2024. The
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERALS HOUSE

event included various input sessions and opportunities for the priests
to share their first-year experiences. Fr. Anto Alappattu spoke on “Pru-
dence in Priestly Ministry: The Do’s and Don'’ts,”

SMRC: Annual Gathering

The CMI Prior General's House hosted the annual gathering of the
Syro-Malabar Religious Conference on April 5,2024. His Beatitude Mar
Raphael Thattil, the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, in-
augurated the conference, which saw the participation of 181 religious
priests, brothers, and nuns.

WaIk the Talk 2024 Youth Animation Workshop for CMI Deacons

by ’ﬁ%'

The Department of Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry organized a
three-day animation program for our CMI deacons from April 7 to 10,
2024. Twenty-eight deacons attended the workshop, which included
several sessions aimed at enhancing their youth ministry efforts. Key
topics included “Understanding the Landscape of Youth Today” by Dr.
Jiju Arakathara, “Models of Youth Ministry” by Fr. Stephen Thomas
Chalakara, and “How to Understand and Address the Addiction Epi-
demic Among Youth” by Mr. Geo P. George.

3 2 CARMELASANDESAM | SEPTEMBER 2024



Golden Jubilee of Rellglous Professmn

The CMI Prior General’s House celebrated the golden jubilee of reli-
gious profession of our 29 Jubilarians on April 12 and 13, 2024. Fr.
Martin Kallunkal gave the orientation talk. The General House also ar-

ranged a boat trip in Alappuzha, during which the priests shared their
cherished memories, followed by a felicitation.

Gatherlng of Newly Professed CMis
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The CMI Prior General’s House hosted a gatherlng for newly professed
members of the congregation on April 21 and 22, 2024. Fifty-seven
scholastics participated, many of whom met each other and visited the
Prior General’'s House for the first time. Fr. Jeff Shawn and Fr. Tomy
Kattamppally introduced them to philosophy studies and major study
houses.

Sllver .lubllee of Prlestly Ordmatlon
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The Silver Jubilarian priests of the CMI congregation gathered at the
Prior General’'s House on April 26 and 27, 2024. Twenty-two priests at-
tended, sharing their memories and experiences.

Animators of the Renewal Programme 2024

Animators of the renewal program in the provinces gathered at Prior
General’s House from May 27 to 29, 2024. These animators, responsi-
ble for leading the renewal programs, attended the input sessions.. Var-
ious CMI Provincials, including Fr. Davis Varayilan, Fr. Benny Nalkara,
Fr. Biju Vellakkada, and Fr. Jose Nandhikara, provided input sessions.
The sessions were followed by group discussions.

Quinquennial

The ongoing formation program for young priests, Quinquennial, took
place from June 21 to 23, 2024. Seventeen priests attended, sharing
their thoughts, memories, and experiences. Input sessions included
“Priest with Third Eye” by Mr. Sijo Painadath and “Year of Family, Youth,
and Children” by Fr. Francis Manavalan, CMI.
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Orientation for Young CMI Educators
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The General Department of Education and Media conducted an orien-
tation program for the young CMI Educators on June 29 and 30, 2024.
Fifty-two participants attended the event, which focused on effectively
carrying out the education ministry while upholding Christian values.
Sessions included “Social Transformation Through Education” by Fr.
Francis Manavalan, “CMI Education Vision for Integral and Human De-
velopment of Children” by Fr. Isaac Poochamkulam, “Networking and
Delegation for Educational Leadership” by Fr. Augustine Paimpally, “Ed-
ucation and Media” by Dr. Asha Joseph, “Green CMI Campus” by Fr. Joy
Peenickaparampil, and “Legacy of CMI Education” by Fr. John Mannar-
athara. A panel discussion titled “Learn From the Elders” was moderat-
ed by Fr. Jaison Mulerickal, with panelists Fr. Luka Chavara, Fr. Charles
Koroth, and Fr. Joice Aryassery.

Kattalaveppu of New PGH Block
(Main Door)

The main door of the new block in
the General House was installed
on July 24, 2024. The construc-
tlon work is progressmg rapidly.
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Reception for Bishop Antony
Valumkal, Auxiliary Bishop of
Varapuzha Archdiocese

A reception was held at the Prior
General’s House on July 27,2024,
for the newly ordained Auxilia-
ry Bishop of the Archdiocese of
Varapuzha, His Excellency Mar
Antony Valumkal.
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l ST. PAUL PROVINCE, BHOPAL IS

New Priests

This year we were bIessed W|th five young vibrant priests, Fr. Joel, Fr
Benedict, Fr. Geo, Fr. Speejo and Fr. Derin Thottian. They were ordained
in the month of Dec-Jan 2023-24. At present they are doing their pas-
toral ministry in various parishes.

Deacons

Br Jinil Koothur and Br Akhil Joseph were ordained deacons by Bishop
Alex Tharamangalam at Dharmaram, Bangalore on 21 March. Br Vibin
Vinson was ordained deacon by Bishop Mathew Nellikunnel on 11 Feb-
ruary at Samanvaya, Bhopal. They have been doing the deacon ministry
in Arunachal Pradesh and in their home parishes.
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Inter Denominational Advent
Christmas Celebration

The Advent celebration of Christ-
mas organized by Tuting Christian
Forum, a group of all the denom-
inations of the Christians in Tut-
ing, was held at our Holy Rosary
Church, Tuting on 2 December
2023. The day was celebrated
with prayers, messages for bet-
ter coordination and growth of
Christian  witnessing, cultural
programmes based on Christian
themes involving the children,
youth and parents. It was con-
cluded with a Christmas Agape.
Under the leadership of Fr. Cejo
Chakkari CMI, the parish priest
and Fr. Lijo Baby Kalaparambath
CMI, the assistant parish priest,
the celebrations were well organ-
ized and appreciated by the mem-
bers of all the denominations.

Blessing of Foundation Stone of
Grotto of Mother Mary

The new Bishop of Itanager, Rt.

CARMELASANDESAM | SEPTEMBER 2024

Rev. Benny Varghese Edathattel
visited the Tuting parish on Jan-
uary 1-2, 2024 for the first time
after his episcopal ordination in
October 2023. He was warmly
welcomed with traditional gaiety
and fervor. He met the parishion-
ers and encouraged them to grow
in faith and witness it among the
people of the area. He also visited
the village churches on the occa-
sion. He blessed the foundation
stone for Grotto of Mother Mary
at Tuting Zero Point in a plot of 10
cents of land donated by Mr. Mi-
pang Nithik of Tuting.

Jesus Youth Full Timer

Ms. AnnMariafrom Koorkencher-
ry, Thrissur, a Jesus Youth full tim-
er was at Tuting for six months
from January to June 2024. She
was actively animating the youth,
conducting camps for them and
giving lessons for their school
studies. She also participated in
the weekly sector prayers in the
parish. Her presence and con-
tributions were a great help and
support for the faith and charac-
ter formation of the youth of the
parish.

Mission Exposure to Miao
Diocese

All the CMI fathers of Arunachal
Mission went for a mission expo-
sure programme to Miao diocese
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in Arunachal Pradesh on 10, 11
and 12 of January 2024. They
spent three days in Miao diocese
visiting different parishes, remote
mission stations and important
functionaries of the diocese.

Blessing of Foundation Stone of
Naming Village Church

The foundation stone of Nam-
ing Church was blessed by Rev.
Fr. Lijo Baby Kalaparambath, the
Assistant parish priest of Tuting
on January 22, 2024. The work
is progressing well with the con-
tributions and voluntary servic-
es of the parishioners and other
well-wishers like Fr. Pauly Thek-
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kan CMI from the States..
Parish Retreat
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A three day Parish Retreat was
led by Br. John Britto and his team
from Kerala on 20, 21 and 23
March 2024. It was well attended
and appreciated by the parishion-
ers.

Canonical Visit of the Provincial

Rev. Fr. Ciril Joseph Kuttiyanikkal,
the Provincial made his canonical
visit to CMI House Tuting from
9-11 March 2024. He had holy
mass for the parish community
on Sunday 10th. He also met the
members of parish council. He
visited the Naming village com-
munity where the construction of
a new church is progressing. He
also visited Gelling the last Indian
village at the boarder to China in
this part of the country. He also
expressed his appreciation and
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gratefulness to the parish com-
munity for the collaboration and
support rendered to the fathers
in running the parish.

Biblical Theatre Kids Camp

A ten days long Biblical Theatrical
Kids Camp led by Rev. Fr. Jebin At-
tokaran CMI and his youth team
of 17 members from Bengaluru
from 15 - 25 May 2024 was thor-
oughly enjoyed by the children
and youth. It dealt with different
Biblical themes of Old Testament
and New Testament, all set in a
boat built by the children. The
members of the team stayed with
the families of the parish and ac-
tively involved in family visit of
the parishioners.

Aspirants at Tuting

A batch of five second year Aspir-
ants - four from Meghalaya and
one from Jharkhand - have their
aspirantancy with Rev. Fr. Cejo
Chakkery as the Rector and Rev.
Fr. Benadict Koply CMI as the
assistant rector. They reached
Tuting on 2 June and have started
attending the classes in Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School
Tuting for class 11.

Fr. Lijo Baby Kalaparambath for
Higher Studies

Fr. Lijo Baby Kalaparambath, the
assistant parish priest and youth
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director of Holy Rosary Church
Tuting has moved down to Itana-
gar for his B. Ed studies. He was
given a very emotional farewell
by the parishioners and the youth
on 21 July 2024.

New Assistant Parish Priest at
Holy Rosary Church Tuting

Fr. Benadict Koply joined Holy
Rosary Chruch, Tuting as the new
Assistant Parish Priest on 9 June
2024. He is also the new Youth
Director of the parish. He is also
the assistant Rector of the Aspir-
ants at Tuting.

Youth Gospel Tour

A team of 10 youth, Jesus Youth

Full Timer Ms. Ann Maria, Parish
Youth Animator Mrs. Noumil Tan-
gu led by Fr. Lijo Baby visited 10
villages of Migging, Jambo, Ban-
do, Yingkiong, Jengging, Karko,
Riga, Pegging and Boleng for 12
days starting on 12 June 2024.
The youth team enjoyed this ex-
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holy mass for the parishioners
and met them to encourage and
appreciate them to grow in Chris-
tian faith.

perience of sharing the message
of Jesus Christ through songs, ac-
tion songs, dances, skits and mes-
sages on the life of saints and im-
portant event in the Christian life.

Visit of the New Bishop

The new Bishop of Itanagar di-
ocese, Bishop Benny Varghese
Edathattel made his maiden visit
to Sacred Heart Parish Boleng
on 31 December 2023 after his
episcopal ordination in October
2023. He visited the village mis-
sion centre at Pangin. He offered

Blessing of the New Church at Pangin
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The newly built Bamboo Church at Pangin of Boleng parish was blessed
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by the Bishop of Itanagar, Bishop Benny Varghese Edathattel on 31 De-
cember 2023. The church s built at a plot of land given for use by one of

the relatives of a parishioner.

New Assistant Parish Priest at
Sacred Heart Church Boleng

Fr. Derin Thottiyan joined Sacred
Heart Church Boleng as the new
Assistant Parish Priest by third
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week of February 2024. As he had
done his diaconate ministry at
Boleng, the parish community at
Boleng was eagerly waiting for his
arrival and was accorded warm
welcome to the parish.
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Councilors for Evangelization at Boleng

L
The Councilors for Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry of CMI Con-
gregation were at Boleng under the leadership General Councilor for
Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry and Vicar General of CMI Con-
gregation from 23 February to March 2, 2024. They visited the village
mission centres of Riga, Pegging and Pangin and had interaction and
sharing with the members of these communities. The Councilors were
very happy to experience at first hand level mission spirit and enthusi-
asm of the CMI fathers and other Missionaries in the Itanagar diocese.
They appreciated the commendable and dedicated service of Fr Martin
Kallely, the Parish Priest and Fr Derin Thottiyan, the Asst Parish Priest.
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Canonical visit by Fr. Provincial Home Mission

40 days long home mission by Mr.
Shibu and Family from Wayanad
at CMI House, Boleng in the
months of April and May 2024
was a season of grace and hope
for the parishioners and people
of Boleng. The Shibu family was in
Eucharistic Adoration from morn-
ing to noon and in the evening

Fr. Ciril Joseph Kuttiyanikkal, our
provincial made the Canonical
Visitation of CMI House Boleng
from 3 - 5 March, 2024. He vis-
ited the sub centres like Riga and
Pegging.
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they were engaged in family vis-
its, healing sessions and family
counselling as both Br. Shibu and
his wife were gifted councilors
and had the gift of healing and de-
liverance. Their two children also
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had accompanied them in their
home mission.

Mission Experience

Three CMI Aspirants from Bam-
hori before their novitiate at
Bhanpuri had one month long
mission experience at CMI House
Boleng. They stayed with village
communities at Riga and Pegging
in the months of April and May
2024. They visited and prayed
for all the Catholic families at Bo-
leng, Riga and Pegging. They also
engaged the children and youth
in teaching guitar and music and
lessons on English and other sub-
jects. The Brothers left for Novi-
tiate on 4th June fully boosted up
for their Novitiate.

Parish Feast

The Feast of Sacred Heart of Je-
sus, the patron of the Boleng Par-
ish was celebrated with gaiety and
fervor. The preparations started
with nine days Novena with Holy
Mass from 31 May 2024 prior to
the Feast on 09 June 2024. Rev.
Fr. Thomson Erathedathu MSFS,
the Provincial of Dibrugargh
Province was the main celebrant
for the Feast Celebration. It was
Fr. Thomson who had given first
baptism in Boleng area. The peo-
ple were very happy to meet Fr.
Thomson after many years, who
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had led them to Catholic faith.

Daily Tuition for Catholic
Students

Two hours of daily tuition for the
Catholic students of the Boleng
has been started at CMI House
Boleng from the month of May
2024. Two teachers have been ap-
pointed for this purpose with the
support from the Province.

Visit of the New Bishop to
Migging Parish

Bishop Benny Varghese Edathat-
tel, the new bishop of Itanagar
diocese was welcomed with tra-
ditional gaiety and fervor when
he visited the Migging Parish for
the first time after becoming the
new bishop of Itanagar diocese in
October 2023. The parishioners
were very happy that their new
bishop visited them soon after his
episcopal ordination. He also met
the faithful from Panggo and Mo-
sing when they had come for the
Parish Feast at Migging.

Parish Feast

The feast of St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara, the patron saint of St.
Chavara Kuiakose Elias Parish
Migging was celebrated with
great solemnity on 3 January
2024. The celebrations began
with three days Novena with Holy
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Mass on 31 December, 2023. The
faithful from the sub centres of
Panggo and Mosing joined for the
parish feast. Bishop Benny Vargh-
ese was the main celebrant for
the Feast Day Solemnity and Fr.
Shaju Panangadan CMI, the par-
ish priest concelebrated.

Canonical visit of the Provincial

Rev. Fr. Ciril Joseph Kuttiyanikkal,
our Provincial made the canon-
ical visitation of the CMI House
Migging from 7-9 of March 2024.
He offered Holy Mass for the par-
ish community and encouraged
them in their spiritual and pasto-
ral growth. He also expressed his
gratitude towards the community
of faithful for the whole heart-
ed support rendered to the CMI
priests of the parish.

New Assistant Parish Priest

Rev. Fr. Benadict Koply CMI, the
newly ordained priest of St. Paul
Province Bhopal joined the par-
ish as the assistant parish priest
in the fourth week of February
2024. Being a musician and or-
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ganist he taught the community
good liturgical music for the Holy
Mass and other occasions.

Music and Guitar Classes

The youth who returned to the
parish during their school holi-
days had a good time with Fr. Be-
nadict in learning guitar and mu-
sic in the months of April and May
2024. It was also an occasion for
them to learn prayers and Gospel
themes.

New Assistant Parish Priest

Rev. Fr. Danish Kannadan CMl ar-
rived at Migging on first June as
the new assistant parish priest of
Migging. He also works as the ad-
ministrator of the house. He was
accorded a warm welcome while
Rev. Fr. Benadict Koply was given
a warm farewell as he moves to
Tuting as the new Assistant par-
ish priest and assistant Rector at
Tuting.

Fencing of the Compound

A large plot of land was donated
by different people of the Migging
parish community for CMI St.
Paul Province. It was fenced with
voluntary service of the parish-
ioners while the materials were
provided by the CMI House. Now
the plot of land is being used for
cultivation.
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HST. JOHN’S PROVINCE, BIJNOR NN

Slum Visit

On 4 May, 2024, as part of a
slum development project, a visit
was organized at Jeevan Dhara
School, Bombay Colony, Ghaz-
iabad, led by Fr. Biju Vadakkel,
General Councilor, along with
15 counsellors from all the CMI
Provinces. Fr. Cyriac Thomas, Di-
rector of Chavara Seva Samaj and
Fr. Pauly, Deputy Director of Cha-
vara Seva Samaj, also participat-
ed in the initiative. This initiative
aimed to address and improve
conditions within the slum com-
munity, benefiting a total of 150
individuals.

Additionally,on the same day, free
study materials were distributed
to 200 non-formal students from
slum communities at St. Stephen
School, Ghaziabad.

Inauguration of Pratiksha
Agrifarm in Nathewaly

The inauguration of Pratiksha Ag-
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rifarm in Nathewaly took place
on 6 May, 2024, at Maria Bhavan,
Nathewaly.

The inauguration marked a signif-
icant step forward in promoting
agricultural development in the
region. The initiative holds prom-
ise not only for the local economy
but also for empowering farmers
and fostering resilience in the ag-
ricultural sector.

2024

The Teachers' Orientation Pro-
gram 2024 organized by the De-
partment of Education was suc-
cessfully held from July 1 to July
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3, 2024, across three different
zones. The whole program fo-
cused on the topic "The Impact of
Educators' Mindset on the Holis-
tic Development of the School."

Two eminent speakers from Kris-
tu Jayanti College, Bengaluru, Dr.
Jonas Richard A. and Prof. Suku
Thomas Samuel, efficiently con-
ducted the sessions, engaging
teachers in discussions about the
critical role of educators' mind-
sets in fostering holistic develop-
ment in schools.

The orientation program was a
resounding success, thanks to the
active participation and cooper-
ation of all teaching staff. It pro-
vided valuable learning experi-
ences, reinforcing the importance
of a positive educator mindset in
shaping the holistic development
of students.

Inter-School Basketball
Tournament

The Department of Education, St.
John's (CMI) Province, Bijnor, for
the first time, initiated and hosted
an inter-school basketball tour-
nament at St. Joseph’s Academy,
Ghaziabad, on July 12-13, 2024,
in memory of the legendary mis-
sionary, the late Rev. Fr. Raymond
Mancheril CMI. The tournament,
titled "Fr. Raymond Memorial
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Inter-School Basketball Tourna-
ment 2024-25," saw spirited par-
ticipation from six schools within
St. John’s Province. Ever-rolling
trophies were arranged for the
champion and runner-up teams.

Four league matches were com-
pleted on the first day, with the
remaining matches held on the
next day.

On July 13, after intense compe-
tition, Carmel School, Chamba
emerged victorious, while Maria
School, Jaspur secured the run-
ner-up position. Special awards
were given for Most Valuable
Player, Best Defender, Fair Play
(Team), Best Feeder, and Best
Shooter.

This memorable event honored
the legacy of the late Rev. Fr. Ray-
mond Mancheril CMI and pro-
moted sportsmanship, teamwork,
and solidarity among the partici-
pating schools.
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B SACRED HEART PROVINCE, KOCHI IS
Province Day 2024

YW

-:. £ il L

= A & & . et ‘
The Province Day was Held on 1%t of May, 2024. About 160 members
participated. The celebrations began with the Eucharistic celebration
by Fr Provincial and Councillors. Province Day Matches were started on
27t of April at Kakkanad Cricket Ground. The basketball matches and
Badminton matches were held in the RSCC Auditorium, Kalamassery.

New Priest

Rev. Fr. Sebin Kumbalath was ordained Priest on 18 May, 2024, by

Bp. Jose Chittooparambil, CMI. Nearly 500 People participated in
the function.

Scholastic’s Parents Day the Holy Mass and later interac-
tive sessions and lunch were ar-
ranged. Vietnam Jack fruit plants
were gifted to the family mem-
bers as a gesture of CMI Environ-
mental Policy.

The Parents Day of Scholastics
was held on 5 May, 2024. Nearly
150 family members of the Scho-
lastics Participated. It began with
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Final Profession

i
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Scholastics, Manickathan Ben CMI, Thacharathra Jinu CMI, Maliakkal
Austin CMI, Kunnappally Felix CMI, Kolanchery Joel CMI and Nibin
Veshnal CMI (Bijinor) made their Final Profession on 25 May, 2024 at
Sacred Heart Provincial House, Kalamassery. Fr Benny Nalkara, Pro-
vincial was the main celebrant. Fr Davis Varayilan, Provincial, Bijinor
Province, delivered the homily and Fr Antony Kochalumkal, Formation
Co-ordinator of the Province was the co-celebrant.

Feast of the Sacred Heart

1 4
Solemn Feast of the Sacred Heart
was celebrated on 7 June, 2024. It
was jointly celebrated in the cam-
pus by the Solemn Eucharistic
celebration in the Rajagiri Sports
and Cultural Centre. Seven fa-
thers, School staff and students of
the campus participated. As part
of the Sacred Heart Feast all the
houses of the province was gifted
with tree saplings under the initi-
ative of Agricultural Department.
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IGNITE 2024 - Teens Meet

Yuvanirmithi brought back its
youth camp, IGNITE 2024. It was
held from May 7 to 10 at the Raja-
giri campus in Kalamassery, with
aspecial focus on teenagers. Over
85 enthusiastic students from
different parishes, both boys and
girls, participated actively. The
event, conducted as a four-day
residential program, was inau-
gurated by Provincial Fr. Benny
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Nalklara. Renowned Indian music
director and singer Mr. Alphonse

New Buds

Joseph shared impactful insights
on empowering teens.

The new batch of sixteen students joined the Seminary in the month of
June thisyear. There are grade ten and grade twelve students. Fr. James
Kunthara, Rector together with Fr. Prior and community welcomed

them into the community.

Oommen Chandy
Snehasparsham

Manna Trust which is managed
by Oommen Chandy's family
members has started a free med-
ical camp project called Oommen
Chandy Snehasparsham on the
occasion of his death anniversary.
A lamp was lighted by Oommen
Chandy's wife Mariamma Oom-
men and was handed over to Ra-

18

jagiri Hospital Executive Director
and CEOQ, Fr. Johnson Vazhappilly.
The first medical camp was held
on 14 July at Oommen Chandy
Nagar in Idukki.

New Principal

Rev. Fr. Jaison Mulerikkal, CMI
is appointed the New Principal
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of Rajagiri School of Engineer-
ing and Technology on 1st June,
2024. Fr. Jaison is the first priest
to be appointed as the Principal at
RSET. Hearty Congratulations...

Parpidapadhathi

Sahrudaya Housing Project has
constructed a new residence at
Manappuram for Mr. Antony Var-
key, a member of our Monastery
Parish. The new house was bless-
ed by Fr. Provincial in a ceremony
marking the completion of the
project on 14th July, 2024.

NCC Officer

Fr Joy Onattu is appomted as
the Associate NCC officer. The
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badging ceremony was held at
Pachalam, Kochi. Fr Provincial
and members from the Thevara
Monastery participated.

Green Award

. Kristu ]1) anti Col cgc
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UNITED NATIONS ACADEMIC IMPACT HUB FOR SDG 1

KRISTU JAYANTI EXCELLENCE AWARD 2024

Rajagiri Higher Secondary School
, {5

r Kochi, Kerala
Rajagiri Higher Secondary School,
Kochi secured first place in recog-
nition of outstandingcommitment
to Implementing Sustainable De-
velopment Goals and fostering in-
clusive, quality education. It was
presented at the National Educa-
tors Summit on "Transformative
School Education through Stra-
tegic Integration of Competen-
cies" organised by Kristu Jayanti
College, Autonomous, Bengaluru,
fromMay 9 - 11, 2024.
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Ceremonial Beginning of the
Year of Family, Youth &
Children

The congregation has dedicated
this year as the Year of Family,
Youth, and Children in prepara-
tion for the Bicentennial celebra-
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tions. A ceremonial and solemn
inauguration of the year's pro-
grams was conducted at various
parishes and institutions of the
province.

Remarkable Achievement in
Academic Success

Itis with great pride that we share
the news that all our schools

achieved 100% success rate in
both board and state examina-
tions, with students excelling in
their endeavors. This success

underscores our commitment to
providing quality education en-
riched with values to the young
generation, truly following the
great legacy of St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara.

Fmal Professmn

Four of our brothers made their final profession before Fr. Provmaal
on Saturday, 25 May, at Carmel Provincial House Chapel. The brothers
who made their final profession are Bro. Alant Palliparambil, Bro. Paul-
son Chettiparambil, Bro. Delvin Valikulathu, and Bro. Melvin Nirap-

pathu.
Homage to Rev. Fr. Mathew
Bassus Manjakunnel CMI
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The 25t death anniversary of Rev.
Fr. Mathew Bassus Manjakunnel
CMI was commemorated at Car-
mel Monastery, Vazhakulam, on
July 20, 2024. The ceremony hon-
ored the significant contributions
made by Rev. Fr. Bassus during
his tenure as regional superior
and the first provincial of Carmel
Province. His committed and ded-
icated life to the Church and Con-
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gregation was remembered with
gratitude.

Commemoration of Fr. Bede at
Carmel Monastery, Vazhakulam

a AT 5

The death anniversary of Rev. Fr.
Bede Korattiyil CMI was com-
memorated at Carmel Monas-
tery, Vazhakulam on March 13,
2024.The Holy Mass and prayers,
attended by a gathering of the
faithful, honored Fr. Bede's en-
during legacy of a saintly life. His
life continues to inspire and guide
each one of us. Fr. Bede’s memory
lives onin the hearts of those who
knew him, as the Carmel Mon-
astery remains a beacon of his
enduring influence and spiritual
teachings.

Inauguration of Social Outreach
Initiatives by Shanthigiri
College Vazhithala

Shanthigiri College, Vazhithala
has launched a series of activities
as part of its social outreach pro-
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gram aimed at uplifting the needy
and less privileged, especially the
handicapped. The inauguration of
the distribution of income gen-
eration projects and the promo-
tion of vegetable farming for the
differently abled took place at Fr.
Bede Memorial Hall on 20 March,
2024. Fr. Mathew Manjakunnel
CMI, Provincial was the chief
guest and Mr. Bhaskaran, the
Panchayath President attended
the ceremony.

Celebrating Fr. Tijo’s Achieve-
ment in Doctoral Studies

Fr. Tijo has achieved a significant
milestone by successfully defend-
inghis doctoral thesistitled, “Kuri-
akose Elias Chavara (1805-1871)
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- WEGWEISER UND LEHRER
MISSIONARISCHEN ZEUGNISS-
ES IN DER HAUSKIRCHE- Ein
Vergleich der Schreiben “Cha-
varul” und “Amorits Laetitia” un-
ter besonderer Berlcksichtigung
der Kindererziehung”. Written
in German, his thesis delves into
the guiding and teaching aspects
of St. Chavara’s apostolate at the
domestic church, with a particular
emphasis on parenting as illumi-
nated by “Chavarul” and “Amoris
Laetitia”. It’s truly commendable
that the work pays a genuine trib-
ute to our founder, St. Chavara,
by highlighting the contemporary
relevance of his teachings.

The Blessing of The Renovated
Novitiate Chapel

The blessing of the renovated No-
vitiate Chapel took place at Ner-
iamangalam on July 16, the feast
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of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.
His Excellency Bp. Mar George
Madathikandathil blessed the
chapel, and the provincials of the
Kochi and Muvattupuzha prov-
inces were also present for the
ceremony.

‘Vachana Koithu’ and ‘Vachan-
opasana’ Competitions

The pastoral department of the
Carmel Province has organized
‘Vachanopasana’ competition for
the children of classes 1 to 6 and
the ‘Vachana Koithu’ competition
for the mothers of the Idukki dio-
cese. About 1400 children partic-
ipated in the Bible Study compe-
tition ‘Vachanopasana’, and a girl
of class 6 who byhearted 651 Bi-
ble verses secured the first prize.
Nearly 400 mothers participated
in the ‘Vachana Koithu’ competi-
tion conducted for mothers in as-
sociation with the Mathruvedi of
Idukki diocese.
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Bl ST. PAUL'S PROVINCE, MYSORE NN

HOUSE BLESSING

S

On 1 May, 2024 Bishop Sebastian
of the Diocese of Mandya blessed

the newly constructed house, at
Hallikerehundi.

The ceremony was attended by
many sisters from neighboring
communities, and the well wish-
ers.

SEMINAR

On 13 May, 2024 Carmel Bhavan
hosted an enlightening seminar
on real estate laws, guidelines,
and important information. Mr.
Kuriakose Chirackal was the re-
source person, renowned for his
expertise in the field. Profession-
als from the real estate sector,
legal experts, and interested indi-
viduals participated in the event
at Carmel Bhavan.

ANNUAL RETREAT AND
RENEWAL PROGRAMME

From June 16 to 21, the annu-
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al retreat and renewal led by Fr.
Thomas Vattakkattu proved to
be an enriching experience for all
participants. Held at the Provin-
cial House, the retreat saw the
participation of 29 priests, who
gathered for a time of spiritual
rejuvenation and reflection.
Fr. Thomas Vattakkattu, the re-
treat preacher, guided the par-
ticipants through a series of
thought-provoking and spiritually
nourishing sessions.

PERPETUAL PROFESSION
o 16 B

On Saturday, 25 May 2024, Bros.
Dencin Karikkattil CMI and Amal
Thazhathepuram CMI made their
perpetual profession at Carmel
Bhavan, Mysuru.

Fr Provincial was the main cele-
brant and Fr Antony Akkappallil
delivered the homily. Let us keep
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Bros. Dencin Karikkattil CMI and
Amal Thazhathepuram CMlin our
prayers, asking for God's abun-

in Lakkidi, Wayanad, on 15 April.
There were 32 students from
across Kerala in attendance. Fr.

dant blessings on their spiritual
journey and mission.

VOCATION CAMP
% i i

Pratheesh Kolliyil and Fr. John
Kandamkery engaged the stu-
dents throughout the camp.

1

The camp also included a small
picnic on Thamarassery Ghat
Roads, which was a new experi-
ence for many students. A team of
three, including Fr. Provincial, Fr.
Renny, and Fr. Pratheesh, select-
ed 20 students out of the 32 par-
ticipants. Let us continue to pray
for those in the first year aspiran-

This year's vocation camp was
cy at Thandavapura.

held at Mount Sinai CMI Ashram
EIKASIA

On 22 June, the Chavara Aspirants House held a memorable event fo
the inauguration of the newcomers and the Literary and Cultural Asso-
ciation (LCA) for the academic year 2024-25. The event, named "EIKA-
SIA," meaning "To Think Beyond," was a significant cultural and spiritual
gathering.

The evening began with a solemn Bible service led by Bro. Abin Eda-
manassery and James Chemplayil, setting a reflective tone for the night.
Following this, Fr. Provincial formally inaugurated the LCA and deliv-
ered the inaugural address that inspired and motivated the attendees.
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The cultural evening of "EIKASIA" featured various performances that
showcased the talents of the students, reflecting the theme of thinking

beyond and embracing creativity.

Bl ST. JOSEPH’S PROVINCE, TRIVANDRUM 1IN

40 Hours Adoration
at Mannanam

Y |
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St. Joseph Monastery Church in
Mannanam concluded its annual
feast on 21 April, 2024, after ten
days of celebrations marked by
devotion and enthusiasm.

Each day of the feast focused on
a specific theme for prayer inten-
tions. These themes included St.
Joseph and St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara, prayers for job seekers
and business owners, prayers for
farmers, families, the Catholic
Church, and a Thanksgiving Day.

The central event of the feast was
the 40 Hours Adoration, a tradi-
tion with a rich history initiated
by St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
himself, commemorating Jesus
Christ’s 40 days and 40 nights of
fasting in the wilderness. The 40
Hours Adoration commenced on

58

April 18th with a solemn mass led
by the main celebrant, Fr. Varghe-
se Thanumavankal, Vicar General
for Religious and Formation of the
Changanacherry  Archdiocese.
The adoration concluded two
days later with solemn Holy Mass
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Antony
Elamthottam CMI, Provincial.
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St. Chavara Community Hall
Blessed in Kanyakumari Region

yakumari was blessed by Rev. Fr.
Antony Elamthottam CMI, Pro-
vincial, on Thursday, April 25,
2024. The ceremony was attend-
ed by Fr. Chacko Manackal, Coun-
cillor for Finance, Fr. Mathew
Arekalam, Sub-Regional Superior,
and all the fathers and brothers of
the Kanyakumari region.

Silver Jubilee Celebration of
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Attichira and
Rev. Fr. James Mullassery

A grand celebration was held on
Saturday, April 6, 2024, at CMI
Provincial House, Thiruvallam, to
mark the 25t anniversary of the
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ordination of Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Attichira CMI and Rev. Fr. James
Mullassery CMI as priests. The
function commenced with awarm
welcome by Fr. Provincial, setting
thestageforamemorableevening.
The highlight of the ceremony
was the concelebrated Holy Qur-
bana, where Fr. Sebastian Attichi-

ra served as the main celebrant.

Fr. Mathew Kannampally gave an
inspiring homily that beautifully
captured the significant contribu-
tions of both Fr. Sebastian Attichi-
ra and Fr. James Mullassery to the
CMI Province and the congrega-
tion as awhole.

s@ ﬂ&&&ﬁ%&& aﬁsa&v =

Vocation Camp at S H Minor
Seminary

discernment

Vocation
“Come & See” was held at the SH
Minor Seminary in Chethipuzha
on 12 -14 April, 2024.

camp

The camp was inaugurated by Fr.
Provincial. Following the inaugu-
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ration, Father Sebastian Attichi-
ra, the Vicar Provincial, delivered
an introductory talk designed to
introduce the participants to the
concepts of discernment and reli-
gious vocations.

The three-day programincluded a
variety of sessions, activities, and
interactions aimed at helping the
participants gain a deeper under-
standing of the priesthood and
religious life.

Commemoration of
Fr Placid J Podipara

On Saturday, 27 April, 2024, the
Sacred Heart Monastery Church
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in Chethipuzha commemorated
the 39" death anniversary of the
Rev. Dr. Fr. Placid J. Podippara
CMI. The ceremonies that were
organised to honour the memory
of this great son of Syro - Malabar
Church commenced at 3:30 PM
with a concelebrated Holy Mass,
presided over by Curia Bishop
Mar Sebastian Vaniapurackal.

A

Video tribute to Honour
Fr Thomas Kalayil

celebrating
§
THE LIFE OF

OUR DEAR

Fr Thomas

Ka /ayi [

The media department of the CMI
St Joseph’s Province, Trivandrum,
recently released a touching trib-
ute video dedicated to the mem-
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ory of the late Rev. Fr. Thomas
Kalayil CMI. The video, titled
“Kalatheetham” was uploaded on
the CMITVM YouTube channel.

“Kalatheetham” features recol-
lections from Reverend Fathers
who knew and worked with Fr.
Thomas. Their shared experienc-
es offer a glimpse into his charac-
ter, contributions, and lasting im-
pact within the CMI community.

CMI Parishes Organized
“Viswasolsawam”
Summer Catechesis Program

This summer, CMI parishes across
the Province brought faith to life
with a vibrant program called
“Viswasolsawam.’

Brothers from the province
played a pivotal role in Viswasol-
sawam, infusing the program with
creativity and energy. Their dedi-
cation helped make the catechesis
sessions not only informative but
also engaging and enjoyable for
participants.

Youth of St Joseph’s Church,
Kuchapuram Spread Kindness
at Karunya Bhavan

Youth from St. Joseph’s Church,
Kuchapuram, carried out a heart-
warming initiative that embodied
the spirit of compassion and care.
Led by Rev. Fr. Mathew Kannam-
pally CMI, Vicar, the group visited
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Karunya Bhavan, a home for the
destitute located in Vizhinjam.

Their activities included cleaning
the surroundings of the facility,
engaging in interactive games and
conversations with the residents,
and overall fostering a spirit of
fellowship.

This act of kindness by the St.
Joseph’s Church youth is a com-
mendable example of social re-
sponsibility and putting faith into
action.

Sneha Thanal Offers
a Listening Ear

Adoor witnessed abeacon of hope
for mental well-being with the
launch of “Sneha Thanal: A space
to be heard: You Speak, We Lis-
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ten.” This initiative, spearheaded
by the Mind Care and Counselling
Institute at Adoor, aims to provide
a platform for individuals to seek
help and find solaceThe inaugu-
ral camp, held at St. Shanthal’s
School, Malamughal, proved to be
a resounding success. A dedicat-
ed team of psychologists, psychi-
atrists, and motivational speakers
guided the program, offering val-
uable insights and support to the
participants.

Fr. Titto Vallavanthara CMI, Fr.
Ligin Moozhayil CMI, and the
Brothers played a pivotal role in
ensuring the camp’s smooth op-
eration. The resounding success
of this first venture is a testament
to the tireless efforts of Rev. Fr.
James Madathilchira CMI, Coun-
cillor of Social Apostolate and Di-
rector of Sneha Bhavan, Adoor.

K. E. Carmel Schools in Kolkata
Held Teachers’ Orientation Pro-
gramme Led by Rev. Fr. Martin

Mallath CMI

(FBINVESTITURE
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K.E.Carmel Schools in Kolkata
Region organized an enriching
teachers’ orientation program un-
der the leadership of the Educa-
tion Department of the CMI Gen-
eralateon 14-26 April,2024. Rev.
Fr. Martin Mallath CMI, the Gen-
eral Councillor for Education and
Communication, led the program.

The session focused on empow-
ering teachers to refine their edu-
cational philosophies and practic-
es. Drawing inspiration from the
visions of our founder, St. Kuri-
akose Elias Chavara, Fr. Martin
encouraged the teachers to revis-
it the congregation’s rich history
and gain a deeper understanding
of its core values.

The program delved into the im-
portance of evolving teaching
methods to foster the concept
of universal brotherhood. Fr.
Mallath emphasized the role of
educators in equipping students
to become changemakers who
actively work to eradicate social
evils.
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St. Ephrem’s Cheers as Twin
Brothers Represent Kerala in
National Basketball
Championship

St. Ephrem’s Higher Secondary
School, Mannanam, exudes in
pride as twin brothers, Jins K Joy
and Jeevan K Joy, gear up to rep-
resent Kerala at the prestigious
38" National Basketball Champi-
onship, began in Pondicherry.

Jins, the elder brother, will be
leading the Kerala team as cap-
tain for the first time. This marks
his third selection to play for the
state, while Jeevan has been cho-
sen for the second time.

The talented duo’s basketball

journey began at St. Ephrem’s it-
self, nurtured by the dedication
of coaches Fr. Antony, Fr. Arun,
Ajith Thomas, Premkumar, Dimil
C Mathew.

Adding another layer to this in-
spiring story, the twins come from
a family steeped in athletic excel-
lence. Their father, Joby Francis,
is a national athletics medalist, wh
ile their mother, Thresiaamma, sh
one as a national discus thrower.

The Kerala team boasts addi-
tional strength from St. Ephrem’s
Academy, Mannanam, with Vinay
Shankar, Niyukta Salil, Vasude-
van, and Milan Joseph joining the
twins.

Theology Students Take
Initiative for Social Well-being in Adoor

Six first-year theologians of the
province recently ventured on a
social work exposure program at
Sneha Bhavan, Adoor. This week-
long initiative served notonly as a
learning experience for them but
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also as a valuable outreach pro-
gram for two new ventures: Sne-
ha Thanal and Pakal Veedu.

Sneha Thanal, meaning “a space
to be heard,” is a Mind Care and
Counselling Institute aimed at
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providing mental health support
to the community. Pakal Veedu
translates to “day house” and of-
fers awelcoming space for elderly
individuals to socialize and spend
their days.

The brothers actively partici-
pated in a door-to-door survey,
visiting roughly 150 households.
This survey aimed to gauge public
awareness and willingness to uti-
lize the services offered by Sneha
Thanal and Pakal Veedu.

C.M.L. Congregation Celebrates
193 Foundation Day and
Launches “Year of Families,

Youth and Children”

B

The Carmelites of Mary Immac-
ulate (C.M.l.) Congregation cele-
brates its 193 Foundation Day
while also embarking on a special
year dedicated to families, youth,
and children.

The official festivities took place
on Saturday, 11 May, 2024, at
St. Joseph’s Monastery Church,
Mannanam. The day began with a
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Holy Mass and Novena dedicated
to Saint Chavara Kuriakose Elias,
with Mar George Alencherry, the
Major Archbishop Emeritus of the
Syro Malabar Church, as the main
celebrant. This was followed by a
special Agape (feast) organized
by the K. E. Higher Secondary
School, Mannanam, in the school-
yard at 2 PM. The highlight of the
afternoon was the official inaugu-
ration ceremony of the “Year of
Families, Youth and Children”

The celebration extended a warm
invitation to the parents of Rever-
end Fathers and Brothers of the
CMI Congregation, who active-
ly participated in the function.
There was distribution of mango
saplings after the programme re-
membering St. Chavara’s legacy
and the history of Prior Mavu, the
mango tree planted by the found-
er.

Eight Brothers Make Perpetual
Profession in the Province

On 25 may, 2024, eight Rev.
Brothers from CMI St. Joseph’s
Province made their Perpetual
Profession at St. Joseph’s Monas-
tery Church in Mannanam.

The ceremony commenced with
a Concelebrated Holy Qurbana,
with Rev. Fr. Antony Elamthot-
tam CMI, Provincial, serving as
the main celebrant. Rev. Fr. Bijo
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Mattaparampil CMI delivered an
inspiring homily.

Expressing their heartfelt grati-

Foundation Stone Laying
Ceremony of Immaculate
Conception Monastery Held

N e S

The foundation laying ceremony
for the new building of Immac-
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tude, Rev. Bro. Jithu Kadanthot-
tu CMI, on behalf of the newly
professed Brothers, delivered a
thanksgiving speech.

3 PR
i }

ulate Conception Monastery,
Muttar, was held on Friday, May
3, 2024. Fr. Antony Elamthottam
CMI, Provincial, blessed the foun-
dation stone and led the prayer.

Fathers from neighbouring CMI
communities participated in the
ceremony. The construction of
the Ashram is underway.

Online Meetings Foster
Collaboration

The Provincial Council took an in-
novative approachin the month of
May by conducting a series of on-
line meetings for various groups
of members within the province.
These virtual sessions provided a
platform for communication, dis-
cussion, and collaboration despite
geographical limitations.
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Inauguration of Year of Family,
Youth and Children

1
@’ . =

The Congregation has declared
this year, 2024-25 as the Year of
Family, Youth and Children.

Within the province, many mon-
asteries and houses marked the
inauguration of this special year
with celebratory events, including
lamp lighting ceremonies and flag
hoisting.

New Appointments for
Fr Roy and Fr Bibin

Following the retirement from
St. Ephrem’s Higher Secondary
School, Mannanam, Fr. Roy Ma-
leckal took charge as the vicar at
Mar Sleeva Church, Koorappada.
He will also oversee the parish’s
CBSE school. After a success-
ful four-month ministry at St.
Mathew’s Church in Kottacka-
puram, Fr. Bibin Ottathankal has
been appointed as the assistant
vicar of St. Xavier’s Church in Vil-
loonni.

CARMELASANDESAM | SEPTEMBER 2024

Scholastics Meet 2024

The CMI Provincial House hosted
the Scholastics Meet on 18- 19
May, 2024. The meet provided
a valuable opportunity for the
Brothers to connect, share ex-
periences, and gain insights into
their vocation.

Fr. Tomy Kattampally CMI and Fr.
Romeo Kallukalam CMlI, led the
sessions.

The meet culminated in a solemn
Holy Mass on the concluding day,
followed by a movie night at LuLu
Mall.
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Expansion of Workshop at
Carmel Polytechnic College,
Punnapra

Carmel Polytechnic College in
Punnapra celebrated a significant
milestone with the foundation
stone laying ceremony for the ex-
tension of its workshop building.
The ceremony, held in May 2024,
marked the beginning of a project
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that will enhance the college’s fa-
cilities and provide students with
additional learning opportunities.

The foundation stone was laid by
Rev. Fr. Thomas Choolaparampil
CMl, Prior of St. Joseph’s Car-
mel Monastery, Punnapra. The
new building is envisioned as a
three-story structure, suggesting
an expansion that will significant-
ly increase the workshop space
available for practical training.
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“Viswasolsawam” Summer Cat-
echesis Program

This summer, CMI parishes across
the Province brought faith to life
with a vibrant program called
“Viswasolsawam.” This intensive
catechesis initiative was aimed
to deepen the faith formation of
participants, particularly children
and youth.

The program proved to be a re-
sounding success, with CMI par-
ishes receiving high praise for
their execution. Brothers from
the province played an active role
in Viswasolsawam, infusing the
program with creativity and ener-
gy. Their dedication helped make
the catechesis sessions not only
informative but also engaging and
enjoyable for participants.

IGNITE - Orientation
Programme for teachers

Snehathanal of Social Work and
Health Care Department of St.
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Joseph’s Province, Trivandrum,
recently conducted a successful
orientation programme for teach-
ers titled “Ignite” Held at the An-
ugraha Renewal Centre, Vazhoor,
the program aimed to equip 120
teaching staff members from K.
E. English Medium School, Man-
nanam, with the latest knowledge
and innovative teaching methods.

The three-day program featured
renowned speakers, including Fr.
James Madathilchira, Fr. Sebas-
tian Attichira, Fr. Joseph Kuree-
thara, Fr. Titto Vallavanthara, Fr.
Justin Alukkal, and Fr. Cijo Chen-
nadu.
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LET US DREAM Empowers
Young Minds Through Men-
torship Program and Summer
Camps

LAl

LET US DREAM, an organization,
is making a significant impact on
the lives of underprivileged and
underperforming middle school
students through its unique cur-
riculum-based community men-
toring project called DREAMS
founded by Rev. Fr. Lijo Pathickal
CMLI.

The programme operates on a
three-year cycle, focusing on spe-
cific skill development in each
year: Personal Development,
Interpersonal Skills, Leadership
Skills

The key aspect of the DREAMS
programme is the involvement of
college/university students from
the local community who serve as
mentors to the middle schoolers.
This interaction fosters a posi-
tive learning environment where
younger students can receive
guidance and support from en-
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thusiastic role models.

In addition to the core mentoring
program, LET US DREAM also
organized summer camps across
different chapters in Kerala. In
May 2024, six chapters - Changa-
nacherry, Thrickodithanam, Man-
nanam, Maranalloor, Puthiyathu-
ra, and Nalanchira - held five-day
summer camps at different days.
These camps likely provided a
fun and engaging space for par-
ticipants to further develop their
skills and bond with their peers
and mentors.

Department of Education and
Media Launches New Digital
Platform on Saint Chavara

chavaraty X Q

P Chavara TV
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The Department of Education
and Media has launched a new
digital initiative, Chavara TV, ded-
icated to Saint Chavara, a pioneer
of social and educational reforms
in Kerala. Chavara TV aims to be
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a “portal to the teachings and leg-
acy” of St Chavara. The platform
will explore Saint Chavara’s “time-
less wisdom, social reforms, and
spiritual insights,” highlighting his
lasting impact on generations.

St. Joseph’s Province
Distributes 10,000 Books to
Support Underprivileged
Students

In a commendable initiative, the
Social Work Department of St.
Joseph’s Province, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, has undertaken the
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distribution of 10,000 books to
students from underprivileged
backgrounds. This generous act
aims to bridge the educational
gap and empower these students
with essential learning materials.

The project received overwhelm-
ing support from various institu-
tions, with Managers, Principals,
Bursars, and Directors contribut-
ing valuable study materials and
notebooks. Their contributions
are a testament to the shared
commitment to fostering educa-
tional opportunities for all.

The spirit of St. Chavara, the
founder of the CMI congrega-
tion, is truly embodied in this in-
itiative. St. Chavara championed
the cause of education, believing
it to be the cornerstone of social
progress. This project ensures his
legacy of educating and support-
ing underprivileged students con-
tinues to flourish.
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B DHARMARAM, BANGALORE IS
Inauguration of Academic Year
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The new academic year 2024-25
with a concelebrated Holy Qurbana presided over by Rev. Dr. Joy Phil-
ip Kakkanattu, the President of DVK. Rev. Fr. Varghese Vithayathil,
Pro-ViceChancellor of DVK, delivered the message of the day. In his
reflection on the manifesto of Jesus, he stressed the fact that labelling
someone is disabling them and warned the community about this dan-
ger that might creep in. Quoting Pope Francis, he added that theology
must begin on bent knees and should lead us to listen to the voice of
people. He also inspired everyone to develop the mind of St. Paul, who
wished to be called a servant of Christ. Following the Holy Qurbana,
there was an inaugural session at the JBC Auditorium, DVK. In his inau-
gural address, Fr. Joy Philip Kakkanattu, the President of DVK, quoting
Dignitas Infinita, the declaration of the Dicastery for the Doctrine of
Faith on human dignity, stressed the need to respect it under all circum-
stances. He urged the students to contextualize philosophical and the-
ological studies. Furthermore, several books penned by the faculties of
DVK were released and the authors were appreciated. At the end of the
session, staff members of DVK who left for their eternal reward were
commemorated. Fr. Devasiachan Mukulathu, the Registrar of DVK,
thanked everyone for their support in organizing the inaugural session
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Dukhrana

Dharmaram community celebrat-
ed the Feast of St. Thomas, the
Apostle of India on 3 July, 2024
with a Solemn Raza Qurbana.
Fr. Jomy Nedunilathuthara was
the main celebrant for this most
solemn form of Syro Malabar
Qurbana. Fr. Tomy Kattampally
delivered the homily in which he
presented St. Thomas as an apos-
tle of presence who found cour-
age inthe presence of God. He de-
scribed how the Holy Cross, the
word of God and the Holy Eucha-
rist that serve as the representa-
tions of the divine presence are
revered in Raza Qurbana. He con-
cluded his message with the invi-
tation to be encouraged, empow-
ered, and enlightened by God'’s
presence following the example
of St. Thomas. In preparations
for Dukhrana C-Section brothers
conducted solemn Ramsa on 2
July 2024. Followed by the Ram-
sa there was a gathering at BJTM
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in which Fr. Varghese Vithayathil,
the Rector, addressed the com-
munity sharing the message of St.
Thomas Day. Citing the words of
Rahul Gandhi, the Leader of Op-
position “Daro mat, Darao mat,’
he motivated the community to
rekindle the missionary zeal of
St. Thomas. During the gathering
the A-Section brothers served
the traditional sweet of St. Thom-
as Christians, kozhukattai to all.
As a part of the celebrations the
brothers were taken to the thea-
tre to enjoy the movie ‘Kalki.

Bishop Jonas Thaliath
Endowment Lectures

The Bishop Jonas Thaliath En-
dowment Lectures for the ac-
ademic year 2024-25, entitled
“Spiritual Care in Multi-Religious
Healthcare Contexts,” took place
on 8 July 2024. Dr. Joris Gielen
of Catholic University of Leuven,
Belgium led the sessions from
ethical and spiritual perspectives.
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The inauguration of Dharmaram
LCA ‘Tarang’ 2024-25

The inauguration of Dharmaram
LCA ‘Tarang’ 2024-25 was held
on 9 July 2024. Fr. Antu Nayan-
gara, the LCA director, welcomed
the gathering. Fr. Varghese Vi-
thayathil, the Rector, delivered
the message of the day, empha-
sizing the importance of LCA in
fostering growth and supporting
missionary activities. The re-
nowned playback singer Fr. Bibin
George graced the occasion as
the guest of the day. He described
his musical journey in a moving
speech, starting with his moth-
er’s petition to St. Antony for a
gifted child. He recalled how his
mother initially identified his tal-
ent. Speaking about his journey
as a playback singer he recounted
the initial days of his involvement
in the Indian Voice reality show
by Mazhavil Manorama and how
the show enabled him to discover
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the beauty of his voice. Fr. Bibin
mentioned how God had helped
to prepare him for his career in
music. He also related his tale
of vocation to priesthood telling
how he heard God’s call to service
during the vestition of his close
friend. Fr. Thomas Parayil, the
administrator, delivered a heart-
felt felicitation, expressing deep
gratitude for Fr. Bibin's gracious
presence. Bro. Danil Nalpatt, the
LCA secretary, extended the vote
of thanks to all who had contrib-
uted for the success of the event.
The celebration reached its cre-
scendo with brothers showcasing
their talents through captivating
performances of music and dance.

Feast of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel

Dharmaram community cele-
brated the Feast of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel on 16 July 2024.
The celebrations started with the
members of the community re-
newing their vows. Fr. Babu Kal-
athuparambil CMI delivered the
day’s message, infusing hearts
with spiritual fervor. Fr. Jomon
Arackaparambil, was the main
celebrant for the Holy Qurbana.
As a part of the preparations for
the feast a solemn rosary was
conducted by the Brothers of D
section on 15 July, 2024.
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Labour Day more than 300 lives. Brothers of
A-Section led the Eucharistic ado-
ration. Dharmaram is planning to
help the affected people through
financial aid.

Dharmaram College observed 20
July 2024 as Labour Day. During
the Holy Mass, Fr. Kurian Kachap-
pilly, CMI delivered the homily. Fr.
Varghese Vithayathil, Rector, in- Mission Sharing
augurated the labour day. Broth-
ers and fathers took part actively
indifferent works to contribute to
the beautification of the campus.

Dharmaram Mission Department
organized a sharing session of
the Jesus Youth team that visit-
ed Arunachal Pradesh as a part
Prayer for Landslide Victimsin  of their mission exposure pro-

Wayanad gram on 29 July 2024. The team
of Twelve recounted the bravery
of the missionaries who valiantly
defended their faith, even at the
cost of their lives.

Dharmaram College joined in
prayer on 31 July 2024 for the
victims of the devastating land-
slides in Wayanad that claimed

Joyful Families

Dharmaram College hosted a gathering of large families under the title
‘Joyful Families’ on 27 July, 2024 in connection with the celebrations of
CMI Year of Family, Youth and Children. This was an initiative of B-Sec-
tion brothers aimed at bringing together larger families within the ter-
ritory of Mandya Diocese. The program commenced with the concel-
ebration of Holy Qurbana. Fr. Thomas Parayil CMI, the Administrator
of Dharmaram College presided over the Holy Qurbana with Fr. Tomy
Kattampally CMI, Fr. John Marius CMI and Fr. Reji Koodapattu CMI as-
sisting him as the co-celebrants. Fr. Tomy Kattampally CMI, the Master
of the B-Section welcomed the families and Fr. Reji Koodapattu CMI
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delivered the message of the day
appreciating the families for ac-
cepting the God given gift of many
children. ‘Joyful Six’ (Mr. Shegin
and Family) graced the occasion
as guests of the day. They inspired
the families through their life ex-

periences and shared the need for
effective parenting in the meeting
that followed. The families were
presented with gifts at the end of
the meeting, and the event came
to an end with a sumptuous lunch.

B DARSANA, WARDHA I

ARRIVAL OF THE
NEW COMERS

T

27 Brothers of the new Philoso-
phy Batch arrived Darsana on 15t
June. They had a welcoming cere-
mony in the Chavara Auditorium
and had a week-long Orientation
Program prepared by the seniors.
Fr. Libin Thekkumkattil CMI, the
Animator of the First Year Phi-
losophy Batch has also joined the
Darsana Community. Wardha
Darsan was arranged for them on
17t June, with the help of seniors.

NEW FACE FOR DARSANA

Darsana had been undergoing
some renovation works for the
last two months especially in the
areas of Main Chapel, Kitchen,
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Parlor and Guest Rooms. The
blessing of all these renovated
areas was done solemnly on 18t
June.

INAUGURATION OF THE NEW

-

ACADEMICYEAR

“Well begun is half-done!” The
new academic year of Darsana
Institute of Philosophy was in-
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THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

augurated on 24 June, 2024. In
connection with the Inaugura-
tion ceremony, the Solemn Divine
Liturgy was celebrated by Rev.
Fr. Benny Mulackal, the Proto
Syncellus, Diocese of Chanda. In
the Inaugural function, Rev. Fr.
Joshy Nellivelil CMI, the Director
welcomed the gathering and Rev.
Fr. Robinson CJ, the Forane Vic-
ar of St Antony Parish, Wardha
delivered the words of blessings.
Rev. Dr. Roy Vettikuzhiyil deliv-
ered the Keynote Address. Rev.
Dr. Sijo Cherukarayil CMF, the
Rector of Claretian Ashram fe-
licitated the community and the
President of the ceremony was
Dr. Francis Aykaraparampil CMI,
the Rector of Darsana.

ROCK n’ ROLL

The inaugural ceremony of DKS
and DSKS was conducted on 13
July. The chief guest was Fr. Jo-
seph  Vadakkemurickankuzhiyil
CMF, the Administrator of Clar-
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etian Ashram, Sawangi. The felic-
itation speech was delivered by
Dr. Francis, the Rector. Fr Libin
Thekkumkattil delivered the key
note address. The new logos for
the DKS and DSKS were released
on the same occasion.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF
MOUNT CARMEL

We celebrated the Feast of our
Lady of Mount Carmel on 16 July
inasolemnway. It was an occasion
to renew the vows for all the CMI
Members in the seminary. The de-
votion to the Lady of Mount Car-
mel was expressed in the Solemn
Holy Eucharistic Celebration and
the Solemn Rosary Procession on
the day. We wished the nearby
Carmelite communities especial-
ly the Claretian community was
greeted here as they celebrated
their 175% Foundation Day.

REVERA- 24

The Section Feast of the First Year
Philosophy Batch was celebrated
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in a grand way. The celebrations
commenced with the flag hoisting
ceremony along with the novena
to St. Alphonsa, their patroness.
It was an opportunity for them
to unveil their hidden talents and
aptitude in various fields. An hour
long cultural program titled RE-
VERA-24 was organized on 27
July. Seniors had prepared a very
sumptuous agape - AL-WALIMA-
for them on the next day.
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Kanayile Kalyankkurikal

Author: Rev. Fr. Thomas Kolamkuzhiyil CMI

Sometimes the most profound
books are the simplest ones. So
simple that it's easy to dismiss
their value because it is so simple.
Anyone who would read ‘Kanayile
Kalyankkurikal’ by Rev. Fr. Thom-
as Kolamkuzhiyil CMI may feel
this. | did. But the more | dwelt
on the 115 gems in the book and
contrasted them with my sched-
ule and activities, the more | saw
the disparity. With his custom-
ary insight of wit and wisdom
Fr. Thomas interprets gospel val-
ues in exciting and contemporary
terms. Painting the life of Christ
with modern parallels and time-
less lessons, his thoughtful and
probing analysis provides new
insight into well known gospel
events.

We already know of several CMI
missionaries who were excellent
authors in the field of spirituality

and religion. Following the trails
of Gujarat Jesuit scholars such
as Carlos G. Vallés and Varghese
Paul, Fr. Thomas Kolamkuzhiyil
from the CMI Rajkot mission is
distinctive because of his vast ex-
perience in the field of education
and administration. Fr. Thomas
(aka Thomachan) had already es-
tablished himself in the field of
literature and publication with
his many volumes of Textbooks
for school children. It will no way
be an embellishment to say that
after the success of his previous
publications like Krushithante
Diary, The Sun Goes to the West,
Sanchariyude Suvishesham and
Pranamanijali, Fr. Thomas is back
with a bang. Looking at his style
of writing the readers will be re-
minded of the prose poetry of
Tony deMello SJ found in his pop-
ular works such as The Prayer of
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the Frog, One Minute Wisdom
and One Minute Nonsense etc.

One of the major reminders that
Thomachan underscores in this
book is that even the most chal-
lenging scriptural texts are meant
not simply to illumine the mind
but to open the heart. Express-
ing some truths that others have
been afraid to articulate, especial-
ly during this time of trouble inthe
society and in the church, Thom-
achan pulls no punches when he
challenges the authorities - both
civil and ecclesial - under the title
‘The Son of God leaves the tem-
ple of God’. He minces no words
when he says that there will be
fast track courts when godless
religion and unjust society con-
verge.

Life is an incredible mystery, and
it is difficult. It is a daily choice.
It's something to be earned anew
every single day. It is an open in-

“O Sacred Heart of Jesus,
fountain of eternal life,

Your Heart is a glowing furnace
of Love. You are my refuge

and my sanctuary.”

- St. Gertrude the Great

vitation, and it calls out the best
parts out of every individual. The
biggest effect this book will have
on the reader will be a forced
self-reflection. A laying bare of
the man you are and more im-
portantly, who you weren’t. This
book will tell you that theories do
no good unless they can reliably
guide youtoaction—inyour think-
ing and your physical actions. The
concept of virtue is useless unless
it drives your behavior.

May be, this book is the com-
pound interest for Thomachan’s
creative thinking and reflection.
By his rich exploration of life and
human condition, Fr. Thomas
Kolamkuzhiyil invites the reader
to rediscover the meaning of min-
istry and reorient life itself. No
doubt this is destined to be a book
readers return to time and again,
a book that speaks to us in every
season of life.
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e Rev. Fr Thomas Mampra CMI
(88), belonging to St Joseph’s
Province, Trivandrum, was called
for eternal reward on 22 May,
2024. The Funeral was held on
May 24, 2024 at Sacred Heart
Monastery Church, Chethipuzha.

e Rev. Fr George Thottungal CMI
(71), a member of St Paul Prov-
ince, Bhopal, was called for eter-
nal reward on 26 June 2024. The
funeral was held on 29 June, 2024
at Sagar Bhavan Chapel, Thrissur.
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e Rev. Fr Jose Kappukatt CMI
(78), a member of St Thomas
Province, Kozhikode was called
for his eternal reward on, June
30, 2024. The funeral was held on
1 July, 2024 at St Joseph’s Monas-
tery, Kozhikode.

e Rev. Fr Joseph Pullopillil CMI
(88), a member of CMI Sacred
Heart Province, Kochi was called
for his eternal reward on July 20,
2024. The funeral was held on 22
July, 2024 at St Antony’s Monas-
tery, Aluva.

e Rev. Fr Joseph Manjananickal
CMI (86), a member of St Joseph
Province, Kottayam was called for
eternal reward on 24 July 2024.
The Funeral was held on July 26,
2024 at Gethsemane Church,
Palampra

e Rev. Fr Joseph Aruviyil CMI
(78), a member of St Joseph Prov-
ince, Kottayam was called for
eternal reward on July 24, 2024.
The Funeral was held on July
25, 2024 at Monastery Chapel,
Mutholy.

e Rev. Fr. George Plackal CMI
(78), a member of St. Paul’s Prov-
ince, Mysuru, was called for eter-
nal reward on August 4, 2024.
The funeral was held on August 5,
2024 at St Paul’s Carmel House,
Thandavapura.
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@PMMVOI )88 ®0)eedmeBud (D. 58) GMIATV2 M)GAUME] MIBQ)ad]
SOEMEA o) 6306aq leeyan).

FR GEORGE THOTTUNGAL CMI
(1952-2024)
Birth 128/11/1952 Profession :16/05/1975
Ordination :09/05/1984 Death :26/06/2024

Fr. George Thottungal CMI, a genuine religious with a genial heart who
found Jesus in the least ones like those in the prison breathed his last
on June 26, 2024 to receive the promised inheritance in the heavenly
kingdom. He was a member of CMI Provincial House, Bhopal. He was
on his home vacation and was at his elder brother Sebastian's home at
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Edappilly when he breathed his last after a silent heart attack at wee
hours of July 26, 2024. Being the first scholastic to opt for Sagar Mis-
sion from Devamatha, Thrissur Province, this very decision speaks vol-
umes of his missionary zeal.

Born on November 28, 1952, to Mr. Anthappan and Mrs. Annam, he
was the second of seven children. His birth place is Parappukkara, be-
longing to the diocese of Irinjalakuda. He is nephew of late Fr. Agapitus
Thottungal CMLI. Fr. George's younger brother Fr. Thomas is a CMI be-
longing to the Preshitha Province, Coimbatore.

He underwent his novitiate training at Little Flower Novitiate, Amba-
zhakkad and made his first vows on May 16, 1975. He made his final
commitment at Mannnanam on May 16, 1981. He completed his phi-
losophy and Theology training from Dharmaram Vidyakshetram, Ban-
galore. Additionally, he got graduated in BA from Christ College, Ban-
galore. He got ordained as a priest on May 09, 1984 by Bp. Clemens
Thottungal CMI, the first bishop of Sagar. With a keen desire to update
himself in his pastoral ministry, he underwent formal training and ob-
tained a certificate in pastoral refreshment course from Philippines.

Fr. George started his missionary life by joining Sagar mission as a re-
gent at Silwani. Soon after his ordination, his first appointment was at
St. Francis orphanage, Shampura. Showing his ardent desire and deci-
sion to become a zealous missionary following Jesus in the least and
the lost, he was pivotal in starting Barely mission station of Sagar mis-
sion. He also worked as the vocation promoter of Sagar diocese. His
mission zeal was evident by the numerous mission stations he served
which include Gadarwara, Kareli parishes of Jabalpur diocese and Bina,
Guna, Majuskalan, Pratapgarh, Searmau, Semerikalan, Shampura etc.
of Sagar diocese. Ever available, he was also a good administrator with
exceptional managerial skills. Showing remarkable efficiency, he played
the roles of Provincial councillor for social apostolate, Administrator at
Darsana Philosophate, Wardha, and manager at St. Paul School, Bhopal
and Chavara Vidyapeet, Narsinghpur to their best.

He was an active member of Prison Ministry India for the past twenty
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years. He worked in tandem with other members of the group in its ef-
fort for the rehabilitation and conversion of the jail inmates. He served
the Prison ministry in various capacities which include as its Nation-
al Executive Member for three years and PMI Madhya Pradesh State
coordinator for three years Asisstant Coordinator for three years and
was the Treasurer of PMI Madhya Pradesh at time of his passing. His ar-
dent desire to make Jesus known to the Hindi speaking people led him
to edit a book on the life of Jesus which was titled as Karuna ka Avatar.

Offering his condolences, Bishop of Sagar Mar James Athikalam wrote:
Throughout his missionary work, he was a beacon of hope and love. He
is known for his joviality, gentle demeanour, welcoming presence, and
hospitality. He was a man who lived his faith through action, embodying
the principles of charity, humility, and kindness.”

His mortal remains were brought to Sagar Bhavan Thrissur from Amala
Medical College mortuary on 29 June at 10 am. The first part of the
funeral service was led by Fr. Paulson Muthipeedika, the superior of
Provincial House Bhopal in which Fr. George was a member. The sec-
ond part of the service was led by Mar Andrews Thazhath, the arch-
bishop of Thrissur archdiocese at 2.pm. Mar Pauly Kannookadan the
bishop of Irinjalakuda, the diocese from which Fr. George hailed, led
the third part with requiem mass. The fourth part was led jointly by
Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery the vicar general of CMI congregation and
Rev. Fr. Thomas Thottungal the younger brother of Fr. George. Fr. Jo-
sey Thamarassery preached a touching homily. The dignified funeral
service was attended by many CMI Fathers and Brothers from St. Paul
Province Bhopal, Devamatha Province Thrissur, Preshitha Province
Coimbatore and other provinces, Rev. Fathers from Sagar diocese and
other dioceses and Rev. Sisters, the relatives, parishioners, friends and
collaborators of Fr. George.

Let us pray for him by offering the suffrages for the departed members
of the congregation in the tenor of the CMI Directory, Article 58b and
60. Rest in peace dear Fr. George Thottungal CMI.
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there are so

many sacrifices.

Every peaceful moment is
built on the foundation
of past struggles and
countless sacrifices.

0,
Behind every peaceful life &
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Participants of the CMI Renewal Programme for priests serving in Germany and other European countries
with Fr. Vicar General and Archbishop of Kéln, Cardinal Reiner Maria Woelki, at Koéln Cathedral.
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