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Dear CMI Fraternity,

As we journey through this blessed Christmas season, | extend to you
all the warmest greetings and blessings. This is a time when we come
together to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, whose coming
into the world brought hope, peace, and love to all.

The Angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men
of goodwill” (Luke 2:14). This heavenly proclamation reminds us of the
profound peace and hope that Jesus brings to all who open their hearts
in goodwill. Goodwill signifies the innate optimism and trust within hu-
manity, and it is through this lens that we are called to view each other
and the world around us.

In the spirit of Christmas, let us embrace this message of optimism and

trust. Let us be resolute in our faith and look for the goodness in one
another. As it is beautifully expressed, “God loves us and this love must
inspire and direct our lives, so that we may be able to love one another as
he has loved us” (Deus Caritas Est).

Moreover, we are encouraged to spread the joy of the Gospel with a
trusting heart, “Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of hope!” (Evan-
gelii Gaudium). This echoes the teachings found in “Hope Does Not Dis-
appoint,” reminding us that our faith in Jesus Christ is our anchor of hope.

When Jesus walked among us, he placed great trust and faith in human-
ity. He saw the potential for good in every individual and believed in the
transformative power of love. As followers of Christ, we are called to
embody this same trust and faith in one another. Let us look for the posi-
tives in people and nurture an environment of mutual trust and support.

May the joy and peace of Christ be with you all this Christmas and al-
ways.

In Christ’s love,

Fr Thomas Chathamparampil CMI
Prior General




Editorial

A Sacred Combination: Courage and Compassion

The speech made by Right Rev. Mariann Budde, the Episcopal Bishop of
Washington, during the inaugural prayer service at Washington’s Na-
tional Cathedral, during the swearing in ceremony of President Donald
trump, has gone viral. She said, “Let me make one final plea, Mr. Presi-
dent. Millions have put their trust in you...In the name of our God, | ask
you to have mercy upon the people in our country who are scared now....
The people who pick our crops and clean our office buildings; who labor
in poultry farms and meat packing plants; who wash the dishes after we
eat in restaurants and work the night shifts in hospitals.l ask you to have
mercy, Mr. President, on those in our communities whose children fear
that their parents will be taken away...Our God teaches us that we are to
be merciful to the stranger, for we were all once strangers in this land.”

| am not mentioning about the political overtones of her plea, but am
concerned about two aspects of our Call and Commitment as religious
and Priests. Her words were a heartfelt plea for compassion and mercy,
as well as a call to be courageous to speak truth on the face of those in
power. As priests and religious, we are called to stand in solidarity with
the marginalized, even when it means questioning the decisions of those
in authority. We must be bold in challenging injustice and advocating for
the voiceless, following the example of the prophets who fearlessly con-
fronted kings and rulers. This courage is not always easy, but it is essen-
tial to our vocation.

As followers of Christ, we are called to embody compassion and forgive-
ness, especially towards the oppressed. “Blessed are the merciful, for
they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 5:7). This isn’t simply a passive sen-
timent; it’s an active commitment to working for justice and reconcilia-
tion. Bishop Budde’s words challenge us to examine our own hearts and
actions, ensuring that we embody the compassion that Christ preached
and the prophetic courage to question those in power.

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI

General Councillor for Education and Media.
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As we celebrate the 50 Jubilee
of the CMI Peru Mission, it is es-
sential to reflect onits history and
development. The CMI Congre-
gation’s second overseas mission
was conceived during the trans-
formative period of the Second
Vatican Council. Bishop Redento
Gaucci O. Cam, the first bishop of
the Prefecture of Chuquibamba,
was searching for missionaries
for his young diocese. Archbishop
Eugene D’'Souza of Bhopal, instru-
mental in bringing the CMI Con-
gregation to North India, intro-
duced Fr Maurus Valiaparambil,
the CMI Prior General, to Bishop

Gaucci. Fr Theobald Pothanikkad,
the succeeding Prior General, de-
cided, with his council’s consent,
to send missionaries to Peru. This
decision was formally communi-
cated to Bishop Gaucci in a letter
dated February 28, 1975.

Three young priests were select-
ed as the pioneers of the mission:
Fr Mathew Alphonse Chakkam-
kunnel, Fr Jose Mundackal, and
Fr Joseph Malayampuram. They
left the Generalate on Septem-
ber 7, 1975, and arrived in Lima
on September 18, 1975, after a
stop in Rome. Following three
months of language studies, Fr
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Mundackal was appointed as the
parish priest at the Cathedral of
Chuquibamba, with the other
two as his associates. In 1976, Fr
Mathew Alphonse moved to the
Archdiocese of Arequipa, where
he served in various parishes, in-
cluding Our Lady of Pilar and San
Pedro de Uchumayo. Fr Lukose-
Poondikulam joined him as an as-
sistant and later became the par-
ish priest of Nuestra Sefora de
Asuncion in Orcopampa, where
he successfully rebuilt the church.
Fr Joseph Malayampuram served
as the Chancellor of the Diocese
of Camand after its relocation
from Chuquibamba. He also over-
saw several parishes, including
the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Can-
delaria in Quilca.

In the mid-1980s, there was a pol-
icy shift within the CMI Congre-

gation, and overseas missionar-
ies were called back to India. The
Peruvian missionaries returned
in 1987. However, the policy was
soon reversed, and the congrega-
tion reaffirmed its commitment
to mission work beyond territori-
al borders. In 1989, the CMI Peru
Mission was entrusted to the St
Joseph Province, Kottayam, and
Fr Mathew Alphonse returned
to Arequipa, accompanied by Fr
Sebastian Puthenkandam, Fr Em-
manuel Gnavallil, and Fr James
Nedumparampil. The mission ex-
panded with the acquisition of
San Benito Parish in Lima, which
later became part of the Diocese
of Chosicain 1996.

In 2003, the CMI Prior General, Fr
Antony Kariyil, assigned the Peru
Mission to St Joseph Province,
Kottayam, as an extended territo-




ry, and Fr Joseph Areeplackal was
appointed as the first Sub-Region-
al Superior. Under his leadership,
the San Mateo sub-region gained
legal recognition in Peru, allowing
it to purchase property and estab-
lish a base for the mission. Today,
the CMI Peru Mission operates
in nine parishes and one pilgrim
center, with 15 priests working
in various dioceses. The Church
in Peru, vibrant and active, has
produced five canonized saints
and relies heavily on missionary
support. While the mission has
grown, there is still a significant
need for more personnel. The
Church in Peru is eager for shep-
herds, and there are many open
invitations from dioceses across
the country. We welcome anyone
with a missionary heart to join us
in this vital work. Peru is a land of

immense opportunity for mission
work, and those who desire to
serve here will find a warm and
welcoming community awaiting
them. @
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Fr. Jacob Marangattu

The story of CMI Gujarat mission would be incomplete without acknowl-
edging the inspiring lives of two missionary legends: Fr. Mathew Kalat-
hoor CMI and Fr. Joseph Uppumackal CMI. Their sixty years of priesthood
have been marked by unwavering missionary commitment manifested
through the zeal for the Gospel, a deep interior life, compassion to the
people and an enduring impact on the communities they served. This
brief tribute seeks to honour their invaluable service and celebrate their

missionary zeal.

FR. MATHEW KALATHOOR CMI
Miracle Man in the Mission

The Diocese of Rajkot, estab-
lished in 1977, experienced re-

markable growth ever since this
region was entrusted to the CMls

by constituting it as a diocese sep-
arating it from the Diocese of Ah-
medabad. The Diocese laid solid

foundations under the visionary
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leadership of Bishop Jonas Thal-
iath CMI and entered a phase of
significant institutional devel-
opment under Bishop Gregory
Karotemprel CMI. During both
periods, Fr. Mathew Kalathoor
CMI served as a key collaborator
in acquiring land across various
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regions, and establishing new in-
stitutions.

Fr. Mathew began his mission
in 1973 with unstoppable zeal,
tirelessly accelerating his efforts
without pause. One may say that
once Fr. Mathew put the key to
the mission engine, he kept on
accelerating it, never applying
brakes. His unstoppable dedica-
tion bore much fruit: land pur-
chased at many places, institu-
tions raised up, and new Christian
communities emerging. Indeed,
Fr. Mathew’s contributions had
a transformative, almost “Midas
touch”. He kept travelling by bus
to the different mission locations,
ensuring their development and
expansion and providing spiritual
and liturgical services to the sis-
ters and Christian communities
there.

Pastoral service was dear to Fr
Mathew. His heart-felt prayer at
the time of his priestly Ordina-
tion was, “Lord, grant me 50 years
of priesthood”. The mission call
came to him while he was serving
as Master of Philosophy students
at Dharmaram College, Banga-
lore. Rev. Fr. Liguory Mundackal
CMl, then, Mission Councillor, in-
vited him to the mission of Rajkot
- aturning point that revealed the
missionary potentials and bril-
liance in him.
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He has served both the Diocese
and the CMI Chavara Vice Prov-
ince in many capacities. He was
Vicar General of the Diocese for
19 years. He has served the Prov-
ince as its Mission Superior and
Regional Superior, and a key lead-
er in spearheading institutional
development.

Fr.Mathew is indeed a Man of the
Beatitudes. Poverty, meekness,
gentleness, mercy, peace-mak-
ing, simplicity, and detachment
are intrinsic to his nature. Deeply
respectful and obedient to Supe-
riors, he faithfully followed his
prayer schedules even while trav-
elling by public or private means.
Despite his demanding commit-
ments, he diligently updated him-
self by reading contemporary
theological journals.

A man of compassion and charity,
Fr. Mathew never turned away
anyone seeking his assistance.
Whoever approached him rare-
ly returned empty-handed, or at
least without the promise of help
sooner than later. Fr. Mathew has
joined many couples together
arranging for them job opportu-
nity ensuring their stability and
well-being.

While he initially prayed for 50
years of Priesthood for pastoral
service, God has blessed him with
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bonus years, which he enjoys now
with a serene heart, clear mind
and an exceptional memory. The
aspirants at our Mission House,
Cheruvandoor, and whoever calls
on him are fortunate to bene-
fit from the wisdom that he has

FR.

earned through 60 diamond years
of missionary and priestly service.

In Fr. Mathew, we see a life well-
lived in faith, service and love:
a true reflection of God’s grace,
leaving behind an enduring legacy
of inspiration for all missionaries.

JOSEPH UPPUMACKAL CMI

Gentle Spirit, Bri[[;cm? Mind, and Jovial
ou

A truly humble and unassuming
person, Fr. Joseph Uppumackal’s
life has always been a pilgrimage
to ever greater commitment, ser-
vice and witnessing value.

Transitioning from secular priest-
hood to religious life, he chose to
follow Jesus with greater radi-
cality. From his parish ministry in
the calm and quiet of Kerala, he
opted for the Kashmir mission
to assume greater challenges for
Jesus and even to embrace a pos-
sible martyrdom for the sake of
Jesus Christ. From Kashmir, he
came to Guijarat in the first dec-
ade of 2000, then the crucible
of Hindutva experiments, which
were throwing serious threats to
Christian mission. In whichever
mission he lived and worked, he
formed robust, stable and faithful
Christian communities. Widely
celebrated for fostering vibrant
communities of faith that contin-
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ue to cherish and honour him as
their spiritual father, Fr. Joseph
was not primarily focussed on es-
tablishing institutions. Neverthe-
less, a few churches and schools
in the Malabar region of Kerala,
the Kashmir mission, and Rajkot
diocese owe their existence to his
dedicated service.

The slender looking and soft-spo-
ken Fr. Joseph often preferred
a simple life and mixed with or-
dinary and poor people. In the
mission fields, he was a source of
comfort and care, embodying the
roles of a friend, brother, father
and even mother to those in need.
His home was open to all; people
could freely avail themselves of
whatever he had, even his own
cot!

Fr. Jospeh has been an indefatiga-
ble pastoral worker. Until recent-
ly, he travelled across the Prov-
ince always by public transport
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tirelessly exercising his mission-
ary priestly ministry by hearing
the confessions of sisters and the
faithful.

Fr. Joseph is a genius, having
achieved first rank in Botany as a
BSc student at St Thomas College,
Pala. Even now in his advanced
years he remains an avid reader
and offers insightful comments
on what he reads. His prodigious
memory is awe-inspiring, at least
for this writer: he has memorized
the entire Gujarati mass text, a
language he began learning only
after turning 60.

Fr. Joseph’s vibrant and jovial na-
ture endears him to everyone he
meets. He engages in meaningful
conversations, genuinely immers-
ing himself in the concerns of oth-
ers.

A true lover of nature and an ex-
pert agriculturalist, Fr. Joseph
grows an array of vegetables and
fruits and joyfully distributes
them to neighbouring commu-
nities. Wherever Fr. Joseph re-
sides, his confréres are delighted,
as they are blessed with fresh,
homegrown organic vegetables!

As both Fr. Mathew and Fr Joseph
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee
of their priestly Ordination, we
place them before the Lord with
hearts full of gratitude, praying
for many more joyful, blessed and
fulfilling years ahead. Here, we
have two exemplary priests, who
stand tall before us as open books
offering invaluable lessons in mis-
sion and dedication. @

'Itis hetter to he a child of God
than king of the whole world.

— St. Aloysius Gonzaga
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Fr. Jacob Peenikaparambil

“A leader is one who knows the
way, goes the way, and shows the
way." To effectively lead, one must
understand and exemplify the
path for others. The phrase "walk
the talk" underscores the impor-
tance of leaders practising what
they preach, thereby serving as
role models.

During a ceremony at the Vatican
to induct 21 new cardinals, Pope
Francis urged them to "walk in
the way of Jesus: together, with
humility, wonder, and joy." He cau-
tioned against the dangers of be-
ing "dazzled by the allure of pres-
tige, the seduction of power, by an
overly human zeal for the Lord."

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2024

Pope Francis elaborated that
walking in the path of Jesus
means "to return to him and to
put him back at the centre of
everything," warning against sec-
ondary concerns and external
appearances that can overshad-
ow what truly matters. It also in-
volves healing our wounded hu-
manity, lightening the burdens of
our hearts, cleansing the stain of
sin, and breaking the bonds of en-
slavement. Furthermore, it calls
for being builders of communion
and unity. He concluded by urg-
ing, "Love one another with fra-
ternal love and be servants to one
another, servants of the Gospel."
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This message applies to all Church
leaders: bishops, priests, and
major superiors of religious con-
gregations. Jesus stated that he
came to serve, not to be served,
and exemplified this through his
life. Washing the feet of his dis-
ciples symbolised his selfless ser-
vice and identification with the
people. Unfortunately, this act
has become an annual ritual for
many Church leaders, lacking any
reflection in their daily lives.

Clericalism hinders walking in the
path of Jesus—a path of service
in love and humility. Pope Fran-
cis has frequently spoken against
clericalism, describing it as "a per-
version of the priesthood" and
noting that "rigidity is one of its
manifestations." Rigidity regard-
ing rituals and the definition of
faith often led to divisions in the
Church in the past. Today, also
lack of flexibility on the part of
leaders and a tendency to impose
uniformity on the faithful are
prominent reasons for conflicts
and divisions in the Church.

Pope Francis asserts that cleri-
calism arises from an elitist vision
of vocation, interpreting ministry
as a power to be exercised rath-
er than a generous service to be
given. Such attitudes disfigure
the Church with machismo and
dictatorial tendencies. The desire
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to control services reduces the
Church to a “supermarket of sal-
vation,” with priests as mere “em-
ployees of a multinational compa-

”

ny.

Pope Francis consistently re-
minds the clergy that their voca-
tion is not a call to special privi-
leges and power over others but
an invitation to humble service to
the people of God. They are ex-
pected to accompany the faithful
on the collective journey of faith.
The Second Vatican Council aptly
described the Church as the “Peo-
ple of God” and a “pilgrim people.”
The clergy must heed Pope Fran-
cis’s warning that clericalism “en-
slaves the holy, faithful people of
God”

To walk in the path of Jesus, bish-
ops and priests must understand
the identity of a Catholic priest.
A Catholic priest is not akin to a
priest of any other religion; Je-
sus calls him to be a disciple and
continue His mission, serving as
a Good Shepherd with the “smell
of the sheep.” According to official
Church teachings, every member
shares in the priestly, prophetic,
and kingly functions of Jesus, and
priests are especially expected to
perform these roles.

Jesus did not belong to the priest-
ly class of Jewish society and did
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not perform traditional priestly
functions during his public life.
Reading scripture in the syna-
gogue was a right of every Jew,
which Jesus exercised. While the
Gospels mention Jesus’ teaching
sessions in the temple, they do
not indicate that he went there to
pray; instead, he prayed in moun-
tains and solitary places, engag-
ing in contemplation and dialogue
with God. Examples include his
prayer and fasting before his pub-
lic ministry and his prayer in the
Garden of Gethsemane before his
trial and persecution.

The Gospels portray Jesus more
as a prophet than a priest. His
teachings align with those of the
Old Testament prophets rath-
er than the scribes and teachers
of the law. The Sermon on the
Mount reflects his prophetic
character. Jesus often confronted
the Jewish priestly class due to
his zeal for justice and righteous-
ness, condemning their hypocrisy
and exploitation of the people.

The identity of a Catholic priest
is poignantly reflected in the Par-
able of the Good Shepherd. Je-
sus identified himself as a good
shepherd, leading people by ex-
ample and guiding them on the
right path. Like a shepherd, he
was ready to accept any challenge
and take any risk for the sake of
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his people, protecting them from
danger. He understood the peo-
ple’s suffering due to oppression
by Roman authorities, exploita-
tion by religious leaders, and op-
pressive social and religious cus-
toms.

To walk in the path of Jesus, a
Catholic priest must be a spiritual
person rather than merely a re-
ligious one. A spiritual person
practices the core values taught
by Jesus in the Gospels. Often,
religious individuals perform rit-
uals, say prayers, and undertake
pilgrimages without practising
these core values. According to
the Gospels, Jesus did not per-
form rituals except as a child. He
opposed rituals and practices that
did not promote life and was crit-
icised by Jewish religious leaders
for not following certain customs,
such as ritual handwashing be-
fore meals.

Walking in the path of Jesus re-
quires avoiding the commercial-
isation of religion or using it for
financial gain. In light of Pope
Francis’s criticism of viewing the
Church as a “supermarket of sal-
vation” with priests as mere em-
ployees, Church leaders should
consider not setting fixed prices
for spiritual services, including
the administration of sacraments.
Instead, Catholic families could
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make annual contributions ac-
cording to their means toward
maintaining priests and parish ex-
penses.

To truly embody the path of Jesus,
the Church must adopt a partici-
patory style of governance. Pope
Francis has championed this vi-
sion through the Synod on Syn-
odality, emphasising mutual lis-
tening, collaboration, and shared
discovery. His inclusion of laypeo-
ple and religious men and women
in synodal discussions with voting
rights sets a model for participa-
tory governance at all levels in the
Catholic Church.

This participatory model must

be replicated in parish, diocesan,
regional, and national Church ad-
ministration. Involving laity and
representatives of consecrated
women and men in decision-mak-
ing processes can be institution-
alised through amendments to
Canon Law. However, even with-
out legal changes, Church leaders
can transform governance by em-
bracing the vision of service and
humility exemplified by Jesus and
Pope Francis. By walking in the
path of Jesus and becoming true
shepherds with the “smell of the
sheep,” Church leaders can renew
the face of the Church and its mis-
sioninthe world. @

CONGRATULATIONS
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CONGRATULATIONS

Hearty Congratulations to

Fr Antony Urulianickal CMI for
securing the KCBC

Gurupuja Award 2024

for the contributions in

Music for the Church.

[
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JUBILEE

A short Reflection

Fr Michael Palamparampil

Ordained a priest of Christ on
28 December 1974 by Bishop
Joseph Irimpan at the Devamata
Provincial House Chapel, Thris-
sur, | was anxiously waiting for
this Jubilee year. Anxiously, be-
cause more than half of my batch-
mates had been called to the Mas-
ter to give their report of priestly
life. And of the remaining few,
only six or seven were physically
fit to attend jubilee celebrations. |
thank God that | could participate
inthe General- level, House - level
as well as the Province-level cele-
brations.

When | look back to the past fifty
years, despite manifold failures,
| am proud of my priesthood. In
spite of my faithlessness, Jesus
has been faithful in his promises.
He has been with me in the mo-
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ments of confusions and failures,
loneliness and set-backs as well
as in moments of joys and suc-
cesses. | am ever grateful to Jesus
because he gave me vision and
courage to stand alone refusing
to flow with the prevailing cur-
rents. Again | thank God because |
understand the meaning and pur-
pose of priesthood fairly well. De-
termined to preach the Word to
the world, | make use of all possi-
ble means available to me for this
purpose. | feel an urgency in this
because the final call may come at
any time.

| am thankful to the superiors and
all those who toiled day and night
to make the Jubilee Celebrations
meaningful and colourful. God
blessus! @
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Fr. Sijo Thayyalakkal

| am so excited to have this chance
to share alittle about my last five-
year mission and ministry in Bos-
ton with you. | came to Boston
to pursue my higher studies in
Sacred Scripture. | feel so lucky
that | was guided to choose this
area of study! I'm so grateful that
He blessed me with this opportu-
nity to serve in a greater ministry.
Once | had finished my studies in
scripture, | was lucky enough to
do some optional practical train-
ing for a year. | am so grateful that
| was able to use my time in the
ministry of the Word of God and
healing, thanks to the prayers of a
thirsty community and the grace
of God. Jesus used me as his in-
strument to bring a new energy
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and revival to the community
where | served.

| started the extra spiritual minis-
tries in the Carmelite Chapel for
a very good reason. A few of our
lovely, pious community members
used to ask about setting up some
kind of spiritual ministries to help
people pray more. At first, | was
a bit hesitant to take on this role
because | was so busy writing my
academic paper for my studies. As
time went on, | noticed a lovely
lady named Carol, who was 75,
staying in the chapel after Holy
Mass. She spent three hours in
adoration, which was so inspir-
ing! | watched her for a few weeks
and then one day | asked her if she
had any prayer intentions, she'd
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like me to pray for. Her reply was
so heartfelt and moving. She told
me that she was asking the Lord
to send his spirit upon me so that
I may initiate those spiritual min-
istries in the form of Bible study
and healing retreats in the Chap-
el so that she could bring a lot of
people back to church who have
gone away from the true faith. |
was so touched by her request!
This really made me think.

| started the ministry of healing
and word of God in the Carmelite
Chapel from the very next Thurs-
day. We had almost 100 partici-
pants in the first meeting! That's
unusual for here in America. Since
then, I've had the joy of leading
more than 150 Bible study and
healing services, which is equal
to 300 hours of sharing God’s
word. It’s not too often that you'll
find this kind of ministry here, but

it's so lovely to see how much it’s
appreciated and how many peo-
ple come along! | was also lucky
enough to get lots of chances to
lead one-day retreats every cou-
ple of months. It was so inspiring
to see how many people were in-
terested in attending them! On
September 14t I'll be conducting
my 14t retreat. The title of Moth-
er Teresa’s biography, “Something
Beautiful for God,” really speaks
to me. It's something | think about
every day. | know I’'m not an ex-
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pert or the holiest priest to do all
these special ministries, but | feel
called to do His will. Seeing the
ministry that | was doing in the
Carmelite Chapel in a huge mall,
a mission entrusted to the CMI
congregation, a holy priest named
Mario asked me to join him and
serve the biggest parish in the
archdiocese, which has 6,000
families and 19,000 registered
members. We had such a lovely,
fruitful discussion for hours at my
first visit to Fr. Mario! We talked
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about the future of the parish and
how we could renew it in a more
spiritual atmosphere, making this
parish a place of prayer.

Father Mario was a big devotee of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, and
he was so happy to welcome me,
a Carmelite priest, to the parish!
But, as it turned out, God had oth-
er plans. The poor Priest was diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer just
one week before | arrived at St.
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Patrick’s Parish. So, for the next
four months, | oversaw the par-
ish in all its activities. After four
months, Fr. Mario passed away,
but he left behind a big task for
me: to bring a revival to the par-
ish. After that, a brand-new pas-
tor took charge of the parish. I'm
so happy to be able to continue
the ministries | started in the par-
ish! St. Patrick Parish has a won-
derful Catholic school, and | get
to visit the classrooms most days!
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| love sharing little Bible stories
with the kids and teaching them
a few lessons and action songs.
We have some lovely Eucharistic
celebrations, regular confessions,
and talks for the students, teach-
ers, and parents. We're so lucky to
be able to work with one hospital
and three nursing homes, as well
as lots of nursing-facilitated living
centers for the elderly.

| try to visit the sick as often as |
can, and I’'m always happy to ad-
minister the sacrament of the
sick. It's so rewarding to be able to
spend time with them and bright-
en up their days! The lovely folks
in our parish are mostly of Italian

.Congratulations

=
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descent, and many of them have
strong traditions when it comes
to receiving the sacraments.
Most days, we have lots of peo-
ple who ask for the anointing of
the sick, which really keeps us on
our toes! There are so many other
wonderful ministries happening
in this amazing parish! We have
a men’s group, a women’s group,
and so many spiritual societies.
| used to provide spiritual anima-
tion for many of them. Thankfully,
everything is going well! | just ask
that God may give me the wisdom
and courage to keep going with
these ministries. I'm so grateful
for your prayers, wishes, support,
and love. It meanstheworldto me!

—

Congratulations to
Dr Shaji Kochuthara CMI
on his appointment

to the faculty. -
of Moral Theology
at the prestigious
Gregorian University, Rome.
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NEWS FROM THE PRIOR

GENERALS HOUSE

The Annual Meeting of the CMI Provincial Councilors for
Finance and Agriculture

The annual meeting of the CMI Provincial councilors for Finance and
Agriculture was organized under the leadership of General Finance
councilor on September 25 and 26 in Goa. Thirteen councilors attend-
ed the event which discussed various problems that we are facing, the
new legislations and the changes to be adopted in our financial and ac-
counting practices. Rev. Fr. Ponmany gave the input on “Charitable and
Religious Trusts: Formation, Record keeping and Legal Compliance”.

Workshop on formators to enhance emotional
‘Emotional Maturity maturity in young members. For-
ty-seven participants attended.
Fr. Joe Paul Kiriyanthan, Fr. An-
ish Ettakkakunnel, and Fr. Rajesh

The General Administration or-
ganized a three-day workshop for
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Vincent Pollayil delivered insight-  relationships, intimacy with God,
ful talks on emotional under- and the art of accompaniment in
standing, self-care, challenges in  priestly formation.

In the CMI year of Family, Youth and Children, a youth workshop was
held at Bangalore from 14-17 October 2024 with the name CHOSEN
24. Youth representatives from all the 15 Provinces of the Congrega-
tion along with the youth from different institutions in Bangalore par-
ticipated in the programme. As the name indicates, the programme
was conducted for the selected youth from all over India, hailing from
North, South, West and East of India. It was conducted to initiate a
Youth movement in our Provinces and in the Congregation as these
youth could become instruments for that.

The youth meet dealt with different contemporary and relevant themes
for the youth of today and discussed how they can contribute to the
evangelizing mission of the church today. Besides, it focused on trans-
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forming youth meet as a celebration of faith with Divine Liturgical cele-
brations, prayer-services, novenas and solemn rosary.

CMI Education Summit 2024

cators and the updation program organized by the General Department
of Education was conducted at Christ University Kengery campus on
11 - 13 October, 2024. The summit provided a collaborative space for
addressing the evolving challenges in education, with a particular focus
on minority rights, ethical implementation of Al, and the transforma-
tive role of Christian institutions in the modern educational landscape.
Through sessions and panel discussions, participants engaged deeply in
reflecting on current trends, resolving to tackle pressing issues, and re-
dedicating themselves to fostering inclusive, quality education aligned
with moral and ethical values. With a diverse array of speakers and
panel discussions, the summit focused on the unique challenges and re-
sponsibilities faced by CMI institutions in advancing inclusive, ethical,
and quality education.

Carmelite Family of India (CFI) Seminar on St Therese of Lisieux

The Carmelite Family of India
(CFI) is an Association of all the
Congregations sharing the Car-
melite Spirituality in India. From
8-10 members from such 14 Con-
gregations came together at CMI
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Generalate for a Conference on
“St Therese of Lisieux: A Mes-
senger of Hope in the Modern
World.” Enriching papers and in-
teractions on the life and mission
of St Therese of Lisieux, present-
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ed her as the Messenger of Hope
in this modern world. It was re-
ally inspiring to see people with

diverse charisms and different
backgrounds living the unity de-
spite the differences.

New General Formation
Coordinator

:
4

e

On 12 November, 2024 Prior
General’s House welcomed Rev.
Fr. Anto Chakiath CMI as the new
General Formation Coordinator.
Thanks to Rev Fr Jerin Thuru-
thel CMI, the outgoing Gener-
al Formation Coordinator who
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brought in fresh life and attrac-
tive methods in coordinating the
formation in the Congregation
and guided the formators with
enthusiasm and passion. Fr. Anto
brings fresh perspectives and ent-
husiasmto guide theformation pr-
ocesses within the congregation.

Tenth Year Celebration of the
Canonization of
St Chavara and St Euphrasia

The year 2024 marks the tenth
anniversary of the canonization
of St Chavara and St Euphrasia,
The tenth year commemoration
of this event was celebrated in
a very fitting manner. The Bible
Convention from 13 to 17 No-
vember 2024 was attended by
thousands of people coming to
hear the Word of God. This is a
regular event now as it happens
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every year in the month of No-
vember at Mannanam.

The tenth year of Canonization
was marked by a four-day pro-
gramme. 19" November was ded-
icated for sick people who were
brought for the Holy Eucharistic
Celebration and then the special
prayer of anointing for them.

22" November was celebrated
jointly by CMI-CMC Congre-
gations inviting all the special
schools of the Congregations in
Kerala. It was a touching event
where the representatives of the
students of our special schools
gathered at Mannanam along
with their teachers. The teaching
and non-teaching staff of the spe-
cial schools who served the insti-
A& N e

-----------

tution for more than twenty-five
years were given special award.

Mar Thomas Tharayil, Archbishop
of the Archdiocese of Changanas-
sery was the main celebrant of
the Holy Mass and the chief guest
of the Public function.

239 November, the day of the
canonization was celebrated
with a solemn divine Liturgy in
which Curia Bishop Mar Sebas-
tian Vaniyapurackal was the main
celebrant. The pilgrims from the
13 parishes which were founded
or blessed by St Kuriakose Elias
Chavara and from the first sev-
en monasteries and the students
from the schools of Trivandrum
province added joy of the celebra-
tion.
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Eucharistic Celebration at Arthunkal Church On the
Anniversary of St. Chavara's Ordination

Fr. Prior General celebrated the Holy Mass at Arthunkal Church, with
General Councillors concelebrating on the occasion of the anniversa-
ry of the priestly ordination of St Chavara. Bp. James Anaparampil led
the Novena to St. Chavara and delivered an inspiring message after the
Holy Mass, highlighting St. Chavara's enduring legacy.

New Director of Archives

Fr. Augustine Keemattam joined
the Prior General's community as
the new director of the Archives.
He succeeds Fr. Sany Kannampu-

zha, who is now the director of
the Samanvaya Centre, Rishikesh.
Fr. Augustine brings his expertise
to preserve and manage the con-
gregation's rich heritage.

NEWS FROM PROVINCES

B ST. CHAVARA VICE PROVINCE, BHAVNAGAR B

The Diamond Jubilee celebration
of the priestly ordination of Rev.
Fr. Mathew Kalathoor CMI and
Rev. Fr. Joseph Uppumackal CMI
was held on November 23, 2024.
The event was graced by Bishop
Jose Chittooparambil CMI, the
Bishop of Rajkot, as the main cel-
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ebrant of solemn Eucharistic Cel-
ebration.

Prominent dignitaries in attend-
ance included Rev. Fr. Augustine
Paimpallil CMI., Provincial of
Mysuru; Rev. Fr. Binoy Elavunkal
CMI, Provincial of Rajkot; Rev. Fr.
Joseph Kallampallil CMI, Provin-
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cial of Bhavnagar. The celebra-
tion witnessed the participation
of approximately 120 priests and
Sisters and 100 faithful, making
the occasion a memorable trib-

@P_fﬂ}ﬁ SHAVIRANICE ROy -

IST PAUL PROVINCE, BHOPAL _

ute to the remarkable 60 years
of priestly service of Fr. Mathew
Kalathoor CMI and Fr. Joseph Up-
pumackal CMI.

NAVCHETANA COMMUNICATIONS, BHOPAL

Media Training programme

A one-month residential media
training program was conducted
for the youth and young religious.
The theme of the training program
was - Become Deep in Faith and
Proficient in Media. Discussions
on Bible themes, Meditation, and
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one-hour Adoration conducted
by the participants were regular
programs. Fr. Sebastian Elavathin-
gal took classes on color, pattern
and framing. Fr James M L guided
them on writing screenplays and
making short films. As practical
work each participant made short
films scripted and directed by
them. Fr Geo George SVD taught
them different aspects of video
filmmaking. Fr Nithin Francis took
practical lessons on Photography,
Videography and light settings.
Mr. Mumtaz Hashmi taught them
the preliminary lessons of Pho-
toshop. Towards the end of the
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training, the participants togeth-
er made a Video Film on a Bible
theme.

Songs on Bible Stories

HE MIRACLE OF BREAD

We started a new series of pro-
duction of songs on Bible stories
for children. Already we have
produced and uploaded on You-
Tube four of these songs. They
are written by Fr James M L and
music composed by Fr. Sebastian
Elavathingal and Mr. Dilip Bose.
The students of St Paul School,
the youth of Christ the King Par-
ish Guna and Malabar Missionary
Brothers performed dances for
the video. Fr Nithin Francis made
videos and edited these dances.

New hymns for Mass

In the last few months, we have
been producing new hymns for
Mass. Already three songs have
been recorded and released. Fr
Sebastian Elavathingal has com-
posed the music for these songs.

Web Series - Maseeha
mavehetana
Pesenits

. Web Series on life and teachings of Christ
wihe

Fr.)James ML CMI
Director
8989003554

Fr. Nithin Francis CMI
Executive Producer

‘Maseeha’, aweb series on the Life
and TeachingsofJesus Christisun-
der production. Itis because of the
initiative and encouragement of
Fr Paul Pallipadan, Navchetana
venturedintothisprogramme.ltis
planned as a series of ten epi-
sodes of 24 minutes each. After
the production, it will be a film
of four hours. There will be more
than 300 persons acting in this
historical drama. The part of Je-
sus is being acted by an actor of
big budget Hindi films. Frs. Se-
bastian Palathingal and Arun are
doing the art work of the sets.
The poster of this Web series was
released by His Grace AAS Durai
Raj, Archbishop of Bhopal on 12t
August, 2024. Fr Nithin Francis is
the Director of Photography. It is
planned to be telecast onthe OTT
platforms.
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CHRIST INSTITUTE OF MEDIA SCIENCE

Webinar on Artificial
Intelligence

A webinar titled "Al Tools for En-
hancing Ministry and Managing
Administrative Tasks,' was or-
ganized by CIMS in collaboration
with the Department of Media

RDSS, SILWANI.

& Evangelization for priests and
religious on Thursday, August
22, 2024. Rev. Fr. Sabu Thomas,
Assistant Professor, Department
of English, Sacred Heart College,
Thevara, Kochi was the Resource
person. Around 40 participants
attended the session.

RDSS Hostel Alumni Meet 2024: A Heart-warming
Reunion

The RDSS Hostel Alumni Meet 2024, held on June 9 at the Pushpa
Adivasi Hostel, Silwani, was a vibrant celebration of shared memories
and lasting bonds. Over 250 alumni gathered to relive their hostel days
and reflect on RDSS's impact on their lives. The event began with a tra-
ditional lamp lighting and a touching tribute to the departed Fathers,
Sisters, and students who had served or lived in the hostels. Bishop
James Athikkalam set a powerful tone by emphasizing the institution's
mission to uplift the marginalized through education. Speeches from
Fr. Thomas Therattil and messages from former hostel leaders, coupled
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with alumni testimonials, celebrated the profound influence RDSS had
on their values and dreams. With words like, "RDSS not only gave us
education but a value system for life," the alumni expressed deep grat-
itude for the foundation that shaped their personal and professional
journeys.

During the afternoon session, the Alumni Governing Body was formed,
highlighting the group's commitment to RDSS's future. Discussions on
pressing issues, particularly the pending boarding facility inspection,
sparked a wave of support, with alumni offering their influence to re-
solve the matter. The day concluded with the distribution of mementos
and a joyous group photo, capturing the spirit of unity that filled the
event.

DARSANA SERVICE SOCIETY (DSS), THRISSUR.

Darsana flying high

ol
' $

their imagination, it was Justice
Kurian Joseph who had made this
powerful thought of taking these
less fortunate fellow beings for a
joy ride that too in a flight to Ban-
galore from Cochin. When Justice
Kurian took care of the expense
of the flight ticket and other par-
aphernalia, Bobby Chemmannur
another philanthropist joined
hands in financing various other
expenditures. “Vistara Airlines’
happily rendered full support

Darsana Society under the guid-
ance of Fr. Solomon has been fly-
ing high attracting public atten-
tion for a few years now, thanks
to their fruitful efforts to reha-

bilitate the physically challenged
which include people who are
paraplegic, visually challenged,
affected with dwarfism etc. Now,
not figuratively but literally too
they fly high. Confined within
the four walls of a room, coming
out of their shell was unimagina-
ble for most of them. But beyond
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making extra efforts to bring
them safely into the flight. Cochin
Airport domestic staff too keen-
ly extended their support. Christ
Academy, Bangalore also stepped
in to arrange the logistics to take
them to Bangalore city, including
seeing Cubbon Park, Vidhansoud-
ha, MG Road, etc. We wish and
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pray thatthey continueflying high.
Streams of living water

The music band of Darsana club
titled ‘Streams of Living Water’
performed at St. Mary’s Poly-
technic College, Vadakkumcher-
ry, Palakkad. The orchestra was

Blue Angels’ Creation

During the last three months
our Novices produced 6 virtual
meditations and uploaded them
to YouTube. The novices wrote,

an instant hit with the students
which had also other segments
like mimicry, comedy show, solo
performance on Flute and Saxo-
phone. Performing so profession-
ally, the band was well received by
the audience.

CONGRATS

Fr. Solomon is honored with the TMK Gandhi Peace Prize

for the various services he renders to less privileged fellow beings.

His activities include making them self-reliant through

small business ventures, and giving coaching in various

sports events like swimming, wheelchair basketball, blind cricket etc.
He has made some of them represent and won prizes for India in the
International Paralympics for dwarf organized at Germany.

He also facilitates making homes for them through the help of various
philanthropists. We wholeheartedly congratulate

Fr. Solomon for achieving this great feat.

CHAVARA DHAM, BUDHNI

revised, narrated, and edited the
texts, accompanied by engaging
videos. They are very meaningful
gifts to the people involved in the
formation.

SACCIDANANDA ASHRAM, NARSINGHPUR

Inter-Faith Celebrations
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On April 11, 2024, Saccidanan-
da Ashram hosted an inter-faith
celebration of Eid Ul Fitr. Around
60 participants from various faith
backgrounds gathered to mark
the occasion, fostering a spirit of
unity and understanding. On April

20, 2024, a combined celebration
was organized at Ekata Vatika,
Saccidananda Ashram, on the oc-
casion of Mahaveer Jayanti, Sree
Ram Jayanti, and Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Jayanti.

SAGAR BHAVAN, THRISSUR

Jubilee Celebration

-

The Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee of Fr. Michael Palamparambil, the Gold-

en Jubilee of Religious Profession of Fr. Vincent Chalakkal and Fr. John-
son Vadakumchery, and the Silver Jubilee of Religious Profession of Fr.
Sebastian Thekkinieth and Fr. Jain Padayatty were celebrated at Jeru-
salem Retreat Centre in Thrissur on May 18, 2024. Representatives
from various religious communities, jubilarians' relatives, Thrissur
Devamatha Province members, and diocesan priests from Sagar and
Thrissur Dioceses attended the function.

Last Tribute to
Fr. George Thottungal

The funeral ceremony of Fr.
George Thottungal was held at
Sagar Bhavan. The first part of the
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funeral rites was led by the Vicar
Provincial, Fr. Johnshibu and the
second part was led by Archbish-
op Mar Andrews Thazhathu. The
Funeral Mass was celebrated by
Mar Pauly Kannookadan and the
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homily was preached by the Vicar
General, Fr. Josey Thamarassery.
The final burial rite was officiat-
ed by Fr. Thomas Thottungal of

Preshita Province Coimbatore,
the younger brother of the late Fr.
George Thottungal.

CARMELITES HOUSE, KANYANDA, UGANDA

Parish Day 2024 and Blessing
cum Commissioning of the New
School Block

Bishop made his first pastoral visit
of the parish from 17 to 19 March
2024. On 19t March, the Titular
Feast Day of the Parish was cele-
brated as the Parish Day. The Di-
vine Liturgy was presided over by
Bishop Lawrence Mukasa during
which 68 children received Holy
Confirmation. It was followed by
the Public meeting, Cultural pro-
grammes and Agape. The bless-
ing and commissioning of the
newly-constructed Block of St.
Andrew’s Primary School on the
campus which was our long-cher-
ished dream got realised during
the occasion.

Corpus Christi 2024
N

The Corpus Christi 2024 cele-
bration was marked by devotion
and enthusiasm. On this special
day, 120 children received their
First Holy Communion. A Solemn
Eucharistic procession from Kan-
yanda to Kalasa Sub-Parish saw
the participation of hundreds of
devotees.

Kalasa Sub-Parish Declaration
and Feast of Ugandan Martyrs

On June 3, 2024, the Feast of St.
Chavara and St. Kizito, the Ugan-
dan martyr and the youngest
African saint, was celebrated at
Kalasa. The occasion marked the
formal declaration of Kalasa as a
Sub-Parish. After the Holy Mass
a fundraising event and a commu-
nal lunch were organised.
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Jubilee of Fr. Jain

The Silver Jubilee of Religious
Profession of Rev. Fr. Jain and his
patron’s day were celebrated on
14 July. The Religious Fraterni-
ty of Nakasake deanery and our
Indian friends attended the func-
tion.

MoU for St. Kizito Shrine
project, Waluleeta

Waluleeta, the birthplace of St.
Kizito, the youngest Ugandan
Martyr, is 17 km from Kanyanda
and a key site for the Diocese’s

annual pilgrimage on the last
Sunday of July. Currently part

of Nandere Parish, celebrating
its 125-year jubilee, Waluleeta
is a thriving Sub-Parish with 600
Catholic families, 20 acres of
land, and a well-attended prima-
ry school. The long-awaited sign-
ing of the MoU for Waluleeta St.
Kizito Shrine project finally hap-
pened on 21 August 2024. Plans
are underway to elevate Walu-
leeta into a full-fledged parish by
incorporating 5-6 neighboring
Sub-Parishes, creating a notable
geographical and demographic
entity.

ST. MARTIN DE PORRES CATHOLIC CHURCH, GELVANDALE

St. Martin de Porres Catholic
Church Gelvandale is 60 years
old. During the Jubilee year Par-
ish organized various events to
uplift the community spiritually
and socially. The Jubilee celebra-
tions were opened by lighting the
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Jubilee candle at a Golden Oldie.
Two weeks long Parish Mission by
Redemptorists, Family Day, Fun
Walk, Cultural Concert, and the
Jubilee Dance were some of the
events we witnessed during the
jubilee year.
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Seminar on Parish and Pastoral
Activities

A One-day seminar on parish
and pastoral activities was held
on 19 August 2024 organized
by the Department of Evangeli-
zation and Pastoral Work at St.
John’s Provincial House, Najiba-
bad. Representatives from mis-
sion centers gathered to share
experiences, address challenges,
and strategize for effective pasto-
ral work.

Fr. Titus from the Diocese of
Meerut, was the resource person.
Sessions emphasized the impor-
tance of celebrating the Holy Lit-
urgy and adapting pastoral efforts
to contemporary needs.

Renewal Programme 2024

The Renewal Programme for the
members of St. John's Province,
Bijnor, was held on 3rd and 4th
October 2024, bringing together
members to reflect, rejuvenate,
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and realign with the CMI Charism.

The Renewal Programme 2024
was a significant and inspiring
event, leaving participants high-
ly motivated to recommit them-
selves to the CMI Charism and
their missionary responsibilities.

Commemoration and Tribute to
Late Rev. Fr. Zacharias
Moorkkattil CMI

On October 4, 2024, a solemn
Memorial Holy Eucharistic Cel-
ebration was held at St. John’s
Ashram, Najibabad, to honor and
pray for the soul of the Late Rev.
Fr. Zacharias Moorkkattil CMI.

The service saw heartfelt partici-
pation from priests, religious and
lay faithful, united in prayerful
remembrance. The Shraddhanja-
li, a heartfelt tribute to Fr. Zach-
arias, was delivered by Fr. Anoop
Pynadath CMI, Fr. John Chak-
kanatt CMI, Fr. Joji Velikkakathu
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CM, Fr. Jose Alukkal and Fr. Jose
Varghese. The life of Fr. Zacharias,
marked by profound spirituality
and compassion, was celebrated
with deep gratitude. The com-
memoration concluded with a

floral tribute and an Agape meal,
fostering fellowship and honoring
the legacy of Fr. Zacharias, whose
life continues to inspire the com-
munity.

Canonical Visitation

The Canonical Visitation by the Vicar General in St. John’s Province, Bi-
jnor, took place on 4-5 October, 2024, fostering prayer, reflection, and
unity within the community. Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI, the Vic-
ar General, and Rev. Fr. Babu Mattathil CMI, the General Auditor, led
thoughtful discussions.

The Canonical Visitation strengthened the bonds within the communi-
ty and renewed their commitment to the Church’s mission.
Scholastics Get-Together gether continued with commu-

The Scholastic Get-Together held nity-building - activities, includ-
on 31st October 2024 provided a n;g ant;)utl.ng ind dsharecclj fmetals,
platform to address the challeng- s repg ening hon ; aln . oster-
es faced by those in religious for- Ing joy among the scholastics.
mation today. The seminar began 12t Inter-School Cultural Meet
g'th aln thrl\(i]c:u;tlon. bY II:rS DaV|.s The 12% Inter-School Cultural
arayr/: ac?' ’ dror\:lrlmlaa uperlr; Meet for schools under St. John’s
or, Who 'SCL:,S(? cha eng'es SL(;C Province was organized by the
as mentorship, community dy- Department of Education on

namics, and academic pressures. October 24 and 25, 2024, at St.

On 1st November, the get-to- Joseph's Academy, Ghaziabad.
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Rev. Fr. Denny Madavana CMI
served as the convener, with Fr.
Moses Vazhayil CMI and Fr. Bi-
joy Pallickamalil CMI as commit-
tee members. The event saw the
enthusiastic participation of 650

students from 11 schools.

The Meet was organized un-
der the leadership of Fr Shai-
ju Njezhoongan, the provincial
councillor for education..

Annual Retreat

Annual Retreat of the Province was organised on 24 - 30 November,
2024 by the Department of Evangelization and Family Apostolate.

Principals’ Exposure Abroad

The Department of Education
and Media organized a one-week
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exposure program for school
principals of the province in col-
laboration with well-wishers and
benefactors. The program was
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designed to explore internation- methods in renowned institutions
al best practices, educational acrossthe UK.

policies, and innovative teaching

Annual General Body Meeting of the Department of
Education & Media:

The Annual General Body Meeting of the Department of Education and
Media was held on Saturday, 16 November 2024, at St. John’s Ashram,
Najibabad. The meeting was attended by all the managers, principals,
and bursars of our educational institutions of the province.

Rev. Dr. Fr. Varghese Panthalookaran CMI served as the resource per-
son for the day, delivering an enriching session on the topic, “Appropri-
ate Pedagogy for the Al Natives.” The presentation highlighted the im-
portance of incorporating modern advancements, particularly Artificial
Intelligence, into educational practices.

Seminar on Accounting, Auditing & Preparation of
Budget-Department of Finance-
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CMI Mar Thoma Province, Chan-
da started a new mission at the
recently purchased land at Pan-
dharkawda, Yeotmal. At the
start of the Season of Advent,
the Provincial Superior, Fr. Jo-
seph Thachaparambath launched
this new mission by celebrating
Holy Mass at the nearby English
medium school run by a few Ma-
layali friends from Malabar, Ker-
ala belonging to Syro-Malabar
Church. There are around fifteen
Syro Malabar Catholic families
scattered in different villages in
the nearby region who expressed
their desire to have a Mass center
and requested us to cater to their
spiritual needs.

We responded to the request of
this diaspora flock and began our
new venture at Pandharkawda.

The Holy Mass was celebrated on
1st December and was attended
by a sizable community. Fr Pro-
vincial was accompanied by the
senior missionary Rev Fr. Jose
Vadakkemury along with two pro-
vincial councillors.

The Christian community ex-
pressed their immense joy and
thanked the missionaries for
having initiated this new Eucha-
rist Ministry, as they had been
deprived of the much needed
spiritual nourishment ever since
they had left the home shore
years back

When diseases, trials

and difficulties
face you,

resign yourselves
to the will of God

St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
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B PRESHITHA PROVINCE, COIMBATORE N

CMI Preshitha Province Celebrates Diamond Jubilee with Grandeur
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The CMI Preshiha Province commemorated its 60t anniversary on No-
vember 30, 2024, at Chavara Vidya Bhavan Auditorium. The celebra-
tion began with a solemn Holy Eucharist at 10:00 am, presided over by
Mar Paul Alappatt, Bishop of Ramanathapuram, Mar Peter Kochupura-
ckal, Bishop of Palakkad, Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarasery CMI, Vicar Gener-
al, Rev. Fr. Saju Chackalackal CMI, Provincial - Preshitha Province, Rev.
Fr. Jose Nandhikara CMI, Provincial - Devamatha Province, Fr Cyril,
Provincial - St. Paul's Province and Frs. Antony Puthenangady and Wil-
son Moilan CMI, Former Provincials. The Eucharist was concelebrated
by Rev Fr Provincials along with 60 fathers.

Following the Eucharist, the gathering proceeded to the Agape at 12:00
pm, symbolizing unity and brotherhood. The public gathering com-
menced at 1:00 pm, where esteemed guests and dignitaries addressed
the assembly. Vibrant cultural programs showcased the talents of stu-
dents from various schools and institutions of the province.

The celebration concluded with high tea. This milestone celebration
marked a significant chapter in the CMI Preshitha Province's history,
honoring its legacy and envisioning a bright future.

Historic Milestone in the Kenyan Mission of Preshitha Province

At the sixtieth year of Preshitha’s mission and twenty-seventh year
of Preshitha’s Kenyan mission, as a Diamond gift, two native Kenyan
brothers, Bro. Peter Davis Mutwiri and Bro. James Murimi Njuki re-
ceived their CMlI religious habit and made their first profession of reli-
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gious vows, thus, becoming the first overseas members of the Province,
and making our mission truly global in membership as well.

Liturgy was presided over by Fr Jose Nandhikkara, Provincial of De-
vamatha Province. Fr. Saju Chackalackal, Provincial of Preshitha Prov-
ince also concelebrated, together with the Regional Superior of St
Thomas Region, Fr Johny Thachuparamban, and the Subregional Su-
perior of St Therese CMI Mission, Fr Joy Chirayath, and the Novitiate
team. Fr Saju Chackalackal preached the homily, emphasising the call
of every consecrated person in the church to be a symbol and channel
of the grace of God, as embodied in the vocation of Mother Mary Im-
maculate.

@ ‘ ({‘gﬁ F‘

These eight Brothers belong to four different nationalities, namely,
Kenya (4), Madagascar (2), Tanzania (1), and Uganda (1).

With a lot of singing and dancing, as it is usual in African traditions, the
liturgy was a great experience. Parents and family members and rela-
tives of all the eight Brothers joined the celebration making it more in-
teresting and participative.

Double Celebrations Honor
Fr. Dunstan Olakkengil CMI’s
Legacy

A moderate yet meaningful cel-
ebration of Fr. Dunstan’s 104t
birthday was held at St. Joseph'’s
Shrine, Pavaratty. The event be-
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gan with a Requiem Mass presid-
ed over by Fr. Antony Chempa-
kassery, Rector of the Shrine.
Fr. Joy Arackal CMI delivered a
poignant homily highlighting Fr.
Dunstan’s virtuous life and the
glory it brings to Pavaratty, his na-
tive parish.
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A commemoration meeting fol-
lowed, inaugurated by Fr. Antony
Chempakassery and presided
over by Fr. Saju Chackalackal CMl,
Provincial of Preshitha Province,
Coimbatore.

The event also saw the release of
the second edition of “Truth Blos-
soms in Love,” the English transla-
tion of the authoritative biogra-
phy on Fr. Dunstan, “Sutharyam
Sundharam.”

18t Death Anniversary of
Fr Dunstan

The CMI Preshitha Province or-
ganized a solemn commemora-
tion ceremony to mark the 18t
death anniversary of Fr. Dunstan
Olakkengil CMI at Bharathama-
tha Ashram, Palakkad.

The commemoration ceremony

B SACRED HEART PROVINCE, KOCHI N

Sahrudaya- Santhwana- RCMAS Higher Education
Scholarship 2024 - 2025

™R
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began with a Holy Mass celebrat-
ed by Fr. Jose Nandhikara CMI,
Provincial of Devamatha Prov-
ince, and concelebrated by Fr.
Saju Chackalackal CMI, Provin-
cial of Preshitha Province. Fr. Sin-
to Vaidyakaran CMI delivered the
homily, reflecting on Fr. Dunstan’s
life and legacy.
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The Sahrudaya Higher Educa-
tion Scholarship 2024 - 2025,
supported by Santhwana and
Rajagiri College of Management
& Applied Sciences (RCMAS),
was awarded to 55 students on
26 October, 2024. A total of 354
students have benefited the edu-
cation scholarship under the initi-
ative of Sahrudaya.

The Best School Award for
excellence in Social work

Rajagiri Higher Secondary School
received ‘The Best School Award’
for excellence in Social work, the
Kerala FAP State Awards 2024,
and the Samadaram Award for
Social involvement in the district.

Inter School Chess Tournament
at Rajagiri.

Rotary Club of Cochin Royals in
association with Rajagiri Public
School held Royal Gambit Sea-
son-2, a Chess Tournament for
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school students. 1525 players
from 233 schools created history
when they came together to play
chess in the Rajagiri Sports and
Cultural Centre on 2nd November
2024. This feat won Royal Gambit
a National Record as recognized
by the Universal Records Forum
(URF) for the Most School Stu-
dent Participants in a Single-Day
Interschool Chess Tournament.

Renewal Programme 1

The first Renewal programme of
the Province took place on 8% to
10" November, 2024. The inau-
gural talk was given by Fr. Martin
Mallathu CMI, General Councillor
for Education and Media. The re-
source persons for the Renewal
were Fr Francis Manavalan CMI,
Fr Pradeesh Pulickal CMI, Fr Jai-
son Parappilly CMI, Fr Viju Pyna-
dath CMI and Fr Jose Nandikara
CMI. 64 members of the province
participated in the first Renewal
Programme.
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Smriti Vandanam

=

The commemoration of the de-
parted members of the province
was held on 23 November, 2024.
Around 125 family membersof 31
Priest and Brothers of the prov-
ince buried at the provincial house
participated in the remembrance
ceremony. Rev Fr Provincial was
the main celebrant of the requiem
mass and preached a heart touch-
ing homily. It was a meaningful
event in the context of CMI year
of Family, Youth and Children. It
was concluded by the lunch. Smri-
ti Vandanam was also commemo-
rated in Neeleeswaram, Thevara,
Karukutty, Manappuram and Po-
thy.

Helicopter Air Ambulance
Service

Rajagiri Hospital newly launched
helicopter Air Ambulance service
to handle emergency situations.
The inaugural flight was launched
on 23rd November 2024 which
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carried foreigners hailing from
Oman, Uganda and the Maldives.
The helipad has been built on the
ground adjacent to Rajagiri Hos-
pital in a way that it will also be
useful for emergency treatment.
The helipad is a golden feather in
the growth of Rajagiri, which has
won international recognitions
including JCI.

Diamond Jubilee of Kuriakose
Chavara Memorial ITC,
Koonammavu.

The Diamond Jubilee of Kuri-
akose Chavara Memorial ITC,
the initiation of seventh phase of
Chavara Swanthwanam Project
and the tenth year of the Canon-
ization of St. Chavara and St Eu-
prasia was meaningfully celebrat-
ed on 23 November, 2024. Shri
PS. Sreedharan Pillai, Governor,
Goa inaugurated the function. Fr.
Benny Nalkara, Provincial, pre-
sided over the gathering. Mr. V
D Sadeesan Opposition Leader,
gave the Jubilee message and Fr
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Biju Vadakkel, Fr Mathew Koi-
kara, Fr Shinto Thalian, Sr Little
Flower CMC and Fr Martin Mun-

o/ A
KREEPA Green
Power Expo 2024

------

Kerala Renewal Energy Entre-
preneurs and Promoters Associ-

dadan felicitated the gathering. Fr
Joby Kozhikkottu Principal, KMC
proposed the vote of thanks.

ation conducted the South India’s
Largest Renewable Energy Expo
at Adlux International Conven-
tion Centre, Karukutty on 28-30
November, 2024. KREEPA was a
subsidiary organization formed
under the leadership of Fr George
Pittappillil CMI IN 2005. Mr. T
K Jose, Kerala State Regulatory
Chairman honoured Fr George
Pittappillil, the Patron of KREEPA
during the occasion.

Best NGO Award to KRIPA
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Kerala Rehabilitation Institute for the Physically Affected won the best
NGO award in the State. Fr Dibin Mangalath Director, KRIPA, Fr Jacob
Menachery, Principal, KRIPA Special School and the Staff received the
award on 3 December, 2024 from Smt. R. Bindu Minister for Higher
Education and Social Justice at the function held at Thrissur.

First Profession and Vestition

The first profession and Vestition
of five Scholastics of the Province
was held on 8% December, 2024
at Carmel Provincial House, Mu-
vattupuzha. Nine Novices from
the Provinces of Muvattupuzha,
Kochi and Chanda made their
profession at Provincial House.
Fr Mathew Manjakunnel, Provin-
cial, Muvattupuzha was the main
celebrant and Fr Benny Nalkara,
Provincial, Kochi gave a meaning-
ful homily.

BST. JOSEPH PROVINCE, KOTTAYAM —

Superiors’ Meeting

The Superiors' Meeting was held
on 8t September 2024 at Anugra-
ha Renewal Centre, Vazhoor. The
meeting commenced at 9.30 AM
with an introductory talk by Rev.
Fr Provincial. During the meeting,
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the Department Councillors pre-
sented detailed reports of their
respective departments. All the
superiors actively participated,
sharing their experiences and in-
sights. The meeting concluded
with lunch.

Laying of Foundation Stone of
New Provincial House Building

The blessing and foundation
stone laying ceremony for the
new Provincial House building at
Vazhoor took place on 8th Sep-
tember 2024, the Feast of the Na-
tivity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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Rev. Fr Provincial officiated the
ceremony, with fathers and broth-
ers representing each house. Fr
James Neendussery, the Director
of Anugraha Renewal Centre and
Councillor for Pastoral Ministry,
warmly welcomed everyone to
the event. Rev. Fr Provincial deliv-
ered the presidential address, and
the ceremony was graced by the
presence of local political leaders
and neighbors, making it a memo-
rable occasion.

Canonical Visitation and Re-
newal Programme

The Canonical Visitation and Re-
newal Programme of the Prov-
ince were held from November
21 to 23, 2024, at the Anugraha
Renewal Centre. The Renewal
Programme commenced on No-
vember 22 at 8.30 AM with an
introductory talk by Rev. Fr Vicar
General. The sessions were led by
distinguished speakers, including
Fr Benny Nalkara, Fr Sony Pala-
thara, Fr Biju Vellakada, Fr Davis
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Varayilan, Fr Stanly Chelliyil, and
Fr Alex Louis Thannippara. The
event was an enriching and spirit-
ually uplifting experience for all
participants.

The Blessing and Foundation
Stone Laying Ceremony of
Chavara Mount CMI Public

On 15% August, 2024, Fr Abraham
Vettiyankal, Provincial, blessed
and laid the foundation stone
of Chavara Mount CMI Public
School at Thudanganadu. Fr Bas-
tian Mangalathil, Corporate Man-
ager; Fr James Narithookkil, Pri-
or of St Vincent Monastery and
Manager, Chavara Public School
Pala; Fr Sabu Koodappattu CMI,
Principal, Chavara Public School
Pala and Fr Paulson Kochukani-
yamparambil, Vice Principal, Cha-
vara Public School Pala were also
present at this auspicious occa-
sion.

New Website

A new website, www.cmiktym.
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org, has been launched for St Jo-
seph Province, Kottayam, mark-
ing a significant step in embracing
digital platforms to enhance com-
munication and connectivity.

33 Death Anniversary of the
Servant of God,
Fr Bruno Kaniarakath

The 33 death anniversary of the
Servant of God, Fr Bruno Kani-
arakath, was solemnly celebrat-
ed on December 15, 2024, at St
Anne’s Monastery, Kurianad. The
Holy Mass was presided over
by Rev. Fr Thomas Chathampa-
rambil, the Prior General, who
delivered an inspiring homily
reflecting on the exemplary life
and virtues of Fr Bruno. The main
co-celebrants included Fr Abra-
ham Vettiyankal (Provincial), Fr
James Neendussery (Pastoral
Councillor), Fr Dominic Vechoor
(Professor, St Thomas Apostolic
Seminary, Vadavathoor), and Fr
Stanly Chelliyil (Prior, St Anne's
Monastery, Kurianad).

56

As part of the commemoration, a
website (www.brunokaniarakath-
cmi.org) dedicated to the Servant
of God, Fr Bruno Kaniarakath,
was officially inaugurated by Rev.
Dr Dominic Vechoor. This website
is the result of the visionary initia-
tive and guidance of Rev. Fr Thom-
as Kollamparambil, the Vice Pos-
tulator, and the creative expertise
of Bro Dain Kuzhikkattuthazhe
and Bro. Christin Vayalilkalapura
who meticulously designed and
developed the website.

Multi-purpose Floodlit Indoor

A significant achievement has
been added to the legacy of St
Anne's Higher Secondary School,
Kurianad, with the inauguration
of its newly constructed mul-
ti-purpose floodlit indoor stadi-
um. The stadium was blessed by
Rev. Fr Abraham Vettiyankal, Pro-
vincial, and was inaugurated by
cine artist Mr Lalu Alex.

NABH Accreditation

Mary Queen's Mission Hospital
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in Kanjirappally has earned the
prestigious NABH 5% Edition Full
Accreditation, becoming one of
the few 200-bedded hospitals in
Kerala to achieve this distinction.
As the hospital celebrates its 67t
anniversary of dedicated service,
this milestone underscores its
commitment to quality health-
care. Mary Queen's Mission Hos-
pital is also honoured with the
prestigious Silver Award for En-
ergy Management by the Society
of Energy Engineers and Manag-
ers (SEEM), in recognition of its
exemplary efforts in sustainable
energy conservation.

New Releases

i) Fr Alexander Paikada released
his new book, "Charithrathinop-
pam Nadannappol." This book is
a collection of his editorials and
articles.

ii) Fr Jobin Thayyil has published a
new book titled "Bible Paschath-
alapadanam." The book, published
by Sophia Books, Kozhikode,
presents the Word of God and
its context in a systematic ques-
tion-and-answer format;

iii) Fr Abraham Perikilakad in-
vented a life-saving armor called
"Noah's Arch." This invention was
designed to protect the lives of
fishermen.
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Golden Jubilee Celebration of
CMI Presence in Peru

The CMI Congregation reached
a significant milestone by cele-
brating 50 years of its Mission in
Peru with a three-day reflection
and dialogue, held from Septem-
ber 24 to 26, 2024, in Arequipa,
Peru. In addition to the members
of the sub region, the gathering
was honoured by the presence of
several distinguished CMI lead-
ers. Among them were Fr Josey
Thamarassery, the Vicar General,
Fr Santhosh Mathenkunnel, Vicar
Provincial, and Fr James Neen-
dussery, Secretary for Pastoral
Works at the provincial level. Fr
Joshy, Coordinator of Mission
Works in South America,

The gathering began with a heart-
felt prayer and a warm welcome
from Fr Scaria Kumaramangalam,
the Sub-regional Superior. The
central part of the event was the
sharing of experiences by all the
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participants. Each member had
the opportunity to talk about
their current work and the mis-
sions they had been part of in the
past. This exchange of stories was
deeply enriching for everyone in-
volved. It allowed for a collective
reflection on the journey the CMI
congregation has undertaken
over the past five decades, espe-
cially in the context of their mis-
sionary work in South America.

The highlight of the gathering was
the inspiring message delivered
by Fr Josey Thamarassery, the
Vicar General. He expressed pro-
found gratitude for the dedicated
and challenging pastoral work
being done by the CMI fathers
in South America. He acknowl-
edged the unique difficulties they
face in their mission, particularly
in remote and underserved re-
gions. He praised their efforts as
a shining example of the congre-
gation’s broader mission to bring
Christ’s message to all corners of
the world, particularly to those
who are marginalized and for-
gotten. During his address, Fr Jo-
sey also took a moment to honor
the pioneers of the Peru mission,
who first arrived in the country in
1975. He recalled their courage
and faith, noting that their efforts
laid the foundation for the strong
presence of the CMI congrega-
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tion in Peru today.

The gathering was further ele-
vated by the inspiring words of Fr
Santhosh Mathenkunnel, the Vic-
ar Provincial, and Fr James Neen-
dussery. Both acknowledged the
tireless efforts of the CMI priests
working in South America espe-
cially in Peru, emphasizing the dif-
ficult pastoral work they continue
to undertake in often challeng-
ing environments. Fr Santhosh
spoke with great appreciation for
the members, stating that their
commitment and resilience in
South America serve as a model
and source of inspiration for the
entire congregation. Fr James
Neendussery echoed these sen-
timents, expressing his deep ad-
miration for the work being done.
He assured the members that the
province will continue to offer its
full support whenever needed. Fr
Joshy, the General Coordinator
for the South American missions,
also congratulated the members
of the Peru Sub-region for reach-
ing this significant milestone. He
commended their perseverance
and the strong sense of communi-
ty they have fostered throughout
their mission.

The gathering was blessed with
the presence of Monsignor Radl
Chau Quispe, the Auxiliary Bish-
op of Arequipa, who addressed
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the group on the theme “Fortale-
zas y desafios de la misionen el
Perd” (Strengths and Challenges
of the Mission in Peru). His words
provided deep insights into the
ongoing mission work, highlight-
ing both the successes and the
areas where growth and develop-
ment are needed.

The climax of the 50* anniversary
celebration was the solemn Holy
Mass, presided over by Monsig-
nor Javier Del Rio, the Archbish-
op of Arequipa. During the Mass,
the Jubilee year was officially
inaugurated with the lighting of
the ceremonial candle. He spoke
highly of the CMI congregation’s
work in Peru, recognizing their
dedication, sacrifice, and positive
impact on the local communities.

The celebration was hosted at
the Parish of Tingo, where Father
Sabu Naduvilpurayidam serves as

the parish priest. Fr Sabu played a
crucial role in organizing the en-
tire program, which included the
three-day reflection, the Jubilee
Mass, and a subsequent gather-
ing with parishioners. As part of
the inaugural celebrations, each
participant received a commem-
orative cap featuring an emblem
designed by Fr Tomy Moozhayil,
CML. This emblem symbolizes the
unity and commitment of the con-
gregation, serving as a tangible
reminder of their shared mission
in Peru and the milestones they
have achieved together over the
years.

During the gathering, Fr Josey
Thamarassery, the Vicar General,
announced that the concluding
ceremony of the Golden Jubilee
celebrations will take place in
Lima on September 17, 2025.

B ST THOMAS PROVINCE, KOZHIKODE I

Jubilee Celebration of Priestly Ordination

The Platinum Jubilee of the religious profession of Rev. Fr. Caesarius
Nalpathamkalam, the Golden Jubilee of ordination of Fr. Mathew Chal-
il, Fr. Sebastian Poonolly, Fr. George Padannamakkal, Fr. Thomas Pan-
thaplackal, and Fr. Thomas Thundathil; the Golden Jubilee of the reli-
gious profession of Fr. Paul Chakkanikunnel (Sr.); and the Silver Jubilee
of the religious profession of Fr. Sibi Thakidiyil, Fr. Bony Vettamtha-
dathil, and Fr. Sunil Mackanal were joyfully celebrated in a solemn func-
tion on October 12, 2024, at St. Thomas Provincial House, Amalapuri.

The celebration began with a Concelebrated Jubilee Mass, followed by
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a felicitation meeting and an Agape. The event was graced by the pres-
ence of nearly all members of the province, along with the jubilarians'
relatives. Representatives from Dharmaram College also attended the
function and joined in honoring the jubilarians.

“Hymns 2024": National Level
Carol Competition

2
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The St. Thomas Province, Calicut,
hosted the prestigious "Hymns
2024" National Level Carol
Competition on December 8 at
St. Joseph’s College, Devagiri,
Kozhikode. The event showcased
remarkable talent, with the A.R.
Band from Ernakulam securing
first place. The second runner-up
was the choir from Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Church, Vypin, Er-
nakulam, and the third runner-up
was the Seraph’s Band from
Trivandrum.

The event was meticulously or-
ganized by Rev. Fr. Anoop Noble
Mavara CMI of Amala Media
House, ensuring its success and
vibrancy.
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B CARMEL PROVINCE, MUVATTUPUZHA I

Province day Celebration

Carmel province day was celebrated on Sept. 21 with concelebrated
Holy Mass, and family get together followed by Agape. Being the pa-
trons day of Fr Mathew Manjakunnel, Provincial on the same day Aspir-
ants, Postulants, Novices, Scholastics and fathers & Brothers from dif-
ferent houses also joined in the felicitation with different programme.
Provincial gave gifts to all to mark the occasion of family day of Carmel

Province.

Superiors & Heads of Institu-
tions meeting

An ordinary meeting of Superiors,
Heads of institutions and Bursars
was held on 19 October, 2024 at
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Provincial House. The main agen-
da of the meeting was to give
awareness on statutory proce-
dures to be complied in account-
ing and immediate preparation
for the renewal of 12 A registra-
tion of our trusts and societies.

Uganda Mission at Fort Portal
diocese

“How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring
good news.” - Isaiah 52:7.

In line with the bicentennial cel-
ebration and its decennial prepa-

61



NEWS FROM PROVINCES

ration, and following the thrust
of the CMI Congregation, “Com-
munitarian Witnessing Beyond
Borders,” we celebrated a historic
event on November 24, 2024, the
Feast Day of Christ the King of
Kings. On this special day, Carmel
Province formally inaugurated a
new house in Uganda, located in
the Fort Portal Diocese, named
Carmel CMI House. The first Car-
melite Monastery was blessed by
Bishop Robert Muhiirwa in the
presence of Provincial Fr. Mathew
Manjakunnel CMI, Fr. Benny-
Karuvelil (Secretary General of
the Namibian Catholic Bishops
Conference), and founding mem-
bers of the house, Fr. Rinoj and
Fr. Biju. Fathers, Sisters, and laity
working in the diocese also joined
in the ceremony. This marks a
great blessing and a humble be-
ginning for our mission here.

Furthermore, the canonical erec-
tion of the new St. Marys Catho-
lic Parish was a mega event, with
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ing. Along with Bishop Muhiirwa,
Prime Minister Hon. Robinah
Nabbanja, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter of the Tooro Kingdom Hon.
Nyakake Harriet, Minister of
Tourism Hon. Tom Butime, Min-
ister of State for Health Hon.
Margaret Muhanga, Members of
Parliament, the District Chairper-
son, and distinguished dignitaries
attended the Holy Eucharist and
the subsequent public meeting.
Vicar General, Monsgr. Rev. Fr.
Isaiah, Pastoral Coordinator of
the Diocese Rev. Fr. Gerald Aku-
gizibwe, Deans, Parish Priests,
religious Fathers, Brothers, and
Sisters, along with over 100 par-
ticipants, attended the ceremony,
which lasted for five hours.

The parish consists of three sub-
parishes, 19 churches, and at-
tached schools and institutions.
After the Mass, a public function
was presided over by Bishop Mu-
hiirwa, with speeches from the
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Prime Minister, Ministers, Pro-
vincial, and former and new Par-
ish Priests. African dances added
an extra touch to the celebration,
and the faith, love, and respect
shown by the faithful were truly
remarkable. As part of the Kiga-
rama festival, the entire congre-
gation was served grand Ugandan
meals, makingit areligiousfestival

>

that far exceeded expectations.

During the event, the Bible Pro-
ject, sponsored by our Fathers
working in Germany, was inaugu-
rated by the Bishop. The ceremo-
nies concluded with the planting
of a tree by the Bishop and the
Provincial to commemorate the
opening of the new parish and the
new CMI house.

Bros. Roshith Koovely, Godwin Kottackal and
Francy Parayadiyil was held on 8 December, 2024 at the Carmel Pro-
vincial House. The priestly ordination of Deacon Justin Kaimalayil was
held on 2 January, 2025 at Carmel Monastery, Vazhakulam.

Blessing of Mariabhavan -
Priests home

We are really fortunate to have
the blessing of Maria bhavan for
the aged members with addi-
tional floor having 10 rooms as
priests’ home. It was dedicated
by Rev. Fr Mathew Manjakunnel,
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Provincial on 08 December, 2024
at4.45 pm.

Prior General’s Canonical visita-
tion & Province Get - together,

The Canonical Visitation of Rev
Fr Prior General and the Renewal
Program were held on 9 - 12 De-
cember, 2024. It was a time for
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rejuvenation of consecrated life,
collective reflection, communi-
ty prayers, personal evaluation
of our religious life, commitment
and ministries for further devel-
opment as well as future planning
about the Province. Fr. Prior Gen-
eral appreciated the new devel-
opments in the Carmel Province
such as beginning of Ugandan
Mission and Savio Bhavan for the
differently abled. He also con-
gratulated the Provincial council
for new initiatives such as admin-
istrative office system at Provin-
cial house, administrative coun-
cils in school administration and
efficient mode of operations in
accounting and auditing system.

Carmel Pilgrimage to Kainakary

The community of Provincial
House made a pilgrimage to Ka-
inakary on 31 October, 2024.
Fr. Thomas Irumbukuthiyil, Di-
rector of Chavara Pilgrim Centre
welcomed all with a high tea.

64

Fr Bede Korattiyil Memorial
Volleball tournament

Fr. Bede Memorial Volleyball
tournament was conducted at
Infant Jesus high school grounds
with much enthusiasm and sports
man spirit. Many professional
teams participated in the tourna-
ment conducted in second con-
secutive year.

Vachnopasana - The miracle of
Word of God in Idukki

Vachanopasana - the competi-
tion organized by Carmel prov-
ince for the children with support
of CMC Idukki province and Iduk-
ki Diocese was a miracle of word
of God where Aleena George of
Std. V byhearted 935 verses and
won the first prize.

Fr. Sijan Unnukallel CMI
President of Kerala State
Sahodaya Complexes

President of Kerala State Sa-
hodaya Complexes, Fr Sijan Paul
Unnukallel organized the Princi-
pals conference where more than
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one thousand participants came
together from across the State of
Kerala. It is the largest organiza-
tion of Principals of CBSE schools
in India.

Book on Karl Rahner “Anony-
mous Christians’ released.

The book entitled ‘Anonymous
Christians - Supernatural exis-

tential and Universal salvific will
of God’' written by Fr. Mathew
Manjakunnel based on the theo-
ry of Karl Rahner was released by
Fr Prior General Rev. Fr. Thomas
Chathamparampil in Bangalore
during the Major Superiors’ meet-
ing. It was published by Dharmar-
am Publications Bangalore.

BST. JOSEPH’S PROVINCE, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM ||

Beginning of the Canonical Novitiate

Eight Brothers from the St. Joseph'’s Province have begun their canoni-
cal novitiate at Nirmalgiri Novitiate, Punalur. The commencement cer-
emony was marked by a solemn Holy Qurbana celebrated by Fr. Antony
Elamthottam CMI, Provincial, as the Main Celebrant.

Rev. Fr. Thomas Mannooparampil CMI delivered an inspiring homily
during the Holy Qurbana, offering words of encouragement and guid-

ance to the new novices.
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Annual Retreat for Fathers

St. Joseph’s Province recently
conducted its annual retreat for
reverend fathers from 15-19 Sep-
tember, 2024. The retreat was
held at the CMI Provincial House
in Trivandrum.

Rev. Fr. George Kulangara CMI
served as the retreat preacher,
guiding the participants through
a series of spiritual exercises and
reflections.

Feast of the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross at Mannanam

St. Joseph’s Monastery Church,
Mannanam, celebrated the Feast
of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross on September 14, 2024.
The event featured a series of
religious services and activities
to commemorate this significant
Christian feast. The main celebra-
tion was held at 11:00 AM, which
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included a solemn Holy Mass, a
special prayer for the Holy Cross,
a benediction, and a procession
with the relics of the Holy Cross

Five Fathers retire from
educational service

St. Joseph’s Province, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, expresses its grat-
itude and admiration to five rev-
erend Fathers who have retired
from their teaching roles in col-
leges and schools this year.

Fr. Sebastian Attichira CMI, Fr.
Roy Maleckal CMI, Fr. Joseph
Mannooparampil CMI, Fr. Luka
Chavara CMI, and Fr. Jose Vekath-
anam CMI, have dedicated many
years to education, inspiring and
shaping the lives of thousands of
students.

The province is immensely proud
of these five reverend fathers and
their invaluable contributions.
Their ideal service and dedication
have helped to elevate the insti-
tutions they served to greater
heights.

Don Bosco Sunday School,
Chethipuzha, wins Bible Kalol-
savam for 11t Consecutive Year

Don Bosco Sunday School, Cheth-
ipuzha, has once again emerged
as the overall champion in the
Changanacherry Forane level Bi-
ble kalolsavam, a prestigious com-
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petition among Sunday schools in
the region.

This remarkable achievement
marks the 11th consecutive year
that Don Bosco Sunday School
has secured the top spot in the
competition. The school’s consist-
ent performance is a testament
to the dedication and hard work
of its students, teachers, and par-
ents.

Christ School, Ramanagara,
receives official recognition
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Christ School, Ramanagara, cele-
brated a significant milestone as
Fr. Provincial officially announced
the school’s recognition by the
Education Department of the
Government of Karnataka. The
school was assigned the unique
UDISE code 29324100860,
marking its official status as arec-
ognized educational institution in
the state.

Congratulations to Rev. Fr. Tinto
Pulinchuvallil CMI, Principal, Fr.
Jacob Nannattumalil CMI, Bur-
sar, Fr. Tomy Kattampally, and
all the dedicated fathers of the
Trivandrum Province working at
Bangalore for their instrumental
role in achieving this remarkable
accomplishment.

St. Ephrem’s HSS, Mannanam,
wins 19t Interschool South
India Basketball Tournament

St. Ephrem’s Higher Secondary
School, Mannanam, has emerged
as the champion of the 19th In-
terschool South India Basketball
Tournament, defeating G V M
HSS, Kunnamkulam, by a score of
68-27 in the final match.

Congratulations to Rev. Fr. An-
tony Kanjirathinkal CMI, Director
of Ephrem'’s Sports Academy, the
Principal, staff, and students of St.
Ephrem’s HSS for this remarkable
achievement.
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Sneha Thanal Team Conducts Counselling Retreat for
Higher Secondary Students

St. Teresa’s Higher Secondary School, Vazhapally, hosted a two-day
counseling retreat and orientation programme for higher secondary
students on September 23 and 24, 2024. The programme was conduct-
ed by the Sneha Thanal Team, a group dedicated to providing coun-
seling and support services.

The retreat featured insightful talks by renowned speakers, including
Fr. Jerin Thuruthel CMI, Fr. Titto Vallavanthara CMI, Fr. James Ma-
dathilchira CMI, and Dr. Tintu. The speakers addressed various topics
related to personal growth, stress management, career guidance, and
emotional well-being.

The retreat provided a valuable opportunity for students to explore
their thoughts and feelings, gain new perspectives, and develop coping
mechanisms for challenges they may face.

St. Joseph’s U.P. School, Man- competition.

, tri hs in Kho Kh . .
nanam, triumphs in Bho Rho Congratulations to Rev. Fr. Saji

St. Joseph’s U.P. School, Mannan-  Parakadavil CMI, Head Master,
am, has brought immense pride  staff, coaches, and students of St.
to the community by securingthe  Joseph’s U.P. School for their out-
First Prize inthe Kho Khogameat  standing achievement.

the Ettumanoor Sub-District level
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His Grace Mar Thomas Tharayil, the newly appointed Metropolitan
Archbishop of Changanassery Archdiocese, made a pastoral visit to the
Sacred Heart Parish, Nellippally. As part of his visit, he made a special

visit to the Nirmalgiri Novitiate.

During his visit, Archbishop Tharayil interacted with the priests and
novices at the Novitiate. He engaged in meaningful conversations, of-
fering words of encouragement and spiritual guidance.

Final Farewell to Rev. Fr. Antony
Kochuveettil CMI

Fr. Antony, a member of Nazareth
Carmel Monastery, Muhamma,
was called to eternal reward on
Tuesday, September 10, 2024.
He was born on March 6, 1945,
in Kudamaloor. He made his first
vows on May 16, 1966, and was
ordained a priest on May 16,
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1974.

Fr. Antony also rendered pastoral
service as Vicar of St. Antony’s
Parish, Cheepunkal, St. Kuriakose
Elias Carmel House, Kainakary,
and St. Joseph’s Monastery, Man-
nanam. He was widely respected
and loved by the people of God
for his charism for exorcism and
healing ministry.
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During the funeral service, Fr.
Thomas Choolaparampil CMI,
Prior of St. Joseph’s Carmel Mon-
astery, Punnapra, delivered a
moving homily, sharing inspiring
words about the life and legacy
of Rev. Fr. Antony Kochuveettil
CMLI. Revw. Fr. Josey Thamarasser-
ry CMI, Vicar General, presided
over the solemn Holy Qurbana as
the main celebrant.

St. Joseph’s Province Celebrates
Teachers’ Day with Gratitude
and Appreciation

Teachers’ Day was celebrated
with great enthusiasm and fervor
across various institutions within
the St. Joseph'’s Province. Schools,
colleges, and other educational
institutions organized a variety
of events to honor and appreci-
ate the dedicated educators who
shape the minds of future gener-
ations.

St. Mary’s Forane Church, Kali-
yal, distributes Holy Bibles to
Sunday School Students

&
’
& LN
gl
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St. Mary’s Forane Church, Kali-
yal, Tamil Nadu, recently distrib-
uted 100 Tamil Bibles to Sunday
school students. The Bible was
purchased from the TNBCLC, Tin-
divanam, and was distributed on
September 1, 2024, in the pres-
ence of Bishop Mar George Ra-
jendran of the Diocese of Thuck-
alay.

The parishioners of Saint Mary’s
Church, Kaliyal, expressed their
gratitude to the donors for their
support in spreading the Gospel.
Rev. Fr. Mathew Arekalam CMI,
the vicar of the church, thanked
the donors for their generosity
and wished them the blessings of
the Lord.

Bro. Ginu Thoyalumthalackal is
the General Beadle of
Carmel Vidya Bhavan

Carmel Vidya Bhavan, Pune,
has elected Bro. Ginu Thoya-
lumthalackal CMI as its new Gen-
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eral Beadle. Congratulation Br
Ginu.

St. Joseph’s Province shines in
online Elocution Competition

All Kerala St. Chavara and St. Eu-
phrasia online elocution compe-
tition, organized at the province
level, saw enthusiastic participa-
tion from schools and colleges of
St. Joseph’s Province. The com-
petition concluded on September
28th, with many talented stu-
dents showcasing their oratory
skills.

The province extends its heartfelt
congratulations to all the princi-
pals and staff members who en-
couraged their students to partic-
ipate in this competition.

Bishop visits and blesses
Nirmalgiri Novitiate

His Excellency Mar Sylvester
Ponnumuthan, the Bishop of the
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Punalur Latin Diocese, made a
pastoral visit to the Nirmalgiri
Novitiate. His visit was marked by
a warm and friendly atmosphere
as he interacted with the Novices,
offering words of encouragement
and blessings.

The bishop’s visit signifies the
strong bond and mutual respect
shared between the Diocese and
the Nirmalgiri Novitiate.

New Song Release: “Keralam”
by the MEN IN CASSOCK You-
Tube Channel

The MEN IN CASSOCK YouTube
channel, under the leadership of
the Department of Pastoral Work
and Evangelization of the CMI
congregation, has released a new
song titled “Keralam.” The song
is a tribute to the state of Kerala
and its people, and it was released
as part of Kerala Piravi, which was
celebrated on November 1.

The song has been well-received
by viewers, and it has already gar-
nered thousands of views on You-
Tube.
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Congratulations to Fr. Titto Val-
lavanthara CMI for composing

Juby Maniyemkeril CMI for sing-
ing the song!

the music for “Keralam,” and to Fr.
“Ignite” Retreat Empowers Young Minds

St. Thomas Forane Church, Bangalore, recently concluded a success-
ful two-day retreat program titled “Ignite,” organized by Sneha Thanal.
Held on October 26 - 27, 2024, the retreat was primarily aimed at cat-
echism students and teachers.

The retreat featured insightful talks and counselling sessions led by
esteemed speakers, including Rev. Frs. James Madathilchira CMI, Jer-
in Thuruthel CMI, and Ligin Moozhayil CMI, along with other counsel-
lors. The sessions covered a range of topics, including personal growth,
spirituality, and social responsibility.

Over 600 students participated in the Sunday School retreat, where
they were inspired to deepen their faith and embrace their role as
young disciples of Christ. The retreat empowered them to live their
lives with purpose, compassion, and faith.

Dignitaries from Germany Visit
CMI Provincial House

30, 2024. Their visit was part of
the ongoing twinning program
between the Christ Internation-

Auxillary Bishop Florian Woern-
al School, Kazhakootam and the

er of Augsburg, Germany, along

with Mr. Peter Kosak, Director of
Schools, and Dr. Juliana Gloeck-
ler, Secretary, visited the CMI
Provincial House on November
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schools of Diocese of Augsburg.

The distinguished guests were
warmly welcomed by Rev. Fr. An-
tony Elamthottam CMI, the Pro-
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vincial, and other members of the en the bonds between the two
Provincial House. The visit pro- institutions and explore potential
vided an opportunity to strength-  areas of collaboration.

S

Youth of St. Joseph’s Church, ty service initiative. They volun-

Kuchapuram, celebrate teered to clean the Mercy Home
Gandhi Jayanti with and spent quality time with its
Community Service residents. The youth also shared a

The youth of St. Joseph’s Church meal with the residents, fostering
Kuchapuram .marked Gandh; a sense of camaraderie and com-
Jayanti by organizing a communi-  P33'o™

Fr. Provincial and Fr. Chacko Manackal visit UK for
Canonical Visitation

T

Rev. Fr. Antony Elamthottam CMI, Provincial and Rev. Fr. Chacko
Manackal CMI recently concluded a successful canonical visitation to
the CMI members serving in the United Kingdom.

They Started their visit on October 1, 2024, and returned on Octo-
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ber 16. During their stay, they met Rev. Frs. Jose Kaduthanam, Joseph
Ozhukayil, Tebin Puthenpurackal, and Johnson Kattiparampil, who are
currently serving in various ministries in the UK.

A significant highlight of the visit was a meeting with the Bishop of
Westminster. The meeting provided an opportunity to discuss the pas-
toral needs of the Catholic community in the UK and explore potential

areas of collaboration.

Fr. James Kanyakonil CMI Cele-
brates Silver Jubilee

Rev. Fr. James Kanyakonil CMI,
Principal of Carmel Polytechnic
College, Punnapra, recently cele-
brated the silver jubilee of priest-
ly ordination. A special thanksgiv-
ing Holy Qurbana was celebrated
at 9:30 AM on October 31, 2024,
at St. Joseph’s Carmel Monastery
Chapel, Punnapra.

Following the Holy Qurbana, a

"No one should follow
what he considers to be good for himself,
hut rather what seems good for another:

Let them put Christ hefore allelse;
and may he lead us all to evertasting life.’
— St Benedict

gathering was held to honor Fr.
James. Theeventincludedfelicita-
tions and cultural performances.
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HST. XAVIER’S PROVINCE, RAJKOT I

Uniting Hearts, Creating
Memories: Province Fellowship
Outing

The Province Fellowship Outing,
held from August 25-27, 2024,
brought together most of our
members working in Saurashtra,
Kutch and Pune for a refreshing
and spiritually enriching experi-
ence.

Fr. Joy Manickanamparambil

CMI, the Parish Priest at Vapi,
guided us through historic forts,
serene churches, the picturesque
seashore and the beautiful loca-
tions of Daman and Silvassa. The
outing included two significant
spiritual moments: On the first
day, Holy Mass was celebrated
by Rev. Fr. Provincial at Our Lady
of the Sea Church in St. Jerome

o Fort, with all the fathers con-

celebrating. On the second day,
Holy Mass was celebrated at the
historic Bom Jesus Church by Fr.
James Thayil CMI, with all the fa-
thers concelebrating. The trip left
us rejuvenated and grateful, with
special thanks to Rev. Fr. Provin-
cial for initiating this memorable
event.

Moments of Grace: Renewal, Visitation, and Jubilee
Celebration

HMHHEE E\\C\'

The Renewal Programme, Canon-
ical Visitation, and Jubilee Cele-
bration marked a spiritually en-
riching milestone for the province
in 2024. This "three-in-one" event
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blended renewal, reflection, and
celebration, all within the Bicen-
tennial journey of our Congrega-
tion.
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The Canonical Visitation of the
Provincial House, conducted by
Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI,
Delegate of the Prior General,
and Rev. Fr. Babu Mattathil CMI,
Auditor General, commenced
on October 18, 2024. Fr. Josey’s
orientation talk set the tone for
the visitation and the subsequent
3-day Renewal Programme.

The Renewal Programme fea-
tured thought-provoking ses-
sions on topics like spirituality
and service, counselling and inner
healing, a revisit of CMI missions,
apostolates for families, youth,
and children, and updates on ac-
counting and income tax regula-
tions.

19th Sunday evening brought a
jubilant celebration of the Silver
Jubilee of 8 members of the prov-
ince. Five priests marked 25 years
of Priestly Ordination: Fr. Wilson
Vettumanicakal CMI, Fr. Varghe-
se Chiraparambil CMI, Fr. Joseph
Kuzhikkattu CMI, Fr. Sunny Vetti-
kuzhichalil CMI, and Fr. Thomson
Thekiniyeth CMI. Three others
celebrated 25 years of Religious
Profession: Fr. Jino Valiyaparam-
bil CMI, Fr. Sijo Kottarathil CMI,
Fr. Antony Puthussery CMI and
Fr. Augustine Kuttipalackal CMI.
The celebration included a sol-
emn Holy Mass, a dynamic felic-
itation programme, and vibrant
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performances by aspirants from
Gondal and Rajkot.

The Renewal Programme and Ca-
nonical Visitation concluded with
insightful reflections by Fr. Josey
and valuable updates from the
Provincial.

A Journey of Discernment: Bro.
George Putthoor begins Novi-
tiate

On the Feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, 8 Septem-
ber, 2024, Bro. George Puthoor
of St. Xavier’s Province, Rajkot,
officially began his novitiate at
Bhanpuri Novitiate House, Jag-
dalpur along with 14 other broth-
ers from various provinces.

Representing St. Xavier’s Prov-
ince, Rajkot, Fr. Jose Mangalam-
kunnel CMI, Vicar Provincial and
Fr. Pradeeksh Palliyan CMI, a
member of the novitiate team at-
tended the ceremonies.

Faith, Leadership, and Joy:
Honouring Fr. Provincial on His
Birthday

The birthday of Rev. Fr. Binoy
Elavunkal CMI, the Provincial,
was joyfully celebrated on 2 No-
vember, 2024, on the eve of Di-
wali, at the Provincial House. The
celebration began with a heartfelt
prayer service led by Rev. Fr. Da-
vis Manjaly CMI, assisted by the
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seminarians, creating a spiritually
enriching atmosphere. The prayer
service concluded with a special
blessing by Bishop Jose Chit-

tooparambil CMI, adding grace to
the occasion. The evening contin-
ued with greetings and a delight-
ful fellowship meal.

A Sacred Pause: Annual Retreat for Priests

- @ “TO HAVE LTFE AND HAVE IT IN ABUNDANCE” (nitite

The Annual Retreat for priests serving in the Diocese, organized jointly
by the Diocese and the CMI Provinces of Rajkot and Bhavnagar, took
place from November 3 to 8, 2024, during the Diwali holidays. This
year’s retreat was guided by Rev. Fr. Kurian Karickal MSFS of Charis

Bhavan, Athirampuzha.

Bridging the Distance: Fr. Pro-

vincial’s Visit to Our members

in North East, Mangalore, and
Secunderabad

Rev. Fr. Binoy Elavunkal CMI, the
Provincial, visited members of
the province residing outside its
boundaries to strengthen con-
nections. His journey included a
visit to the Northeast, where he
met Fr. Rijin Kurialapuzha CMI,
who is pursuing his B.Ed. studies
at Don Bosco College, Dimapur.

He then visited Fr. Sijo Kottara-
thil CMI at Rishivana, Manga-
lore, where Fr. Sijo is engaged in
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a spiritual renewal programme.
Continuing his journey, Fr. Pro-
vincial visited the parish of Fr.
George Muttathottil CMI at Ven-
kattapuram near Secunderabad,
in the Diocese of Shamshabad.

Diamond Jubilarians: A Legacy
of Faith and Service

On 28 November, 2024, the Pro-
vincial House had the privilege of
honouring two veteran missionar-
ies of our Diocese and Bhavnagar
Province, Fr. Mathew Kalathoor
CMI and Fr. Joseph Uppumackal
CMI, on the occasion of their Dia-
mond Jubilee celebrations.
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Fr. Mathew Kalathoor, a pioneer
missionary, played a crucial role
in establishing numerous mission
stations in the Diocese, laying the
foundation for vibrant Christian
communities. Fr. Joseph Uppu-
mackal, who joined the mission
later, zealously dedicated himself
to nurturing the faith of newly
baptized Christians at Parnala
and served as director in various
mission centres, including Moti-
kavadi, Dolati and Bhavnagar.

The jubilarians were felicitated
by Bishop Gregory Karotemprel
CMI, Rev. Fr. Provincial, and Fr.
Davis Manjaly, who shared their
experiences and expressed ap-
preciation for their remarkable
contributions. The Felicitation
was followed by a fellowship
lunch with the Provincial House
community and a few of our sen-
jor priests.
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A Divine Refuge: The Blessing
of the New Grotto at Aspirants
House

On 10 November, 2024, the As-
pirants’ House at Gondal wit-
nessed the blessing of its newly
constructed grotto by Rev. Fr.
Provincial, in the presence of Vic-
ar provincial, Fr. Johnson Parayil
CMI and Fr. Vincent Kallamby
CMI. This serene and beautiful-
ly crafted grotto, dedicated to
our Blessed Mother, stands as a
testament to the dedication and
creativity of the brothers under
the guidance of Fr. George Uruli-
anickal CMI, the Rector.

Remarkably, the grotto was built
using materials sourced from the
compound itself, showcasing a
blend of simplicity.

Silver Jubilee: Celebrating 25
Glorious Years of Inspiring
Minds and Shaping Tomorrow

St. Paul’s School, Rajkot, St. Fran-
cis School, Jamnagar and St. Xavi-
er’s School, Mundra, established
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in the year 2000, are joyfully lift our hearts in gratitude to the
poised to celebrate their Silver Ju-  Almighty for His abundant bless-
bilee in the academic year 2024- ings, which guided and strength-
25. As these institutions mark ened their journey of education
this momentous milestone, we and enlightenment.

THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

H DHARMARAM, BANGALORE I

Canonical Visitation

The Canonical Visitation at Dharmaram College commenced on 2 Au-
gust 2024, with the opening remarks of Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI,
the Vicar General, followed by the concelebration of Holy Qurbana by
the General Councilors. During the visitation, Fr. Vicar General and the
councilors held individual meetings with the fathers and brothers, ad-
dressing various aspects of their spiritual and community life. The Ca-
nonical Visitation concluded with Fr. Vicar General’s closing remarks,
where he reflected on the words of Sheen Maria, who, when asked if he
believed in the presence of the devil, affirmed his belief and added his
conviction in the active and transformative presence of the Holy Spirit.
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Independence Day

Dharmaram College celebrated
the Assumption of the Blessed
Mother and India’s Independence
Day on 15 August 2024. The cel-
ebrations began the day before
with a Bible service organized
by the second-year philosophy
students. On 15 August, Fr. Lijo
Porathur CMI presided over the
Holy Qurbana and delivered an
inspiring homily. Following the
Holy Qurbana, Major Sijo Sebas-
tian, a commissioned officer of
the Indian Army, now posted in
Bengaluru in Madras Engineer
Group(MEG), hoisted the nation-
al flag and shared an uplifting
message on the significance of
Independence Day. The LCA de-
partment of Dharmaram College
organized a patriotic song com-
petition to mark the celebrations
in which the third-year theology
students won the first place.

Legal Awareness Program

A Legal Awareness Program for
the Dharmaram community was
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held at Dharmaram College on 22
August 2024. The session was led
by Dr. Sapna and a team of schol-
ars from the School of Law, Christ
Deemed to be University, under
the guidance of Fr. Thomas Thek-
kel CMI.

Visit of Fr. Pudhota Arogya
Hrudaya Raj SCJ

On 12 August 2024, the Dhar-
maram college had the honor of
welcoming Fr. Hrudaya Raj, the in
charge of Asia-Oceanadesk at the
Dicastery of Catholic Education,
Rome. It being the thirteenth an-
niversary of his sacerdotal ordi-
nation Fr. Hrudaya Raj celebrated
the Holy Mass alongside Fr. Josey
Thamarassery, the Vicar General,
Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, the Rec-
tor, and the Fathers of Dharmar-
am College. In his homily, Fr. Hru-
daya Rajshared his vocationstory,
expressing his gratitude and joy
for joining him in thanking God
for the gift of Priesthood. During
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the celebration that followed the
Holy Mass, Fr. Rector presented
him with a Mysuru peta, while Fr.
Vicar General draped him with a
shawl as a token of appreciation.

Blessing of Renovated Garden
Library

Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, the Rec-
tor of Dharmaram College offici-
ated the blessing of the renovat-
ed Garden Library of DVK Central
Library on 21 August 2024. Cit-
ing the words of the great phi-
losopher Cicero “If you have a
library and a garden you have
everything,’ he appreciated Rev.
Fr. John Neelamkavil, the DVK Li-
brarian and his team for realizing
this beautiful project.

—~—

Independence Day Celebration
at DVK

The DVK fraternity celebrated
India’s 78th Independence Day
on 16 August 2024. The celebra-
tions began with a warm welcome
by Fr. Lijo Thekkanath CMI, Asso-
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ciate LCA Director of DVK. The
guest of honor for the day was
Fr. Bijo Kuliraniyil MI, Provincial
of St. Camillus Province, India,
and a proud alumnus of DVK. He
delivered a thought-provoking
address, offering insights into the
spiritual dimensions of freedom
based on the words of Jesus that
“the truth shall set you free.” Fr.
Joy Philip Kakkanatt, the Presi-
dent of DVK, honored the guest
with a memento. The celebra-
tions culminated in the vibrant
cultural performances by the stu-
dents of DVK.

Endowment Lectures-2024

The Centre for Science and Reli-
gion, part of the Faculty of Philos-
ophy at Dharmaram Vidya Kshe-
thram, organized its Endowment
Lectures-2024 on 9 August 2024,
at the PKM Auditorium, DVK Re-
search Centre with the theme
“Models in Science” Shri H. R.
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Madhusudhan, former Associate
Director of the Jawaharlal Neh-
ru Planetarium, Bangalore, was
the keynote speaker. His lectures
delved into the essential role of
models in scientific comprehen-
sion, highlighting examples from
Astronomy and Physics.
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able role of teachers, the DVK fra-
ternity celebrated Teacher’s Day
and Pope’s Day on September 6,
2024.Fr.Binoy Checkonthayil, the
Director of LCA, welcomed the
gathering, setting the stage for a
standing ovation to the dedicated
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faculty. Fr. Varghese Vithayathil,
the Rector of Dharmaram Col-
lege, was the chief guest. Quoting
Pope Francis’ encyclicals Miser-
icordiae Vultus and Laudato Si’,
Fr. Rector encouraged teachers
to embody mercy, simplicity, and
inclusivity in their classrooms. Fr.
Joy Philip Kakkanatt, President of
DVK, in his presidential address
highlighted the evolving role of
teachers in an Al-driven world.

Talent day

The first-year Philosophy stu-
dents of Dharmaram College cel-
ebrated the festive spirit of Onam
with a vibrant talent day, KALAKI
ONAM, on September 7, 2024.
The event showcased the diverse
talents of the students, creating
a memorable and enjoyable cele-
bration.
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Major Superiors Meeting
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Dharmaram College hosted the meeting of the Major Superiors with
the staff of Major Study Houses and the General Formation Coun-
cil from 13 to 16 September 2024. The Session began by a prayer led
by Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil. Rev Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, Rector,
Dharmaram College welcomed the gathering. Fr Josey Thamarassery,
the Vicar General explained the dynamics of the meeting to the partic-
ipants. Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathamparambil CMI Prior General gave the
orientation talk. The input sessions on the challenges and issues in the
intellectual and spiritual formation, and Challenges and issues in Hu-
man and Pastoral formation were given by Rev. Fr. Saji Kanayankal CST,
and Fr. Sigo Thaikkattil respectively, based on the findings of the Survey
by PAROC, Thrissur. In the sessions that followed, delegates from vari-
ous formation houses presented the Reports.

Fellowship in Religious Experience (FIRE-2024)

L FFA SRR §RR AR q%@
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Building bridges of understanding: Buddhist & Christian masters
come together in a spirit of unity & discovery

FIRE — 2024
Fellowship In Religious Experience

Date: September 25th - 30th, 2024

Venue: Sera Jey Tashi Choeling Centre, Sera Jey Monastic University
e Organiser: Sera Jey Translation Department A
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The Centre for the Study of World Religions (CSWR) organized Fel-
lowship in Religious Experience (FIRE-2024), a student exchange
programme from September 25 to 30, 2024. It was held at Sera Jey
Monastery, Kushal Nagar, exploring the theme “Building Bridges of Un-
derstanding: Buddhist and Christian Leaders Come Together in a Spirit
of Unity and Discovery.” The participants were Licentiate students from
the Philosophy department. It was organized in collaboration with the
Sera Jey Translation Department. The programme aimed at fostering
interfaith dialogue and unity. The event featured a diverse schedule,
beginning with a traditional Buddhist welcome and talks on the impor-
tance of inter-religious unity.

Talk on Religion and Politics

The Faculty of Philosophy at DVK hosted a thought-provoking talk on
Religion and Politics on September 17, 2024. ClIr. Baiju Thittala, Mayor
of Cambridge, delivered the keynote address, offering a comparative
analysis of the political systems in India and Britain. Clir. Thittala em-
phasized the significance of merit in British politics, highlighting how
qualifications and ability play a central role in shaping the political land-
scape. He contrasted this with the Indian political system, where other
factors often influence political appointments and leadership. His dis-
cussion underscored the value of meritocracy in fostering a just and
effective governance system..

Chosen 2024 ber, 2024, in connection with the
celebration of the year of Family,
Youth and Children. Hosted by
the Christ group of Institutions,
the event attracted around 600
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The CMI congregation organized
‘Chosen 2024, the CMI National
Youth Meet from 14 to 16 Octo-
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young participants from across
India. The program commenced
with a concelebrated Holy Mass
led by Fr. Josey Thamarassery
CMI, the Vicar General of the
CMI congregation. The inaugural
session featured a thought-pro-
voking discussion by George
Devassy on the “Context and
Challenges of Christian Youth.
The first day concluded with an
energizing performance by ‘The
Vox Christi Band. On the second
day, proceedings began with the
Holy Mass at Dharmaram Chapel,
presided over by Msgr. C. Francis,
the Vicar General of the Banga-
lore Archdiocese.

The day continued with a seminar

led by Mr. Jose Elangical and Sharu
Jose, focusing on “Personal Enco-
unter with Christ through the
Eucharist and the Word of God”
The vibrant activities of the sec-
ond day concluded with a perfor-
mance by the HEY Theatre. The
final day began with Holy Mass
celebrated by Mar Sebastian
Adayanthrath, the Bishop of Man-
dya. This was followed by a work-
shop led by Dr. Thomas Mathew
on the topic “Preparing Youth
Missionaries for Tomorrow,” and
the event was wrapped up with di
scussions on strategies to foster
youth movements within CMI pro
vinces. It was a moment of spiri
tualrenewal and reflection for the
entire Dharmaram community.

The Golden Jubilee of the Consecration of Dharmaram Chapel

R

The golden jubilee of the consecration of Dharmaram Chapel was cele-
brated with great joy on 24 November 2024. The jubilee Holy Qurbana
was presided over by Mar Sebastian Adayantharath, Bishop of Mandya.
In his address, Fr. Rector said: “We are here not just to celebrate the
architectural beauty of this house of God but also the spiritual, pasto-
ral, cultural and ecological vision it represents.” Followed by the Holy
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Qurbana a public gathering was held in front of the chapel. Fr. Shinto
Puthumattathil welcomed the guests and the representatives from
surrounding parishes. Bishop Sebastian in his benedictory address,
emphasized the necessity of contemplation in today’s fast-paced world
while drawing the attention of the people to the icon of the Guru placed
on top of the Dharmaram chapel.

Rev. Fr. Varghese Koluthara, addressing the gathering, paid rich trib-
ute to the visionary leaders of Dharmaram such as Bishop Jonas Thali-
ath, Fr. John Britto Chethimattam, Fr. Abraham Perikalakattu, Bro. Joy
Elamkunnapuzha, Bro. Athanasius Kachapilly and Mr. Vincent (Archi-
tect), Mr. Venugopal (Engineer) and Mr. Govindan(Carpenter) whose
conserted efforts realized this house of God. The celebration featured
avideo presentation made by C-section brothers, showcasing the chap-
el’srich heritage and classical dance performances by Christ School stu-
dents and children from Bommanahalli parish. The Foundation stone
for Dharmaram chapel was laid on 3 July 1972 by the visiting dignitary
Rev. Fr.Herve Carrier S J, the Rector of Pontifical Gregorian University,
Rome. Rev. Fr. John Britto Chetthimattam was the Dharmaram Rector
then. On 10 March 1975 the Chapel was consecrated by His Eminence
Joseph Cardinal Parecattil and dedicated it to the Most Sacred Heart
of Jesus.

Rector’s Day community bonding. The celebra-

i tions began with a solemn Holy
Qurbana, presided over by Fr.
Varghese Vithayathil, the Rector.
Fr. Kurian Kachappally delivered
the homily. The festivities contin-
ued at BJTM Hall, where Fr. Babu
Kalathuparambil reminisced
the rich traditions and legacy of
Dharmaram, offering heartfelt fe-
licitations to Fr. Rector. Bro. Ajay
Thekkilakattu, a third-year theo-
logian, in his felicitation highlight-

The Dharmaram community came
together to celebrate Rector’s . .
Day on 17 November 2024, with ed the unique leadership style of

much festivities, gratitude, and Rev. Fr. Rector. Followed by the
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felicitations, the Athletic Excel-
lence Awards were presented,
with second-year philosophers
taking home the overall title and
the second year theologians se-
curing second place. Fr. Rector ex-
pressed his gratitude to the com-
munity for their contributions in
preserving Dharmaram’s vitality
and sense of community. Fr. Rec-
tor emphasized the value of inclu-
sivity, especially in the context of
India’s polarizing trends.

The day concluded with a deli-
cious lunch, uniting the commu-
nity in joy. The first-year theologi-
ans had earlier organized a prayer
service on 15 November 2024 in
preparation for Rector’s Day. Bro.
Alan Arackal, the Assistant Beadle
of Dharmaram College, proposed
the vote of thanks, In connection
with Rector’s Day celebrations,
Dharmaram community staged a
drama titled ‘Vedhasakshi’, which
depicted the life of St. Sebastian.
The two-day event, held on No-
vember 16 and 17, 2024, was or-
ganized by second-year theologi-
ans. The drama provided a unique
opportunity for the Dharmaram
community to come together and
celebrate their shared values and
traditions.

Nitroz 2K24
On 1 November 2024, the Sports
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Department of the Dharmaram
College hosted the annual sports
meet entitled ‘Nitroz 2K24. The
event, drew enthusiastic partici-
pation from students and faculty
and was graced by distinguished
guest Mr. Benoy Sebastian, a re-
tired Indian Army Captain and
national swimming coach. The
inauguration ceremony, presided
over by Fr. Varghese Vithayathil,
Rector of Dharmaram College,
featured an impressive March
Past, showcasing the participants’
discipline and commitment. Mr.
Sebastian delivered a motivation-
al address, drawing from his ex-
periences in the Indian Army and
his transition from a swimmer to
a coach. The Inaugural ceremo-
ny ended with the vote of thanks
from junior section sports captain
Bro. Renbin lllichira. Then the
athletic competitions followed,
supervised by third-year theolo-
gians, featuring a range of com-
petitions that showcased the ath-
letic prowess of the Dharmaram
community.
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Mathias Mundadan CMI Annual
Lectures

Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram
hosted the Mathias Mundadan
CMI Annual Lectures on 5 No-
vember 2024. The lectures, titled
“Acts of Thomas: Story, History,
and Historiography,” were deliv-
ered by Dr. James Kurikilamkat,
Rector of the MST Minor Semi-
nary, Melampara. The event was
inaugurated by Fr. Joy Philip Kak-
kanatt, the President of DVK who
emphasized the significance of
The Acts of Thomas as a crucial
record of the evolution of Chris-
tianity in the East. The lectures
concluded with a comprehensive
overview of the lecture series by
Fr. Joby Kochumuttam. Fr. Sebas-
tian Mullooparambil presented
Dr. James Kurikilamkat with a gift
as a token of appreciation. Sec-
ond-year B.Th. student Sr. Carol
D’Souza SRA thanked the speaker
and event organizers for making
the event a success.

B DARSANA, WARDHA
BP. JANUARIUS ENDOWMENT
LECTURES 2024

On 22" August, under the auspic-
es of DIP, Wardha, Bp. Januarius,
Endowment Lectures were held
on the topic of ‘Reading the Book
of Jonah in the Indian Context’.
The resource person was His Ex-
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Reimagining Library Space

The National Seminar on ‘Re-
imagining Library Space: Plan-

ning, Design, and Innovation’
was conducted successfully on
12 November 2024, featuring
thought-provoking  discussions
and the Inauguration of the ren-
ovated Garden Library, organ-
ized by DVK Central Library and
Indian Association of Teachers of
Library and Information Science
(IATLIS). Prof. Dr. Ramesha, the
Seminar Director and Head of the
Department of Library and Infor-
mation Science at Bangalore Uni-
versity, delivered the keynote ad-
dress, The event concluded with
cultural programs celebrating the
importance of libraries in society.
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cellency Rt. Rev. Dr. James Rapha-
el Anaparambil, the Bishop of the
Diocese of Alleppey. Fr. Gregory
Malayil CMI was the Moderator
of the lectures. It was Fr. Joshy
who proposed the welcome ad-
dress for the event. The presence
of the members from different
neighboring communities dou-
bled its spirit.

‘Banchetto Night’

The Feast of St. Euphrasia was
celebrated as the Section Feast
of the Senior batch. The Flag for
the celebrations was hoisted by
Bp. Raphael Anaparambil on 22
of this month. The celebrations
lasted for 10 days. It was conclud-
ed by the cultural program titled
as ‘Banchetto Night’. The Solemn

Eucharistic celebration and Con-
clusion of novena were held on
1st of September. After the Holy
Mass, CMC Carmelodaya Provin-
cial House had provided Snacks
for the Eucharistic Community.
‘Lunea Lux’, the Moonlight Dinner
hosted by the Juniors, was held on
15t September in connection with
Banchetto Night.

DIP, Wardha Family paid tribute to the Gurus of the Institute in con-
nection with the Teachers’ Day which we celebrated on September 5th.
Lectures may pass by, but the very impact left within us by our teachers
remains indelible. They can never fade away. All the teachers were fe-
licitated and honored in an exuberant display of gratitude and respect

by the students.
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Onavesham 2k24
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Onam, one of the significant cel-
ebrations of Keralites was cele-
brated very solemnly in Darsana
campus on 14 September. Our
Domestic Staff, their families and
Malayali Teaching Staff of Sant
Chavara School were invited to
partake in the Sumptuous Sadya.
The presence of Maveli and
Vamanan added more colour to
the event. To further enhance the
joy, the Onam Committee organ-
ized some traditional Onakkalikal
(Onam games) in the evening. The
Onam celebrations concluded on
15 September. Fr. Libin CMI, of-
fered a Eucharistic Celebration in
Malayalam at the Chavara Audi-
torium. Following the Holy Mass,
there was a cultural program ti-
tled Onavesham and the Tradi-
tional Vadamvali (Tug of War). On
29th Sepetember, we presented a
group song and a dance in the An-
nual Onam Celebrations of Kerala
Samajam, Wardha Zone.
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Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee of
Fr. Wilson

Darsana Family celebrated the
silver jubilee of priestly ordina-
tion of Rev. Fr. Wilson Vettuman-
ickal CMlI, Principal of Sant Cha-
vara School with great fervour
and warmth. The program was
commenced with a soulful prayer
song, a captivating presentation
showcasing the vibrant and re-
markable journey and milestones
in Fr. Wilson'’s life, a Felicitation
by Fr. Rector, a felicitation song,
a lively Dance and the ceremoni-
al honoring. Rev. Fr. Jino CMI, the
Former Administrator of Darsana
was also felicitated as he complet-
ed the Silver Jubilee of his First
Religious Profession. The neigh-
boring communities, staff of Sant
Chavara School and some of the
Relatives of Fr. Wilson from fara-
way places were present for the
event. We concluded the whole
program with an Agape.
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Wishes to fr. rector

The Darsana Family celebrated
the feast day and birthday of our
beloved Rector, Dr. Francis Ay-
karaparampil CMI, on the 4th and
15t of October, respectively. We
invoked the patronage of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi upon him. The cultur-
al programs organized for these
special occasions were delightful
creating cherished memories for
everyone.

Travel through eclogues

Darsana family enjoyed a travel
through the Eclogues of St. Cha-
vara and its historical background
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with the help of the profound
works of Fr. Francis Vallapura
CMl on 23rd October.

Pallevasam

The senior Darsanites took part
in a village Exposure program,
Pallevasam, from October 24th
to November 2nd. Their mission
journey spanned villages in the
Diocese of Adilabad, including
Nennel, Gollapalli, and Ralamet-
tupalli, along with Fr. Prabhakar,
Fr. George CMI and Fr. Tony re-
spectively, where their service
and missionary outreach were
warmly received. Special grati-
tude to Fr. Pious CMlI, the Provin-
cial of Hyderabad province and Fr.
Shibu CMI who co-ordinated the
VEP program.

Mission Sunday
i P

Darsana celebrated a vibrant and
joyful Mission Sunday on the 10t
of November. The auction, fea-
tured numerous offerings from

our neighboring communities.
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The games and food counters
were appreciable, adding to the
lively atmosphere. This occasion
not only brought us together in

joy but also served as a poignant
reminder of our shared mission to
be steadfast missionaries for the
Kingdom of God.

Canonical visitation

e

The Canonical Visitation by the General Team at Darsana took place

S

on the 17t and 18t of this month. Representing the Prior General, Fr.
Josey Thamarassery CMI, the Vicar General, graced the occasion, ac-
companied by Fr. Babu Mattathil CMI, the General Auditor.

Utsaah-24

its Annual

Darsana celebrated
Sports Day, Utsaah-24, on No-
vember 23 The day was a vibrant
showcase of sportsmanship and
community spirit. The Darsana
Stadium came alive with various
sports events, highlighting the
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enthusiastic vigor of the broth-
ers. The program began with a
spirited March Past by each team.
The event was inaugurated by the
Chief Guest, Fr. George Kollam-
parampil CMF. In his inspiring ad-
dress, he received the flags from
the respective teams, symbolizing
the official commencement of the
festivities.

Koodappirappu sangamam

The Darsana Family celebrated
Community Day on 23 November
with a Solemn Mass in the Darsa-
na Chapel, concelebrated by all
the fathers in the community. The
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festivities continued the next day
with ‘Koodappirappu Sangamam,
a heartfelt gathering symboliz-
ing the unity and communion of
our family. The event began with

Renewal of vows

Darsana family had our Annual
Retreat from in the first week of
December. Fr. Vipin Valiyanirappil
OFM.cap was the preacher and
we got rejuvenated and prepared
duly for the renewal of vows on
8th December. We, the children
of Mother Mary, celebrated the
feast of her Immaculate Concep-
tion in a very solemn way. We had
solemn rosary in the evening to
express our devotion to the Im-
maculate Mother.

B CHAVARA CULTURAL CENTER, KOCH| .
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a prayer service at 6:30 PM, fol-
lowed by a series of entertain-
ment programs, speeches, and an
agape meal.
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B CEVA,NEW DELHI

Education Initiatives: Tuition
Centres

Currently CDEVA, New Del-
hi runs tuition centres for 350
needy children, focusing on those

qvoraislafla)). @Rl 6SVIMO)0
BOWlaHM WWOHMRO®  aflacd
0O} CNHO@ICTIRIEM) GHOTV)
&UB NSOV O).

who have never been enrolled,
dropped out, or are irregular in
attending school.

The centers provide:Training in
reading, writing, mathematics,
and language skills (English and

. Hindi). Sessions on discipline,

character formation, proper word
pronunciation, and extra- cur-
ricular activities. CEVA employs
the “5 levels and 20 milestones”
methodology for skill enhance-
ment, developed by the Pratham
organization. Through this ap-
proach, children are prepared to

7 transition into formal education

systems.
Quarterly Exams

Quarterly assessments in English
and Mathematics were conduct-
ed for tuition centre students.
Over 330 children participated,
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reflecting steady academic pro-
gress.
Celebration of Special Days

s

Celebrating important days in-
stills cultural values, social skills,
and a sense of inclusivity among

children: Independence Day
(15th August): Celebrated at Kir-
by Place with patriotic cultural
programs by children, Teachers’
Day (5th September): Children
honored their teachers with gifts
and cultural performances. Gan-
dhi Jayanti (2nd October): Cul-
tural programs and speeches on
Gandhiji’s non-violence philoso-
phy inspired students. Deepavali:
Students celebrated the festival

of lights with songs and dance
performances, spreading joy and
cultural awareness.

Livelihood Support Initiatives:
Winter Clothes Distribution

from

with
Prateyak Organization, distribut-
ed winter clothes to 100 under-
privileged individuals in the IBC
project area to ensure their com-
fort during the cold season.

support

Solar Study Lamps Distribution

CEVA distributed 300 solar-pow-
ered study lamps, sponsored by
Aman Imports, USA. The program
aimed to: Provide sustainable
lighting solutions to families with-
out access to electricity in the
Kirby Place slum, Enhance learn-
ing opportunities for children, Im-
prove safety and the overall quali-
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ty of life for the residents.
Tailoring Training Centres

Tailoring centres have been es-
tablished to provide livelihood
opportunities for unemployed
women. The centres are equipped
with sewing machines, embroi-
dery tools, and accessories.

Program Details: A 6-month
training program enables women
to learn stitching skills for gar-
ments such as salwar suits, blous-
es, frocks, shirts, and petticoats.
45 women have successfully com-
pleted the program and are now
earning to support their families.
Currently, 60 women are under-
going training to improve their
skills and create opportunities
for self-employment and entre-
preneurship. The income gener-

ated through tailoring has helped
these women provide better edu-
cation for their children and meet
household expenses.

Agency Visit

Teachers and MSW students
from St. Berchmans College (Au-
tonomous), Changanacherry,

visited the Kirby Place project.
They observed CEVA's activities
and interacted with beneficiar-
ies, gaining valuable insights into
grassroots social work.

Arm yourself with prayer
rather than a sword;

— St. Dominic

1(2 carRMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2024



e Rev. Fr Paul Pullan CMI (80),
of Devamatha Province, Thrissur,
was called for his eternal reward
on August 23, 2024 The Funeral
was held on August 24, 2024 at
Sanjo Sadan Ashram, Pangarap-

pilly.

e Rev. Fr. Immanuel Kakkanattu
CMI (85), a member of Carmel
Monastery, Vazhakulam belong-
ing to Carmel Province, Muvat-
tupuzha, was called for eternal
reward om August 31, 2024. The

Funeral was held on September
01, 2024 at Carmel Monastery
Chapel, Vazhakulam.

e Rev. Fr Varghese Chovelik-
kakathu CMI (80) (CT Varghese),
a member of CMI Sacred Heart
Province, Kochi was called for his
eternal reward on September 05,
2024. The Funeral was held on
September 06, 2024 at SH Pro-
vincial House, Kalamassery.

e Rev. Fr Benny Ennackappilly
(58), a member of CMI Sacred
Heart Province, Kochi was called
for his eternal reward on Septem-
ber 09, 2024. The Funeral was
held on 10 September, 2024 at St.
Antony’s Monastery, Aluva

e Rev. Fr Antony Kochuveettil
CMI (79) a member of St Joseph'’s
province, Thiruvananthapuram
was called for his eternal reward
on 10 September, 2024. The Fu-
neral was held on September 12,
2024 at at St. Joseph’s Monastery
Church, Mannanam.

e Rev. Fr Zacharias Moorkkattil
CMI (88) a member of Chavara
Sadan, Nagina of St John's Prov-
ince, Bijnor was called for Eternal
Reward on September 20, 2024.
The Funeral was held on Septem-
ber 23,2024 at Sacred Heart Pro-
vincial House, Kalamassery.
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e Rev. Bro. Paul Perumbral CMI
(87),amember of St Antony’s CMI
Bhavan, Puthupally, belonging
to St Joseph Province, Kottayam
was called for eternal reward on
September 26,2024. The Funeral
was held on September 27, 2024
at St Antony’s Church, Poomat-
tam (Puthupally).

e Rev. Fr Jose Kavungal CMI
(71), a member of Devamatha
Province, Thrissur, was called for
his eternal reward on October 2,
2024. The funeral was held on Oc-
tober 3,2024 at St Mary’s Monas-
tery Church, Elthuruth.

e Rev. Fr. Andrews Athapilly CMI
(86), a member of Devamatha
Province, Thrissur, was called for
his eternal reward on October
07,2024. The funeral was held on
October 08, 2024 at St Theresa’s
Monastery Chapel, Ambazhakka-
du

e Rev. Fr Umesh Tigga CMI (33),
a member of Nirmal Province,
Jagdalpur, was called for eternal
reward by a road accident on 2
December 2024. The funeral was
held on December 04, 2024 at
Nirmal Aram, Naktisemra.

e Rev. Fr Louis Kandankary CMI
(69), member of Sanjoe Bhavan,
Chethipuzha, St Joseph’s prov-

ince, Thiruvananthapuram was
called for his eternal reward on
December 17, 2024. The Funer-
al was held on December 19,
2024 at Sacred Heart Monastery
Church, Chethipuzha.

e Rev. Fr Thomas Vempala CMI
(90), a member of Sanjoe Bha-
van, Chethipuzha, St Joseph’s
Province, Thiruvananthapuram,
was called for eternal reward on
26 December, 2024.the funeral
was held on 30 December, 2024
at t Joseph’s Monastery Church,
Mannanam.

e Rev. Fr Scaria Kumaraman-
galam CMI (74), The Sub-Region-
al Superior of San Mateo Sub-Re-
gion, Peru, belonging to St Joseph
Province, Kottayam was called
for his eternal reward on January
03, 2025. The funeral was held on
January 7, 2025 at the Cemetery
Park of Hope (Parque de la Esper-
anza) Arequipa.

e Rev. Fr Joseph Palakunnel CMI
(78), a member of Christ Hall
Monastery, Kowdiar, St Joseph'’s
Province, Thiruvananthapuram,
was called for eternal reward on
January 14, 2025. The funeral
was held on January 16, 2025 at
Sacred Heart Monastery Church,
Chethipuzha.

104 carMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2024



Y A« }; . ;
;ﬁ ~ i o W

Y & oom= “\‘7,1 &,

P Tk

?;: "k ./&;:_A\\\ %

f /%A, \\* _ff\ N

a09. GRIM0 ERENIWIOD MIl. ag)o. B1ag)

1946-2024
2MmMmo :18/04/1946 (U@ :16/05/1966
ONR3 w50 :03/03/1978 QE6Mo :24/07/2024

@RO)ANVIG3 20®L)-af)2NVENIO BMUIHBIOS B)IMOLOTD  ABMOW]
1946 a@(afl0d 18 0) GROMaN2|B RMa)). ¢HI5Wo HLIVOL! B)SH6 flo
o6 aMVIGBUDo. aBeilen)s], GRIBE ag)aMIAId MOMAIVE0IB0EBB)0, MV
Q8 @PMaVIQ aYl.ago.aVl. M8W TVEA0IBCIWMEM. 1976 @3 d)S)o6Nlo

c:0516090S HelV1oRl $)STIVELIBS &)SIGRO.

aloRISNOSYDLL, 3)SE2]l0  agyavlailsEBgloal MVE)B)HSIG  (aloLnoils
ailB§oeL0M0 MSOWIW GROMVaN M 1959 @ AOAMNIMo GWINIAMAIRAL
MODIG3 G218M) ©0a0MIBW8  all3oRL0Mo a)BOWIWOBS]. 1962 @3 @)
comoeil §oama savalmodldleno, 1964-66 &0L1°QISOMICE HalOlaje
©)a0yB® MATLVADLOTVRAIMOTIEN0 aldlvolelMo al)BOMIWILE], 1966 ©3
@RBEAUGIMaH0OMo MSTL. @)SAAD MIdoR)d W20 GO CHEG3
afleenaanl®)o OHHAY CHIEBEHNG all.).aUl.w)o alClaf). 1971-74 &0el
2RI3OIE8 @o}aINIMal)0o ®eMlcUFavlgl c0eaefled MM go@la
M0aSl®yOI@3 niloyso GMSL.  AISA®A HAVAG CMOAT @R M5 E®
elld; oMalmoClYImd e8] aloMo aBOWIWoBs], 1978 m0Ba] 3-00
@] a0en oavad’ aldeavad’ @R VEeeEALIVOMIGE Ala] @10)algo
aurls: @la)).

@REOOMIMIEl GROWROVDIOMAMSBM) 2023 LOHLI DOTVADIGI GE0
MaNao® 5060100881 6adl &ABIV @YU al(@ICWOS) G2IAMBH
(2000 BAIMIGRISS) @0l AOEMADIM a@P) @OTVo MMI G@REENIOWIAI
muolenwl. 2024 R)eOeLl 24-00 M1V E2AilOLl 5.45 M) @PGZa0O MIMY
MoMETIMOW] allglenealsg). alleQad 9ajs¢lao 2.30 @ )comOLI
@) (VRHOBAULIQYTMIGI AL MV MBI YD) (U0} aHEGHUB MSAD]. )OI enil
oHa] 208 OAVENIDIVIM AVEMIWaPOTHO@ all®oailead a6 1yH0802 6]

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2024 1 05



O®IT MSAD MOS0 UDY(U0)aHBS@, 6(I0lBaH @3 and. @D(ENIn000
AISIWOH®3, 2MOM «0IMOMBIV SHmemMaSleld and. @aloudavend aloellew
#HO, CIVA(WI0 MVaflClwA oﬁo.%“]g«ﬁ @se%«ﬂ@%, M) comoeil @r)(vo
20 (alGWOB aNd. MODY) BRHYMADIOWENGI ag)MNIAUG MVAOB0B22( 8OV
©)aM). H)S}0ENIN0NEBS)0 NITWIBEHNB)o @REM 0 HOHAURIB:0)0 Mlequav)o
V)0 TN HOBY0 MIF)E00Y0 LD TVOMBHODUDY(UD)aHBH ST 16)8:S)O).

eISIMAOMAVM)e  MEMaOTVMUMMMY0  YDIAD(ald:) MHHOQM)AO WV @YaD
GROMaNaB ®OM CIVAIMERRILIGSEORIRN0 MOIN LMAVAOOVIOG
aflwaane MIEMadalo @PBOARe GMSI. @EA.MEMIOWEOMNINSW) B
WIIVIOBMOEIVAIMO @REZAOADIN WOM08o A(@EEBOS EMSIOHBHISIOD).
DOMIEH0  AVANIOMVAl)BIACI®MMOIVIO}AN  GROMVaN2|M @YLEROI® ail
WIOTVAN0 af)Sl2W)o OB aIW0 HOEHA)@LINWV] DNIVIE)aN). GPRGG
a0QN2OW]  NITWOR|SAUBHSHLI00  DHHIOYEEBUE  @RMBAICAIBY 6.
GROMVaN oM ald@aN) M@V TVaNIMERI@IWIo AVEAMIaHANo RMaOlB3
WEBEIG3 af)IN)o VEMBIBIHAAMN0|06M. @GREGa00 MANOS HAEMOEMO
65000 cmcscrmom(mﬂelgo woamlflene @y lclens.

/

e

n0J. GROMIa0 2EOOMIMIENED MUl ag)o. Bng)

1938-2024
fMMo :12/02/1937 (NIOo :16/05/1959
O1@34IS0 :15/07/1967 QE6Mo :24/07/2024

BHIO5Wo s)m)crg“ GR0MVal (alaflvoyWleel, aloelMl OEONVAM @RYUOR0
0ROV 6NIn0).EGROMVA AEITIMMIMIBHLI2|M, 2024 R)OOLI 24-00 ©]
QO $:30m00ile38 W(Blaldailay). HE160 30) AUGHRNIW] (aIGROCOINANO
QARELHITVAORAOW 7  GRAVITLOOHS)o  @ROM  @RAISIVI)IM).
a)®slel)o  MVAaO(AIOBMOMBHUWBE  af)TMQAIOMIo  ODVHMCIVI@  aIam
BHHEMO HF1HN)QAIOMY0 @R2JM) AVOWlafloyIm). AV E:008:G2NEBBUD
26-00 GO Qoo GREIAIBY GROM aSTEO@ allmoailomg &:0adai

106 cArMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2024



SHOIONITI, alOLIMI NOTVERM HOBALIVOBITZ MSCMO|SIBD)0, @)SA]
@R(W2OHMAICTMAIVIT TV BHAIBNHD)0 HaIT®). @)OIWO  enilaka]
20@ HIVENIARLAB QMW JOTLOG3 allmoane 208 @OMY) BROTVHH@I all
@00l (al0d@Ola)] @PMYEUD02IMo CORINSIOMIVIYIM). HHBCNEEBUILH)
2EWY NIn0). RVoM aBACMWILI |1 @RMMIA0EMOTVEBU00 MEIH;.

1938-03 Hq0S Ale@iloeIvlcd RMla], &08eHS] VST (aloL0ale:0ll
31081000  aBOMWILHW GLROMVaNMB, 1956-03 AOAMNIMOI GO
AOOlIWOV]  @al0)H®)o  H2lONafOVITE  MATVMEOMVO 2 )BODIWIBE]
1959-03 @RBYAUMo @RM)aHOILNBHW)o 21T®). W00 HeARE:Al
0Mo  ahBOMIWOBS] 1967-08 @I0}ajSo  MVUIIHAIHNHWYo, GUDaHo 1968
D)@ 1973 QOO B°]nﬂc9mJL@(5YOﬂG)O§ TVRHNCLIHM DOCGMROIWV] GRoAI
CMIBNHVYo OalT®). oIS ©me) aldaHo al® emlecaFavigloicd
@alBaM af)o.af). a)BODIVWOLHWEUWaHo WIB12LPAIAD 1975 M@ 1978 AUOHO
Blaile@ies RMOG3 MOEMROIW] ¢Roeil MBI oJL@momm(mﬂemg
QU8B 2 P00 @BREZa00 @REHILIVBAIIG BESOHO al)®IQ H00L6EBU3 @Al
¥ @laf). GUnHo BMal®) AUBHUCOMIBo HOMI0a|8s] cadl BIladad
Ga00MIailg@8 WO HR00W] ETVAIMO H21T® al}@IW alll MVoCREBUHH)0
©@)SHN0 B)0la]).

1990 M@ 1993 AIOO (alailvoyOS Qildd &(aloailBauyeldW)o Blails,
NI a0DAVIHMF BOEMROIV)0 GTVAIMO H2IV®). 1993 MG @R IOLIM
QOO (alQIBOa] @REGa00 aldEl), aldBI(MI, 2ld0)al880, alda] aganlail
seEBEI03 ML) 161000 Alle:0ElWO)0 EIVAIMAM)aiClaf). @OAZ 66-00
ale@leno 9al0)alet@I@ ¢ald®] a@GlO BaH®)o TMVOAVHHOOANORIOHEE
QWRIBH] 2 QIdaHo @RAMNES 2laUM (AIAUIBEDMo H21V@). ES@AD aloLId
fleno, &)asl GlElERIO® GRUATHIEINC @)OYMIS HEBICAUIM VLo IR
Mla] @PRAINLIN D)oY MIBAUaO]a)). 2019 M)OE@3 GROIMVaN @20 ald
BImI OENGAM @RWAOmIG3 alllwoalaildmo M) d@OWo)aN).

0)(UD)aHOEDR RISl @RRAIVRINOoNOM)AIW] af)CajoPlo (alaiBO® Ml
@MOV10}aM) ROMVal @Ra|M. Blafld:Wle3 MAEN)ERInHd ROEMROOW]
)M BOLIO MSAUBGSIENHS MV 2] (alal®sMo MSOD]. RMOG3 2OGM
23 oM MeIVITd  aAl@OBIOM @RSl MaMITWI®200] dldq)adl
#9)UOM)o Al@OEMo B0 HHANIBN)AUIM)o GRILNHHIO)HS MWAMALo
GBHUNNAI)0 @OEMIaH]H)AUOM)o GRIMVaN|M (00RL]2{l0)aN). BMBal®) QAI@aHo
¢ad] MBS ¢aoomiailgeilcd ¢R0eilo1d@ TNdaInolead aIgda]olad
(DGRLVAOW alBH)AUalla)). GRAVAIIVIOS MSMQUVOMBS  GRERNM]
el o&5lsOmlag MMMl a)BemlWoee)aImM)o, GMEMUlod] aUe:)03
@ROoElSHIM)0 @REZaOODIM MVOWlaf). @O Wlajod5)00m)&u8 @)s
6830M)0 @IMICRIVHS QlBUVIWOIW EGWIE:SBR0O® MIWEIBHIMI0 @EGa00

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2024 1 07



worlla)). €@l HABMING GRWMLHEEMOIN @YOoEo D HOLIVS
QIo6m).

AU EONRIAUNOOMI@B  (a103@OMIZIAN® OB MaHOCWIHSWBS  (alOWO
Myo @PRGGa0o0 MMBIWIO)M).  AVDaO(ABGNM  SClenLl)o  S$laI
HlDlo)amlel.  al0q|eflld  Eald»OM  MVOWIEHI@IO)IM  @OIV)E IB0e!
wgalcd  2)0llelo)a)  &HOEMOMO MAMIEN0QNo  (aldBMNMEB:SB)0
@PGRa00 2B WI LW 0)aM). ailuoyw &) @6NnIom ?0)SHNo
®)S00® oBQARo  (ELDEVWINS @PGRa0o @RAaflaflo)am). @MW)
aB@oM)o  AlalTveEBWeNM  B00FasHoelo  aldlandey  Mlvoeni
B® @MaHOla] @REZa00 WI0MIH2JoM)EEl.  @ERORIVRIAUN®OCD oBOO
@Ol CAMINS VIl Gla B0) ©OAIGIBE V00N @EAITLOMAOWY GBO)
£V} @Y WMo af)d» BMAFILIOB60.

ROOWID DaiSHals BOISVMIV]O)IN) @PEFa00; GREFaOADINMG AY®
TMLOMUEHIOEAB  @P@IN) HBOAOOEMANAE. 2 l@BMICYAIRIG  mlano
99a0606Ilos Wlamjo @REZa0OmlOM aflailw  carvaIMoWEEBSIG3MmIaN)o
WO0O8Bo VMEBBUZ BRATIEAJAI12I000 @RAA[lE9}AI0M8 ogEBIW0)aM). V)
aoomlead ailallw ©osglenssald aieMataldqjo VIOVl ag)@o)]
€2J3aM). af)LI0AIN}AS®)0 a0 BWEBEICE Mm@ Wlos® 80) 6eAURl®He3
80602 MDA VWOBHIWOEN GROIMVaN M QflSAlOMDIGHH)MM®. GRGEZAO
OO0 2000MOW R1ANMBODYB MMHH (2 IG2I0BMAIHOS.

REV. FR GEORGE PLACKAL CMI
(1952-2024)

Birth :23/11/1945 Profession :16/05/1965
Ordination 126/12/1976 Death :04/08/2024

Rev. Fr. George Plackal CMI, a cherished member of the Chavara Cen-
tre, Jettihundi of St. Paul's Province, Mysore, was called to eternal rest
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on Sunday, August 4, 2024, at Kamakshi Hospital, Mysore. He was 79
years old.

Fr. George was born on November 23, 1945, in Koratty, within the Arch-
diocese of Ernakulam- Angamaly. From an early age, he demonstrated
a strong commitment to his faith, serving as an altar boy in his parish
church. Influenced by his uncle, Fr. Geremias CMI, and Dn. Albert, Fr.
George felt a calling to the priesthood, which led him to join the CMI
congregation after completing his schooling at Mar Augustine Memori-
al High School, Koratty in 1960.

Fr. George made his first religious vows on May 16, 1965, and was or-
dained a priest on December 26, 1976, following his philosophical and
theological studies at Dharmaram College, Bangalore. Over the span
of 48 years, he served the Lord and his congregation with unwavering
dedication, wisdom, and humility.

Fr. George was known for his exceptional command of the English lan-
guage and his impressive communication skills, which he honed during
his student days at Dharmaram College. His thirst for knowledge led
him to the United States, where he pursued further studies in mass
communication and engaged in pastoral ministry in various parishes.

Throughout his ministry, Fr. George held numerous roles with deep
commitment. He served as the superior of Sacred Heart Carmel House,
where he significantly contributed to the development of Sacred Heart
School. In addition to lecturing in English at Bharath Matha PU College,
Koppa, he engaged in social work with the Malanad Social Work Associ-
ation, Kakkinje, and worked as the Administrator of St. Joseph Hospital,
Kakkinje. He also took on the role of superior at Carmel Bhavan, was a
member of Christa Sadana Kandali, and, in his final days, a member of
Chavara Centre Jettihundi. His ability to connect with people quickly
endeared him to the communities he served, earning their love and ad-
miration.

Fr. George's kind and gentle spirit left a lasting impact on all who knew
him. He was a source of comfort and strength to his congregation, al-
ways available with a listening ear, a word of encouragement, or a
prayer in times of need. His life exemplified simplicity, humility, and
contentment, never demanding or complaining, but always grateful for
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what was given to him.

Fr. George Plackal spent his final days peacefully and calmly at the
Chavara Centre in Jettihundi, despite enduring severe leg pain due to
dry skin wounds and a fungal infection. He found happiness in engag-
ing with visitors to the center and was known for his warm hospitality
and care. During this time, he was undergoing treatment for his leg pain
and was advised to rest. In the afternoon of 4t August, at 3 p.m., after
taking his bath, he suffered a heart attack while getting dressed for his
evening relaxation. Despite being taken to the hospital within 15 min-
utes, the doctors were unable to revive him.

The funeral services for Fr. George began on August 4, 2024, at Cha-
vara House, Jettihundi, Mysore, with initial prayers officiated by Fr.
Jomy Mekkunnel, Prefect of Chavara Center. The final services were
held at Carmel Bhavan, the Provincial House of St. Paul's Province, led
by Fr. Renny Malana. His Excellency, Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath,
Bishop of the Eparchy of Mandya, was the main celebrant of the Fu-
neral Mass, with many CMI priests from across the Mysore province
concelebrating.

Rev. Fr. Biju Pallurathil and Rev. Fr. Biju Vadakkel delivered heartfelt
memorial tributes.

Fr. George was the sixth child of his parents, Ouseph and Annam. He is
survived by his siblings, including three sisters who are nuns Sr. Senori-
na CMC, Sr. Caroline CMC, and Sr. Roshni CMC-as well as Mr. Thomas
and Ms. Elsy.

Fr. George was a man of deep reading and extensive knowledge, often
regarded as having a "working knowledge about anything under the
sun." He was a valuable resource for young people, helping them clarify
their doubts and guiding them with wisdom.

We thank the Lord for the gift of Fr. George and the life he dedicated to
His service. We pray that the Risen Lord may grant him everlasting joy
and peace. Fr. George's legacy of kindness, wisdom, and humility will
continue to inspire all who knew him.
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REV. FR. UMESH TIGGA CMI
(1991 - 2024)

Birth :14/06/1991 Profession :08/12/2012
Ordination :29/12/2022 Death :02/12/2024
Rev. Fr. Umesh Tigga CMI (33), belonging to Nirmal Province, Jagdalpur,
Administrator of Vinayalaya Novitiate, Bhanpuri, was called to his eter-
nal reward around 10 pm on 02 December 10, 2024. He met with a

tragic accident on the Jagdalpur-Raipur highway near Kondagaon and
slept in the Lord.
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Fr. Umesh Tigga hailed from Catholic Ashram Parish, Ludeg, in the Dio-
cese of Jashpur. He was born as the fourth son of Mr. George Tigga and
Mrs. Rania Tigga on 13 June 1991. After his schooling, he joined the
CMI Congregation in 2008. After his initial formation at Suman Ash-
ram, Palligaon, he entered Novitiate at Anudhavana, Mancherial and
made his first profession on 08 December 2012. He had his Philosophy
studies at Darsana, Wardha and BSc from Christ College, Bengaluru.
After his regency at Nirmal Sadan Provincial House, Dharampura he
joined Samanvaya Theological College, Bhopal. He was ordained on 29
December 2022.

After his ordination he served Mardum station and its new Christian
community for a short period. Thereafter, he was appointed as the Ad-
ministrator of Vinayalaya Novitiate Bhanpuri. While rendering his ser-
vice at Vinayalaya, this tragic accident took place, and he slept in the
Lord. In a short span of life, Fr. Umesh has shown his truthfulness to
the entrusted duties and assignments, as the Lord wanted it from him,
thereby making long-standing impressions of his memory still alive in
our midst.

The first part of the funeral ceremony of Fr. Umesh Tigga began at 04
pm on Tuesday, 03 December 2024, at Vinayalaya Novitiate, Bhanpuri,
led by Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI, Vicar General. After the first
part of the ceremony, the mortal remains were taken to Nirmal Aram,
Naktisemra. The second part of the funeral ceremony began at 2 pm on
Wednesday, 4 December, with the Funeral Mass led by His Excellency
Bp. Joseph Kollamparampil CMI, Bishop, Jagdalpur Diocese. Rev. Fr. Jo-
sey Thamarassery, CMI, Vicar General of CMI Congregation, delivered
the funeral homily.

Let us thank the Lord for the blessings, the CMI Congregation, Nirmal
Province and the people of God in the Diocese of Jagdalpur have re-
ceived through the committed and loving personality of Rev. Fr. Umesh
Tigga CMI and let us pray that the Good Lord grant him everlasting bliss.

May | request you to offer the suffrages for the departed in the tenor of
our Directory No. 58(b) and No. 60.

128 cARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2024



Newly Ordained Fathers with FPr Frior General ang

the Members of the Prior General's House



M1 EREOISIBIS] MaDUMIENIMY, a)MI I0WId
M1 @ROIGHIMY f)M3 aMIM 2l0WIo".

21201033



	Outer 1
	Inner 1
	Carmelasandesam December 2024
	Inner2
	Outer back



